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BOOK  X; 


The  French  detachment,  which  marched  under  the  command  of  1758, 
Saubinet,  againft  Trinomalee,  were  refifted  with  bravery  by  the 
kellidar  appointed  by  Kiftnarow  of  Thiagar,  who  ftood  three  affaults,  September, 
in  the  laft  of  which  the  French  (formed  the  pagoda,  and  with  much 
fury  put  500  men  to  the  fword.  This  conqueft  was  gained  on  the 
loth  of  September,  and  on  the  i6th  Mr.  Soupire  appeared  with  a 
large  divifion  of  the  army  before  Carangoly,  which  Murzafabeg  not 
thinking  tenable  had  left  with  a few  troops  to  refifl  flight  af- 
faults, and  returned  with  the  reft  to  defend  Trivatore.  Carangoly 
fubmitted  on  the  firft  fummons,  and  at  the  fame  time  another  de- 
tachment under  the  command  of  the  Chevalier  de  Crillon  marched 
againft  Trivatore,  where  Murzafabeg,  with  300  horfe  of  his  own, 
joined  by  as  many  belonging  to  the  Nabob,  from  Arcot,  and  a body 
of  Sepoys,  met  the  enemy  in  the  held,  and  where  foon  defeated  and  dif- 
perled;  in  confequence  of  which  Trivatore  was  re-taken  without 
father  refiflance.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Tally  himfelf,  with  an 
efcort  of  horfe,  vifited  Alamparva,  Gingee,  Carangoly,  Chittapet, 
and  feveral  minor  pofts,  and  then  came  to  Vandiwafh,  where  all  the 
detachments  had  affemblcd  from  their  different  expeditions.  Here  he 
was  joined  by  Mr.  Buffy,  who,  leaving  the  troops  which  he  had  brought 
from  the  northward  to  the  condu6l  of  Moracin  at  Nelore,  had  paffed 
from  hence  with  his  private  retinue,  under  rhe  fafeguard  of  a paff- 
port  granted  by  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs.  From  Vandiwafh  Mr. 
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1758.  cluce  the  fort  of  Arcot,  to  whom  Timery  fiiiTenclered  in  the  way 
Odo^  without  reiifTance;  and  before  he  arrived  at  Arcot,  Rajahfaheb  had 
fucceeded  in  a negotiation  with  the  Nabob’s  kellidar  to  deliver  up  the 
fort  on  an  infignificant  capitulation.  Mr.  Lally,  thinking  that  the  tak- 
ing jjoffeffion  of  the  citadel  of  the  capital  would  magnify  his  reputa- 
tion in  the  province,  refolved  to  receive  the  furrender  in  perfon,  and 
made  his  entry  into  the  fort  on  the  4th  of  Odtober,  under  the  dif- 
charge  of  all  the  cannon;  and  difpatched  orders  to  Pondicherry 
and  the  other  French  garrifons  to  proclaim  the  acquifition  with  the 
lame  olfentation. 

The  Prefidency  of  Madrafs  faw  in  thefe  operations  nothing  but 
what  they  expedited  would  have  ha})pened  immediately  after  the  fall  of 
Fort  St.  David;  and  the  preicrvation  of  Chinglapet,  if  in  their  power, 
gave  them  more  folicitude,  than  the  abandoning  of  all  the  other 
forts  together,  which  the  inferiority  of  their  force  had  left  them  no 
means  of  preferving.  At  the  requeft  of  the  renter  of  Chinglapet,  they 
had  fent  two  companies  of  Sepoys  to  guard  this  fort,  whilfl:  his  own 
men  with  arms  were  employed  in  protecting  the  har veils,  and  the 
fame  number  of  Sepoys  were  fent  at  the  fame  time  to  garrilbn 
Conjeveram.  Towards  the  end  of  Auguft  a lieutenant  was  ap- 
pointed to  command  thofe  in  Chinglapet,  and  carried  with  him  an- 
other company.  On  the  14th  of  September  arived  the  company’s 
Ihip  Pitt,  of  50  guns : fhe  lailed  from  England  on  the  6th  of  March 
together  with  fix  others,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Grafton  of  70^ 
and  the  Sunderland  of  60  guns,  *coming  to  reinforce  Mr.  Pococke’s 
Iquadron : on  board  of  thefe  Ihips  were  embarked  9.00  men  of  the  king’s 
troops,  embodied  in  a regiment  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Draper,  who  with  major  Brereton,  and  looofthe  regiment,  arrived 
and  landed  from  on  board  the  Pitt,  but  50  had  died  on  the  paflage  of  a 
contagion,  then  called  the  Breft  fever,  which  had  palfed  during  the  war 
from  the  French  marine  into  many  Englifli  fhips.  The  troops  which 
came  in  the  Pitt,  and  the  expedfation  that  the  other  lliips  with  the 
reft  would  arrive  before  the  change  of  the  monfoon,  encouraged 
the  Prefidency  to  fend  four  companies  more  of  Sepoys  to  Ching- 
lapet:  this  reinforcement  Popped  the  march  of  a confiderable  de- 
g tachment, 
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tachment,  which  had  fet  out  on  the  1 9th  from  Carangoly  to  attack 
that  place,  where,  immediately  after,  arrived  the  two  companies  of 
Sepoys  from  Conjeveram,  retreating  as  foon  as  Trivatore  was  re- 
duced. The  garrifon,  now  confifting  of  nine  companies,  was  deemed 
almolf  fufficient  to  maintain  the  fort,  until  relieved  from  Madrafs ; 
and  captain  Richard  Smith  was  appointed  to  take  the  command,  and 
\\  ith  him  were  fent  two  commiffioned  officers,  a ferjeant,  a cor- 
poral, and  12  European  gunners,  and  two  field-pieces;  fo  that  the 
wdiole  number  of  Europeans,  including  the  ferjeants  of  the  Sepoys, 
were  thirty  chofeii  men,  and  captain  Smith  was  ordered  to  defend 
the  fort  at  all  events  and  extremities.  On  the  25th,  the  fquadron 
commanded  by  Mr.  Pococke  anchored  in  the  road,  having  executed 
a fecret  commiffion  which  had  detained  him  all  tins  while  to  the 
fouthward,  and  had  given  rife  to  a variety  of  erroneous  reports  and 
conje^Stures.  The  Prefidency  on  the  25th  of  Augufl  had  finally  re- 
folved  to  recall  Major  Calliaud  from  Tritchinopoly,  with  all  the 
European  foldiers  and  Coffrees  in  the  garrifon,  excepting  fuch  as 
were  in  the  ferviceof  the  artillery,  or  annexed  to  the  Sepoys.  Cal- 
liaud, jufl  as  he  W'as  ready  to  march,  received  intelligence  on  the 
5th  of  September,  that  a very  large  fleet  of  Englifh  fhips  were  arrived 
at  Anjengo  there;  which,  although  doubtful,  required  him  to  lufpend 
his  departure  until  more  certain  advices,  which  he  received  on  the 
1 5th,  and  the  next  day  began  his  march  with  180  Europeans  and  50 
Coffrees,  leaving,  according  to  his  inftrudlions,  the  command  of  the 
garrifon,  in  which  were  now  included  the  2000  Sepoys  brought  by 
'Mahomed  Iflbof  from  Tinivelly,  to  captain  Jofeph  Smith.  The 
detachment  marching  through  the  Tanjore  country  met  every  kind 
of  affirtance  in  their  w'ay,  and  on  the  23d  embarked  from  Nega- 
patam  on  board  the  fquadron, which  arrived  two  days  after  at  Madral's. 
1 his  reinforcement  incrcafed  the  means  of  proteding  Chinglapet; 
and  four  more  field-pieces,  with  a complement  of  Lafears  to  w'ork 
them,  were  fent  thither  on  the  2d  of  O6lober. 

Mr.  Lally  at  length  faw  the  importance  of  this  place,  which,  20 
days  before,  he  might  have  taken  by  efcalade  in  open  day,  and  refolved 
to  march  againfl  it  with  his  whole  force  as  foon  as  he  had  fettled  fome 
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1758.  arrangements  in  the  government  of  Arcot,  and  the  adjacent  countries. 
In  the  mean  time  his  communication  with  Chinglapet  was  opened  by 
the  poffefTion  of  Covrepauk  and  Conjeveram,  which  his  detachments 
found  evacuated.  But  his  late  acquifitions  had  not  hitherto  reimburfed 
the  expences  of  the  held,  nor  eftablifhed  his  credit  to  borrow : fb 
that  his  treafury  could  barely  fupply  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  and 
could  not  provide  the  other  means  of  putting  the  army  in  motion, 
and  all  that  the  government  of  Pondicherry  could  immediately  fur- 
nhh  was  1 0,000  rupees : pretending  therefore  much  indignation  at 
this  difappointment,  he  diftributed  the  troops  into  various  canton- 
ments, and  returned  himfelf,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Buffy,  to  Pondi- 
cherry, where  as  ufual  he  imputed  the  failure  of  his  intentions  againft 
Chinglapet  to  the  mifmanagements  of  the  Company’s  adminiflration. 
Notwithftanding  his  deep  animofity  to  hlr.  Buffy,  refpe6l  to  the  dif- 
tino;uifhed  character  of  this  officer  confined  Mr.  Lallv  to  the  obfer- 
vances  of  public  civility ; which  impofed  on  no  one,  as  he  had  ftill 
more  publickly  expreffed  his  real  opinions.  The  rank  which  Mr. 
Buffy  held  at  this  time  was  only  that  of  lieutenant  colonel ; and 
befides  Mr.  Soupire,  who  was  a major  general,  fix  of  the  officers  ar- 
rived from  France  were  colonels,  who  of  courfe  mufi:  command 
him  on  all  fervices  when  afting  together.  The  colonels,  fenfible 
of  the  adv'antages  which  might  be  derived  from  his  abilities,  and  his 
exjierience  and  reputation  in  the  country,  and  how  much  the  op- 
portunities would  be  precluded  by  the  prefent  inferiority  of  his 
rank,  figned  a declaration,  requefting,  on  thefe  confiderations,  that 
he  might  be  appointed  a Brigadier  General,  in  fuperfeffion  tothem- 
felves,  which  would  place  him  next  in  command  to  Mr.  Soupire. 
The  public  zeal  which  diaated  this  requefi:,  conferred  as  much 
honour  on  thofe  who  made  it,  as  their  teftimony  on  Mr.  Buffy. 
Their  names,  highly  worthy  of  record  on  this  occafion,  were  moftly 
of  ancient  and  noble  defcent;  D’Eftaign,  de  Landivifiau,  de  la  Faire, 
Bretueil,  Verdiere,  and  Crillon.  Mr.  Tally  could  make  no  objedion, 
but  with  his  ufual  afperitv  imputed  the  compliment  to  the  influence 
of  iNIr.  Bully’s  money,  inftead  of  his  reputation. 


The 


BookX.  Th  E C A R N A T I C.  37I 

The  approach  of  the  ftormy  monfoon  warned  the  Englilh  fqiiadron  1758. 
to  quit  the  coaft ; and  Mr.  Pococke,  as  on  all  other  occalions  of  con-  Odtob^. 
lequence,  confulted  the  Prefidency  on  the  fecurity  of  Madrafs  dur- 
ing his  abfence.  They  were  of  opinion  that  the  enemy,  if  at  all, 
would  not  attack  the  town  before  the  rains  had  ceafed,  which  gene- 
rally happens  about  the  end  of  November,  and  had  no  doubt  of  de- 
fending it  until  reinforcements  fhould  arrive,  or  the  fquadron  return. 

But  as  the  latenefs  of  the  fcafon  might  deter  the  fhips  expected  from 
England  from  venturing  on  the  coaft  until  the  month  of  January, 
they  requefted  Mr.  Pococke  to  lend  the  marines  of  the  fquadron;  with 
which  he  complied  without  hefitation.  One  hundred  men  were 
landed,  and  on  the  1 1 th  the  fquadron  weighed  anchor  and  failed 
for  Bombay. 

Mr.  Moracin,  having  purpofely  waited  at  Nelore  until  the  end 
of  September,  then  began  his  march  with  the  detachment  left  to  his 
care  by  Mr.  Bufly,  and  was  accompanied  by  Nazeabulla  with  the 
troops  of  his  government : proceeding  through  the  woods  and  moun- 
tains of  Bangar  Yatcham  Naigue,  they  arrived  at  the  pagoda  of 
Tripetty  on  the  5th  of  Odlober,  the  day  on  which  the  great  annual 
feaft  began  ; which  lafts  25  days.  They  W'ere  here  joined  by  Abdul- 
w'ahab  Cawn,  with  his  troops  from  Chandergherry : they  gave  no 
<lifturbance  to  the  pilgrims,  but  fummoned  the  renter  to  difmift  his. 
guards  and  deliver  up  the  avenues,  who,  not  having  a force  fufficient 
to  make  any  effectual  oppofition,  made  propofals  to  rent  the  reve- 
nue of  this,  and  the  enfuing  feafts,  from  the  French,  on  the  fame 
terms  as  he  had  hitherto  held  them  from  the  Englifti  government, 
and  tendered  a I'um  in  hand,  which  INIoracin  accepted,  and  confirmed 
him  in  the  employment.  Then  leaving  a part  of  his  detachment  to 
guard  this  valuable  acquifition,  he  proceeded  on  the  1 6th  with  the 
reft  and  the  troops  of  Nazeabulla,  to  Arcot,  through  the  country  of 
Bomrauze,  who,  inftead  of  oj^pofing  their  j)aftagc,  jraid  them  a vifit. 

But  i\bduhvahab,  much  offended  that  the  management  of  the  pago- 
da, which  had  fo  long  been  the  objecl  of  his  vvilhes,  was  not  granted 
to  himfelf,  retired  with  his  troops  to  Chandergherry.  Nazeabulla 

and 
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and  Moracia  arrived  at  Arcot  on  the  1 2th,  and  leaving  their  troops 
there  went  oil  to  attend  jVIr.  Lally  at  Pondicherry. 

• The  deliftance  of  Mr.  Lally  from  marching  againft  Chinglapet 
after  the  reduction  of  Arcot,  gave  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs  encou- 
ragement and  opportunity  to  ftrengthen  that  place  more  efFedtually. 
The  partizan  Murzafabeg,  having,  hnce  the  French  fucceffes,  no 
employment  for  the  troops  he  had  levied,  had  brought  the  bed:  of 
them,  70  horfc  and  200  Sepoys,  to  Chinglapet,  where  they  were 
taken  into  the  Company’s  pay  ; and  on  the  30th  of  Oc%ber  it  was 
determined  to  increale  the  garrifon  to  100  Europeans,  and  1200 
Sepovs,  to  fend  feveral  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  to  lay-in  three 
months  provifions,  and  to  repair  the  works.  At  the  fame  time 
Captain  Smith  ^vas  recalled  to  Madrafs,  to  ferve  in  his  former  em- 
ployment of  aid-de-camp  to  Colonel  Lawrence,  and  Captain  Preflon 
was  lent  to  take  the  command  of  Chinglapet,  whicb  illnefs  had 
obliged  him  to  quit.  Before  his  arrival  Captain  R.  Smith  had  de- 
tached Murzafabeg  on  the  29th,  with  four  companies  of  Sepoys, 
and  fome  of  the  horfe,  to  diflodge  a party  of  the  enemy’s  Sepoys, 
who  had  taken  pod:  in  the  village  of  Polipore,  lituated  about  two 
miles  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Paliar;  Murzafabeg  attacked  them 
at  day-break,  killed  and  wounded  20,  difperfed  the  reft,  and  gathered 
60  of  their  mi-ilkets,  which  they  had  thrown  down  in  their  flight. 

The  arrival  of  a vedel  at  Pondicherry  on  the  i6th,  from  Mau- 
ritius, which  brought  treafure,  together  with  100,000  rupees, 
brought  by  Mr.  hloracin  from  Tripetti,  enabled  Mr.  Lally  to  put 
the  French  troops  into  motion  again:  and,  as  the  fymptoms  of 
the  ralnv  feafon  hung  back  even  at  the  end  of  the  month,  parties 
began  to  afl'emble  at  Carangoly,  Salawauk,  and  Conjeveram,  and  Mr. 
Lally  himfelf  came  from  Pondicherry  to  Vandiwalh.  On  the  2d 
of  November  250  Europeans,  100  troopers,  with  fome  black  horfe 
and  Sepoys,  marched  from  Salawauk,  and  took  pod:  again  at  Poli- 
pore, where  they  were  joined  on  the  5th  by  400  more  Europeans, 
with  feveral  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  and  a mortar:  intelligence 
of  which  came  to  Madrafs  the  next  day,  a. few  hours  after  the 
lad:  convoy  of  fupplies  had  fet  out  for  Chinglapet;  and  as  the 

main- 
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mamtenance  of  this  place  depended  on  the  arrival  of  thefe  fup- 
plies,  it  was  refolved  that  1200  Europeans  and  1800  Sepoys,  by  far 
the  greateft  part  of  the  garrifon  of  Madrafs,  Ihould  immediately  take 
the  field  to  cover  them ; of  which  one  half,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Draper,  were  to  advance  as  far  as  Vendalore, 
within  10  miles  of  Chinglapet;  whilll  the  other,  with  Colonel  Law- 
rence, were  to  halt  at  St.  'Lhomas’s  mount,  ready  to  fupport  Dra- 
per’s divifion;  they  marched  on  the  yth  in  the  morning;  and  the 
news  flopped  the  French  troops  at  Polipore  from  eroding  the  river, 
and  the  march  of  a detachment  advancing  from  Conjeveram  under  the 
command  of  Saubinet,  both  intending  to  intercept  the  convoy;  which 
got  fafe  into  Chinglapet  on  the  evening  of  the  ninth.  Colonel  Draper 
continued  at  V^eiulalore  until  the  iith,  when  he  received  fome  in- 
telligence of  the  approach  of  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  army,  on 
which  he  marched  back  with  his  divifion,  and  joined  that  with 
Colonel  Lawrence  at  the  mount. 

Every  day  had  proved  the  good  efle<fls  of  re-eflablifhing  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Chinglapet ; for,  under  the  protection  of  this  barrier,  the 
country  liehind,  which  is  more  extenfive  than  the  dlllrlCts  protected 
by  Poiidomalee  and  Tripaffour,  continued  to  furnifh  Madrafs  with 
daily  fupjilies  of  all  kinds  of  urovifions  and  neceffaries,  bv  which 
the  flock  laid  up  in  flore  to  fu.ipin  the  impending  fiege  was  faved; 
and  to  jireferve  this  benefit  as  long  as  poffible,  the  troops  which  had 
been  fent  abroad  with  Dra})er  and  Lawrence  were  ordered  to  remain 
encamped  at  the  Mount  until  the  laft  hour  which  might  endanger 
the  lafety  of  their  retreat  to  the  town;  after  which,  as  the  befl  of 
external  means  to  protra(^l  the  fiege  when  commenced,  it  was  de- 
termined to  have' a body  of  troops  in  the  field  diflinCl  from  thofe 
already  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  which,  if  nothing  more,  were  to 
be  continually  employed  in  harafiing  the  enemy’s  convoys  of  flores 
and  provifions.  Accordingly  a contracl,  which  had  for  lome  months 
been  under  dilcuffion,  was  conclu«led  with  the  agent  of  Morarirow 
for  the  fer\  ice  of  2000  hlorattoe  horfe,  of  which  500  were  to  ar- 
rive in  25  days,  and  the  refl  in  45;  but  as  no  fureties  were  received, 
the  punctuality  of  this  afiiflance  could  not  be  relied  on.  The  pre- 
fidency,  therefore,  as  a fiuer  refource,  ordered  the  commandant  Ma- 
VoE.  il.  2 B homed 
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1758.  homed  IfToof  to  take  the  field  with  2000  of  their  own  Sepoys  from 
NovemTer.  garrifon  of  Tritchiiiopoly ; and  requeued  the  king  of  Tanjore 
to  join  this  body  with  1000  of  his  horfe,  and  the  Polygar  Tondi- 
man,  and  even  the  dilfant  ]\'Iora\  ars,  with  the  heft  of  their  troops; 
for  whom,  however,  Mahomed  iHbof  was  not  to  wait;  and,  in  cafe 
none  of  thefe  allies  arrived  in  time,  he  was  empowered  to  enlift  500^ 
good  horle  if  to  be  found  in  his  march.  The  Nabob  flill  maintained 
300  horfe,  part  of  w'hom  attended  his  perfon  at  St.  Thoin4  and 
the  reft  were  dilperfed  in  the  adjacent  diilridls,  who  on  the  receipt, 
of  fome  money  joined  the  army  at  the  Mount;  to  which  all  the 
Poly  gars  to  the  northw^ard  of  Madrafs  wei-e  like  wife  commanded  to 
fend  their  troops ; but  none  came  ; and  the  Partizan  Murzafabeg, 
having  been  refufed  an  increafe  of  pay  w hich  he  demanded  in  this 
hour  of  neceffity,  went  off  in  the  night  with  his  70  horfe  and  fome 
of  his  Sepoys,  and  took  fervice  with  the  French  army  at  Conjeveram. 

The  troops,  of  whofe  approach  L.-Colonel  Draper  had  received 
intelligence,  w^ere  500  irregular  Sepoys^  under  the  command  of  an 
active  adventurer  named  Lambert,  wdth  part  of  the  horfe  levied  by 
Rajahfaheb,  who  had  been  fent  forward  to  plunder  and  terrify  the 
country.  They  croffed  the  Paliar,  and  on  the  1 5th,  appeared  before 
Tripaflbur,  and  attacked  the  pettah,  but  w^ere  repulfed  at  the  hedge 
which  furrounds  it,  wdth  the  lofs  of  20  men,  by  the  Peons  of  the 
renter,  and  the  twm  companies  of  Sepoys  ftationed  in  the  fort. 

But  the  French  army  were  not  in  fuch  readinefs  as  the  Englifh 
imagined  to  commence  the  fiesfe  of  Madrafs.  All  the  draught 
bullocks  w’hich  Pondicherry  had  been  aide  to  colledl  w^ere  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  tranfport  one  half  of  the  heavy  artillery  neceffary  for  the 
attack;  and  the  greatefl  part  of  the  train,  with  many  other  ftores, 
had  been  laden  a month  before  on  the  Harlem  taken  from  the 
Dutch,  which  fhip  failed  acrofs  the  bay,  in  order  to  work  to  the 
northward  on  the  other  fide,  wLen  fhe  w'as  to  ftretch  acrofs  again 
and  fall  in  wdth  Mafulipatam,  where  fhe  was  to  receive  more  cannon 
and  ftores,  and  then  come  down  the  coaft  to  Madrafs.  The  time 
was  elapfed  in  which  a well-failing  veffel  might  have  made  this  paf- 
fage,  and  without  news  of  the  Harlem ; and  on  this  difappointment 

Mr.  Lally 
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Mr.  Lally  ordered  another  ftore  of  artillery,  v/hich  L'ad  been  de- 
{)ofited  at  Alamparva,  to  be  Ihipped  on  two  frigates,  the  Diligence 
and  the  Expedition,  which  were  in  the  road  of  Pondkdierry,  but 
laden,  for  other  voyages ; lb  that  it  would  require  a month  before 
they  could  get  this  artillery  on  board,  and  work  up  againft  the  wind 
and  current  to  jVIadrafs.  However,  the  French  army  might  have 
advanced  many  days  before,  if  they  had  not  been  in  want  of  many 
other  articles,  which,  although  of  much  more  minute  detail,  were 
equally  of  abfolute  iieceffity.  As  foon  as  thefe  were  fupplied,  the 
lirft  divifion  moved  from  Conjeveram  on  the  19th-;  but  Mr.  Lally 
being  verv  ill,  had  detained  the  referve  until  the  2 ad,  when  the 
great  body  of  the  monfoon  rain  fell  with  the  utmoft  violence,  and 
•lafled  without  intermilfion  for  three  davs : the  troops  abroad,  warned 
•by  the  Iky,  were  on  their  march  back  to  Conjeveram  when  the  rain 
began,  but  neverthelefs  gained  their  way  with  much  difficulty  and 
dillrels,  and  after  it  had  ceafed,  the  furface  of  the  country  continued 
impaffable  for  feveral  days. 

Whilft  the  collecSled  force  of  both  nations  in  the  Carnatic  were 
thus  waiting  the  impending  conflibi:,  each  were  equally  folicitous  con- 
cerning the  fuccefs  of  the  armament  lent  from  Bengal  into  the  north- 
ern  provinces.  Mr.  Johnftone,  who  had  been  fent  from  Calcutta  to 
concert  preparations  with  the  Rajah  Anunderauze,  arrived  on  the 
1 2th  of  September  at  Vizagapatam,  of  which  the  Rajah’s  officers 
there  immediately  put  him  in  pofleffion,  as  the  Company’s  repre- 
i'entatlve.  The  Rajah  himfelf  was  encamped  with  his  forces  at  Cof- 
limcotah,  a fort  20  miles  to  the  well:  of  Vizagapatam,  and  15  inland 
from  the  fea.  His  letter  to  Mr.  Johnftone  exprelTed  much  latif- 
fabllon  that  the  Engliffi  troops  were  coming,  but  fignified  his  in- 
tention not  to  furnilh  any  money  towards  their  expences.  Tem- 
peftuous  weather  from  the  fouth  delayed  the  arrival  of  the  ffiips  and 
veffels  with  Colonel  Forde  until  the  20th  of  Oblober.  As  foon  as 
the  difembarkatlon  was  made,  two  of  the  Company’s  ffiips  were  fent 
back  to  Bengal;  but  the  other,  the  Hardwicke,  and  the  two  (loops, 
remained  to  attend  the  progrefs  of  the  expedition.  The  troops  moved 
from  Vizagapatam  on  the  ift  of  November,  and  on  the  third  joined 
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the  Rajah  and  his  army  at  Coffimcotah,  from  whence  it  was  deter^ 
mined  to  march  againft  Rajahmundrum,  where  hlr.  Conflans  had 
colle6led  the  French  troops  from  all  paxts,  and  they  were  already' 
advancing  to  attack  the  Rajah;  but,  on  hearing  that  the  Englifh 
troops  were  in  motion  to  joirr  him,  they  halted  and  encamped. 

Mr.  JohnRone  had  difpatched  the  floop  in  which  he  came,  with 
advices  to  Madrafs  of  his  reception  at  Vizagapatam;  on  which  they- 
immediately  fent  away  Mr.  Andrews,  with  levcral  afliftants,  to  re- 
eflablhh  the  factory  un.der  their  own  authority,  on  which  the  fettle- 
ment  had  always  been  dependent : They  likewife  fent  Captain  Cal- 
lendar,  an  officer  on  the  Madrafs  ehablilhment,  to  a61:  as  fecond 
under  Colonel  Forde.  The  veiTel  which  brought  them  arrived  at  Vi- 
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zagapatam  on  the  21  ft  of  November;  and  Andrews  with  Callendar 
immediately  went  to  the  camp,  which,  by  long  halts  aiad  fhort 
marches,  had  not  yet  advanced  30  miles  beyond  Coffimcotah.  Various 
excufes  were  employed  by  the  Rajah  to  extenuate  this  delay  ;Tut  the 
real  caufe  was  his  repugnance  to  furniffi  the  money  which  Colonel 
Forde  demanded,  who  was  not  a little  offended  at  his  evalions.  Mr. 
Andrews,  who,  having  been  chief  of  Madapollam,  had  long  been 
perfonally  known  to  the  Rajah,  adjufted  their  differences  by  a treaty, 
which  ftipulated,  “ that  all  plunder  ftiould  be  equally  divided ; that 
“ all  the  countries  which  might  be  conquered  fhould  be  delivered 
to  the  Rajah,  who  was  to  colledl:  the  revenues;  but  that  the  fea- 
“ ports  and  towns  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  ffiould  belong  to  the 
“ company,,  with  the  revenues  of  the  diftrids  annexed  to  them  ; that 
“ no  treaty  for  the  difpofal  or  reftitution,  whether  of  the  Rajah’s  or 
“ the  Englilh  poffeffions,.  ftiould  be  made  without  the  conient  of 
“ both  parties;  that  the  Rajah  ffiould  fupply  50,000  rupees  a month 
“ for  the  expences  of  the  army,  and-  6000,  to  commence  from  their 
“ arrival  at  Vizagapatam,  for  the  particular  exp.ences  of  the  officers.” 
He  held  out  likewife  other  propofals  of  future  alliance,  which  he  had 
not  yet  authority  to  ratify. 

The  united  forces  now  moved  in  earneft,  and  on  the  3d  of  De- 
cember came  in  light  of  the  enemy,  who  were  encamped  40  miles  on 
this  fide  of  Rajahmundrum,  in.  a 'ftrong  fttuation  which  commanded 
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the  highroad,  near  a village  called  Gallapool,  arid  in  fight  of  a fort  1758. 
called  Peddipore.  They  had  500  Europeans,  many  more  pieces  of 
cannon  than  they  could  ufe  at  once,  a great  number  of  the  troops 
of  the  country,  of  which  500  were  horfe,  and  6000  Sepoys.  Of  the 
Engliih  force  embarked  from  Bengal,  only  30  Europeans  and  a few 
Sepoys  were  wanting,  who  had  been  lelt  fick  at  Vizagapatam  ; fo 
that  there  were  in  the  field  470  Europeans,  and  1900  Sepoys.  The 
Rajah  had  500  paltry  horle,  and  5000  foot,  fome  with  aukward  fire- 
arms, the  reft  with  pikes  and  bows : but  he  had  colledled  40  Euro- 
peans, who  managed  four  field-pieces  under  the  command  of  INIr. 

Briftol ; befides  which  his  own  troops  had  fome  ufelefs  cannon.  On 
the  6th,  the  Englifiii  and  the  Rajah’s  army  advanced  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  a village  called  Chambole,  on  the.  high  road  likewife,.. 
within  four  miles  of  the  enemv,  when  each  deemed  the  fituation  of 
the  other  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked:  on  which  Colonel Forde,  as  the 
only  means  to  draw  the  enemy  from  theirs  to  a general  a£l:ion,  re- 
folved  to  march  round  and  regain  the  road  to  Rajahmundrum  in  their 
rear,  by  paffing  under  the  hills  to  their  left,  where  the  enemy  could 
not  derive  much  advantage  from  their  horfe.  The  Rajah  approved 
and  on  the  9th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  the  Englifh  troops  were 
in  motion  ; but  the  Rajah’s  with  their  ufual  indolence  not  prepared 
to  march.  Near  the  foot  of  the  hills,  about  three  miles  to  the  right 
of  the  village  of  Chambole,  was  another  called  Condore,  to  gain, 
which,,  the  Englifii  troops  having  filed  from  the  right,  were  in 
march,  when,  at  day-break,  they  heai  d a ftrong  cannonade  towards 
the  Rajah’s  camp.  It  was  from  6 guns,  which  Mr.  Conflans,  igno-' 
rant  of  Colonel  Forde’s  march,  had'fent  on  in  the  night,  under  the 
guidance  of  an  intelligent  deferter,  who  had  noticed’ a fpot  that  bore 
upon  the  camp ; and  Mr.  Conflans  was  following  to  fupport  them  with- 
his  whole  army  and  the  reft  of  his  field-artillery.  The  Rajah  fent 
meffages  after  meftages,  which  met  the  Englifh  troops  returning  to  hfts 
relief;  and  his  own,  quickened  by  the  danger,  were  removing  asfaft 
as  they  could  out  of  the  reach  of  it ; and  having,  in  much  confufion,. 
joined  the  Englifh,  continued  marching  on  with  thern  to  the  village 
of  Condore,  where  all  arrived  at  eight  o’clock..  The  enemy,  although.  , 
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1758.  ‘ from  long  difrances,  continued  to  cannonade  whilft  any  of  the 
EngUfli  or  the  Rajah’s  troops  remained  within  probable  reach. 

When  arrived  at  the  village  of  Condore,  the  army  u’as  juft  as  far 
as'  before  from  the  French  encampment  at  Gallapole,  but  with  better 
ground  between,  and  village  midwav,  which  would  afford  a ftrojig 
tidvanced  poft.  hlr.  Gonflans  imagined  that  the  Fn^lifli  troops  had 
marched  from  their 'encampment  to  Condore,  in  order  fj  om  hence 
to  take  poffefiion  of  this  village,  and  in  this  perfuafion  croffed  the 
plain  to  prevent  them,  witii  his  whole  army,  and  fucceeded  in  his 
nvhli  without  interruption  ; for  Colonel  Forde  remained  halting  at 
Condore,  to  regulate  his  future  motions  by  the  enemy’s.  Mr.  Con- 
flans  imputed  this  Inadfion  to  a confcioulnels  of  inferiority,  and  now 
imagined  that  the  Engliflr  intended  to  march  back  to  their  encamsp- 
ment  at  Chambole,  to  prevent  which,  he  formed  his  line,  and  ad- 
’vanced  in  much  hafte,  and  little  order. 

The  French  battalion  of  Europeans  was  in  fhe  centre  of  the  line, 
with  13  field-pieces,  divided  on  their  flanks,  the  horfe,  300,  were  on 
fhe  left  of  the  battalion ; 3000  Sepoys  formed  the  right  wing,  and 
the  fame  number  the  left,  and  with  each  wing  were  five  or  fix 
pieces  of  cumbrous  cannon.  The  Engllfli  aimy  drew  up  with 
their  Europeans  in  the  centre,  the  fix  field-pieces  divided  on 
their  flanks  ; the  1800  Sepoys  were  likewife  equally  divided  on 
the  wings.  Colonel  Forde  placed  no  reliance  on  the  Rajah’s  in- 
fantry or  horfe,  and  ordered  them  to  form  aloof,  and  extend  on 
each  flank  of  the  Sepoys  : all  this  rabble  kept  behind,  but  the  rene- 
gade Europeans  under  Briflol,  who  managed  the  four  field-pieces 
belonging  to  the  Rajah,  advanced,  and  formed  with  the  divifion  of 
artillery  on  the  left  of  the  Englifh  battalion.  The  line  having  had 
time,  were  In  exadt  order,  and  had  advanced  a mile  in  front  of  the 
village  of  Condore,  during  which,  the  enemy  cannonaded  hotly  from 
all  their  guns.  At  length  the  impetuofity  of  the  enemy’s  approach^ 
who  came  on,  out-marching  their  cannon,  obliged  the  Englifh  line 
to  halt  for  adfion ; and  it  chanced  that  the  whole  of  their  bat- 
talion flopped  near  and  oppofite  to  a field  of  Indian  corn,  which 
was  grown  fo  talFthat  it  entirely  intercepted  them  from. the  enemy-; 
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hut  the  Sepoys  on  the  wings  were  free  in  the  plain  on  each-hand. 
For  what  realbn  is  not  known,  Colonel  Forde  had  ordered  his  Sepoys 
to  furl  their  colours,  which,  befides  the  principal  flag,  are  feveral 
fmall  banners-  to  a company,  and  to  let  them  lay  on  the  ground 
durins:  the  adlion. 

O 

The  Sepoys  and  horfe  of  the  enemy’s  wings  greatly  outlfretched 
the  wings  of  the  Englilh  line,  and  came  on  each  in  a curve  to 
gain  their  flanks  ; the  French  battalion  in  the  centre,  inflead  of  ad- 
vancing parallel  to  where  by  the  wings  they  might  judge  the  centre 
of  the  Englilli  line  would  be,  inclined  obliquely  to  the  right,  which 
brought  them  beyond  the  field  of  Indian  corn,  oppofite  to  the  Eiiglilh 
Sepoys  on  the  left  wing ; whom  from  their'  red  jackets,  and  the 
want  of  their  ufual  banners,  they  from  the  firft  approach  miflook 
for  the  Englilh  battalion ; refpedling  them  as  fuch,  they  halted  to 
drefs  their  ranks  before  they  engaged,  and  then  began  to  fire  in 
platoons  advancing,  but  at  the  diflance  of  zoo  yards.  Neverthelefs, 
this  was  fufficient ; for  the  Sepoys,  feeing  themfelves  attacked  with- 
out cover  by  Europeans  in  front,  and  the  horfe  and  multitude  of  the 
enemy’s  Sepoy?,  gaining  their  rear,  or  coming  down  on  their  flank, 
fcarcely  preferved  courage  to  give  their  fii  e,  hurried,  fcattered,  and 
without  command  ; and  then  immediately  broke,  and  ran  away  to 
Ihelter  themfelves  in  the  village  of  Chambole,and  were  followed  by  the 
neared:  of  the  enemy’s  horfe.  This  fuccefs  was  greater  than  even  the 
confidence  of  the  enemy  expected ; and  feveral  platoons  of  the  French 
battalion  w^ere  fetting  off  to  purfue  them  likewife,  when  they  faw  a 
line  of  men  with  fhouldered  arms  marching  faff  and  firm  from  be- 
hind the  field  of  Indian  corn  acrofs  their  way,  to  occupy  the  ground 
which  the  Sepoys  had  abandoned. 

Colonel  Forde  had  been  wdth  the  Sepoys  before  their  flight,  en- 
couraging them  to  refolution  ; but  faw,  by  the  ufuaEfymptoms  of 
trepidation,  that  they  would  not  fland  the  fhock,  w'hich  prepared 
him  to  order  the  judicious  movement,  which  the  officers  were  now 
performing  wdth  fo  much  fteadinefs  and  fpirit.  Captain  Adnet 
commanding  on  the  left,  led  the  line,  and  as  foon  as  the  lafi:  files 
were  got  clear  of  the  corn,  the  word  w'as  given,  when  the  whole 
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halted,  and  faced  at  once,  in  full  front  of  the  enemy.  This  motion, 
was  quickly  executed  ; for  the  foremofl:  man  had  not  more  than  300 
yards  to  march,  and  the  field-pieces  were  left  behind.  During  this 
fliort  interval,  the  French  battalion  were  endeavouring  with  much 
buftle  to  get  into  order  again.;  for  tome  of  their  platoons  had  advanced 
a conhderable  diftance  before  others;  and  thus  the  fire  of  the  Enelilh 
line  commenced  before  the  enemy’s  was  ready ; it  was  given  in  di- 
vifions,  that  is,  the  whole  battalion  divided  into  five,  and  becran  from 
"CajDtain  Adnet’s  on  the  left,  which  was  within  piftol  fhot,  and  brought 
down  half  the  enemy’s  grenadiers;  the  fire  ran  on,  and  before  the  time 
came  for  Adnet’s  divifion  to  repeat  theirs,  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s 
line  were  in  confufion,  and  went  about  running  fall:  to  regain  their 
guns,  which  they  had  left  half  a mile  behind  them  on  the  jjlain. 

The  ardour  of  the  Englilh  battalion  to  purfue  was  fo  great,  that 
Colonel  Forde  judged  it  bell:  to  indulge  it  in  the  inftant,  although 
not  certain -of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Sepoys  on  the  right,  but  concluding 
that  t’ne  enemy’s  Sepoys  who  were  to  attack  them,  would  not  con- 
tinue long,  if  they  law  their  Europeans  completely  routed.  The 
order  was  given  for  the  battalion  to  march  on  in  following  divifions, 
the  left  leading.  Nothing  could  reprefs  their  eagernefs.  All  marched 
too  fall  to  keep  their  rank,  excepting  the  fourth  divifion  commanded 
bv  Captain  Yorke,  who  to  have  a rclerve  for  the  whole  battalion,  if 
broken,  as  the  enemy  had  been,  by  their  own  impetuofity,  obliged  his 
men  to  advance  in  ftrict  order.  The  French  battalion  rallied  at  their 
o-uns,  which  were  13  in  number,  fpread  in  different  brigades,  or  lets 
as  they  chanced  to  hand  when  left  by  the  troops  advancing  to  the 
aftioiu  This  artillery  began  to  fire  as  foon  as  the  ground  was  clear 
of  their  own  troops,  and  killed  lome  men,  which  only  quickened 
•the  approach  of  the  divifions  to  clofe  in  with  the  guns,  of  v hich 
feveral  fired,  when  the  firft  divifion  was  within  piflol  Ihot,  and  Adnet 
fell  mortally  w^ounded ; but  his  men  rufhing  on  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  guns  they  attacked,  and  the  other  divifions  following  with 
.the  fame  fpirit,  obliged  them  to  abandon  all  the  others. 

The  dav,  if  not  completely  vidorious,  was  at  leaf:  fecured 
from  reverie  by  the  pofiTeffion  of  all  the  enemy’s  field  artillery  fit 
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for  quick  firing ; but  their  camp,  to  which  they  were  retiring,  ftill  ^5^ 
remained  to  be  attacked;  and  Colonel  Forde  halted  until  joined  by  December, 
‘ his  Sepoys,  and,  if  they  would  come,  by  the  Rajah’s  troops. 

The  Sepoys  and  horfe  of  the  enemy’s  right  wing  were  in  their  turn 
jmnic-hriick  by  the  fire  of  the  Englifh  battalion  routing  their  own, 
and  all  turned  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  guns,  keeping  aloof  to  the  left 
of  the  Kiiglifh  di\'ifions ; and  then  v/ent  otf  again  with  the  French 
battalion  to  the  camp.  I'heir  left  wing  of  Sepoys  behaved  better, 
advancing  to  the  ufc  of  mulketry  againil:  the  Knglifh  Sepoys  of  the 
left,  with  whom  the  battalion,  when  filing  off  to  ojipole  the  French,  ' 
left  the  three  field-pieces  of  their  right ; and  the  Sepoys,  encou- 
raged by  tliis  affiffance,  the  ardour  of  the  Europeans  marching  off, 
and  the  fpirit  of  their  own  commander  Cajitain  Knox,  mainthined 
their  ground,  facing  and  firing  in  various  diredlions  behind  the 
banks  of  the  rice  fields,  in  which  they  had  drawn  up.  The  enemy’s 
wing  neverthelefs  continued  the  diffant  fire,  until  they  faw  their 
battalion  of  Europeans  quitting  their  guns,  and  the  Sepoys  and  horfe 
of  the  right  retreating  vdth  them  to  the  camp;  when  they  VN'ent  oft' 
hkewife;  ftretching  round  to  the  left  of  the  Englifh  battalion  halting 
at  the  guns,  and  keeping  out  of  their  reach.  Captain  Knox  then  ad- 
vanced to  join  the  battalion  with  his  own  Sepoys,  and  the  fix  field - 
pieces,  and  had  colledted  moft  of  the  fugitives  of  the  other  wing.  Mef- 
f'ages  had  been  continually  fent  to  the  Rajah’s  horfe  to  advance,  but 
they  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  quit  the  flielter  of  a large  tank,  at 
this  time  dry,  in  which  they,  his  foot,  and  himfelf  in  the  midff  of 
them,  had  remained  cowering  from  the  beginning  of  the  a6fion. 

As  foon  as  the  Sepoys  joined,  and  all  the  neceffary  difpofitions 
' were  made,  which  took  an  hour.  Colonel  Forde  advaaiced  to  at- 
tack the  enemy’s  camp  ; but,  not  to  retard  the  march,  left 
the  field-pieces  to  follow.  A deep  hollow  way  paffed  along  the 
Ikirt  of  the  camp,  behind  which  appeared  a confidcrable  number  of 
Europeans  regularly  drawn  up,  as  if  to  defend  the  paffage  of  the 
hollow  way,  and  feveral  fhot  were  fired  from  heavy  cannon  planted 
to  defend  the  approach.  Juft  as  the  Englifli  troops  came  near,  and 
the  firff  divition  of  the  Europeans  ffept  out  to  give  their  fire,  the 
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field-pieces  v/ere  arrived  within  fhot ; on  which  all  the  enemy  went 
to  the  right-about,  abandoned  their  camp,  and  retreated,  feemingly 
every  man  as  he  lifted,  in  the  utmoft  contufion ; but  the  Englifti 
battalion  crofting  after  them,  many  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
furrendered  themlelves  prifoners.  hlr.  Conflans  had  previoufty  fent 
away  four  of  the  fmalleft  field-pieces  j and  the  money  of  the  mi- 
litary cheft,  laden  for  expedition  on  tv/o  camels.  The  l])oil  of  the 
field  and  camp  was  30  pieces  of  cannon,  moft  of  which  were 
brafs;  50  tumbrels,  and  other  carriages  laden  with  ammunition; 
I'even  mortars  from  thirteen  to  eight  inches,  with  a large  provilion 
of  fhells  ; 1000  draught  bullocks,  and  all  the  tents  of  the  French 
battalion.  Three  of  their  officers  were  killed  in  the  field,  and 
three  died  of  their  wounds  the  fame  evening  ; 70  of  their  rank 
and  file  were  likewife  killed,  or  mortally  wounded : fix  officers  and 
50  rank  and  file  were  taken  prifoners,  and  the  fame  number  of 
wounded  were  fuppofed  to  have  efcaped.  Of  the  Englifti  battalion. 
Captain  Adnet  and  i 5 rank  and  file,  were  killed;  Mr,  Maeguire,  the 
])ay-mafter,  and  Mr.  Johnftone,  the  commilTary,  who  joined  the 
grenadiers,  two  officers,  and  20  of  the  rank  and  file,  were  wounded  ; 
the  Sepoys  had  100  killed  and  more  wounded.  No  vi61;ory  could  be 
more  complete.  Mr.  Conflans,  the  commander  of  the  French  army, 
changing  horfes,  airived  on  the  full  gallop  at  Rajahmundrum  before 
midnight,  although  the  diftance  is  40  miles  from  the  field  on  which 
the  battle  was  loft ; the  troops  took  various  routs,  but  moft  of  them 
towards  Rajahmundrum. 

The  cavalry  of  Anunderauze,  although  incapable  of  fighting, 
were  very  active  as  fcouts  to  obferve  the  flying  enemy,  and  the  con- 
currence of  their  reports  determined  Colonel  Forde  to  fend  forward 
^00  Sepoys,  which  in  the  army  were  ranked  the  firft  battalion  of 
thefe  troops,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Knox.  They  were  in. 
march  at  five  in  the  afternoon..  The  next  day  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived that  many  of  the  enemy’s  Europeans,  and  fome  of  their  black 
fugitives,  had  flopped  at  Rajahmundrum  ; on  which  1000  raoi'e 
Sepoys  were  fent  to  join  thofe  with  Captain  Knox  ; and  the  whole, 
now  1 500,  arrived  there  at  break  of  day  on  the  loth. 
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This  city,  the  capital  of  the  province,  is  fituated  on  the  eaftern  bank  1758. 
of  the  Godaveri,  40  miles  from  the  fea.  In  the  middle  of  the  town,  December, 
and  near  the  river,  ftands  a large  fort,  with  mud  v’alls  of  little  de- 
fence. The  French  troops,  having  lofl:  all  their  bell  cannon,  would 
not  trufl:  to  thofe  in  the  fort,, and  report  had  reprefented  the  Englifh 
Sepoys  as  the  whole  army,  the  Rajah’s  and  all,  in  full  purfuit ; and 
in  this  perfuafion  they  had  begun  to  crofs  the  river  at  midnight. 

Fifteen  Europeans,  with  all  the  Pores,  baggage,  and  bullocks,  which 
had  efcaped  from  the  battle,  had  not  yet  embarked,  and  were  imme- 
diately feized  ; a boat  loaded  with  many  more  Europeans  \vas  in  the 
Pream  ; and  four  fmall  field-pieces,  with  a thirteen-inch  mortar  of 
brafs  taken  out  of  the  fort,  had  juP  reached  the  other  Ihore  when 
the  Englilh  Sepoys  arrived,  who  fired  for  half  an  hour,  as  well  with 
their  mulkets  as  from  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  upon  the  boat  and  the 
oppofite  fhore,  which  deterred  the  enemy  from  carrying  off  the  field- 
pieces  and  mortar,  or  from  remaining  near  them  ; and  a party  of 
Sepoys  eroding  the  river  in  boats,  brought  them  back  the  fame  day 
without  molePation  : a large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  military 
Pores,  laid  up  for  the  French  army,  was  taken  in  the  fort. 

Colonel  Forde,  with  the  reP  of  the  EngliPi  forces,  arrived  at  Ra- 
jahmundrum  the  next  day ; but  the  Rajah,  ith  his,  remained  at 
Peddipoor,  performing  the  ceremony  of  burying'’the  few  of  his  people 
which  had  chanced  to  be  killed  bv  the  Prasrglino:  Plot  of  the  fieht. 

'Fhe  I lardwicke,  and  the  two  Poops,  were  at  anchor  on  the  coaP  fome 
leagues  above  the  field  of  battle,  which  is  about  10  miles  from  the 
fea ; and  the  day  after  the  viflory  they  failed  to  cruize  on  the  enemy’s 
veffels  between  IMafulipatam  and  their  faftories  on  the  Godaveri : 
and  a few  days  after  the  Piip  Thames  was  difpatched  fromVizaga- 
patam,  fully  laden  with  provifions,  to  Madrals. 

The  delay  of  every  day  which  had  retarded  Mr.  Tally  from  ad- 
vancing againP  Madrafs  was  an  advantage  gained  ; Captain  Jofeph 
Smith  commanding  in  Tritchinopolv,  as  foon  as  he  received  the 
orders  of  the  Prefidency,  equipped  2000  Sepoys  from  his  garrilbn, 
and  delivered  them,  with  two  fmall  field-pieces,  to  the  command  of 
Mahomed  IPbof,  who  croPed  the  Coleroon  w'ith  this  force  on  the 
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1758.  lid  of  November,  without  waiting  for  the  troops  of  the  allies, 
De«mbw.  whofe  afiiftance  the  Preliclency  had  requeued.  The  polvgar  Tondi- 
inan  gave  affurances,  and  was  really  collefting  lome,  but  the  Mo- 
ra\er  had  returned  no  anfwer,  and  the  king  of  Tanjore  had  expref- 
led  himlclf  in  fuch  equivocal  terms,  that  the  Prefidency  relolved  to 
fend  Major  Calliaud,  in  whom  the  king  had  confidence,  to  convince 
him  of  the  impolicy  of  his  indifference  : accordingly  this  officer 
embarked  on  the  30th  in  a common  maflholah,  intending  to  land 
at  Tranquebar. 

The  French  ai'my  moved  again  from  Conjeveram  on  the  2qth  of 
November,  advancing;  on  the  hi2;h  road  towards  Madrafs;  but  a 
large  detachment,  under  the  command  of  Mr.Soupire,  proceeded  along 
the  bank  of  the  Paliar,  with  orders  to  halt  between  the  river  and 
Chinglapet.  On  the  fame  day  the  partizan  Lambert,  with  his  troops 
and  two  fmall  field-pieces,  attacked  the  pettah  of  Pondomalee,  which 
the  Enfign,  Crowley,  attempted  to  defend,  but  was  driven  into  the 
fort  with  the  lofs  of  30  or  40  of  his  Sepoys  killed  and  wounded,' 
and  two  of  their  ferjeants,  Europeans,  were  made  prifoners.  On  the 
4th  of  December,  Mr.  Lally  reconnoitred  the  fort  of  Chinglapet  in 
perfon,  within  mufket-fhot ; and,  contrary  to  the  found  rules  of  war, 
and  perhaps  his  own  convidlion,  determined  to  leave  it  in  his  rear. 
On  the  yth,  the  whole  army  halted  at  Vendaloor,  and  l^ambert’s 
’party  appeared  in  light  of  the  Mount,  where  the  Englifh  army  had 
been  reinforced  with  400  more  Europeans  from  the  town,  being  all 
that  remained,  excepting  the  invalids  and  artillery : 300  had  been 
pofted,  a mile  and  half  in  the  rear  of  the  main  camp,  at  Sidapet  or 
the  little  Mount,  to  guard  the  bridge  and  ford  over  the  river  of  St. 
Thome  ; but  on  the  night  after  the  appearance  of  Lambert’s  party, 
thefe  troops  were  fent  back  to  the  town,  and  the  lame  number  w^ere 
detached  to  fupjily  their  place  from  the  camp ; for  Colonel  Lawrence 
had  no  intention  to  rilk  a general  aefion.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  9th, 
a confiderable  body'  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  fight  of  the  Mount ; 
but  Mr.  Lally  had  left  his  camp  ffanding  at  VTndaloor,  of  which 
Colonel  Lawrence  received  intelligence,  and  regarded  this  appear- 
ance of  not  moving  far  from  it,  as  a feint  to  cover  the  intention  of 
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a forced  march  in  the  night,  higher  up,  acrofs  the  river  of  St. 
Thome,  which  might  bring  the  French  army  before  morning  be- 
tween the  Englifh  cam])  and  Madrafs,  and  cut  off  their  retreat  to 
the  town : he  therefore  immediately  flruck  his  tents,  and  marched, 
back  with  the  whole  army  to  the  Choultry  plain. 

The  ground  fo  called  commenceth  about  2000  yards  fouth-wefl;  of 
the  wdhtc  town  of  Madrafs,  or  Fort  St.  George,  from  w'hich  it  is 
feparated  by  two  rivers.  The  one,  called  the  river  of  T riplicane, 
W'inding  from  the  wed,  gains  the  fea  about  a thoufand  yards  to  the 
fouth  of  the  glacis.  The  other  coming  from  the  north-weft,  pafteth 
near  the  weftern  fide  of  the  black  town,  the  extremity  of  which  is 
high  ground,  which  the  river  rounds,  and  continues  to  the  eaft, 
until  within  100  vards  of  the  fea,  where  it  wafheth  the  foot  of  the 
glacis,  and  then  turning  to  the  fouth  continueth  parallel  with  the 
beach,  until  it  joins  the  mouth  and  bar  of  the  river  of  Triplicane. 
From  the  turning  of  the  river  at  the  high  ground,  a canal,  ftriking 
to  the  fouth,  communicates  with  the  river  of  Triplicane.  The 
low  ground  included  by  the  channels  of  the  two  rivers  and  the  ca- 
nal, is  called  the  iftand,  which  is  about  3000  yards  in  circumfe- 
rence. J 200  yards  from  the  ftrand  of  the  fea  is  a long  bridge 
leading  from  the  iftand  over  the  Triplicane  river,  to  a road  which 
continues  Ibuth  to  the  town  of  St.  'Fhome.  Another  bridge  over 
the  canal,  leads  to  the  weft,  and  amongft  others  to  a t illage 
called  Egmore,  from  which  this  bridge  takes  its  name.  Coming 
from  the  Ibuth  or  weft,  thefe  two  bridges  afford  the  only  convenient 
accefs  to  the  fort  or  white  town,  exce})ting  another  along  the  ftrand 
of  the  fea,  when  the  bar  of  the  Trij)licane  ri^•er  is  choked  with  land. 
All  the  ground  between  the  St.  Thome  road  and  the  fea  is  filled 
with  villages  and  enclofures;  and  fo  is  that  on  the  left,  for  half" 
a mile  towards  the  Choultry  plain,  from  which  a road  and  feverri 
fmaller  paft'ages  lead  through  them  to  the  St.  Thome  Road. 

It  was  neither  the  intention  of  the  Prefidency,  nor  of  Colonel 
Lawrence  himfelf,  to  rilk  the  army  on  the  Choultry  plain,  more' 
than  they  had  at  the  Mount ; for  a defeat  in  the  field  was  the  certain 
lofs  of  Madrafs,  as  the  enemy  in  their  ftiperiority  had  300  European 
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17^8.  Iiorfe,  excellently  mounted  and  difciplined ; the  greateft  number 
which  had  hitherto  appeared  together  in  India.  The  intention 
was  to  gain  time,  for  every  day  was  precious;  and  not  to  difpirit 
the  troops,  who  were  to  fuhain  the  impending  fiege,  and  might 
have  made  finifter  refledlions  if  they  had  been  haftily  led  back  with- 
in the  walls,  before  their  own  underflandings  were  convinced  of  the 
neceffity.  The  ground  and  the  advantages  which  were  taken  of  it 
by  Colonel  Lawrence,  fecured  their  retreat,  when  it  Ihould  become 
neceffary. 

The  Choultry  plain  extends  two  miles  to  the  weft  of  the  cnclo- 
fures  which  bound  the  St.  Thome  road,  and  terminates  on  the 
other  tide  at  a large  body  of  water  called  the  Mellapore  Tank, 
behind  which  runs  with  deep  windings,  the  Triplicane  river. 
The  road  from  the  Mount  pafles  two  miles  and  a half  under  the 
mound  of  the  tank,  and  at  its  iffue  into  the  Choultry  plain,  was  a 
kind  of  defile,  formed  by  the  mound  on  one  hand,  and  buildings 
with  thick  enclofures  on  the  other.  Colonel  Lawrence,  retreating; 
from  the  Mount,  halted  and  remained  during  that  and  the  next  day, 
which  was  the  loth,  oppofite  to  this  defile.  On  the  iith  he  cut 
through  the  mound  of  the  tank,  which  fwamped  the  whole  length 
of  the  road,  and  then  retreated  to  the  other  extremity  of  the  plain, 
clofe  to  the  enclofures  neareft  the  Triplicane  river.  In  this  litua- 
tion  his  field-pieces  commanded  the  road  leading  acrols  the  plain  to 
that  part  of  the  enclofures  through  which  this  road  continues  to  that 
of  St.  I'home,  which  from  the  jundlion  continues  ftraight  to  the 
bridge  of  Triplicane.  Three  companies  of  Sepoys  were  advanced  in 
front  on  the  left,  to  a choultry  ftanding  at  the  Ikirt  of  the  plain, 
where  the  road  enters  the  enclofures. 

The  French  army  remained  at  the  hlount  during  the  iith,  but 
marched  before  day-break  on  the  12th;  and  at  fiin-rife  all  their  Eu- 
ropean cavalry,  having  taken  a circuit  to  the  fouth  of  the  plain,  ap- 
peared at  the  choultry  fo  unexpectedly,  that  the  Sepoys  Icarcely 
ftaid  to  s:ive  their  firft  fire,  and  ran  into  the  enclofures  on  their  left, 
through  which  they  gained  the  main  body.  The  cavalry,  thinking 
themfelves  fecured  by  a fmall  grove,  which  was  in  the  rear  of  the 
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choiiltry,  drew  up  in  the  front  of  it,  bet  were  immediately  annoyed  by 
the  advanced  field-pieces  ; of  which,  fev'eral  fhot  made  way  through 
the  trees  and  killed  three  troopers;  on  which,  all  gallopped  away  to 
the  St.  Thome  road,  intending,  it  fhould  leem,  to  pufh  to  Triplicane- 
bridge,  and  then  either  continue  on  the  ifland,  or  advance  along  the 
ftrand  of  the  river  in  the  rear  of  the  Englifh  army;  but  oppofite  to  the 
governor’s  garden,  500  yards  from  the  bridge,  they  found  the  road 
ftockaded  acrofs,  as  well  as  the  lane  on  the  left,  along  the  garden-wall, 
by  which  they  might  iikewife  have  come  round;  and  in  thefe  two 
pofts  were  three  companies  of  Sepoys,  with  two  guns  ; and  the  St. 
Thome  road,  for  a long  way,  had  no  other  ilTue  to  the  left.  The 
firft  fire  from  the  fiiockades  drove  the  cavalry  up  the  road  until  out 
of  reach. 

Mean  while  the  main  body  of  the  French  army  appeared  ififu- 
ing  from  along  the  mound  of  the  Meliapore  tank,  and  advanced 
along  the  road,  which  was  here  between  an  avenue  of  trees, 
cannonading  at  intervals  from  fome  of  their  field-pieces : they 
were  anfwered  without  intermiffion  by  fix  from  the  Englifh  line, 
until  their  van  were  half  through  the  avenue,  and  within  1000 
yards,  when  Colonel  Lawrence  ordered  the  retreat.  The  line 
marched  off  their  ground  by  the  right,  and  paffing  a village  called 
Chindadrapettah,  crofiTed  the  river  of  Trijilicane,  where  it  was  for- 
dable without  difficulty;  they  then  continued  round  two  or  three 
hamlets  to  the  Egmore  bridge,  which  leads  over  the  canal  into  the 
Ifiand.  Here  they  halted  fome  time  to  receive  a guard  of  30  Europeans 
pofled  in  a redoubt  at  Egmore,  in  which  was  the  powder-mill  of 
the  garrilbn.  As  foon  as  this  party  joined,  the  whole  army  crofiTed 
the  bridge,  and  after  fome  detachments  of  Europeans  and  Sepoys  had 
been  draughted  and  lent  to  defend  the  pafifes  of  the  black  town, 
the  refi-  of  the  army  marched  into  the  fort.  Mr.  Laiiy  gave  no  in- 
terruption to  the  retreat,  probably  becaufe  he  fulpeded  lome  ftrata- 
gems.  Three  Europeans  were  killed  in  the  cannonade,  but  the 
French  lofi;  10,  and  as  manv  wounded. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  main  body  of  the  French  army  were 
advancing  to  the  Choultry  plain,  their  irregular  Sepoys  with  Lam- 
bert 
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1758.  'berthad  jjroceeded  along  the  fouth  fide  of  the  San  Thome  river,  in 
to  attack  a redoubt  fitnated  on  the  fide  of  it  near  the  fea. 
The  guard  was  only  one  company  of  Sepoys,  who,  getting  intelli- 
-gence  in  time,  retreated  along  the  beach  and  arrhed  fafe  in  the 
garrif  bn. 

As  foon  as  Colonel  I^awrence  came  into  the  fort,  the  council  of 
the  Prefidencr  aflembled,  and  lyy  an  unanimous  vote  committed  the 
defence  of  the  fiege  to  the  governor  Mr.  Pigot,  recommending  to  him 
to  confult  Colonel  Lawrence  on  all  occalions,  and  on  extraordinarv 
emergencies  to  affemble  a council  of  the  fuperiof  officers  of  tho-gar- 
rifon.  The  French  army  immediately  encamped  on  the  ground  which 
•the  Englifli  had  quitted,  but  fent  a detachment  acrofs  the  Tripli- 
cane  river,  which  took  poft  in  the  redoubt  at  Egmore. 

As  the  French  army  were  advancing  from  the  Mount,  300  Euro- 
])eans,  with  two  twelve-pounders,  had  been  fent  olf' under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Murphy,  againlf  Pondamalee.  They 
arriyed  at  noon,  and  Murphy  fummoned  Enfign  Crouley^,  with 
threats,  as  refifting  in  an  untenable  poft,  although  the  fort  Avas  of 
ftone,  and  furrounded  by  a wet  ditch.  On  Crowley’s  refufal,  the 
twelye-pounders  were  employed  until  night,  when  20  of  the 
French  detachment  had  been  killed  or  wounded,  and  little  damage 
had  been  done  to  the  wall ; but  the  Sepoys  within,  expecting  nei- 
ther fuccour  nor  quarter,  began  to  waver;  on  which,  Crowley 
•marched  with  them  out  of  the  fort  in  deep  filence  at  midnight,  and 
pafiing  where  he  was  apprized  the  enemy  kept  flight  watch,  got 
out  of  reach  before  they  were  ready  to  purfue  ; and,  knowing  the 
country,  came  in  the  next  morning  by  the  north  of  the  black  town. 
The  number  was  500,  in  fiye  companies,  of  which  three  were  the 
earrifon  of  Pondamalee,  and  two  had  retreated  hither  from  the  fort 
of  Tripaffore. 

Their  arrival  brought  in  the  laff  of  the  troops,  Rationed  in  diffant 
out-pofts,  and  completed  the  force  with  which  Madrafs  was  to  fuf- 
tain  the  fiege.  The  roll  of  the  European  military,  including  the 
officers  with  64  topafles,  and  89  coffrees  incorporated  in  the  compa- 
nies, 
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nies,  amounted  to  1758  men.  The  Sepoys  were  2220.  Of  the  1758. 
Europeans  24  were  troopers  mounted.  The  Nabob’s  horfe  were 
200  ; but,  from  experience,  very  little  fervice  was  expeded  from 
them.  The  European  inhabitants  not  military  were  150  men, 
and  they  w ere  appropriated  without  diftindlion  to  ferve  out  ftores  ‘ 
and  provifipns  to  the  garrifon.  The  native  boatmen,  who  alone 
can  ply  acrofs  the  furf,  had  been  retained  by  fpecial  encourage- 
ments, and  their  huts,  >vith  their  maffoolas  or  boats,  extended 
under  the  w'all  ne.xt  the  fea,  \vhere  it  was  fuppofed  not  a fhot 
was  hkely  to  fall.  The  Nabob,  with  his  family  and  attendants, 
had  come  into  the  fort  on  the  day  that  the  army  retreated  from  the 
Mount ; but  although  lodged  in  one  of  the  beft  houfes,  were  much 
ftraiteiied  for  want  of  the  room  and  conveniences  to  which  they  had 
been  accuftomed. 

The  French  army  continued  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Triplicane 
river  daring  the  day  they  arrived  from  the  Mount,  and  all  the  next ; 
but  at  two  in  the  morning  of  the  1 4th  were  in  motion,  and  having 
pafied  the  river  wTere  the  Englifh  had  crolTed,  proceeded  at  the  back 
of  Egmore  to  the  village  of  Viparee,  which  is  about  a mile  to  the 
north-weft  of  that  poft,  and  from  whence  a good  road  leads  nearly 
weft  to  the  northern  part  of  the  black  town.  Parts  of  the  ancient 
bound  hedge,  and  the  ruins  of  fome  guard-houfes,  ftill  remained 
along  the  north  and  weft  tides  of  the  black  town ; and,  with 
the  channel  of  the  northern  river,  rendered  the  greateft  part  of  the 
weftern  tide  very  defenfible ; but  on  the  fide  facing  the  north,  were 
many  gaps,  too  open  to  be  maintained.  The  army,  having  advanced 
to  the  ford  acrofs  which  the  road  from  Viparee  leads  into  the  town, 
fired  their  field-pieces  before  them,  wTich  the  guards  returned 
with  their  mulketry,  but  the  Sepoys  only  with  one  fire,  and  then 
ran  away.  The  Europeans,  neverthelefs,  defended  the  ford,  and 
feveral  other  acceftes  on  either  hand,  until  they  perceived  that  feve- 
ral  parties  of  the  enemy  had  entered  on  the  north  fide ; when  all 
retreated  as  faft  as  they  could  to  the  fort,  and  none  were  inter- 
cepted. In  the  fkirmifhes,  three  of  them  had  been  killed  ; but  of  the 
enemy,  eleven.  Soon  after,  the  whole  of  the  French  army  ap- 
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1758.  peared  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  town,  where  the  flreets  opened 
the  eij^lanade  of  the  fort.  The  regiment  of  Tally  took  up 
their  quarters  near  the  beach  of  the  fea.  Lorrain,  with  the  batta- 
lion of  India,  on  the  riling  ground  to  the  wed: ; but  both  be- 
hind buildings  which  fcreened  them  from  the  fire  of  the 
ramparts.  A multitude  of  the  natives,  with  the  uiual  defpon- 
dency  of  their  charadfer,  had  remained  in  their  habitations  until  the 
iafl  hour,  and  now  came  pouring  upon  the  glacis,  imploring  admit- 
tance into  the  covered  way,  but  were  refufed,  and  ad^  ifed,  to  make 
their  efcape  as  well  as  they  could  in  the  night ; feveral  fpies  and 
two  or  thi'ee  deierters  came  mingled  amongd;  them,  who  reported 
that  the  French  troops  were  all  employed  in  ranl'acking  the  houfes, 
and  that  they  had  dilcovered  feveral  warehoufes  filled  with  arrack, 
with  which  mod:  of  them  had  already  got  drunk ; and  fuch  as  were 
perceived  from  the  town,  appeared  daggering  under  their  loads  and 
liquor ; on  which  it  was  refolved  to  make  a ftrong  fally  before  they 
fhould  have  time  to  recover  themfelves. 

Five  hundred  of  the  bed:  men  were  draughted,  and  given  to  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Draper,  who  fuggefted  the  defign ; 
and  100,  with  Major  Brereton  were  to  follow  a little  while  after,  as 
a covering  party.  At  eleven  o’clock  Draper’s  detachment  marched 
out  of  the  weflern  ravelin ; two  companies  of  grenadiers  led  the 
line,  but  the  two  field-pieces  were  in  the  rear.  Their  way  was  firft, 
300  yards  flraight  on  to  the  weft,  v/here  a bridge  crodTes  a ftagnated 
arm  of  the  river  that  communicates  with  the  wxdern  ditch  of  the  fort. 
This  bridge  gives  accefs  to  and  from  the  black  town  by  the  afeent 
of  the  rifing  ground,, and  is  laid  pointing  to  the  n.  w.  the  afeent 
begins  almoft  as  foon  as  you  have  eroded  the  bridge,  and  the  road 
to  tlie  top  continues  about  300  yards  in  that  direftion,  when 
it  turns  into  a long  ftreet  of  Indian  houfes,  w hich  runs  nearly  north 
and  Ibuth,  and  is  eroded  by  feveral  others  on  either  hand.  Such 
was  the  negligence  and  fecurity  of  the  French  army,  that  they  did 
not  perceive  the  approach  of  the  detachment,  until  apprized  by  a 
mlftake  of  the  Englifh  drummers,  moft  of  whom  being  black  boys, 
began  to  beat  the  grenadiers  march  as  foon  as  they  entered  the  ftreet : 

on 
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on  which  the  whole  line  from  one  end  to  the  other  fet  up  their  liuzza ; 
but  even  on  this  warning  the  enemy  did  not  look  out  with  fufficient 
attention  to  be  certified  in  which  ffreet  the  detachment  was  advancing, 
but  drew  u])  at  the  head  of  another,  which  ran  parallel  to  it,  about 
loo  yards  on  the  left;  in  which  they  ‘advanced  2 or  3 platoons 
about  50  yards  lower  down,  at  the  opening  of  a crofs-ftreet  which 
gave  a flraight  communication  between  the  two  : the  Englifh  troops 
marching  on  did  not  receive  a fhot  until  they  came  oppofite  to  this  ad- 
vanced guard,  which  then  fired,  and  with  execution,  for  the  diftance 
was  point  blank:  the  firlf  of  the  line  returned  the  fire,  but  being  the 
company  of  grenadiers  halted-  no  longer  than  this  operation,  and 
then  proceeded;  for  Draper,  knowing  how  near,  and  where  the 
enemy’s  main  body  were  drawn  up,  would  not  flop  the  line,  but 
flationed  two  platoons  from  the  fucceeding  companies  to  continue 
the  fire,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  breaking  through  the  flreet. 
He  at  the  fame  time  ordered  the  two  field-pieces  tq  advance  from  the 
rear  to  the  front,  and  the  troops  marching  in  whole  files  opened  to 
the  right  and  left  to  let  them  pafs ; but  before  they  were  brought 
up,  the  grenadiers  and  fome  more  had  pufhed  on  to  the  head 
of  the  long  flreet,  in  which  they  were  marching.  This  was 
terminated  by  another  much  broader  that  croffed  it,  coming  on  the 
right  from  thd"efplanade  of  the  fort  to  the  eafl,  and  continued  100 
yards  on  the  other  hand  to  the  weft  of  the  long  ftreet,  where  the 
crofs-ftreet  turned  to  the  north  and  then  again  to  the  weft.  In  that 
part  of  th’e  crofs-ftreet  to  the  left  appeared  the  regiment  of  Lorrain, 
with  four  field -pieces,  drawn  up  facing  the  fouth,  oppofite  to  the 
ftreet  in  which  they  had  pofted  their  advanced  guard,  and  were  ex- 
pe6ling  the  Englifti  troops;  to  whom  in  this  pofition  they  prefented 
their  flank  quite  naked.  Beyond  them,  in  the  continuation  of  the 
ftreet,  after  it  has  turned  to  the  north,  the  battalion  of  India,  which 
comprifed  the  troops  belonging  to  the  French  company,  were  af- 
fembling.  -Not  a moment  was  loft  in  taking  the  advantage;  the 
grenadiers,  and  as  many  more  as  the  breadth  of  the  ftreet,  which 
was  here  50  yards,  would  admit,  faced  and  fired;  but  had  fcarcely 
time  to  give  a fecond,  before  the  two  field-pieces  came  up.  In  that 
part  of  the  crofs-ftreet  where  the  Englifh  troops  had  faced,  and  in 
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front  of  their  left,  almolf  adjoining  to  the  long  ftreet  they  had 
paffed  through,  lay  the  ruins  of  a demolifhed  houfe,  which  fpread 
more  than  half-way  over  the  crofs-flreet,  and  although  not  high 
e’lough  to  prevent  a finglc  rank  of  mulketry  from  firing  over  the 
rubbifh,  did  not  admit  the  field-pieces,  which  were  therefore  drawn 
up  to  the  right  of  the  rubbifh,  and  the  troops  which  had  flood 
there  mac!e  room  for  them,,  by  crowding  along  the  adjoining  v/alls 
on  that  fide  of  the  crofs-ftreet.  Thefe  alterations  created  fome  con- 
fulion;  for  they  were  made  with  much  hurry  from  the  ardour  of 
letting  the  field-pieces  to  work;  which  did  not  difappoint  the  expec- 
tation, but  firing  with  grape  knocked  down  numbers.  Lorrain 
fcarcely  flood  a minute  before  all  the  men  ran  into  the  oppofite 
houfes;  and  all  the  officers  could  do  was  to  turn  the  field-pieces, 
which  the  gunners  likewife  abandoned  after  the  very  firfl  difcharge. 
Draper  immediately  commanded  his  own  firing  to  ceafe,  and  the 
grenadiers  to  follow  him  to  the  enemy’s  guns,  to  which  he  ran,  and 
fired  a piftol,  but  without  effeel,  at  an  officer  who  remained  by  them, 
which  the  officer  having  returned  with  as  little,  offered  to  furrender 
himfelf  and  the  guns,  w'hen  Draper  perceived  that  he  had  been  fol- 
k>w^ed  by  only  four  grenadiers.  In  the  fame  inflant,  many  of  the 
French  foldiers,  encouraged  by  the  ceafing  of  the  Englifh  fire,  and 
the  backwardnefs  of  the  men  to  advance  with  Draper,  gathered 
again  in  the  ftreet,  and  began  to  fire;  by  w^hich  two  of  the  grena- 
diers were  killed,  and  the  other  two  wounded  before  they  got 
back  to  their  own  men,  and  Draper  returned  with  them.  Now  the 
field-pieces  and  mulketry  on  both  fides  commenced  the  hotteft  fire; 
but  with  encreafing  havock  from  the  enemy,  whofe  numbers  were 
augmented  every  moment  by  the  battalion  of  India ; and  many  of 
the  Englifh  foldiers  began  in  their  turn  to  take  fhelter  in  the  neareft 
houfes  and  encloflires.  Neverthelefs,  the  brunt  of  this  fight  con- 
tinued 20  minutes,  when  Draper  convinced  that  no  fuccefs  w'as  to 
be  expedted,  and  that  the  arrival  of  Tally’s  regiment  from  the  fea- 
fide  might  cut  off  the  whole  detachment,  ordered  the  retreat ; but 
not  a fingle  drummer  was  found  to  beat  it.  The  grenadiers  of  the 
Company’s  troops,  not  having  room  to  be  employed  in  the  crofs- 
o ftreet 
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ftreet  occupied  by  other  platoons  and  the  field-pieces,  had  gone  into  a 1758. 
large  enclofure  on  the  fide  of  the  ftreet  oppofite  to  the  rubbilh  ; and 
as  well  as  the  others  who  had  taken  dielter  in  hoiifes  on  the  right 
were  not  apprized  of  the  retreat : all  who  were  marched  huddled  to- 
gether down  the  crofs-ftreet,  which  opened  in  lefs  than  300  yards 
upon  the  elplanade,  and  under  the  prote61ion  of  the  guns  of  the  fort ; 
but  the  enemy  followed  fo  clofe,  and  their  fire  both  of  cannon  and  muf- 
ketry  became  fo  fuperior,  that  the  two  field-pieces  in  the  rear  of  the 
detachment  were  abandoned ; and  the  enemy’s  divifions  had  advanced 
to  the  enclofure  in  which  the  grenadiers  had  taken  refuge,  before  they 
had  thought  of  marching  out.  They  were  offered  quarter,  which  they 
accepted,  becaufe  they  could  make  no  effe61ual  refiltance,  although 
they  were  eighty,  the  prime  men  of  the  garrifon.  During  the  fight 
in  the  weftern  part  of  the  black  town,  the  regiment  of  Tally  towards 
the  fea  were  with  much  difficulty  got  under  arms  by  IVTr.  Buffy ; for 
mofi:  of  the  common  men  were  reeling  drunk.  Howe^■er,  they  had 
advanced,  fheltered  by  houfes  from  the  fire  of  the  fort,  until  they  came 
within  300  yards  of  the  flreet  in  which  the  Englifh  were  retreating, 
and  arrived  there  juft  as  the  line  were  coming  out  of  it  upon  the  ef- 
planade,  when  the  interval  between  them  was  open  to  the  fire  of  the 
fort ; the  fear  of  which,  and  the  miftruft  of  their  intoxicated  men, 
deterred  the  officers  from  leading  them  on  to  the  fair  attack  before 
them ; and  they  only  fired  random  mulketry,  and  from  two  field- 
pieces  ill-pointed  at  Draper’s  line,  who,  as  foon  as  out  of  the  ftreet, 
turned  fliort  to  the  fouth,  and  proceeded  on  the  lower  ground  under 
the  houfes  which  fkirted  the  weft  face  of  the  efplanade,  until  they 
•came  oppofite  to  the  north-weft  angle  of  the  glacis,  and  met  in  the 
way  the  covering  party  with  Major  Brereton,  which  had  advanced 
and  was  waiting  for  them  in  good  order  : the  nearer  the  line  came  to 
the  fort,  the  greater  became  their  hurry  to  get  into  it,  for  many  ran 
over  the  glacis ; but  all  the  officers,  with  as  many  men  as  they  could 
keep  together,  marched  in  order  to  the  entrance  on  the  eaftern  face 
of  the  north  ravelin.  No  officer,  excepting  Lieutenant  Billock,  was 
killed  on  the  fpot ; but  Major  Polier,  Captain  Hume,  and  Enfign 
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1758.  Chace,  were  mortally  wounded  : Polier  came  into  the  fort,  but  the 

taken.  Captain  Pafcall  and  Lieutenant  Elliot  were 
fhot  through  the  body;  Lieutenants  Stephen  Smith  and  Blair,  and 
Enfign  Cook,  were  wounded  and  taken ; but  recovered.  Of  rank  and 
file  103  were  taken,  of  whom  19  were  wounded:  fifty  came  in 
v’ounded,  and  fifty  were  left  dead  abroad,  of  whom  all  did  not  fall 
in  the  open  adion,  for  more  than  20  were  found  killed  in  dif- 
ferent houfes,  moftly  ftabbed  with  bayonets,  and  with  their  an- 
tagonifls  lying  dead  befide  them  ; fo  that  the  garrifon  loft  the  lives 
or  fervice  of  more  than  200  foldiers  and  fix  officers  by  this  fally. 
The  French  acknowledged  200  of  their  rank  and  file  killed  and 
wounded;  and  had  12  officers  wounded,  Saubinet  mortally,  and 
three  killed  on  the  fpot;  they  loft  only  four  prifoners,  of  whom 
one  was  the  Count  D’Eftaign ; his  quarters  were  with  Lally’s  regi- 
ment near  the  beach,  and  on  the  firft  firing  he  mounted  his  horfe, 
and  came  galloping  down  the  crofs-ftreet  to  the  rear  of  the  Englifh 
grenadiers,  whom,  being  fhort-fighted,  or  perhaps  not  feeing  at  all 
through  the  fmoke,  he  took  for  French  troops,  nor  perceived  his 
mi  flake  until  within  a few  yards,  when  his  horfe  ftumbling,  threw 
him,  and  before  he  could  recover  himfelf,  he  was  feized  by  two 
drummers,  who  had  their  fwords  drawn  to  ftab  him,  when  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  the  fame  who  was  afteinyards  taken  prifoner  himfelf, 
flepped  between:  his  confequence  being  known,  he  was  imme- 
diately fent  away  with  an  officer  and  a file  of  men  to  the  fort. 
IVIr.  Lally  blamed  exceffively  his  own  regiment  for  not  marching  on 
the  firft  fire,  which  had  they  done,  and  the  troops  been  lefs  intoxi- 
cated, it  is  probable  that  very  few  of  the  Englifh  detachment  would 
have  efcaped.  He  endeavoured  to  fix  the  fault  on  Mr.  Buffy,  who 
juftified  himfelf  by  the  delay  of  Mr.  Lally’s  orders,  without  which, 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  fervice,  the  regiment  could  not 
march;  and  then  Buffy  led  them.  Mr.  Lally  regretted  exceedingly 
the  lofs  of  Saubinet  and  the  Count  D’Eflaign,  and  with  reafon ; for 
the  one  poffelTed  all  the  qualities  of  an  able  general,  and  the  other  of 
an  aflive  partizan. 
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Very  few  cafes  permit  a ftrong  fally  from  the  garrifon  at  the  1758. 
opening  of  a fiege  ; the  prefent  was.  in  fome  meafure  juftified  by  the  DeTem^r. 
fuppofition  that  the  enemy’s  troops  were  intoxicated  and  in  confuhon : 
but,  notwithftandlng  the  ardour  of  the  onfet,  it  left  no  advantageoiis 
impreffion  of  the  firmnefs  of  the  garrifon  with  the  French  officers  ; 
and  Murphy,  one  of  the  moft  experienced,  propofed  that  a general 
afl'ault  fliould  be  made  on  the  town  in  the  enfuing  night,  in  four 
divifions,  and  offered  to  lead  the  principal  attack  himfelf.  It  was 
lucky  for  them  that  his  advice  was  not  followed. 

The  next  day  the  French  army  began  to  prepare  their  batteries, 
but  in  fituations  concealed  by  houfes  from  the  view  of  the  ramparts  ; 
however,  the  motions  to  and  fro  left  little  doubt  where  they  were 
at  work,  and  fhells  as  well  as  fhot  were  fired  at  intervals  throughout 
the  day  to  interrupt  them  ; although  fjDaringly,  except  when  certain  ^ 

of  effc6f ; and  this  prudent  thrift  was  obferved  throughout  all  the 
days,  until  they  opened  their  batteries : but  their  artillery  which  had 
embarked  for  the  fiege  was  flill  at  a diftance  at  fea,  and  on  the  day 
of  the  fally  a party 'of  four  companies  of  Sepoys,  detached  with 
Lieutenant  Airey  by  Captain  Preffon  from  Chinglapet,  took  the 
only  13  inch  mortar,  which  was  coming  by  land  : it  was  efcorted  bv 
1 50  Sepoys ; they  were  intercepted  and  defeated  between  Sadrafs  and 
Cobelong;  but  Airey,  having  no  bullocks  to  draw  off  the  mortar, 
ruined  it  as  well  as  he  could,  and  left  it  on  the  road. 

Intelligence  had  been  received  that  one  of  the  veffels  which  had 
been  laden  with  artillery  at  Alamparva,  was  detained  at  anchor  off 
the  point  of  Conimere,  about  1 5 miles  to  the  South  of  Sadrafs,  by 
the  contrary  wind  and  current ; and  a Dutch  fnow  being  in  the  road 
of  Madrafs,  it  was  refolved  to  equip  and  employ  her  to  attack  the 
French  veffel ; accordingly  20  failors  belonging  to  the  fquadron, 
who  had  been  lately  exchanged,  and  40  of  the  marines  left  by  Mr. 

Pococke,  were  fent  on  board  under  the  command  of  a naval  officer 
of  experience;  but  jufi:  as  he  was  going  to  weigh,  the  failors  refufed 
to  ferve,  pretending  that  they  knew  the  French  fliip  was  much  too 
firong  for  them;  on  which  they  were  relanded  on  the  loth,  and 
the  attempt  was  relinquifhed. 
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1758.  'riie  experience  of  the  very  few  days  that  the  fort  had  been  in- 
D^m^r.  convinced  the  Nabob  of  the  increafmg  inconveniences 

which  he  and  his  family  would  fufFer  by  continuing  in  it  through 
the  fiege ; and  the  garrifon  ftill  more  wilhed  to  be  freed  from  the 
ufclefs  confumption  and  embarraffment  of  his  retinue,  which  con- 
fined of  400  men,  with  200  horfes,  befides  other  cattle,  who, 
neverthelefs,  could  not  decently  be  difmiffed  whilfl:  he  remained. 
It  was  therefore  refolved,  with  mutual  fatisfaftion,  that  he  fliould 
proceed  by  fea  with  his  wife,  women,  and  children,  and  their  imme- 
diate attendants,  on  board  the  Dutch  fnow,  which  was  to  land  them 
at  the  Dutch  fettlement  of  Negapatam  ; from  whence,  being  in  the 
Tanjore  country,  they  might  proceed  fecurely  to  Tritchinopoly. 
They  embarked,  attended  by  one  of  the  council,  on  the  night  of 
the  20th,  and  before  morning  were  out  of  fight ; the  Nabob’s  de- 
pendents were  then  told,  that  they  might  provide  for  their  own 
iafety,  and  in  a few  nights  moff  of  them  quitted  the  town. 

On  the  1 6th  at  night,  a fally  was  made  to  the  north  by  40  Euro- 
peans, and  as  many  Sepoys  ; but  they  were  difcovered  before  they 
got  clear  of  the  glacis,  and  returned  without  firing.  Two  fallies 
were  made  on  the  night  of  the  1 9th  ; the  one  by  20  Eurojjeans  and 
. 30  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  Enfign  Bonjour,  who  proceeded 

to  the  nothward  under  the  beach  to  the  firff  houfes  beyond  the 
efplanade,  when  fome  of  the  Sepoys  cried  out  they  faw  horfe,  and 
giving  a fcattering  fire  took  flight,  which  obliged  the  Europeans, 
after  giving  theirs,  to  retreat  likewife ; but  before  thev  were  out  of 
reach,  they  received  the  enemy’s,  by  which  one  was  killed  and  two 
wounded.  The  other  fally  w^as  of  1000  Sepoys,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Jemaul  Saheb,  to  the  fouthward  ; they  were  to  beat  up  a 
guard  polled  at  the  garden-houfe,  and  then  proceed  to  St.  Thome, 
in  order  to  feize  a piece  of  battering  cannon  which  was  waiting 
there  for  bullocks,  under  the  efcort  of  a company  of  Sepoys  : they 
marched  over  the  Triplicane-bridge,  but  had  fcarcely  got  into  the  St. 
Thome  Road,  when  they  received  a fire  from  the  firft  enclofure  on 
the  left,  w hich  threw  the  whole  body  into  a panick,  and  all,  ex- 
cepting 
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cepting  30  or  40  returned  into  tlie  fort,  and  none  of  them  had  re- 
ceived a wound. 

On  the  2ift  another  detachment  of  1000  Sepoys  with  20  Euro- 
peans fallied  at  10  o’clock  in  the  day,  under  the  condud  of  Lieu- 
tenant Balantyne  and  Enfign  Crowley,  in  order  to  beat  up  a party 
with  2 guns  which  were  reported  to  be  polled  at  the  pagoda  in  the 
village  ofTriplicane  about  a mile  to  the  fouth  of  the  fort.  They 
crofled  the  bar  of  the  Triplicane  river,  and  proceeded,  driving  feveral 
fmall  Sepoy  guards  before  them  to  the  pagoda;  where,  not  finding 
either  the  party  or  the  guns  they  were  fceking,  they  turned  into  the 
St.  Thome  road,  and  croffing  it,  marched  along  the  other  road,  which 
leads  to  the  Choultry-plain,  intending  to  attack  the  enemy’s  guards 
on  the  outfide  of  the  enclolures  near  the  village  of  Chindadrepettah; 
but  before  they  arriv^ed  on  the  plain  300  Europeans  were  reported  ad- 
vancing from 'rriplicane  river,  on  which  the  detachment  marched  back 
to  the  bridge,  and  returned  by  the  flrand  of  the  river  to  the  bar,  where 
a company  of  grenadiers  were  waiting  to  cover  their  retreat.  Whilfl 
this  detachment  was  abroad,  two  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  drawn 
by  a great  many  bullocks  and  Coolies,  were  perceived  croffing  from 
the  village  of  Chindadrepettah  to  the  s.  w.  towards  the  black  town, 
and  being  within  random  fhot  of  the  weflern  baflions  feveral  cannon 
were  fired  upon  them,  which  foon  flopt  the  ’oullocks  and  Coolies, 
and  one  of  the  guns  funk  to  the  axel-tree  in  the  mud;  upon  which 
300  Sepoys,  encouraged  by  the  promife  of  a reward,  marched  with 
Jemaul  Saheb  to  fpike  up  thefe  guns:  on  their  appearance  the 
drivers  call  off  and  hurried  away  the  bullocks,  and  the  Coolies  ran 
away;  but  before  the  Sepoys  got  to  the  bridge,  which  leads  to 
Egmore,  200  European  horfe,  followed  by  fome  infantry,  appeared 
advancing  from  the  camp  in  the  black  town;  on  which  the  party 
was  recalled  into  the  fort. 

On  the  1 7th,  all  the  Englifh  prifoners  that  had  been  taken  at  the 
fally  were  fent  away  for  Pondicherry.  They  were  100,  and  were 
efcorted  by  150  of  the  European  horfe,  40  European  foot,  and  500 
Sepoys.  They  moved  flowly,  and  proceeded  towards  Sadrafs,  by  the 
road  near  the  fea  fhore,  which  paffeth  by  Cobelong,  where  they  were 
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halting  on  the  19th.  Captain  Prefton,  zealous  to  recover  the  pri- 
foners,  marched  in  the  night  of  the  19th,  with  the  greateft  part  of 
the  garrifoii  of  Chinglapet,  to  intercept  them.  His  party  was  only 
80  Europeans,  400  Sepoys,  and  two  field-pieces.  They  crofied  the 
country,  and  halted  at  i o o’clock  next  day  fix  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Sadrafs.  A channel  of  20  miles  in  length  extends  from  Cobelong 
to  within  three  miles  of  Sadrafs,  and  has  at  each  extremity  an  open- 
ing to  the  fea,  from  which  it  receives  its  water,  and  at  times  enough 
to  overflow  the  country  a mile  a-crofs,  in  which  fiate  it  was  at 
prefeiit.  Befides  the  road  leading  from  Cobelong  to  Sadrafs  along 
the  fea  fhore,  there  is  another  within  the  inundation,  and  Preflon 
remaining  where  he  had  halted  fent  half  his  force  over  the  water 
with  lieutenant  Airey,  to  wait  for  the  enemy  on  the  other  road ; two 
hours  after  appeared  a body  of  400  Sepoys,  within  fome  black  horfe, 
whom  Prefton  kept  at  a diftance  and  difperfed ; and  in  the  evening, 
Airey’s  party  returned  without  any  tidings  of  the  efcort,  which  had 
paflfed  on  to  Sadrafs  before  he  eroded  the  water,  on  which  Preflon 
marched  back  to  his  garifon,  where  he  arrived  the  next  day. 

The  commandant  Mahomed  Iflbof,  after  having  been  detained 
three  days  at  Outatore  by  the  rains,  arrived  on  the  29  th  of  No- 
vember at  Thiagar,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  killidar,  Kiftnarow, 
with  250  horfe,  and  1000  foot:  and  Mahomed  IflToof  himfelf  had 
enlified  100  horfe  on  the  road.  Their  forces  marched  on  thefirflof 
December,  and  invefted  Elavanalore,  which  flands  ten  miles  to  the 
weft  of  Thiagar.  There  were  in  the  fort  two  companies  of  Sepoys 
belonging  to  the  French,  with  a lieutenant,  Domefnil,  and  three 
other  Europeans,  a ferjeant,  and  two  gunners,  and  two  field-pieces : 
this  garrifon  defended  themfelves  until  the  clofe  of  the  evening, 
when  they  furrendered.  Fifty  of  the  Sepoys  took  fervice  with  Ma- 
homed Iflbof ; the  reft  were  difarmed  and  permitted  to  go  where 
they  pleafed,  but  the  four  Europeans  were  fent  to  Tritchinopoly : 
fome  ftores  and  ammunition  were  found  in  the  fort.  The  next  day 
Kiftnarow  went  away  with  his  own  troops  to  get  plunder,  and  on 
the  7th  burnt  a village  in  fight  of  Fort  St.  David;  but  Mahomed 
Iflbof  did  not  move  until  the  5th,  when  he  proceeded  to  Tricolore, 
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a fortified  pagoda,  ten  miles  to  the  north  of  Elavanafore.  On  the 
6th,  he  was  joined  by  200  horfe,  1500  Colleries,  and  250  Peons, 
fent  by  the  Poly  gar  Tondiman,  and  the  day  after  attacked  the 
pagoda,  in  which  were  three  companies  of  Sepoys,  who  defended  it 
with  much  adlivity  until  eight  at  night,  when  they  offered  to  fur- 
render  provided  they  were  permitted  to  march  away  with  their 
arms  and  effedls;  and  having  already  killed  15  and  wounded  55  of 
INIahomed  Iffcof’s  troops,  he  accepted  their  terms;  and  then  follow- 
ing the  track  of  Kiffnarow  marched  to  the  eaffward,  fpreading  his 
army  to  ravage  the  country,  all  of  which,  as  far  as  the  fea,  paid 
revenue  to  the  French.  On  the  1 5th  they  appeared  at  Villenore, 
within  fight  of  Pondicherry',  and  brought  fo  much  terror,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  villages  took  fhelter  in  crowds  within 
the  bound  hedge.  On  the  i8th  they  cut  the  mound  of  the  great 
tank  at  Valdoor,  and  let  out  the  water  to  deftroy  the  cultivations 
it  was  referved  to  fertilize.  The  fword  was  little  ufed,  but  fire 
every  where,  and  the  cattle  were  driven  away  to  Tricaloor.  Mr. 
Tally  on  hearing  of  thefe  devaffations,  fent  word  to  Mr.  Pigot, 
that  he  would  retaliate,  by  putting  men,  women,  and«  children  to 
the  fword  in  the  territory  about  Madrafs;  he  however  forbore  to 
execute  the  threat.  On  the  2 iff  Mahomed  IfToof  was  joined  by 
300  horf^  from  Tanjore,  not  furnifhed  by  the  king,  but  hired  there 
with  his  permiflion,  by  Mahomed  IfToof’s  agents;  on  the  fame  day 
Kiffnarow  returned  with  all  his  troops  to  Thiagar.  The  next, 
Mahomed  IfToof  began  his  march  from  Villaporum  to  the  north- 
ward, ftill  continuing  his  ravages.  Rajahfaheb,  with  a confiderable 
body  of  horfe,  had  been  for  Tome  time  at  Conjeveram,  waiting  to 
protedf  thofe  diffri6fs  from  his  excurfions,  and  on  his  approach' 
crofTcd  the  Paliar,  and  advanced  to  Salavauck,  as  feemingly  with  in- 
tention to  give  him  battle  ; but  on  better  intelligence  of  his  force, 
took  fhelter  under  the  guns  of  Vandiwafli.  Lambert  was  alfo  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Paliar  with  400  Sepoys,  25  Europeans,  and 
two  guns,  but  on  the  fame  information  marched  round  and  flopt  at 
two  days  diffance  in  his  rear.  On  the  25th  Mahomed  Ilfoof  with 
his  army  joined  Captain  Preffon  at  Chinglapet. 
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On  the  22cl  the  Harlem,  fo  long  expefted  by  the  enemy,  anchored 
in  the  evening  at  Onore,  three  leagues  to  the  north  of  the  biack 
town.  The  next  day,  the  Thames,  laden  with  all  kinds  of  pro- 
vifions,  arrived  in  the  road  from  Vizagapatam ; the  wind  was  high, 
and  the  fhip  had  but  two  anchors,  and  in  the  next  forenoon  parted 
from  that  by  which  fire  was  riding,  before  one  that  was  coming 
from  the  flrore  on  a catamaran  could  reach  her;  and  the  Harlem 
getting  under  weigh  from  Onore  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  flood  out  to 
fea,  intending  to  regain  the  road  in  the  evening,  but  before  night 
was  driven  out  of  fi^ht  to  leev^'ard.  She  broudrt  the  ne^^’s  of  the 
vi£lory  gained  by  Colonel  Forde  at  Pedipore  over  the  French  troops 
with  Mr.  Conflans,  which  the  fort  announced  to  the  enemy  by  21 
guns  pointed  upon  their  quarters  from  the  northern  baflions,  and  the 
fire  of  the  whole  garrifon  drawn  up  in  the  covered  v^ay.  The  next 
day  the  Harlem  flopped  and  feizecla  veffel  trading  from  the  northward, 
laden  with  1000  bags  of  rice,  of  which  the  French  camp  was  much 
in  want.  The  artillery  brought  by  the  Harlem  was  not  fufficient 
to  fupply  the  intended  batteries;  but  feveral  cannon  and  mortars 
unladen  from  the  Diligent  and  Expedition  at  Alamparvah,  and 
brought  in  boats  from  thence  to  San  Thome,  pafled  every  day  from 
this  place  to  the  camp  in  the  black  town,  and  generally  acrofs  the 
plain  of  Egmore,  within  fight  of  the  fort;  but  fince  the  fally  of  the 
Sepoys  on  the  2 1 fl,  the  efcorts  were  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  by 
any  parties  v/hich  the  garrifon  could  with  prudence  rifk  at  that 
diflance.  But  the  flock  of  gun-powder  neceffary  for  the  batteries 
was  not  yet  completed ; for  this  was  brought  the  whole  way  from 
Pondicherry  or  Alamparvah,  by  land;  and,  for  the  want  of  bullocks, 
with  much  delay. 

The  commandant  Mahomed  IfiToof  on  his  arrival  at  Chinglapet 
difpatched  the  greatefi;  part  of  his  horfe,  which  were  now  near  looc, 
to  ravage  and  deflroy  the  country  about  Conjeveram,  from  wEich 
the  French  government  drew  revenues,  and  their  army  before 
Madrafs,  provifions.  On  the  27th,  he  marched  himfelf  with  his  in- 
fantry, intending  according  to  inflrudlions  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Pigot,  to  furprize  the  French  troops  which  w^ere  quartered  in  the 
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town  of  San  Thome;  but  Captain  Prefton  thinking  this  a hazardous  I75^* 
enterprize,  refolved  to  participate  in  it,  and  accompanied  him  with  Dcctni^. 
80  Europeans,  two  field-pieces,  and  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  from 
his  garrifon.  They  arrived  at  the  Mount  on  the  29th,  and  were 
rejoined  the  fame  day  by  the  horfe  from  Conjeveram:  during  the 
enfuing  night,  a detachment  of  500  Europeans,  of  which  100  were 
cavalry,  600  Sepoys,  and  800  black  horfe,  marched  from  the  black 
town  and  other  pofts,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Soupire,  and  at 
day-break  the  next  morning  had  paffed  the  village  of  Sidapet,  and 
were  within  fight  of  the  Mount  before  their  approach  was  known; 
however,  the  adlivity  of  Prefton  and  Mahomed  Iffoof  ffopt  the  effedfs 
of  the  furprize,  and  in  a few  minutes  the  troops  from  both  their 
camps  were  in  march:  the  enemy  halted  and  began  to  cannonade, 
which  was  returned  and  continued  until  1 1 o’clock,  when  Captain 
Preffon  feeing  an  advantage,  made  a pufh  with  the  Chinglapet 
troops,  and  feized  two  of  their  guns,  whilfl;  Mahomed  Iffoof  with 
his  kept  the  main  body  at  bay  and  prevented  them  from  making  an 
effort  to  refcue  them;  however,  the  enemy  retreated  in  good  order  to 
Sidapet;  for  the  greatefl  part  of  Mahomed  Iflbofs  cavalry  were,  ifpoffi- 
ble,  worfe  than  the  black  horfe  with  the  French,  and  few  of  either 
ventured  within  arm’s  length  of  each  other.  Fifteen  of  the  French 
Europeans,  with  fome  of  their  Sepoys  and  horfes,  were  left  dead  on 
the  plain,  but  they  carried  away  their  wounded,  of  whom  fifteen 
were  troopers;  mod:  of  this  execution  was  done  by  the  field-pieces; 
the  Chinglapet  troops  loft  only  one  European,  but  feveral  Sepoys ; 
and  more  of  Mahomed  Iffoors  Sepoys  with  fome  of  his  horfemen, 
were  killed  and  wounded:  both  Prefton’s  and  Mahomed  Iffoof’s  di- 
vifions  continued  at  the  Mount. 

At  break  of  day  the  next  morning,  1000  Sepoys,  with  the 
troop  of  horfe,  fallied  from  the  garrifon  of  Fort  St.  George  by 
the  fouthern  gate,  in  order  to  beat  up  the  guards  at  the  bar  oft 
the  river,  the  garden-houfe,  and  the  village  of  Triplicane,  which 
they  efFciSted  without  oppofition;  they  likewife  intercepted  a 
tappy  or  letter-carrier,  coming  with  many  to  the  French  army, 
which  gave  information  of  the  arrival  of  a veflel  at  Pondicherry 
from  the  ifland  of  Mauritius  with  70  chefts  of  filver.  This 

day 
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clay  clofed  the  year.  Mr.  Lally  intended  to  open  the  next  with 
his  hrll  fire  againft  the  fort ; but  the  preparations  to  equip  a large 
detachment  intended  to  attack  the  troops  with  Preflon  and  Mahomed 
IfToof,  deferred  the  battery  to  the  2d  of  January. 

The  French,  whilfl:  in  pofTeffion  of  Fort  St.  George,  after  taken 
by  Labourdonnais,  had  made  feveral  improvements  and  additions  to 
the  flight  works  they  found,  which  nevcrthelefs,  rendered  the  fort 
little  capable  of  long  refinance  againft  the  regular  approaches  of  an 
European  enemy;  nor  had  they  given  any  extenfion  to  the  internal 
area,  which  did  not  exceed  1 5 acres  of  ground.  Neverthelefs,  the 
Englifti  let  the  place  remain  in  the  ftate  they  received  it  from  the 
French  in  1751,  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1756;  when  the 
expe<ftation  of  another  war  with  that  nation,  and  the  reports  of  the 
great  preparations  making  in  France  againft  India,  dictated  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  rendering  it  completely  defenfible.  Accordingly  all  the 
Coolies,  labourers,  and  tank  diggers,  which  the  adjacent  country 
could  fupply,  were  from  this  time  conftantly  employed  on  the  for- 
tifications: their  daily  number  generally  amounted  to  4000  men, 
women,  and  children,  who  had  continued  on  the  works  until  lately 
driven  away  by  the  approach  of  the  French  army  from  Conjeveram. 

An  addition  had  been  projected  in  the  year  1 743  by  the  engineer 
Mr.  Smith,  father  of  Captain  Jofeph  Smith,  which  included  as 
much  ground  as  the  former  area  of  the  fort : the  ditch  which  marked 
its  limits  was  then  dug  and  faced  with  brick,  and  was  fupplied  with 
v'ater  by  a communication  with  the  northern  river,  which  at  that 
• time  ran  along  the  foot  of  the  ancient  wall  to  the  weft;  but  on 
account  of  the  expence,  nothing  was  then  raifed  above  the  furface, 
and  the  naked  ditch  remained  when  De  Labourdonnais  came  before 
the  town,  neither  an  obftru£lion  nor  an  advantage  to  his  attack.  It 
was  in  the  fame  condition  in  1756,  when  the  new  works  were  re- 
folved  on ; and  the  plan  of  Mr.  Smith  having  been  approved  by  Mr. 
Robins,  the  fortifications  on  this  fide  were  raifed  in  conformity  to 
that  projedlion.  To  join  the  new  rampart  with  the  old  baftion  to 
the  s.w.  and  to  gain  the  ground  in  the  new  area  which  was  occu- 
pied by  the  river,  its  bed  was  filled  up,  beginning  from  the  s.  w. 
baftion,  with  earth  xlug  from  the  edge  of  the  rifing  ground  of  the 

black 
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black  town  to  the  north-wefb,  which  the  excavation  removed  46  yards  1 759. 
farther  from  the  works ; but  only  two-thirds  of  the  bed  of  the  river 
under  the  old  wall  had  been  choked  up.  The  river,  ftopped  in'  its 
former  channel,  was  direded  in  another,  which  environed  the  well: 
and  part  of  the  fouth  face  of  the  new  works,  wafhing  in  fome 
places  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  until  it  rejoined  its  former  bed  at  the 
head  of  the  fpit  of  land.  The  old  wall  of  the  weftern  fide  ftill  re- 
mained as  a retrenchment  to  cajritulate  on,  in  cafe  the  outward  fhould 
be  carried.  The  new  extention  on  this  fide  comprifed  three  large 
baftions  and  their  out-works.  The  fouthern  of  thefe  three  baftions 
communicated  with  the  old  baftion,  which  ftood  before  on  the  s.  w. 
angle,  by  the  curtain  raifed  acrofs  the  former  channel  of  the  river ; 
and  this  curtain  increafed  the  fouth  face  of  the  fort  from  130  to  210 
yards.  Neverthelefs,  the  works  on  this  fide  were  much  lefs  de- 
fenfible  than  thofe  to  the  well;  and  north;  but  the  furface  of  water 
and  quagmire  in  the  river  before  it,  rendered  this’  front  inaccefiible, 
excejiting  by  the  labours  of  a much  greater  army,  than  the  prefent 
attack.  The  ground  on  the  north  of  the  fort  gave  the  befieger  much 
more  advantage  than  on  the  other  fides  ; and  this  face  was  therefore 
flrengthened  in  proportion : the  two  former  baftions  and  rampart, 
as  improved  and  left  by  the  French,  were  fuffered  to  remain ; but 
the  ditch  and  glacis  which  they  had  dug  and  raifed,  were,  the  one 
filled  up,  and  the  other  removed  further  out,  to  admit  better  works. 

In  the  front  of  the  n.  w.  baftion  was  raifed  another  capable  of  mount- 
ing 28  guns;  each  of  the  faces  were  100  yards  in  length,  and  a 
battalion  might  be  drawn  up  on  its  rampart,  although  a large 
vacancy  was  left  in  the  gorge,  or  back  part,  to  increafe  the  interval 
towards  the  former  baftion  behind,  which  this  was  intended  to  co- 
ver : it  was,  from  its  fuperior  ftrength,  called  the  royal  baftion..  A 
demi  baftion,  correfponding  with  the  royal,  was  raifed  before  the  old 
N.  E.  baftion,  that  ftood  on  the  beach  of  the  fea,  which,  however,  the 
demi  baftion  did  not  entirely  envelop;  for  its  right  hand  or  eaft  face 
extending  in  a line  parallel  to  the  fea,  adjoining  to  the  fhoulder  angle 
of  the  northern  face  of  the  old  baftion,  leaving  this  face  free  to  fire  for- 
ward, but  confining  the  extent  of  ground  it  commanded  to  the  fame 
width  as  the  fpace  between  the  eaft  face  of  the  demi  baftion  and  the 

fea; 
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I 759.  feai  to  the  weftward,  the  old  badioii  had  two  guns  clear  of  the  demi 
Janua^  baftioii,  which  fupplied  the  defence  on  this  tide  by  four  guns  in  the 
flank,  and  feven  in  its  northern  face.  The  two  new  baftions  commu- 
nicated with  each  other  by  a broad  fauflfebray  that  paflfed  along  the 
foot  of  the  old  rampart  and  baftions;  this  faulTebray  was  defended 
by  a flout  parapet  feven  feet  high,  which  adjoined  to  the  flanks  of  the 
new  baftions.  The  ditch  on  this  front  was  dry,  becaufe  the  ground 
here  was  feven  feet  higher  than  the  level  of  the  canal  which  fupplied 
the  ditches  to  the  weft  and  fouth;  but  a cuvette  or  trench,  feven  feet 
deep  and  25  feet  broad,  was  dug  the  whole  length  of  the  ditch,  which 
before  the  fauflebray  was  1 80  feetwide,  and  before  the  baftions,  ninety. 
The  covered  way  of  this  front  was  broad  and  well  pallifaded,  and  con- 
tained between  the  two  baftions  a large  ravelin  capable  of  i 8 guns, 
nine  in  each  of  its  faces.  The  glacis  was  excellent,  and  little  was 
wanting  to  complete  the  defences  on  this  fide,  excepting  mines, 
which  the  want  of  time  and  bricklayers  had  not  allowed.  The 
weftern  face  had  likewife  its  covered- way  palifaded,  and  glacis,  and 
contained  three  ravelins,  of  which  that  in  the  middle  was  the  largeft. 
The  eaftern  face  extended  along  the  beach  of  the  fea  within  twenty 
yards  of  the  furf;  but  fhips  could  not  approach  near  enough  to  batter 
it  with  any  efFedl;  and  no  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it  by 
land.  Before  the  fea  gate,  which  flands  in  the  middle  of  the  cur- 
tain, was  a battery  of  1 3 guns ; fifty  yards  on  the  right  of  this  bat- 
tery was  a platform  of  old  ffanding,  with  14  guns  to  return  falutes, 
which  had  hitherto  been  left  without  a parapet : the  original  curtain, 
although  nothing  more  than  a brick  wall  four  feet  thick,  had  never 
been  flrengthened ; but  a trench,  fix  feet  deep  and  10  Made,  had 
lately  been  dug  before  it ; and  a ditch,  Math  palifadoes,  was  intended 
to  have  been  carried  round  the  battery  and  the  platform,  but  had  not 
been  executed  at  either.  The  only  danger  on  this  fide  was  from  a 
fudden  aflfault  or  furprize,  which  could  rarely  come  by  boats  landing 
unawares  acrofs  the  furf;  but  always,  and  with  eafe,  by  a body  of 
men  paffing  on  the  edge  of  it  by  either  of  the  baftions  at  the  extre, 
mities  ; to  prevent  M'hich,  a row  of  anchors,  backed  by  palifades,  and 
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a trench  were  extended  horn  the  neck  of  each  bahion  quite  into  i 759. 
the  hirf.  No  buildings,  excepting  fheds,  had  been  raifed  in  the 
new  sround  taken  into  the  wehward  ; and  in  thofe  of  the  old, 
the  bomb-proof  lodgments  were  not  fufficient  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  garrh'on. 

The  firft  appearance  of  any  work  done  by  the  enemy,  had  been  dif- 
cerned  in  the  morning  of  the  1 8lh  of  December,  when  Tally’s  regi- 
ment had  completed  a breaft-work  clofe  to  the  fea,  580  yards  from 
the  covered  way;  it  was  Iheltered  by  houfes  on  the  right,  but  open 
in  front  to  a diredl  fire  from  the  north-eafi:  and  demi  bahions : from 
this  breaft-work  they  continued  a trench  by  two  zig-zags  180  yards 
nearer  the  fort,  which  brought  the  trench  40  yards  upon  the  efpla- 
nade : here  they  began  a battery  intended  for  many  guns,  which 
extended  from  the  beach,  parallel  to  the  fame  fire  as  the  breaft-work, 
and  behind  this  battery,  on  the  right,  they  raifed  another  for  fix  mor- 
tars, which  they  completed  by  the  end  of  the  month;  but  the  con- 
ftant  fire  of  the  fort  had  retarded  their  work  and  prevented  them 
from  opening  any  embrafures  in  the  battery  for  the  cannon,  becaufe 
they  had  not  enough  ready  for  tliis,  and  another  battery  of  lix  guns, 

M'hich  the  j'eglment  of  Lorrain  had  on  their  fide  completed  at  the 
opening  of  a flreet  on  the  rifing  ground  to  the  weffward,  which  en- 
filaded the  face  of  the  royal  baflion,  and  the  covered  way  before  it ; 
behind  this  battery  were  two  mortars  imprudently  fheltered  bv  the 
rubbilh  of  houfes,  which  had  been  demoliflied  for  the  purpofe. 

The  garrifon  called  this  the  Lorrain,  and  the  other  by  the  fea. 

Tally’s  battery. 

At  break  of  day,  on  the  2d  of  January,  the  Lorrain  battery  be- 
gan to  fire  both  its  cannon  and  mortars,  which  were  foon  followed  by 
four  thirteen-inch  mortars  from  Tally’s,  which  threw  their  fhells  in 
vollies  all  together.  The  fort  returned  with  fhells  as  well  as  fhot 
upon  the  Lorrain  battery  with  1 1 guns,  four  on  the  weft  face  of  the 
Royal,  five  on  the  flank  of  the  Demi,  and  two  on  the  weft  flank 
of  the  old  north-eafi  baflion:  this  fuperiority  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
difmounted  two  of  the  Lorrain  guns,  and  obliged  them  to  withdraw 
the  other  four  ; but  againfl  the  mortars,  either  here  or  at  Tally’s, 
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I y rg.  the  fire  of  the  defences  could  have  little  effedl,  excepting  by  luck,  fince 
j^iuary.  v/ere  concealed  and  defended,  as  ufual,  by  a higli  and  ftrong 

parapet:  this  annoyance,  therefore,  continued  until  leven  in  the 
evening,  during  which  time  only  8o  fliells  had  been  thrown  from 
both,  all  of  which  fell  about  the  middle  of  the  inhabited  part  of  the 
fort,  where  frood  the  go\'ernment  houfe,  againfi:  which  they  feemed 
to  have  been  aimed,  and  two  went  through  the  upper  roof : much 
mifehief  was  alfo  done  to  the  adjoining  buildings ; but  not  a fingle 
perlon  was  either  killed  or  wounded  by  their  fall  or  explofions,  nor 
had  any  one  buffered  by  the  cannon  fliot  of  the  morning. 

As  boon  as  the  night  dobed,  beveral  of  the  principal  European 
women,  with  their  children,  were  bent  away  in  three  maffoolah 
boats,  to  refide  under  the  protection  of  the  Dutch  bettlement  at  Sa- 
drabs ; they  had  not  been  gone  two  hours  before  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived from  Captain  Prelbon,  that  a French  detachment  had  iur- 
prized  the  fort  of  Sadrafs,  taken  poffeffion  of  the  town,  and  made 
the  garribon  and  all  the  Dutch  inhabitants  priboners  ; but  it  was  too 
late  to  recal  the  Mallbolahs.  Another  letter  from  Prefton,  which 
came  in  the  morning,  gave  information  of  an  aClion  v'hich  he  had 
fuftained  the  day  before. 

The  town  of  San  Thome  was  become  a pofl:  of  great  conbequence 
to  the  French  army.  The  remains  of  an  ancient  ditch  and  bad 
ground  round  moft  parts  of  the  town,  with  the  river  and  the 
Englifh  redoubt  to  the  fouth,  fecured  it  from  burprize,  unlefs  at- 
tempted by  very  fupeiior  numbers.  They  accordingly  made  the 
town  the  ftation  of  their  boats,  as  well  as  the  temporary  repofitory 
of  their  convoys  coming  by  land,  and  had  likewile  eftablifhed  in  it 
one  of  the  hofpitals  of  their  camp : but  the  junClion  of  Mahomed 
IfiToof’s  troops,  with  Prefton’s,  rendered  the  maintenance  of  the 
town  an  obje6t  of  much  greater  doubt  and  bolicitude,  than  when  it 
was  only  expofed  to  bailies  from  the  garrifon  of  Fort  St.  George ; 
and  the  body  of  French  troops  which  had  engaged  Prefton  and  Ma- 
homed Iffoof  at  the  Mount  on  the  30th  of  December  retreated  im- 
mediately after  the  aCtion  to  San  Thome.  The  day  after  the  ac- 
tion Prefton  received  intelligence  that  the  partizan,  Lambert,  was 
^ advancing 
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advancing  from  the  fonth,  with  a large  quantity  of  Ifores  and  a flrong  i y 
elcort ; on  which  he  moved  from  the  Mount,  in  order  to  intercept 
them,  and  encamped  at  Trivambore,  which  is  a village  with  a pa- 
goda, fituated  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  San  Thome,  and  one  from 
the  fea  fhore.  He  was  followed  by  the  troops  of  Mahomed  Iffoof; 
it  having  been  agreed,  in  order  to  prevent  jealoufies  as  well  as  con- 
fufion,  that  the  two  commands  fhould  move  and  encamp  in  fepa- 
rate  bodies.  The  troops  of  Mahomed  IlToof  confifled  of  3500  foot, 

500  horfe,  with  three  bad  field -pieces ; they  encamped  to  the  north 
of  the  village,  and  extended  almofl  to  the  fea,  with  their  front  to- 
wards San  Thome.  Captain  Prefton,  with  his  divifion,  which  con- 
fifled  of  600  Sepoys,  with  80  Europeans,  and  two  brafs  three- 
pounders,  pitched  their  tents  to  the  fouth,  looking  out  for  Lambert 
towards  Sadrafs.  Mr.  Tally,  apprehenfive  that  they  intended  to 
attack  San  Thome,  increafed  the  European  infantry  there  to  500 
rank  and  file,  and  the  European  horfe  to  150.  Mr.  Soupire  com- 
manded, and  leaving  all  the  black  troops,  whether  horfe  or  Sepoys, 
marched  at  three  in  the  morning  with  the  Europeans  only,  who  were 
650  horfe  and  foot,  and  without  field-pieces.  Half  an  hour  before 
day  they  fell  on  the  camp  of  IVIahomed  IfToof,  which  had  gained  no 
warning  of  their  approach.  The  furprize  and  confufion  was  fb  great, 
that  Mahomed  IfToof  himfelf  efcaped  at  the  back  of  his  tent,  and  his 
troops  fled  every  way  under  the  enemy’s  fire,  which  lafled  1 5 minutes 
without  interruption;  during  which  Prefton  turned  out  his  line,  and 
lent  forward  his  piquets  to  difcover,  who  returned  wdthout  perceiving 
any  figns  of  troops  to  the  fouth ; at  the  fame  time  the  crowd  of  fu- 
gitives fliewed  that  the  enemy  were  in  pofTeffion  of  Mahomed  IfToof ’s 
camp,  and  Prefton,  judging  that  their  order  muft  have  been  much 
broken  by  the  onfet,  the  action,  the  darknefs,  and  the  interruptions 
Tpread  over  the  ground,  immediately  refolved  to  attack  them  ; and 
marching  with  his  whole  divifion  at  the  back  of  the  village  to  the 
Aveftward,  came  on  the  flank  of  Mahomed  IfToof ’s  camp,  almoft  as 
Toon  as  his  approach  was  difcovered  ; where  the  French  troops, 
thinking  they  had  routed  all  their  enemies,  were  collecting  the  plun- 
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der  ; nor  could  the  officers  recal  them  to  any  order,  before  the  fire 
of  Pieflon’s  divifion,  led  by  his  two  field-pieces  loaded  with  grape, 
fcoured  through  the  camp,  and  his  mufketry  was  augmented  by  the 
return  of  the  beft  of  Mahomed  Iffoof’s  Sepoys.  Neverthelefs,  fome 
of  the  enemy  in  different  parties  endeavoin'ed  to  rally ; but,  having 
no  ftrong  or  colledled  fire  to  return,  they  fell,  the  more  they  ven- 
tured to  make  refiftance,  and  all  at  length  broke  in  confufion;  but, 
when  at  fome  diflance,  the  officers  prevailed  on  them  to  flop,  and 
they  marched  off  in  order.  They  had  got  poffeffion  of  the  two  field- 
pieces,  of  Mahomed  Iffoof’s  divifion,  but  did  not  tarry  to  draw  them 
off.  Thirty-fix  of  their  Europeans  were  counted  dead ; of  whom 
one  was  a captain,  and  another  a lieutenant.  Of  the  Engliffi  troops 
in  both  aftions  two  Europeans  were  killed  and  fix  vvounded  ; of  the 
Sepoys  6o,  and  121;  but  only  three  of  the  black  cavalry,  and 
five  horfes  w’ere  killed.  On  a review  at  three  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, only  700  of  Mahomed  Iffoof’s  Sepoys  were  numbered  ; all 
the  reft  of  his  troops,  cavalry,  Colleries,  and  Sepoys,  on  a fuppo- 
fition  that  Preflon’s  divifion  had  been  as  eafily  routed  as  themfelves, 
fled  aciofs  the  country,  nor  thought  themfeh  es  fafe  before  they  got 
under  the  guns  of  Chinglapet ; and,  according  to  their  example, 
the  market-people  ran  away  with  their  bullocks  and  provifions,  of 
which  there  was  not  fufficient  for  one  meal  left  in  the  camp ; and 
this  want  obliged  the  troops  which  remained  to  march  away  the  fame 
evening  with  the  appearance  of  defeat,  as  far  as  Vendaloor,  in  order 
to  meet  a fupply  from  Chinglapet. 

The  fuperior  fire  of  the  fort  in  the  morning  determined  the  enemy 
to  wait  until  they  could  renew  the  attack  with  lefs  difproportion. 
On  the  4th  a fmall  floop  laden  with  ffores  and  ammunition  worked 
through  the  road  and  anchored  near  the  Harlem,  and  maffoolas  had 
every  day  paffed  between  St.  Thome  and  the  black  town.  At  day- 
break on  the  6th,  a volley  of  fix  mortars  were  thrown  from  Tally’s 
battery,  as  a fignal  of  preparation,  and  they  were  the  firft,  either  fhot 
or  fhell,  w'hich  the  enemv  had  fired  fince  their  mortars  ceafed  on  the 
evening  of  the  2d,  although  the  fort  had  conflantly  fired  both  to  in- 
terrupt their  work.  At  fun-rife  they  commenced  a regular  cannon- 
ade 
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ade  and  bombardment,  which  confifted  of  feven  guns  and  fix  large  1759- 
mortars  from  Lally’s,  and  feven  guns,  with  a hov/itz,  from  the  Janu^. 
Lorrain  battery,  with  the  two  mortars  in  this  quarter,  which,  how- 
ever, fired  but  feldom.  Although  the  Lorrain  battery  fired  only  from 
feven  embrafures,  it  had  been  augmented  to  ten,  of  W'hich  the  ad- 
ditional four  were  in  a return,  or  extending  from  an  angle  to  the  left 
of  the  other  fix,  and  bore  upon  Pigot’s,  the  next  baftion  on  the  w'efi: 
front  to  the  left  of  the  royal.  The  enemy’s  fire,  both  of  fhot 
and  fhells,  was  directed  more  ao-ainll;  the  building's  than  aCTainfl 
the  works.  The  fort  returned  on  Lally’s  battery  1 1 guns,  from  the 
old  north-eall  baftion,  the  north  ravelin,  and  the  royal  baflion. 

Againft  the  Lorrain  battery,  likewifc,  eleven  guns,  four  from  the 
royal  baftion,  two  from  the  north- weft  curtain  near  Pigot’s  baftion, 
and  three  from  the  centre  ravelin  called  St.  George’s  on  the  weft: 
but  more  guns  bore  upon  the  batteries,  if  it  had  been  neceftary  to 
ufe  them. 

The  enemy’s  mortars  continued  through  the  night,  and  W'ere  re- 
joined in  the  morning  by  the  cannon  of  the  preceding  day,  and  two 
more,  from  a battery  intended  for  four,  which  w as  raifed  on  the  ef- 
planade,  adjoining  to  the  weft-fide  of  the  burying-ground,  about 
100  yards  to  the  w'eft  of  Lally’s  battery,  and  almoft  in  the  perpen- 
dicular of  the  N.  w.  or  laliant  angle  of  the  royal  baftion,  from 
which  it  was  diftant  450  yards.  The  two  guns,  now  opened  in  the 
burying  ground,  bore  upon  the  weft  face  of  the  north  ravelin  and  on 
the  weft  flank  of  the  old  N.  e.  baftion.  The  enemy’s  cannon  ftill 
continuing  to  point  high,  did  little  damage  to  the  works,  but  the 
buildings,  much  damaged  before,  fuffered  greatly  by  the  fall  of 
their  fhells.  At  the  twilight  of  the  next  day,  the  8th  of  the 
month,  the  three  mafifoolas  which  had  been  fent  wdth  the  Eng- 
lllh  women  to  Sadrafs,  landed  at  the  fort.  The  French  being  in 
pofiTeftion  of  Sadrafs,  had  feized  thefe  boats,  laden  them  with  50 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  feveral  other  military  ftores,  and  fent 
them  with  the  fame  boatmen  guarded  by  a French  foldier  in 
each,  to  their  own  army  in  the  black  town.  At  four  in  the  morn- 
ing when  oppofite  to  the  fort,  each  of  the  foldiers  had  fallen  fail: 
afleep,  on  which  the  boatmen  concerted  in  their  own  language  with 

the 
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the  certainty  of  not  being  underftoocl,  although  overheard;  and  hav- 
^uary.  poured  water  into  the  firelocks,  overpowered  and  bound  the 

foldiers,  and  then  landed  the  boats  at  the  fea  gate.  This  uncommon 
inftance  of  fidelity  and  fpirit  in  men,  v'ho  are  deemed  a mean  and 
outcafl:  race,  was  rewarded  and  encouraged  by  paying  them  imme- 
-diately  the  full  value  of  the  gunpowder  and  ftores. 

The  enemy’s  mortars  renewed  at  midnight,  and  at  day- break  their 
cannon,  with  two  pieces  more,  mounted  in  the  battery  at  tire  bur\  - 
ing  ground.  In  the  afternoon  they  fet  fire  to  a warchoufe  near  the  s.  e. 
baflion,  full  of  faltpetre  and  brimftone,  which  could  not  be  extin- 
guifhed  for  feveral  hours;  during  which  the  enemy  plied  the  fpot, 
where  the  black  column  of  fmoke  arofe,  with  fhells  and  plunging 
fhot,  which  did  no  damage.  Lieutenant  Brooke,  a diligent  officer 
in  the  artillery,  was  killed  by  a cannon  ball  in  the  demi-baflion. 
The  enemy’s  ffiip  Diligent,  reladen  with  artillery  and  all  kind  of 
flores,  anchored  in  the  morning  off  the  black  town,  having  been  30 
days  in  working  along  the  coafl:  from  Alamparva,  although  the 
flraio-ht  diftance  is  not  60  miles. 

O 

The  fame  fire,  but  more  frequent  on  both  fides,  continued  on  the 
9th,  the  enemy’s  mortars  flill  againft  the  buildings ; but  their  cannon, 
whichin  the  two  preceding  days  had  only  lilenced  two  guns,  in  this  dif- 
abled  or  difmounted  five,  and  two  mortars.  In  the  night,  befides  the 
ullial  repairs,  five  embrafures  were  cut  through  the  glacis  of  the  fa- 
liant  angle  before  the  demi-baflion, pointing  obliquely  againfl:  Tally’s 
battery,  and  guns  were  mounted  in  them;  but  Tally’s,  neverthelefs, 
difmounted  two  guns  on  the  demi  baflion  the  next  day;  and  on  the 
I ith  all  the  five  towards  the  land  on  the  old  n.e.  baflion  were  dif- 
abled  by  this  and  the  Terrain  battery.  Early  this  morning  the  enemy 
likewife  opened  two  more  guns  ina  ricochet  battery  intended  for  four, 
which  they  had  raifed  near  the  Engliffi  hofpital,  on  the  rifing  ground 
fronting  the  centre  ravelin  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  fort,  againft  which, 
•however,  it  was  not  intended  to  fire,  but  to  enfilade  the  royal  baflion : 
it  likewife  bore  upon  part  of  the  north-wefl  curtain  towards  Pigot’s. 
Notwithflanding  this  battery  flood  at  a much  greater  diftance  from 
the  fort,  than  any  of  the  other  three,  it  was  more  expofed  than  either 
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of  them  to  a fully;  for  none  of  the  guns  had  embrafures,  but  fired,  1758. 
plunging  over  the  parapet,  and  the  guard  might  be  beaten  up,  and  the 
guns  fpiked,  before  fuccour  could  arrive  from  the  nearefi:  of  the 
enemy’s  quarters : aware  of  this  they  had  carried  on  a trench,  from, 
the  end  of  the  ftreet  through  which  Draper  had  marched,  to  the  foot 
of  the  bridge,  which  croffed  the  ground,  fronting  the  battery,  and 
a picquet  guard  was  conllantly  kept  in  the  trench,  ready  to  give 
the  alarm.  They  had  likewife  began  a breaft-work  at  the  bar  of 
the  Triplicane  river  to  the  fouth,  in  order  to  annoy  the  black  people 
and  cattle,  which  were  Iheltered  on  the  Ipit  of  land  at  the  foot  of 
the  glacis  on  this  fide;  and  as  many  inconveniences  would  enfuc 
from  their  difperlion,  it  was  refolved  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the 
break-work. 

Accordingly  a detachment  of  200  Europeans,  of  which  half  were 
grenadiers,  and  400  Sepoys,  marched  under  the  command  of  Major 
Brereton,  between  four  and  five  in  the  morning,  whilfi;  it  was  fill 
dark:  when  arrived  at  the  bar  they  received  a fire  from  Ibme  Se- 
poys polled  behind  the  unfinilhed  parapet,  which  killed  one  and 
wounded  two  of  the  grenadiers;  but,  as  the  Sepoys  immediately  dif- 
appeared,  the  fire  v^as  not  returned,  and  the  detachment  proceeded 
through  the  coco-nut  groves  to  the  left,  without  meeting  any  other 
oppolition,  until  they  came  into  the  lane  which  leads  into  the  St. 

Thome  road,  along  the  garden  wall  of  the  governor’s  houfe,  when 
a trooper,  lent  forward,  difeovered  a party  of  the  enemy  drawn  up 
at  the  end  of  the  lane,  with  a field-piece.  On  this  intelligence  the 
advanced  guard  of  grenadiers  marched  up  brilkly,  fired,  and  pulh- 
ing  on,  received  the  dilcharge  of  the  gun  loaded  with  grape,  as  well 
as  the  mulketry  that  lupported  it,  by  which  five  of  them  were 
wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Robfon  mortally  : the  red,  neverthelefs, 
feized  the  gun  before  the  enemy  had  time  to  fire  it  again,  who  took 
Ihelter  in  a houfe  and  garden  on  their  right,  from  whence  their  fire 
killed  three  Sepoys  and  wounded  two,  with  an  European,  before  they 
were  dillodged.  It  was  yet  fcarcely  twilight,  and  as  the  grenadiers 
were  drawing  off  the  gun,  Jemaul  Saheb,  the  commandant  of  the  Se- 
poys, who  had  been  prying  in  the  St.  Thome  Road,  dilcovered  another 
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gun  a little  below  the  garden-houl'e,  and  appearing  jealous  of  the 
honour,  was  permitted  to  feize  and  bring  it  off  with  a party  of  Se- 
])oys  only,  which  they  effedled  without  receiving  any  return  to  their 
hrfl  fire.  The  detachment  marched  back  the  fame  way  they  had 
come,  and  arrived  in  the  fort  at  fun-rife  with  the  two  guns,  and  five 
European  prifoners,  one  of  whom  was  an  officer  feverely  wounded. 
Previous  to  this,  two  other,  but  flight  fallies  had  been  made;  the 
one  to  the  n.  w.  bridge,  which  fired  into  the  enemy’s  trench  before 
the  hofpital  battery ; the  other,  to  difturb  the  workmen  in  the  zig- 
zags to  the  northward;  this  party  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  work, 
killed  a centinel,  and  brought  away  two  or  three  mulkets,  without 
any  lofs.  The  enemy’s  mortars  flackened  this  day,  but  the  fire  of  their 
cannon  continued  with  as  much  vivacity  as  before,  and  difabled  four 
guns,  \\'hich  as  uiual  were  replaced  before  the  next  morning. 

By  this  time  it  was  es  ident  that  the  enemy  intended  to  dire61  the 
flrefs  of  their  attack  againfi:  the  two  northern  baftions,  which  dic- 
tated the  neceffity  of  fecuring  them  with  additional  defences : ac- 
cordingly a ])alifade  \\'as  begun  in  the  ditch  on  the  hither  fide  of  the 
cin  ette,  to  extend  quite  round  the  demi  baftion  ; a blind,  or  ram- 
part of  earth,  at  30  yards  diflance,  in  the  ditch  before  the  n.  e. 
baftion;  .and  a<fafcine  battery  of  fix  guns,  on  the  ftrand  between 

the  eaft  ciu'tain  and  the  fea,  a little  in  the  rear  of  the  fhoulder  anele 

. . ^ 

of  this  baftion.  ^Early  the  iiuext  morning,  which  was  the  13th,  a flreil 
from  the  fort  fet  fire  to  fome  huts  behind  Tally’s  battery,  which 
fpreading,  caught  a magazine,  and  blew  it  up,  with  a number  of 
loaded  bombs : no  fire  paifed  this  day  either  from  or  againft  the 
N.  e.  or  demi  baftions;  and  no  gun  was  dilmounted  in  any  part  of 
the  fort;  but  the  enemy  doubled  -the  number  of  their  workmen  in 
the  zig-zag,  who  were  interrupted  as  -much  as  poffible  by  what  fire 
bore  upon  them  from  the  royal  baftion,  the  north  ravelin,  and  the 
embrafures  of  the  faliant  angle  before  the  demi  baftion ; in  the  night 
the  enemy  fired  with  a field-piece  loaded  wirh  grape,  from  the  head 
of  their  works,  on  a fmall  party  pofted  near  this  angle,  under  the  co- 
ver of  a boat,  and  wounded  three  of  them,  on  vsdiich  the  reft  re- 
tired into  the  covered -way. 


In 
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In  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  enemy  opened  a battery  of  three  i759' 
mortars  between  Lally’s  and  the  burying-ground,  but  in  the  rear  of  January^ 
both,  and  concealed  by  the  houfes  between  them,-  from  the  fight  of 
the  fort:  their  fire  this <lay  difabled  a mortar  and  two  guns:  during 
the  night  a conftant  fire  of  mufketry  from  the  covered-way,  and  of 
cannon  and  mortars  from  the  works  of  the  north  front,  was  kept 
up  againft  the  enemy’s  approaches,  and  retarded  their  progrefs.  On 
the  15th,  they  had  10  guns  mounted  in  Lally’s,  and  kept  up 
through  the  day  a fire  ^om  21,  befides  their  1 1 mortars  as  before: 
but  Lally’s  guns  did  all  the  mifehief  to  the  works,  difmounting  two 
guns  in  the  deml,  and  two  in  the  north-eafl  baftion,  and  their  fhot, 
which  flew  over,  took  in  flank  the  thi'ee  other  batteries  towards  the 
fea,  and  difmounted  two  guns  on  the  fea-gate  batterv,  two  on  the 
fainting  battery,  and  one  on  the  s.  e.  or  St.  Thome  baflion,  in  all 
eleven:  the  fire  on  the  trenches  continued  through  the  night,  from 
which  the  enemy,  neverthelefs,  detached  a picquet,  which  drove  in 
the  party  pofted  on  the  falient  angle  of  the  glacis. 

The  enemy’s  cannonade  continued  on  the  i6th,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  two  guns  on  Lally’s  battery,  which  now  fired  with  12,  all 
24  or  18  pounders,  to  which  the  fort  could  only  oppofe  the  direcl 
fire  of  fix  of  equal  weight,  which  were  from  the  north-eafl;  and  demi 
baftions;  for  the  guns  in  the  falient  angle  of  the  glacis,  and  in  the 
fafcinc  battery  on  the  ground  below,  were  of  inferior  calibres;  and  as  it 
was  conftantly  neceffary  to  employ  many  men  in  reinffating  the  da- 
mages of  the  demi  bafl:ion,atraverfe  was  raifed  to  preferve  the  guns  in 
its  flank  from  the  enfilading  fire  of  Lally’s ; and  whilfl  this  and  other' 
work  was  doing,  the  three  embrafures  of  its  face  to  the  right,  which 
were  open  to  the  fhot  of  Lally’s,  were  kept  clofed  until  the  next  day; 
fo  that  no  guns  in  this  baftion  were  either  fired  againft,  or  difmount- 
ed by  that  battery ; which  having  the  more  to  ufe  againfl:  the  other 
works  difabled  one  on  the  north- eaft,  and  obliged  the  garrifonto  with- 
draw the  five  guns  in  the  falient  angle  of  the  glacis;  and  as  the  trenches 
Avere  now  advanced  within  50  yards,  thefe  embrafures  were  filled  up, 
and  the  earth  levelled  again  to  the  general  Hope  of  the  glacis. 

At  1 1 at  night  a fally  was  made  from  St.  George’s  or  the  weft  ravelin 
\ oL.  11.  ^ G m 
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1759.  to  lire  into  the  trench  extending  before  the  hofpital  battery;  but 
the  guard  there  taking  the  alarm  in  time,  50  men  advanced  acrofs 
the  bridge  leading  to  it,  and  after  a fire  given  and  returned,  drove  the 
party  back  into  the  covered-way.  Another  fally  of  12  Europeans 
was  made  at  one  in  the  morning,  under  the  command  of  Enfign 
Barnes,  agaiiift  the  head  of  the  enemy’s  trenches,  into  which  they 
gave  their  tire,  and  finding  only  five  or  fix  men  in  it,  advanced,  until 
a relief  of  40  or  50  came  up  from  the  rear,  who  drove  them  back,  and 
before  they  regained  the  covered-way,  Enfign  Barnes,  with  two  of 
the  foldiers,  were  killed.  Before  and  after  this  fally,  a conlfant  fire, 
as  in  the  preceding  nights,  was  kept  up  until  morning  on  the  enemy’s 
workmen ; who,  notwithflanding  thefe  interruptions,  advanced  the 
fap  above  20  yards. 

Even  the  garrifon  acknowledged  the  adlivity  of  the  enemy’s  pro- 
grefs,  and  frequent  letters  had  been  difpatched,  enjoining  Captain 
Preflon  and  Mahomed  IfToof  to  approach,  and  interrupt  their  opera- 
tions ; but  thefe  officers  were  no  longer  malhers  of  their  own.  Re- 
treating after  the  adlion  at  Trivambore,  they  arrived  at  Veirdalore 
on  the  3d,  where  they  found  feme  provifions.  Prefton’s  divilion  was 
unimpaired;  of  Mahomed  IfToof ’s,  moft  of  the  Tritchinopoly  Se- 
poys, and  1 50  of  the  new-levied  horfe,  had  rejoined  the  reft  of  thofe 
who  had  fled  to  Chinglapet,  who  were  the  1500  Colleries  and  500. 
horfe  fent  by  Tondiman,  the  300  horfe  fromTanjore,  and  the  fame 
number  of  his  own  levies;  and  all  thefe  troops  refufed  to  march 
back  from  Chinglapet  to  Vendalore..  The  kind  of  warfare  for  which 
they  were  intended,  and  only  fit,  rendered  their  defertion  in  the 
prefent  conjundlure  of  too  much  confequence  to  be  negledled : and 
after  feveral  ineffeflual  meffages,  the  two  commanders  marched  on 
the  6th  from  Vendalore,  and  joined  them  at  Chinglapet.  On  expof- 
tulation,  the  cavalry  in  general  pleaded  with  much  complaint,  the 
lofs,  although  owing  to  their  own  cowardice,  of  their  baggage  and 
effedls  at  Trivambore,  and  little  lefs  than  declared,  that  they  had  not 
engaged  in  the  fervice,  with  the  expefiation  of  expofing  their  horfes 
againft  Europeans,  but  were  willing  to  a61  in  their  ufual  modes; 
which  Prefton  rightly  interpreted  plunder;  and  to  gratify  their 
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wifhes,  confented  to  march  with  them  into  the  French  diftridts  1759- 
around  Conjeveram,  in  which  they  continued  feveral  days  employed  January, 
in  plunder  and  ravage;  and  no  fhelter  grounds  protected  the  cattle 
from  the  fearch  of  the  Colleries.  On  the  13th,  Prefton  thinking 
they  had  been  fufficiently  Indulged  with  booty,  began  his  march 
hack  from  Conjeveram,  intending  to  come  again  in  fight  of  Madrafs; 
but  on  the  firfi:  halt,  all  th^  troops  which  he  had  endeavoured  with 
fo  much  coinplacence  to  conciliate,  Colleries  as  well  as  cavalry, 
left  him  and  crc^ed  the  Paliar.  This  fecond  defertion  left  no  doubt 
■of  their  inutility,  and  Prefton  refolved  not  to  a61:  with  them  any 
longer,  even  if  they  fiiould  return  of  their  own  accord  ; but  as  the 
horfe  of  Rajahfaheb,  who  were  800,  and  the  European  cavalry  of  the 
French  army,  rendered  it  impoffibie  for  the  infantry  of  both  the 
Englifh  commands,  although  many,  if  unfupported  by  horfe,  to  con- 
tinue near  enough  to  harafs  the  enemy’s  camp,  without  more  rilk 
to  themfelves,  Prefton  refolved  to  march  to  Arcot,  in  order  to  colledt 
a body  of  better  cavalry,  of  which  he  heard  feveral  parties  were  wait- 
ing ready  to  take  fervice  on  the  weftern  confines  of  the  province. 

Mr.  Pigot  received  intelligence  of  this  motion  and  its  motives  on  the 
1 6th  of  the  month,  but  concealed  it,  as  every  other  w'hich  might 
dil]Dirit  the  garrifon. 

The  enemy’s  fire  continuing  the  fame  on  the  1 7th  as  the  day  be- 
fore, difmounted  three  guns  and  a mortar.  Ever  fince  the 
ninth  of  the  month,  two  fiiips  had  been  feen  off  St.  Thome, 
which  had  every  day  weighed  anchor,  endeavouring  to  get 
to  the  northward,  but  were  conftantly  Hemmed  by  the'  cur- 
rent from  gaining  ground;  but  this  evening  they  pafifed  the 
road,  and  joined  the  three  other  vefiTels  off  the  black  town. 

They  were  the  Expedition,  laden  with  artillery  and  ffores,  which  had 
left  Pondicherry  on  the  12th  of  December;  and  the  Briffol  of  30 
guns,  manned  with  Europeans,  which  had  lately  arrived  there  from 
Perfia,  and  was  immediately  laden  with  Ihot  and  fliells  for  the 
camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i8th  the  enemy  had  completed  three 
more  embrafures  in  Tally’s  battery,  which  joining  the  former  on  the 
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1759.  left,  reached  almoft  to  the  furf,  and  being  a little  turned  to  the 
s.  w.  bore  upon  the  north  ravelin,  which  before  night  was  much  im- 
paired by  them.  Neverthelefs,  the  general  fire  from  the  north  was 
diminifhed,  for  thefe  new  embrafures  in  Tally’s  were  fupplied  with 
three  guns  from  other  embrafures  of  the  fame  battery;  and  the 
four  in  the  Lorraiii,  which  bore  upon  the  royal  balHon,  ceafed  eii- 
tircl}',  and  their  embrafures  were  filled  up;  but  Tally’s  and  the 
burying-ground  difabled  two  guns  in  the  demi  baffion,  two  in  the 
north  ravelin,  a mortaf  in  the  royal,  and  rendered  the  three  northern 
embrafures  of  the  n.  e.  baftion  unfit  for  fer\dce.  A party  of  the 
enemy  had  been  employed  through  the  day  in  railing  a breaftwork 
at  a little  diflance  to  the  left  behind  their  former  poll;  at  the  bar,  and 
began  to  fire  from  it  at  dulk  with  two  field-pieces  in  barbet  againit 
fome  Sepoys  polled  on  the  fpit  of  fand : their  mortars  continued  firing 
vehemently  through  the  day  and  night,  but,  as  from  the  beginning 
of  the  bombardment,  flill  againfl  the  infide  of  the  fort.  Every  day 
one,  two,  or  three  of  the  garrifon,  and  fometimes  more,  had  fuf- 
fered  by  the  fire;  but  on  this  day  five  Europeans  and  three  Sepoys 
were  killed,  and  five  of  each  wounded.  Notwithflanding  a con- 
ftant  fire  of  cannon  and  fmall  arms,  wherefoever  probable,  through 
the  night,  the  enemy  advanced  their  zig-zag  acrofs  the  foot  of  the 
falient  angle  of  the  glacis,  inclining  a little  to  the  left  towards 
the  furf;  and  being  fo  near,  the  governor  iflhed  inflru<Slions  to 
the  officers  of  the  different  polls,  how  to  condufl  themfelves 
and  difpofe  their  parties  in  cafe  they  fhould  affault  the  out- 
works. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  19th,  the  enemy  changed  their  two 
field -pieces  to  the  fouth  for  two  eighteen -pounders,  from  which  they 
fired  fhot  into  the  fort:  in  the  forenoon  their  mufketry  in  the  advanced 
or  fecond  crochet  had  fired  fmartly  upon  the  north  ravelin  and  the 
covered-way;  their  mortars  continued  inceffantly  through  the  day, 
and  fet  fire  to  three  buildings  in  different  parts  of  the  fort  at  once, 
but  ceafed  in  the  night : during  which  they  only  produced  their  third 
zig-zag  obliquely  from  the  ridge  of  the  glacis  to  the  water-mark  of  the 
iea,  which  was  not  more  than  15  yards.  The  next  day,  which  was 
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the  20th,  they  fired  none  of  the  four  guns  on  Lally’s  battery,  which  i759* 
bore  on  the  north-eafl;  baftion;  but  continued  with  the  feven  bearing  January, 
on  the  ciemi  baftion,  and  the  three  on  the  north  ravelin,  although 
more  fj^aringly  than  uftial,  but  thofe  in  the  burying-ground  bat- 
tery with  more  vivacity ; a platform  on  the  demi  baftion,  and  a 
mortar  on  the  north  ravelin  were  ruined  by  fhells : five  Europeans 
were  killed;  and  leven,  with  three  Sepoys,  wounded.  During  the 
night,  they  threw  few  Ihot  or  fhells,  and  made  but  little  advance  in 
their  approaches,  but  enlarged  their  fecond  crochet,  and  worked  hard 
in  eredling  a battery,  which  projected  from  it  along  their  laft  or 
third  zig-zag  leading  to  the  crochet  w'hich  terminated  this  zig- 
zag on  the  glacis.  Two  fmall  fallies  were  made  upon  the  trenches 
during  the  night,  in  both  of  which  only  one  European  was 
killed. 

On  the  2ift  the  enemy’s  batteries  remained  almoft  filent,  but  the 
mufketry  in  their  trenches  fired  brifkly  on  all  they  faw  moving.  At 
five  in  the  evening,  a ferjeant  and  ten  men  went  out  by  a Tally  port  in 
the  eaft  curtain,  and  an  officer  with  20  by  the  barrier  in  the  north- 
eaft  angle  of  the  covered- way,  who  were  followed  by  40  pioneers 
with  their  captain : the  foldiers  advanced  to  the  fecond  crochet, 
which  was  only  30  yards  from  the  foot  of  the  glacis ; out  of  which 
their  firft  fire  drove  all  the  troops,  who  were  moftly  Sepoys  : after 
which  they  maintained  the  crochet  for  10  minutes  before  the  guard 
of  the  trenches  arrived  ; and  during  this  time  th#  pioneers  worked 
hard  in  deftroying  the  gabions,  and  what  other  materials  were  col- 
lefted  for  the  conftru6f  ion  of  the  intended  battery  : the  fally  was  pre- 
ceded and  followed  by  a fire  of  mortars,  cannon,  and  fmall  arms  from 
the  fort,  upon  all  whom  the  alarm  brought  within  fight  and  reach  ; 
and  it  was  fuppofed  with  much  effed;  two  ferjeants  were  killed, 
and  five  of  the  pioneers  wounded  j in  the  fort  one  European  and 
one  Sepoy  were  killed,  and  a ten  inch  mortar  difabled.  In  the  night 
the  enemy  worked  hard  in  thickening  the  crochet  out  of  which 
they  had  been  driven,  completed  their  third  zig-zag,  which  ex- 
tended 100  yards  beyond  it,  moftly  on  the  glacis,  but  inclining  to 
the  left  of  the  falient  angle  ; and  not  only  began,  but  finiflied  their 

third 
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1759.  third  crochet,  which  extended  to  the  right  from  the  head  of  this 

January,  zig-zag  acrofs  the  ridge  of  the  glacis  : they  threw  fe\^'  mortars  during 
the  night,  but  moflly  into  the  works;  their  cannon  flackened  like- 
wife  theenfuing  day,  which  was  the  2 2d,  and  efpecially  from  Lally’s 
-battery,  in  which  rnofl  of  the  embrafures  were  blinded;  never- 
thelefs,  the  few  employed  were  very  effedual,  for  the  repeated  re- 
pairs, which  had  been  made  in  the  demi  and  north-eaft  baftions,  ren- 
elered  the  fubflituted  merlons  ib  weak  that  they  crumbled  to  every 
fhot : a twelve-pounder  was  difabled  on  the  north  ravelin  by  a'fhell, 
three  Europeans  and  a Sepoy  were  killed,  and  feven  with  nine  Sepoys 
wounded.  In  the  night  the  enemy  pufhed  on  the  fap  of  the  fourth 
zig-zag  20  yards  beyond  their  third  crochet,  and  having  made  a 
fmall  return  or  Ihoulder  to  the  left,  continued  it  from  hence  quite 
up  to  the  falient  angle  of  the  covered  way,  and  fixed  fome  gabions 
on  the  crefi:  of  the  glacis  on  the  right  hand  of  this  angle:  the  conteft 
was  now  brought  very  near  the  walls,  and  was  difputed  without 
intermilfion:  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  fourth  zig-zag  was  expoled 
to  the  fire  of  the  ftockade  of  palmyra  trees  which  the  garrifon  had 
planted  acrofs  the  eaft  fide  of  the  glacis  to  the  furf,  and  from  this 
ftockade  the  guard  kept  up  a conftant  fire  of  mulketry  on  the  enemy’s 
workmen,  as  did  another  guard  from  the  falient  angle  of  the  glacis; 
and  parties  of  grenadiers  were  fent  out  every  hour  along  the  beach 
beyond  the  ftockade  to  fire  upon  the  third  crochet,  and  all  the  fap 
advanced  beyond  it ; cannon,  mortars,  and  mulketry,  were  likewife 
fired  throughout  the  night  from  every  part  that  bore  upon  their  work; 
but  could  not  ftop  it,  for  the  enemy  had  increafed  the  number  both  of 
their  workmen  and  guards;  they  likewife  finifhed  their  battery  at  the 
end  of  their  third  zig-zag,  which  fhouldered  on  their  fecond  crochet, 
and  opened  it  the  next  morning,  which  was  the  23d,  with  four 
guns  ; but  it  was  fo  ill  conftrubled,  that  only  one  of  the  guns  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  north  ravelin,  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  batter.  The  Lorrain  battery  remained  clofed,  but  the 
hofpital,  the  burying-ground,  and  Lally’s,  with  the  mortars  as 
before,  continued  a flackening  fire,  the  cannon  only  in  the  day,  but 
the-  mortars  through  the  night  likewife.  The  ammunition  of  both 

began 
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began  to  w^ax  fcant,  and  they  were  waiting  for  more  which  had  r 7'59. 
been  embarked  on  the  1 4th  in  a brigantine  from  Pondicherry.  How- 
ever,  their  fire  difabled  a twenty-four-pounder  on  the  royal  baftjon, 
and  completed  the  ruin  of  all  the  embrafures  on  the  right  face  of 
the  ravelin;  in  which  a fhot  from  Lally’s  penetrated  quite  through 
the  merlon  : in  the  night,  the  enemy  attempted  to  pufh  their  gabions 
clofe  to  the  covered  way  of  the  n.  e.  falient  angle,  from  w'hence 
pioneers  were  fent  to  overfet  them,  w’ho  rolled  fome  into  the  fea, 
and  pulled  others  into  the  covered-way  ; this  contefl;  was  maintained 
at  repetitions  for  three  or  four  hours,  and  fupported  by  the  hotted  fire 
of  mulketry,  and  of  grape  fhot  from  the  north-ead  badion,  and  the 
fafeine  battery  on  the  beach:  70  difeharges  were  made  out  of  one 
of  the  guns  : five  Europeans  were  killed  and  ten  wounded  in  the 
night  and  day,  mod  of  whom  fuffered  in  thefe  attacks  : one  Sepoy 
was  likewife  killed,  and  fix  wounded:  on  the  24th,  a twenty-four 
pounder  was  difabled  on  the  north-ead  badion,  of  which  the  worka 
had  fcarcely  received  in  the  night  a repair  adequate  to  the  detriment 
of  the  preceding  day : but  fix  of  the  embrafures  in  the  north  ravelin 
were  redored;  the  other  three  dill  remained  unfit  forfervfice. 

At  feven  in  the  evening,  a party  of  the  enemy,  confiding  of  50 
men,  who  had  waited  for  the  dark,  advanced  from  the  neared 
crochet  to  the  dockade,  from  which  the  guard,  which  confided  only 
of  1 2 men,  ran  away  to  the  blind  before  the  n.  e.  badion  ; they  w'ere 
immediately  fent  back  with  the  addition  of  a more  refolute  ferjeant 
and  ten  grenadiers ; but  were  fcarcely  returned,  when  this  ferjeant 
was  fhot  dead  through  the  dockade  ; on  which  the  party  dopped,- 
waiting  for  diredlions  ; and  the  officer  commanding  at  the  blind  re- 
called them  ; after  which  it  was  thought  imprudent  to  make  another 
attempt  to  recover  the  dockade,  iiithough  capable  of  giving  much 
annoyance  to  the  enemy’s  work. 

At  night,  a medenger  from  Tritchinopoly  brought  a letter 
from  Captain  Jofeph  Smith,  with  intelligence  he  had  received^ 
from  Angengo.  The  Prefidency  ten  days  before  had  received  advices 
from  Mr.  Pococke,  that  the  fquadron  had  arrived  on  the  i oth  of 
December  at  Bombay,  where  he  found  fix  of  the  company’s  fliips 

and 
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1759..  and  two  of  the  line,  with  600  men  of  Draper’s  regiment  on  board; 
which  were  arrived  there  a few  days  before,  having  pafled  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  too  late  in  the  feafon  to  gain  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ; 
the  letter  from  Captain  Smith  gave  intelligence  that  the  company’s 
ihips,  with  all  the  troops  on  board,  had  failed  under  the  convoy  of  two 
frigates  from  Bombay  on  the  31ft:  and  the  fpies  which  came  in 
from  the  enemy’s  camp  reported  that  this  news  was  likewife  known 
there,  and  had  determined  Mr.  Lally  to  make  a general  affault  on 
the  fort  this  very  night ; on  which  the  whole  garrifon  and  all  the 
inhabitants  were  flationed  and  remained  under  arms  at_their  refj)ec- 
tive  polls  until  the  m-orning. 

The  fire  of  the  cannon,  imifketry,  and  mortars,  from  the  fort,  al-* 
though  maintained  conflantly  throughout  the  night,  did  not  prevent 
the  enemy  from  advancing  their  fap  along  the  glacis,  on  the  eafl  face 
of  the  covered-way,  as  far  as  the  left  of  the  flockade,  and  they  made  a 
'return  on  the  right  to  the  crefl  of  the  glacis ; but  had  not  time  to 
extend  the  fap  to  the  left,  along  the  front  of  the  flockade  towards  the 
furf,  nor  even  to  complete  a proper  lodgment  in  the  return,  the  want 
of  which  left  their  workmen  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  covered-way; 
but  on  the  other  fide  of  the  falient  angle  they  had  raifed  gabions,  and 
made  confiderable  progrefs  in  a retrenchment  intended  for  a battery. 

The  night  paffed  V\'ithout  any  alarms  of  the  fuppofed  affault;  and 
the  enfuing  day,  which  was  the  25th,  continued  with  the  ufual 
fire  of  cannon  and  mortars  until  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  a fally 
was  made  by  the  guard  at  the  blind,  and  the  fame  number  of 
grenadiers,  in  all  forty  foldiers  with  arms,  who  covered  twenty 
pioneers  with  tools.  Juft  before  the  blind,  on  the  eaft  face  of  the 
covered  way,  parallel  to  the  fame  face  of  the  demi  baftion,  was  a 
paflage  cut  in  the  glacis  towards  the  furf;  through  which  the  party 
pafted,  and  then  proceeding  along  the  furf,  round  the  right  of  the 
flockade,  came  in  flank  of  the  head  of  the  enemy’s  fap,  from  which 
their  firft  fire  drove  all  their  guards  and  workmen,  who  retreated 
to  their  retrenchment  at  the  falient  angle  waiting  for  fuccours  ; 
during  which  the  Englifh  foldiers  maintained  their  ground,  and  the 
pioneers  overfet  the  gabions,  fome  into  the  fea,  others  into  the 
c covered- 
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covered-way,  and  deftroyed  whatfoever  implements  they  found : this  1 759. 
attack  lafted  20  minutes,  by  which  time  the  enemy  had  gathered, 
and  were  advancing  in  much  fiiperior  numbers,  from  the  retrench- 
ment; upon  which  the  party  was  recalled,  and  retreated,  giving 
and  receiving  fire.  A ferjeant  with  three  grenadiers  were  killed;  fix 
others  of  the  foldiers,  with  Captain  Black,  who  commanded  the 
I'ally,  and  Lieutenant  Fitzpatrick,  were  wounded.  The  enemy’s 
artillery  bore  mofl  on  the  royal  and  derai  bafHons;  their  mortars 
falling  on  the  works  wounded  many  more  than  ufual.  The  total  lofs, 
including  that  in  the  tallies,  was  eight  Europeans  and  three  Sepoys 
killed,  and  17  Europeans  with  13  Sepoys  wounded. 

The  enemy’s  lap  being  advanced  to  the  eaft  flank  of  the  covered- 
way threatened  immediate  danger  by  furprize  on  the  eaft  face  of  the 
fort,  to  v/hich  the  lea-gate  gave  the  faireft  opening;  for  the  em- 
brafures  in  the  north  flank  of  the  battery  before  it  had  been  ruined 
by  the  enerny’s  Ihot  which  had  milTed  or  flown  over  the  n.  e.  balfioii 
and  fafeine  battery;  and  the  gateway  itfelf  was  a I'laacious  arch  Ihut 
occalionally  with  folding  doors;  fo  that,  Ihould  the  enemy  ever  make 
a general  alfault  on  the  ruined  works  to  the  north,  a party  fent  at 
the  lame  time  along  the  furf,  or  even  in  boats,  might  force  their 
way  through  the  gate  with  petards;  and  this  party  might  pals  with- 
out much  interruption  ; for  the  fafeine  battery  which  barricaded  the 
beach  was  nearly  demolilhed.  The  w'hole  of  the  working  party 
of  the  night  was  therefore  allotted  to  remedy  thefe  defedls,  and  be- 
fore morning  they  repaired  the  fafeine  battery,  refliored  the  embrafures 
of  the  battery  before  the  lea-gate,  bricked  up  the  arch  of  the  gate- 
w’ay,  and  opened  a fmall  gate  on  the  left  hand,  which  had  been 
clofed.  In  the  fucceeding  nights  the  workmen  began  and  continued 
the  intended  ditch  with  palifadoes  round  the  fea-gate  battery,  which 
had  hitherto  been  deferred  for  fervices  of  more  immediate  neceflitjn 
The  enemy  employed  the  night  with  equal  diligence,  and  pulhed 
the  lap  of  their  retrenchment  from  the  falient  angle  70  yards  along 
the  north  face  of  the  covered-way,  and  widened  the  work  in  an 
excavation  fufficient  to  contain  cannon  and  a large  detachment 
of  troops:  this  work,  witli  what  was  done  the  night  before  on 
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1759.  the  other  hde,  entirely  embraced  the  falient  angle  of  the  covered- 

January.  ''  * 

The  following  day,  which  was  the  26th,  the  enemv  fired  mofi: 
of  their  fhot  into  the  town ; and  mod:  of  their  fliells,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding night,  into  the  works  of  the  north  front,  by  which  a tv'enty- 
four  pounder  was  difmoinited  on  the  n.e.  bafcion,  and  the  cafualtiea 
from  the  evening  to  the  evening  were  five  Sepoys  and  one  European 
killed,  and  1 1 wounded,  of  whom  were  the  Lieutenants  I.aiif’-,  and 
Little,  who  loft  his  left  arm.  In  the  fucceeding  night  the  enemy 
widened  and  raided  their  ^\ork  on  the  crelt  of  the  glacis,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  conftant  fire  of  the  defences;  and  no  guards  could  any 
longer  be  kept  at  the  lalient  angle  they  had  iiivefted,  but  centries 
W’ere  advanced  every  quarter  of  an  hour  from  the  blind  before  the 
N.  E.  baftion,  to  obferve  whether  they  \\  ere  beginning  any  new 
works,  but  difcovered  none.  In  the  24  hours  to  the  e\  ening  of  the 
27th,  no  damage  was  done  to  any  of  the  artillery,  but  five  Europeans 
were  killed  and  five  wounded,  and  one  with  fi\^e  Sepo\s.  The 
enemy’’s  workmen  remained  very  filent  in  their  trenches  through 
the  night. 

Three  hundred  Sepoys  were  intended  to  fally  before  day-break  on 
the  28th,  in  order  to  furprize  the  enemy’s  battery  of  two  guns  to  the 
fouth  of  the  bar:  but  marching  too  late  were  difcerned,  and  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  the  battery  before  they  had  crofifed  the  bar,  on  which 
they  were  immediately  recalled  into  the  fort.  In  the  morning  the 
enemy  began  to  fire  again  from  the  battery  near  their  fecond 
crochet,  which  had  remained  filent  ever  fince  they  opened  it  inef- 
feftually  on  the  23d,  and  during  this  inter\^al  they  had  endeavoured 
to  redlify  the  erroneous  conftrudlion  of  the  embrafures,  which  were 
intended  againft  the  right  face  of  the  north  ravelin : they  had  like- 
wife  brought  up  two  ten-inch  mortars  to  this  battery,  with  which, 
and  three  guns,  they  commenced  their  fire;  but  one  of  the  guns 
failed  at  nine  o’clock,  and  another  at  ten ; in  the  afternoon  another, 
which  they  were  trying  in  the  4th  embrafure,  was  difabled  by  a fhot 
from  the  fort ; after  which,  the  cannonade  from  this  battery  ceafed 
entirely,  but  the  mortars  continued.  At  noon  a party  with  many 
* . yoke 
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yoke  of  oxen  aflembled  at  the  bar,  in  order  to  draw  off  the  two  1759. 
guns  there;  but  the  firing  of  the  fort  foon  made  them  remove  the 
cattle  out  of  reach.  The  cafualties  from  the  preceding  night  to 
the  evening  of  this  day  were  one  European  and  one  Lafcar  killed, 

V'ith  ten  Europeans  and  nine  Sepoys  wounded. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  drew  off  one  of  the  guns  at  the  bar; 
their  workmen  carried  on  a mining  fap  from  the  left  of  the  palmyra 
ffockade  acrofs  the  glacis,  and  on  a level  lower  than  the  covered 
Viay,  intending  to  pafs  under  this  likewife  in  order  to  ojien  the 
counterfcarp  of  the  ditch ; they  executed  this  work  with  fo  much 
filence  that  the  garrifon  had  no  fufj^icion  of  it  until  two  the  next  after- 
noon, when  the  fap  was  advanced  as  far  as  the  fcarp,  or  brick  facing 
of  the  glacis,  and  being  carried  too  high,  the  earth  of  the  covered 
way  with  the  facing  fell  in,  and  difcovered  them;  fome  grenadiers 
were  immediately  lent  to  fire  and  throw  granades  into  the  hole, 
which  obliged  the  miners  to  flop,  but  they  renewed  their  fap  lower. 

7'heir  mortars  continued  during  thefe  24  hours  againff  the  works. 

A nine-pounder  was  difabled  on  the  N.  w.  ravelin  by  the  fire  from 
the  hofpital;  and  the  embrafures  of  Pigot’s  baftion,  and  of  Law- 
rence’s, the  next  on  the  left,  were  much  damaged  by  fhells  and 
flray  fhot;  for  both  thefe  works  were  out  of  the  front  attack,  nor 
was  there  a finglc  gun  which  bore  direftly  upon  them;  for  the  enemy 
had  for  fome  days  ceafed  the  4 they  opened  on  the  7th  of  the  month 
in  this  dire6tion,  which  joined  to  the  left  fhoulder  of  the  Lorrain 
battery.  The  cafualties  from  the  evening  to  the  evening  were  two 
Europeans  and  three  Sepoys  killed,  and  two  and  one  wounded.  In 
the  enfuing  night  the  enemy  threw  many  fhells  into  the  town,  and 
continued  hard  at  work  both  in  their  covered  fap,  and  in  railing  a 
battery  on  the  creff  of  the  glacis,  but  with  fo  much  fdence,  that 
the  garrifon  could  not  difcover  what  they  were  doing:  the  working 
party  of  the  fort  were  employed  in  reftoring  the  right  face  of  the 
north  ravelin,  and  the  fame  fide  of  the  caponiere  leading  to  it  acrofs- 
the  ditch. 

In  the  interval  fince  the  defertion  of  the  black  troops  at  Conje- 
ver-am,  feveral  letters  and  other  notices  had  been  received  from  Cap- 
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i7j[8.  tain  Preflon  and  Mahomed  IfToof.  Piirfuing  their  intention  of  en- 
J^uai^  lifting  a body  of  better  cavalry,  they  arrived  on  the  12th  at  Lalla- 
pet,  a town  of  great  refort,  10  miles  to  the  n.  w.  of  Arcot,  where 
their  invitations  loon  ccileCled  500  jMoorifh  horfe,  and  600  IMorattoes. 
The  Nabob’s  brother,  Abdiilwahab  Ca\^'n,  was  at  this  time  refidino- 
with  their  mother  at  Chitore,  and  being  urged  by  her  reprefentations 
to  fbme  compundlion  for  the  diftrets  of  the  Nabob’s  affairs,  he  prof- 
fered his  afliftance;  on  w'hich  Mahomed  Iflbof,  with  a fmall  efcort, 
went  to  Chitore,  and  in  a few"  days  returned,  accompanied  by  Ab- 
duhv ahab  w"ith  1 000  horfe,  and  more  foot,  being  the  troops  he  had 
kept  in  pay  fince  he  quitted  Arcot  in  the  preceding  year.  Overtures 
W"ere  likewnfe  made  to  a body  of  3000  Morattoes  belonging  to  Bala- 
gerow",  and  commanded  by  an  officer  named  Gopaulrow,  who  w'ere 
lying  at  the  pafs  of  Damalchcrry;  but  Gopaulrow  infifted  on  re- 
ceiving money  before  any  moved,  on  which  Prefton  fent  him  the 
bill  of  an  opulent  ftirof  for  60,000  rupees,  w"hich  was  to  be  paid  as 
foon  as  the  horfe  arrived  at  Velore;  but  as  the  meftages  and  march 
required  eight  days,  the  army  in  the  interval  fet  out  from  Lallapet 
on  the  izad,  and  halted  on  the  25th  at  Trivalore,  w'ithin  four  miles 
of  the  fort  of  Tripaffore,  in  which,  as  well  as  Pondamalee,  the 
French  had  a garrifon  of  Sepoys ; but  the  pettah  of  Pondamalee 
being  much  opener  than  of  Tripaffore,  Mahomed  Iffoof  fent  off  a de- 
tachment to  plunder  it,  which  they  effefled  after  fome  Ikirmifhing 
wdth  the  Sepoys  from  the  fort,  of  whom  feveral  were  killed.  Befides 
the  booty  they  got  in  the  pettah,  the  detachment  returned  with  3000 
ftieep  and  oxen,  which  had  been  colledled  from  the  country, and  were 
kept  under  the  proteftion  of  the  garrifon,  in  the  common  round  the 
fort,  to  fupply  the  French  army  before  Madrafs.  The  Nabob’s  bro- 
ther Nazeabulla,  who  had  accompanied  Mr.  hloracin  to  Pondicherry, 
and  afterwards  the  French  army  to  the  ffege,  had  lately  returned  to 
Nelore ; and  the  example  and  exhortations  of  his  brother  Abdul- 
wahab,  had  reclaimed  him  fo  far,  as  to  promife  to  join  him  at  Triva- 
lore with  his  force;  but  he  delayed,  and  the  army  having  been  rein- 
forced with  ammunition  and  tw"0  more  three-pounders  from  Ching- 
lapet,  proceeded  on  the  .27th  to  Trimliwafh,  a town  fttuated  on  the 
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fkirts  of  Malrawzes  wood,  12  miles  to  the  n.  w.  of  Madrafs.  The  1759. 
Polygar,  with  an  agent  who  had  been  fent  to  him  by  the  governor, 
came  to  the  camp,  and  promifed  to  bring  2000  Peons  and  a fupply 
of  rice : but,  finding  no  money  was  intended  to  be  given  him,  re- 
turned the  next  day  into  his  wood,  and  appeared  no  more.  Maho- 
med Ifibof,  as  foon  as  the  camp  v/as  pitched,  rode  with  a party  ofi 
horfe  as  far  as  Malkelyne’s  garden,  which  flands  two  miles  N.  w.  of 
Fort  St.  George,  where  mofi:  of  the  oxen  belonging  to  the  French 
army  were  kept  under  the  care  of  a guard  of  Sepoys  and  black 
horfe  ; whom  Mahomed  IfToof’s  party  put  to  flight,  and  feized  mofc 
of  the  cattle.  The  next  day  the  whole  body  of  French  cavalry,  who 
were  300,  and  Rajahfaheb’s  who  were  800,  encamped  to  the  north 
of  the  garden,  and  on  the  29th  one  of  their  parties  routed  one  of 
Abdulwahab’s,  and  took  ten  priloners.  The  attention  to  this  army,, 
fince  their  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood,  diminlfhed  the  aflivity  of 
the  enemy’s  operations  againll:  the  fort,  by  the  detachments  they' 
were  obliged  to  fend  and  fecal  on  different  reports  and  alarms. 

Their  approach,  juff  as  the  enemy’s  works  were  advanced  fo  near, 
the  defences  increafed  the  alacrity  of  the  garrifon.- 

On  the  30th,  at  1 1 in  the  forenoon,  a fail  was  defcried  to  ther 
fouthwafd;  when  nearer,  her  colours  were  difcerned  to  be  Englifh,. 
and  her  form  that  of  one  of  the  Company’s  ffiips.  All  the  French 
vcffels,  which  were  five,  flung  out  Englilh  colours  likewife ; and 
the  two  fhips,  the  Harlem  and  Briffol,  prepared  to  get  under  weigh.. 

A catamaran  was  immediately  difpatched  from  the  foj't,  warning 
the  ffranger  to  beware  of  them;  in  the  evening  Mr.  Dalrymple 
was  fent  in  a boat,  with  farther  inffruflions  to  the  captain.  The 
catamaran  got  on  board  before  the  fiiip-  ca,me  to  an  anchor,  which 
was  not  until  nine  at  night ; and  foon  after  the  Briffol  came  up,  re- 
ceived and  returned  a broadfide,  and  fell  to  leeward.  The  ffiip  was 
the  Shaftfbury  Eaff  Indiaman,  commanded  by  captain  Nathaniel 
Iiiglifs,  and  one  of  thofc  which  were  bringing  Draper’s  regiment 
from  Bombay : but,  failing  much  worle  than  the  others,  they 
made  her  the  hofpital  fhip,  aitd  left  her  off  the  fouth  of  Ceylon 
on  the  7th  of  the  month,  after  which,  a luckier  vein  of  v/ind  and 
current  brought  her  to  her  port  before  them.  The  fick,  who  were 
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1759.  36  men  of  the  regiment,  only  added  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  garrifon ; 

the  had  on  board  37  chefts  of  filver,  and  many  military  ftores, 
amongft  them,  hand-grenades,  and  bombs  of  the  largeft  fizes,  of 
Avhich  the  garrifon  were  much  in  need,  having  nearly  expended 
their  flock  of  thefe  articles.  The  communication  of  letters  was 
eafy  and  expeditious,  after  the  fhip  came  to  an  anchor  ; and,  by  the 
governor’s  order,  fhe  threw  out  at  day-break  the  enfigns  of  a man 
of  war,  and  received,  as  if  fuch,  a falute  of  13  guns  from  the  fort. 
At  the  fame  time  the  enemy  on  fhore  began  to  fire  upon  her  with 
one  gun  from  their  negledted' battery  at  the  fecond  crochet,  and  two 
from  the  breafl-work  to  the  fouth,  near  the  bar  ; all^  the  three  were 
twenty-four  pounders;  and  ibmetimes  fent  red-hot  balls.  At  three 
in  the  afternoon,  the  Briflol,  u’hich  had  fallen  far  to  leeward,  w'orked 
up  again  into  the  road:  whilft  drawing  nigh,  boats  avith  foldiers 
went  off  to  her  from  the  black  town.  The  Harlem,  which  had  like- 
wife  been  manned  from  the  fhore,  bore  down  at  the  fame  time,  and 
the  Shaftfbury  had  got  under  ^veigh  to  change  her  flation,  but 
being  intercepted  by  the  Briflol,  fuflained  the  engagement  under  fail 
for  two  hours,  and  then  anchored,  where  direfled,  as  near  as  the 
foundings  would  admit,  oj)pofite  to  the  fouth-eaft  baflion.  The 
other  fhips  anchored  likewife,  but  far  out  in  the  offing,  aiid  never- 
thelefs  continued  firing  until  night.  The  rigging  of  the  Shaftfbury 
was  much  damaged  by  the  fire  of  the  fhips,  and  fne  received  feveralfhot 
through  her  hull  from  the  fhore:  but  no  one  was  wounded,  except 
Lieutenant  Browne  of  th^  regiment,  who  loft  his  right  arm.  Before 
I o,  the  maffoolas  of  the  garrifon  landed  the  fick  and  the  treafure  ; 
and  it  being  fulpefted  that  the  enemy’s  fliips  might  attempt  to 
board  the  Shaftfbury  with  their  boats,  the  governor  fent  optional 
orders  to  Captain  Inglifs,  either  to  efcape  out  of  the  road,  maintain 
his  flation,  or  run  the  fhip  afhore.  The  confidence  was  well  placed, 
and  Inglifs  determined  on  the  choice  of  danger.  The  next  day, 
which  was  the  firft  of  February,  file  flood  the  fame  fire  from  the 
fhore,  fome  from  the  Harlem,  but  none  from  the  Briflol,  for  this 
fhip  had  failed  away  in  the  night  to  Pondicherry  ; and  on  the  fecond, 
none  from  the  Harlem,  w'hich  anchored  far  out  in  the  offing;  but 
the  fire  upon  her  from  the  ffiore  flill  continued. 
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The  preparations  of  the  enesny  on  fhore  againfi;  the  Shaftfbury, 
flackeiied  their  hrc  againft  the  fort  on  the  30th,  the  day  ihe  was  dif- 
cerned.  The  three  eipbrafures  on  the  left  of  Tally’s  battery,  M'lsich 
bore  upon  tha  right  face  in  the  north  ravelin,  continued ; the  two 
next  to  them,  which  v/ere  the  left  of  the  four  that  had  hitherto 
been  employed  againft  the  north-eaft  baft  ion,  like  wife  remained 
free ; but  the  interpofitioii  of  their  own  work  on  the  creft  of  the 
glacis  precluded  the  ufe  of  the  two  other  embrafures  againft  this 
baftion,  as  well  as  of  the  four  which  had  battered  in  breach  the 
falient  angle  of  the  demi  baftion:  but  they  did  not  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  remove  the  guns  of  theie  embrafures  into  thofe  on 
the  right,  in  order  to  batter  towards  the  ftioulder  angle,  that 
next  the  flank  of  this  baftion,  bccaufc  they  intended,  as  ufual,  to 
make  the  breach  at  the  lalient  angle,  in  which  their  fire  had  already 
almoft  ruined  the  parapet.  The  fire  of  the  bur)  ing-ground  battery, 
with  four  guns,  continued  on  the  left  face  of  the  north  ravelin,  and 
the  flank  of  the  demi  baftion,  and  the  four  guns  in  the  hofpital-battery 
enfiladed  the  whole  of  the  north  front.  The  outward  gun  in  Tally’s 
battery  which  remained  free  againft  the  north-eaft  baftion,  they  turned 
againft  the  fiioukler  merlon  on  the  left  of  the  fafcine  battery,  raifed 
by  the  garrifon  on  the  edge  of  the  furf,  of  which  all  the  four  guns 
bore  on  this  and  the  three  next  embrafures  of  Tally’s,  to  the  left.  Their 
mortars  in  this,  the  burying-ground,  and  the  battery  between  them, 
likewife  continued  as  before.  Such  was  their  fire  at  the  clofe  of  this 
day ; and  in  thefe  24  hours  one  1 8 pounder  was  difmounted  by  the 
hofpital-battery  on  Pigot’s  baftion,  i European,  with  3 Sepoys, 
were  killed,  and  9 Europeans,  with  2 Sepoys,  wounded. 

The  enemy’s  mortars  continued  through  the  enfuing  night,  and 
moftly  againft  the  defences.  They  worked  hard  under  ground  from 
the  palmyra  ftockade  ; but,  as  before,  without  being  difcovered ; and 
the  earth  they  threw  up  on  the  creft  of  the  glacis  likewife  concealed 
there  intentions  there,  although  the  garrifon  gave  frequent  alerts, 
and  threw  grenades  every  half  hour,  hoping'the  occafioh  of  a fuc- 
cefsful  fally  to  explore  their  work;  but  the  enemy  here  took 
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no  alarm.  It  was  fuppofed  they  were  carrying  on  a covered  fap 
towards  the  blind  before  the  north-eaft  baftion,  which  threatened 
the  mod;  dangerous  mine  they  could  fpring ; and  to  counteract  their 
intention  by  meeting  their  work,  the  garrifon  opened  a fap  from  the 
left  of  the  ditch,  and  directed  it  acrofs  and  under  the  srround  imme- 

O 

diately  in  front  of  the  blind.  The  mining  gallery  towards  their  batteiw 
on  the  creft  of  the  glacis  was  like  wife  pufhed  on  with  much 
diligence.  The  enfuing  morning,  the  enemy  at  fun-rife  opened  four 
embrafures  in  this  battery,  which  extended  to  the  right  from  the 
fummit  of  the  falient  angle : one  of  them  pointed  to  the  N.  e.  baftion, 
-and  all  the  four  bore  on  the  falient  angle  of  the  demi;  but  they  had 
raifed  the  embrafures  fo  high,  that  none  of  their  fhot  could  ftrike 
the  parapet,  but  all  flew  over  the  fort;  fo  that  after  live  or  fix 
rounds  they  ceafed  firing,  and  clofed  the  embrafures  in  order  to  alter 
the  level.  Befides  the  guns  which  they  opened  and  kept  up  againfl: 
the  Shaftlbury,  their  other  batteries  againft  the  fort  continued 
through  the  day  : the  hofpital  and  burying-ground,  with  all  their 
o-uns,  but  Lallv’s  onlv  with  five,  three  of  which  were  thole  againfl:  the 
north  ravelin,  and  the  other  two,  which  were  the  next  to  them,  fired 
raolily  againfr  the  falcii-ie  battery,  where  they  difabled  two  twelve 
pounders ; a twenty-four  pounder  was  likewile  difmounted  on  the 
royal  baftion:  the  cafualties  to  the  troops  were  4 Europeans  killed, 
■and  9,  with  3 Sepoys  wounded.  During  the  night,  the  garrifon, 
befides  the  repair  of  the  works,  continued  their  gallery  towards  the 
falient  angle,  and  the  covered  fap  before  the  blind.  The  enemy 
continued  their  fap  likewife  Hill  undifcovered,  and  worked  in  alter- 
ing their  breaching  battery ; but  when  they  opened  it  again  the 
next  morning  wnth  five  guns,  the  Ihot  as  before  flew'  over,  and  they 
were  aeain  obliged  to  dole  the  embrafures. 

This  day  w'as  the  firfl  of  February  : the  fire  of  the  two  guns 
from  the  bar  to  the  s.  and  the  other  to  the  n.  at  the  fecond  crochet, 
continued  a crolfing  fire  againfl;  "the  Shaftlbury  with  much  aim,  and 
fometimes  with  red-hot  Ihot,,  of  which  feveral  went  through  the 
hull.  The  Karlem  likewife  fired  and  helped  to  ruin  her  rigging. 
The  fort  fired  upon  the  Harlem  and  on  the  enemy’s  fouthern  guns 

and 


Book  X.  Siege  of  Fort  St.  George.  429 

and  in  the  evening  a twenty-four  pounder,  which  bore  on  them  1759. 
from  the  San  Thome  or  fouth-eaft  baftion,  burft,  whilft  Mr.  Pigot 
the  governor  was  there ; he  and  two  other  men  were  flightly  wound- 
ed, but  four  more  died  of  their  hurts.  The  reft  of  the  fire  on 
both  fides  continued  as  the  day  before,  excepting  that  the  enemy’s 
mortars  were  not  fo  frequent.  The  Cuddalore,  a fchooner  belong- 
ing to  the  Company,  which  had  lain  fome  days  at  Paliacate  where 
fhe  had  ftopped  feveral  boats  coming  from  the  northward  to  the 
enemy’s  camp,  came  this  day  near  the  road ; but  feeing  the  Harlem 
ready  to  weigh,  ftood  out  again  to  fea.  A twenty-four  pounder  was 
difabled  in  the  fainting  battery  of  the  fort  by  its  own  fire  on  the 
Harlem.  The  cafualties,  befides  thofe  who  fuffered  on  the  San 
Thome  baftion,  were  2 Europeans  killed,  and  4,  with  2 Sepoys, 
wounded.  In  the  night,  as  well  as  the  day,  the  pioneers  of  the 
garrifon  continued  the  two  galleries,  the  one  towards  the  enemy’s 
battery  on  the  falient  angle  of  the  glacis,  the  other  under  the  blind, 
and  the  reft  of  the  workmen  were  chiefly  employed  in  repairing  the 
parapet  towards  the  falient  angle  of  the  demi  baftion. 

In  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  enemy  opened  again  their  embra- 
fures  on  the  creft  of  the  glacis,  which  they  had  been  repairing  all 
night,  but  with  as  little  judgment  as  in  the  preceding,  for  their  fhot 
ftill  flew  too  high;  and  the  guns  being  expofed  as  before  without 
refiftance  to  the  cannon  and  mortars  of  the  defences,  were  clofed 
again  in  an  hour  after  they  had  opened,  and  remained  filent  the  reft 
of  the  day.  The  other  batteries  continued  as  before.  The  Harlem 
had  weighed  before  day-break,  and  anchored  out  of  guii-fhot  of  the 
Shaftfbury,  which  now  only  fuftained  the  fire  of  the  three  guns  on 
fhore;  and  theirs  lefs  frequent  than  in  the  preceding  days.  At 
eight  in  the  morning,  feveral  parties  of  horfe  were  difcerned  from 
the  fteeple,  advancing  in  the  plain  about  five  miles  n.  w.  of  the 
fort;  and  foon  after  appeared  the  whole  army,  with  Prefton  and 
Mahomed  Iflbof.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  at  Viparee  drew  out,  rein- 
forcements joined  them  from  the  black  town,  and  at  three  iu  the 
afternoon  firing  commenced,  which  lafted  until  fun-fet. 
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The  governor  had  repeatedly  recommended  to  Prefton  and  Ma- 
homed UToof  to  march  round,  and  take  pofleffion  of  St.  Thome, 
and  from  thence  to  come  by  the  fea-fhore  into  the  fort;  or  to  pe- 
netrate wherever  elfe  they  fliould  fee  an  opening;  the  intention  of 
this  jundlion  was  to  concert  meaiures  for  a general  attack  on  the 
enemy’s  camp,  which  could  not  be  explained  by  letters  in  cipher 
and  liable  to  interception.  The  effort,  however,  was  not  to  be 
made  by  a fally  of  the  united  force  from  the  fort;  but  Preffon’s 
army,  after  being  furnifhed  with  money  and  four  days  provifions, 
which  the  garrifon  could  fpare,  were  to  march  out  and  encamp 
abroad  again;  and  at  the  appointed  hour  fall  on  the  black  town, 
whilft  the  garrifon  at  the  fame  time  fallied  upon  the  enemy’s  works. 
This  projefl  was  fcarcely  feafible;  for  the  enemy,  knowing  the 
jun6tion  in  the  fort,  would  be  on  ftrift  guard  in  all  their  pofts. 
Preffon,  although  he  difapproved  the  fcheme,  was  as  felicitous  as 
the  governor  to  carry  it  into  execution ; but  the  Poly  gars  had  failed 
to  fupply  the  provihon  of  rice  they  had  promifed,  which  obliged 
the  army  to  fend  for  it  as  far  as  Chinglapet  and  Conjeveram,  and 
detained  them  three  days  at  Trimliwafh  until  the  morning  of  the 
2d;  when  they  marched,  intending  to  pafs  to  San  Thome  between 
the  black  town  and  the  Mount,  notwithftanding  the  whole  body  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  were  lying  in  the  M'^ay  at  Viparee.  Mr.  Lally, 
hearing  of  their  approach,  took  a detachment  of  300  European  in- 
fantry, 500  Sepoys,  and  fix  field-pieces,  from  the  black  town,  and 
joined  his  two  bodies  of  cavalry  which  were  lying  at  Viparee.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Buffy,  and  moff  of  the  principal  officers, 
of  the  army.  They  marched  onward  in  the  plain  towards  Pref- 
ton’s  force,  who  feeing  them  coming,  halted  on  the  other  fide  of  a 
long  morafs  formed  by  paddy  fields,  which  interfefled  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  plain  from  weft  to  eaft;  the  cavalry  with  Prefton,  to  avoid 
the  enemy’s  cannonade,  kept  at  a diftance  in  the  rear;  but  the  in- 
fantry drew  up  under  the  ftielter  of  banks  which  continued  along 
the  edge  of  the  morafs.  Mr.  Lally  made  feveral  motions  to  intice 
them  to  crofs;  but  they  were  not  feduced:  on  which  he  took  poft 
at  three  o’clock  in  a fpot  of  ground  covered  by  hedges  and  trees, 

and 
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and  opened  his  cannon  acrofs  the  morafs,  although  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  looo  yards,  which  were  anlwered  by  only  fix  three- 
pounders.  The  Sepoys,  and  even  the  Europeans  on  both  fides,  fired 
fometimes  likewife  with  their  fmall  arms : but  the  horfe  were  never 
near  each  other.  From  the  advantage  of  fituation,  notwithflanding 
the  difparity  of  the  cannon,  the  lofs  in  Prefton’s  army  did  not 
much  exceed  the  enemy’s,  being  1 5 Sepoys,  one  European,  and 
fi^^e  horfe  killed,  and  five  Sepoys  wounded;  whereas  the  enemy 
left  nine  Europeans  and  thirteen  horfes  dead  on  the  plain.  At  fun- 
fet  they  retreated  to  Viparee,  whei  e Mr.  Tally  likewife  remained 
with  the  detachment  of  infantry;  and  Prefton,  for  want  of  provi- 
fions,  returned  to  Trimliwafh. 

In  the  night  the  enemy  threw  fewer  fliells  than  ufual:  from 
the  morning  of  the  2d  to  the  morning  of  the  3d,  was  the  firft  day 
fince  the  4th  of  January,  in  which  no  one  was  killed  in  the 
fort;  and  no  Sepoys  received  any  hurt,  but  five  Europeans  were 
wounded.  The  pioneers  of  the  garrifon  continued  the  two  mines: 
they  who  were  at  work  under  the  blind  dilcovered  no  figns  of  the 
fap  they  Ihfpecled ; but  the  miners,  who  were  pufiiing  under  the 
covered-way  towards  the  breaching  battery,  heard,  at  two  in  the 
morning,  the  found  of  men  working  near  them  in  the  enemy’s 
mine  on  the  right  under  the  eafi:  face  of  the  glacis,  which  it  was 
fuppofed  they  had  relinquifhed  fince  it  failed  on  the  23d.  At  day- 
break they  Iprung  this  mine  on  the  infide  of  the  covered-way, 
through  the  counterfcarp  of  the  ditch,  at  the  extremity  of  the  cu- 
vette; into  which  the  bulk  of  the  explofion  was  thrown.  Frag- 
ments of  the  brick-work  wounded  five  Europeans  and  a Sepoy;  but 
the  explofion  itfelf  blew  up  none:  neverthelefs,  to  deftroy  many 
men  feemed  the  only  intent;  for  if  it  was  meant  to  facilitate  the 
defcent  into  the  ditch,  their  approaches  were  not  fufficiently  for- 
ward to  attempt  this  operation;  fince  the  excavation  was  entirely 
commanded  by  the  three  innermofi;  guns  in  the  flank  of  the  royal 
baftion,  of  which  all  the  feven  being  covered  on  the  flank  by  the 
oreillon,  and  by  traverfes  in  the  rear,  had  received  no  hurt  from  the 
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1759.  enemy^s  canaon>  and  none  of  their  mortars  had  chanced  to  light 
amongft  them ; fo  that  all  remained  in  perfect  condition,  and  the- 
enemy,  before  they  fprung  the  mine,  fhould  have  raifed  a battery 
in  the  fame  direftion,  on  the  creft  of  the  glacis,  to  take  off  thele 
defences.  Immediately  after  the  explofion,  they  began  to  fire  from 
two  embrafares  of  their  breaching  battery  in  the  falient  angle, 
which  the  fire  of  the  fort,  as  before,  foon  obliged  them  to  clofe; 
their  other  batteries  likewife  flackened,  and  their  mortars  ftill  more. 
Their  workmen  were  chiefly  employed  during  the  night,  in  low- 
ering the  embrafures  of  their  breaching  battery;  the  garrifon, 
befides  the  repairs  of  the  demi  baftion,  againfl;  which  the  greateft 
part  of  the  enemy’s  fire  had  been  direfted,  worked  at  their  two 
mining  galleries.  The  cafualties  of  the  day  and  night,  befides  the 
men  wounded  by  the  enemy’s  mine,  were  only  one  Sepoy  killed, 
and  one  wounded. 

At  day-light  on  the  4th,  the  enemy  again  opened  their  breaching 
battery  on  the  crefl;  of  the  glacis,  and  for  the  firfl:  time  fired  from  all 
the  fix  embrafures,  which, although  fomething  lowered,  ftill  remained 
too  high  to  {Irike  below  the  parapet  of  the  baftions ; and  the  endea- 
vour neceflary  to  reduce  them  even  to  this  level  retarded  the  repeti- 
tions of  their  fire.  The  two  embrafures  in  the  left  of  the  battery  bore 
on  the  north- eaft,  the  other  four  on  the  demi  baftion.  The  n.  e. 
returned  with  three  guns,  but  the  demi  baftion  with  none;  for  the 
embrafures  were  clofed,  in  order  to  let  the  workmen  thicken  the 
parapet  within ; and  their  fire  was  much  better  fupplied  by  the  four 
innermoft  guns  in  the  flank  of  the  royal  baftion,  upon  which  not  a 
gun  in  the  breaching  battery  againft  which  they  fired,  nor  from  any 
other,  could  bear ; and  the  gunners,  fenfible  of  their  fecurity,  fired 
with  deliberate  aim,  whilft  the  three  guns  on  the  n.  e.  baftion  conti- 
nued hotly  on  their  oppofites,  and  both  together  obliged  the  enemy 
in  lefs  than  an  hour  to  withdraw  their  guns,  and  clofe  the  em- 
brafures; nor  did  they  attempt  to  open  them  again  during  the  reft 
of  the  day.  At  feven  the  gallery  carrying  on  towards  this  battery 
having  been  pufhed  to  the  banquet  of  the  covered-way  fell  in  at  the 
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end  there,  and  the  light  came  in;  but  the  miners  flopped  the  hole  1759* 
fo  loon,  that  the  enemy  did  not  difcover  the  mifchance.  The  gal- 
lery  was  then  filled  five  or.  fix  feet  back,  and  from  hence  a return 
' made  to  the  right,  from  which  it  was  again  continued  flraight  for- 
ward under  the  glacis.  In  the  night,  the  enemy  had  withdrawn 
the  two  twenty-four  pounders  from  the  bar,  in  order  to  replace  others, 
which  had  been  difabled  in  the  north  front  of  the  attack ; they 
however  fubflituted  a fix-pounder  to  check  any  fally  from  the  fort. 

The  ceffation  of  this  fire  to  the  fouth  releafed  the  Shaftfbury  from  the 
greatefl  moleflation  fhe  had  endured,  by  which  feveral  of  her  men 
had  been  killed  and  wounded,  her  hull  fhot  through  in  many  places, 
and  all  her  mafls  and  rigging  ruined.  In  the  morning,  before 
day-light,  fhe  had  moved  from  her  ftation  under  the  guns  of  the 
s.  E.  or  San  Thome  baflion,  and  anchored  about  a mile  in  the 
offing,  oppofite  to  the  fea-gate.  The  French  fhips  continued  at  their 
anchors  out  of  gun-fhot;  lb  that  all  the  annoyance  which  fhe  re- 
ceived through  the  day  was  a fhot  now  and  then  from  the  fingle 
gun  at  the  fecond  crochet.  Againfl  the  fort,  the  four  guns  at  the 
burying-ground  continued  with  vivacity,  but  the  two  enfilading  in 
the  Lorrain,  and  the  four  crochet  on  the  hofpital-battery  with  lefs 
frequency:  all  the  enemy’s  firfl-rate  bombs  were  expended,  and 
mofl  of  the  next  lizes,  fb  that  they  only  fired  a few  fhells  of  eight 
and  ten  inches  from  the  fecond  crochet.  In  the  evening,  a floop 
from  Pondicherry  anchored  at  San  Thome  with  a fupply  of  flcres. 

During  the  night,  the  enemy  fired  a great  deal  of  mufketry  upon 
the  covered-way,  and  the  garrifon,  befides  the  repairs,  continued 
the  two  mines.  The  cafualties  of  the  night  and  day  were  one 
European  and  three  Sepoys  killed,  and  four  with  two  wounded,  and 
a twenty-four  pounder  was  difabled  on  the  demi  baflion. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  Harlem,  the  Diligent, 
and  three  fmaller  veffels,  got  under  fail  from  their  flation  before 
the  black  town,  where  they  left  only  one,  a fmall  floop,  and  land- 
ing to  the  fouthward  were  out  of  fight  before  the  evening.  The 
caufe  of  their  fudden  departure,  was  a report  from  Pondicherry, 
that  feveral  ffiips  of  force  had  been  feen  off  Negapatam,  At  fun- 

rife. 
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1759.  rife,  the  enemy  again  opened  their  breaching  battery,  but  before 
they  had  fired  three  rounds  were  obliged  to  clofe  it  again  by  the  fame 
fire  as  the  day  before.  At  nine,  a red  flag  feen  on  the  Mount  fig- 
nified  that  Preffon’s  and  Mahomed  IfToof’s  army  were  arrived  there 
from  Trimlm’afli;  they  had  before  reprefented  the  neceffity  of  re- 
maining at  a diflance  until  fupplied  with  ammunition  and  ftores 
from  Chinglapet,  provifions  from  the  country,  and  money  from 
Madrafs.  Mr.  Pigot  ordered  them  at  all  events  to  attempt  the 
effort  fo  often  recommended  of  marching  into  the  fort;  but,  left  it 
fliould  fail,  difpatched  in  the  evening  ten  of  the  troop  of  Euro- 
pean horfe,  with  Captain  Vafferot,  each  carrying  a thoufand  pa- 
godas, who  crolfed  the  Ifland,  forced  through  the  eneixiy’s  guai'd  at 
Chindadrapettah,  and  arrived  at  the  Mount  at  ten  at  night,  of  which 
they  immediately  gave  notice  to  the  garrifon  by  four  rockets  and  a 
large  fire.  The  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  was  flacker  than  ufual 
in  the  day,  their  fhells  very  fe^\’■,  and  little  mufketry  in  the  night. 
Neverthelefs  the  cafualties  until  the  morning  of  the  6th,  were 
another  twenty-four  pounder  difabled  on  the  demi  baftion,  one  Euro- 
pean and  three  Sepoys  killed,  and  four  Europeans  M^ounded. 

The  enemy’s  breaching  battery  remained  filent  during  the  6th ; nor 
had  they  repaired  the  damages  it  had  fuftained;  but  in  Tally’s  of 
which  the  fire  had  ceafed  fince  the  30th  of  the  laft  month,  fix  embra- 
fures  appeared  to  have  been  reflored  to  good  condition  for  fervice ; but 
fo  many  of  the  enemy’s  guns  had  been  ruined,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  withdraw  the  four  from  the  recochet  battery  at  the  hofpital,  to 
fiirnifh  the  embrafures  at  Tally’s  which,  however,  they  did  not 
open  until  the  next  day;  fo  that  their  fire  this  day  was  from  fewer 
guns  than  in  any  fince  they  began  the  fiege,  confifling  only  of  the 
four  guns  at  the  burying-ground,  and  two  in  the  Terrain  battery; 
but  they  added  two  ten-inch  mortars  to  the  two  already  effablifhed 
at  the  fecond  crochet.  All  their  cavalry,  European,  as  well  as  the 
black,  were  obferved  filing  off  to  the  Choultry  Plain ; and  Sepoys', 
with  guns  and  tumbrils,  were  feen  marching  that  way  from  the 
black  town.  I'he  night  paffed  without  fkirmifh,  for  the  enemy 
were  not  heard  at  work  on  the  creff  of  the  glacis;  but  their  mortars 
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continued.  In  the  day  and  night  two  Europeans  wxre  killed,  and 
two  wounded,  but  none  of  the  Sepoys  were  hurt. 

In  the  morning  of  the  yth  the  enemy  began  to  lire,  as  was  ex- 
pected, from  Lally’s  battery,  but  only  from  four  of  the  embrafures, 
and  with  a mortar  on  the  right,  all  bearing  upon  the  demi  and 
north-eafl;  baftions,  which  together  returned  fix  guns  : the  other 
batteries  continued  as  the  day  before,  and  the  mortars  in  the  night; 
during  which  no  alarms  were  given  either  by  the  enemy  or  the  gar- 
rifon : two  guns  were  difabled  on  the  north-eaft  baftion ; two  Eu- 
ropeans were  killed,  and  five,  and  two  Sepoys,  wounded. 

Notwithftanding  the  inefficacy  of  the  breaching  battery,  the  reft 
of  the  enemy’s  fire  had  by  this  time  rent  the  falient  angle  of  the 
demi  baftion  from  top  to  bottom;  and  Mr.  Lally,  who  viewed  every 
thing  with  enthufiafm,  ordered  the  principal  engineers  and  artillery 
officers  to  give  their  opinion  on  the  feafibility  of  ftorming  this 
breach,  and  declared  his  own  of  fuccefs;  but  the  officers  confider- 
ed  the  queftion  with  more  deliberation.  They  agreed  that  the  de- 
fcent  into  the  covered  way  from  the  breaching  battery  on  one  fide, 
and  the  gabions  on  the  other,  of  the  falient  angle  of  the  glacis,  was 
ealy,  and  that  the  defcent  into  the  ditch  and  paffage  acrofs  it  had 
been  rendered  very  pradticable  by  the  mine  they  had  Ijirung  in  the 
covered-way  from  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  glacis,  of  which  the  ex- 
plofion  had  filled  up  a fufficient  fpace  at  the  end  of  the  cuvette  or 
trench  of  water  dug  along  the  middle  of  the  ditch ; but  a rank  of 
ftrong  palifadoes  ranged  along  the  other  fide  of  the  cuvette,  and 
having  hitherto  received  no  damage  muft  be  torn  down  by  hand, 
before  the  troops  could  gain  the  foot  of  the  breach  ; who,  during 
the  defcent  into  the  ditch,  would  be  expofed,  without  the  cover  of  a 
lingle  gabion  on  the  flank,  to  the  fire  of  the  north-eaft  baftion  and 
of  mulketry  from  the  blind  before  it ; to  fix  guns  in  the  curving 
flank  of  the  royal  baftion,  and  abundance  of  ftnall  arms  from  the 
caponiere  which  led  acrofs  the  ditch  to  the  north  ravelin ; and  the 
havoc  of  thefe  two  fires  would  continue  without  the  leaft  refiftancc 
or  interruption  upon  the  troops  whilft  aflTaulting  the  breach  itfelf. 
From  thei'e  circumftances  the  officers  declared  the  breach,  although 
. pra6licable, 
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1759.  prafticable,  inacceffible ; but  added,  what  they  were  not  afked, 
February.  from  a comparifoii  of  the  forces,  the  profecutioii  of  works  to 

quell  the  fire  of  the  place  would  only  facrifice  the  lives  of  many 
men  without  the  leafi:  probability  of  fuccefs. 

The  only  variation  in  the  attack  during  the  8 th,  was  the  addition 
of  one  gun  on  Tally’s,  which  now  fired  with  five.  The  force  with 
which  the  enemy  intended  to  oppofe  the  army  at  the  Mount  had 
colledted  in  a feparate  camp  on  the  Choultry  Plain,  and  in  their  rear 
at  Egmore  were  fix  field-pieces  with  four  tumbrils.  In  the  after- 
noon the  Briftol  anchored  off  St.  Thome  returning  with  ftores  from 
Pondicherry ; and,  as  it  was  apprehended  that  fhe  might  have 
brought  a fupply  of  large  fhells,  the  governor  propofed  that  the 
Shaftfbury,  reinforced  with  40  foldiers  from  the  fhore,  Ihould  attack 
her.  Captain  Inglifs  concurred  in  this  intention  with  alacrity;  but 
his  maffs  were  fo  much  damaged,  that  it  required  the  repair  of  two 
days  before  he  could  fet  a fail.  No  annoyance,  excepting  mortars, 
pafiTed  between  the  befiegers  and  the  fort  during  the  night.  Before 
the  morning,  the  gallery  in  front  of  the  blind  before  the  north-eafi: 
baftion  had  been  carried  far  enough  toward  the  fea  to  fecure  this 
work  from  any  mines  of  the  enemy,  and  was  continued  in  a diredion 
forward  towards  the  palmyra  palifade,  of  which  the  enemy  were 
in  poffeffion,  in  order  to  crofs  any  other  they  might  be  attempting 
againfi;  the  eaft  face  of  the  covered  way.  Two  explofions  of  powder 
had  been  occafioned  in  the  enemy’s  works  by  the  fall  of  fhells  during 
the  night.  In  thefe  24  hours  were  one  European  and  one  Sepoy 
killed,  and  two  Europeans  and  one  Sepoy  wmunded  ; but  no  gun 
was  difmounted. 

In  the  three  lafi;  days,  information  had  been  received  from  Captain 
Prefton,  that  Major  Calliaud  was  approaching  with  a reinforcement 
from  the  fouth;  and  thefe  were  the  firft  advices  concerning  him, 
which  had  reached  either  Prefton  or  the  garrifon  fince  his  departure 
toTanjore;  for  every  letter  which  he  had  written  pafling  through  the 
enemy’s  country,  had  been  either  intercepted  by  them,  or  carried  far 
away  by  the  mefifengers.  A variety  of  untoward  incidents  had  pro- 
tradled  the  execution  of  his  commiffion.  He  embarked  at  nine  in 
2 the 
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the  morninGf  on  the  ill  of  December  in  a common  maffoolali,  which 
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had  onlv  fix  rowers  and  the  fteerfman  ; he  w'as  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Bofwell  the  furgeon,  as  his  interpreter,  and  one  fervant.  In  a 
few  hours  after  they  were  at  fea,  a hard  gale  of  wind  arofe,  in 
which  they  could  not  fhow  the  fail,  and  Icarcely  ufe  the  oars; 
ne\'erthelefs  the  drift  of  the  \vind  and  current  carried  the  boat  by 
9 o’clock  the  fecond  night  as  far  as  Devi  Cotah,  which  is  by  the 
fea  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  Madrafs,  when  the  rowers 
were  lb  much  exhauffced,  that  no  entreaties  could  prevent  them 
from  putting  alhore;  and  they  grounded  on  the  Ifrand  wdthin  half 
a mile  of  the  fort  of  Devi  Cotah,  in  which  was  an  officer  and  fomc 
French  Sej)oys,  from  whofe  notice  they  were  prelerved  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  ftorm,  and  before  day-break  put  to  fea  again ; but 
the  boatmen  would  not  venture  over  the  larger  and  outer  furf,  and 
continued  driving  in  the  hollow  fea  between  the  two,  until  noon, 
when  they  landed  at  Tranquebar.  The  rains  had  overflowed  the 
rivers,  which  remained  imjjaffiable  until  the  12th.  ' On  the  14th 
Calliaud  arrived  at  Aimapettah  15  miles  from  Tanjore,  where 
he  was  again  detained  three  days  by  the  bad  weather.  On  the  1 7th 
he  reached  the  city. 

The  king  of  Tanjore,  when  more  clofely  prelTed  by  Captain 
Jofeph  Smith  to  furniffi  the  1000  horfe  requelled  of  him  by  the 
Prefidency  in  December,  pleaded  the  ravages  which  his  country 
had  lately  fuffered  from  the  French  army,  and  demanded  200,000 
rupees  before-hand;  at  length  he  more  plainly  fald,  that  he  thought 
the  Englifh  did  not  care  what  befel  the  territory  of  their  allies, 
provided  they  could  defend  their  own : but  as  he  could  not  alleo-e 
this  indifference  to  himfelf  when  attacked  by  the  French,  he  cited 
the  unconcern  with  which  they  had  fuffered  the  French  to  take 
every  fort  belonging  to  the  Nabob,  and  even  his  capital  of  Arcot, 
without  making  any  eflbrts  to  proteft  them;  although  he  knew  that 
the  Prefidency  had  not  the  means,  and  with  the  Nabob’s  were  lofino- 
their  own  revenues. 

Major  Calliaud  found  the  king  in  the  fame  temper,  fo  pre- 
poflefled  of  the  decline  of  the  Englifh  fortune,  that  he  neglebfed  the 
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I 759.  nfual  attentions  to.himfelf,  as  their  reprefentative,  and  inftead  of  a 
>^ru^.  allotted  his  habitation  in  a choultry.  In  their  conference, 

the  king  faid  he  had  fufficiently  expofed  himfelf  to  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  French,  if  Madrafs  fhould  fall,  by  the  affilfance 
he  had  already  fent  with  Mahomed  Iffoof,  which  were  300 
horfe;  but  not  paid  by  himfelf:  neverthelefs  he  was  willing  to  lend 
400  more,  provided  Calliaud  would  difcharge  their  arrears : Cal- 
liaud  demanded  Colonel  Kennedy  and  the  Jefuit  Eftevan,  the  French, 
hoftages  whom  the  king  had  detained;  but  the  king  refufed,  and 
let  them  depart  on  the  19th,  as  it  were,  in  his  light.  Never- 
thelefs, the  horie  were  lb  necelTary  that  Calliaud  determined  not  to 
take  offence  whilft  there  remainedany  probability  of  getting  them,  and 
applied  for  money  to  the  houfe  of  Buccangee,  which  w’as  by  far  the 
moft  conliderable  bank  in  the  Carnatic,  and  had  hitherto  tranfafled 
the  greatelf  part  of  the  Company’s  exchange  throughout  the  province : 
but  their  agents  in  Tanjore  refufed  to  fupply  any  money  for  bills  on 
Madrafs.  The  king  knowing  this  promifed  the  horfe  Ihould  be 
ready  in  four  days,  if  the  money  was  paid.  Calliaud  then  applied 
to  the  Dutch  government  of  Negapatam,  who  proffered  a loan,  but 
j)ropofed  to  furnilli  it  in  coins,  and  at  rates,  which  would  have 
produced  a lofs  of  25  per  cent.  Thefe  difappointments  obliged 
him  to  feck  the  money  at  Tritchinopoly,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  24th,  and  obtained  the  promife  of  a fupply  from  another  Ihop 
of  Buccangee’s  houfe  eftablilhed  there : he  returned  on  the  2 7th  to 
Tanjore,  where  intelligence  had  been  received  the  day  before,  that 
the  Nabob  with  his  family,  who  had  left  Madrafs  on  the  20th, 
were  arrived  at  Negapatam,  and  that  his  wife,  in  this  Ihort  but 
tempefluous  palfage,  had  been  brought  to  bed  at  fea.  At  the  lame 
time  Seid  Muftoon  the  Nabob’s  agent  at  Tanjore  informed  the  king, 
that  the  Nabob  intended  to  come  into  the  city  in  his  w^ay  to  Tritchi- 
iiopolv,  and  expeded  to  be  met,  as  ufual,  upon  the  road;  but  the 
embarkation,  the  feafon,  and  above  all,  the  travail  of  the  lady,  had 
convinced  the  king,  contrary  to  the  real  motives,  that  nothing  but 
the  defpair  of  Madrafs  could  have  induced  the  Englilh  government 
to  expofe  the  prince  of  their  alliance  to  luch  rilks  and  dihrelfes; 
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and  either  from  the  malignant  pleafure  of  infulting  his  fiiperior  in  1759- 
diftrefs,  or  from  his  dread  of  the  French,  if  they  fhould  prove 
fuccefsful,  or  both,  he  refafed  either  to  admit  the  Nabob  into  the 
city,  or  to  pay  him  a vilit  without  the  walls:  nor  heeded  the  re- 
piefentations  of  Calliaud  endeavouring  to  correbt  his  contumacy. 

The  news  likewife  frightened  the  IhrotF atTritchinopoly  fo  much,  that 
he  retrabled  his  promile,  and  refufed  to  liipply  money  upon  any  terms. 
However,  50  of  the  horfe  were  alTembled  at  Condore  on  the  bank  of 
the  Coleroon,  10  miles  north  of  the  "city,  and  Calliaud,  in  order  to 
encourage  the  red:  to  follow,  went  thither  likewife.  The  next 
day,  which  was  the  28th,  a detachment  of  500  Sepoys,  which 
he  had  ordered  from  Tritchinopoly  to  efcort  the  Nabob,  pafTed  by 
in  their  way  to  Negapatam  ; and  on  the  id  of  January  he  received 
from  Mr.  Norris,  the  member  of  the  council  who  had  accompanied 
the  Nabob  from  Madrafs,  10  of  20,000  pagodas  which  had  been 
fent  by  the  Prefidency  to  defray  the  exjjences  of  the  garrifon  of  Trit- 
chinopoly : but  although  this  fupply  obviated  the  pretexts  of  delay, 
the  king  fent  out  no  more  horfe.  On  the  5lh,  major  Calliaud  vi- 
dted  the  Nabob  at  Ahnapettah^  and  accompanied  him  to  Pondt,  a 
village  7 miles  from  Tanjore,  where  the  illnels  of  the  Nabob’s  wife 
detained  them  the  two  fucceeding  days,  during  which  major  Cal- 
liaud went  again  to  the  city,  when  his  exhortations,  leconded  by  the 
appearance  of  the  efcort,  prevailed;  and  the  king  vifited  the  Nabob 
on  the  8th  with  the  ufual  ceremonies  in  a choultry  on  the  road. 

Major  Calliaud,  to  dignify  the  Nabob’s  appearance  in  his.  own  ter- 
ritory, and  at  his  earneft  requeft,  judicioufly  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  efcort,  and  marched  with  him  to  Tritchino’joly : they  arrived 
there  on  the  loth,  but  Calliaud  returned  the  next  day  to  Condore; 
where  no  more  horfe  had  hitherto  joined  the  firft  party;  his  letters 
and  meflages,  for  he  refolved  not  to  vilit  the  king  again,  availing  as 
little  as  before,  he  returned  to  Tritchinopoly  on  the  1 7th,  in 
hopes  of  levying  a body  of  horfe  in  the  adjacent  country;  and  on  his 
departure  exprefied,  intending  it  Ihould  be  conveyed,  the  utmoft  indig- 
siatioii  at  the  king’s  evafions.  He  however  left  agents  at  Condore  to. 
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I y^g.  improve  any  advantageous  change  which  might  happen  in  his  dilpo- 
F^ruai^'.  alarmed  by  the  relentment  of  his  departure,  lent 

out  the  remainder  of  the  horfe  with  fcrlbes  to  clear  their  accounts  ; 
on  which  Calliaud  returned  on  the  21ft  to  Condore,  and,  advancing 
them  fifteen  days  pay,  they  croffed  the  Coleroon  the  next  day, 
and  on  the  23d  moved  to  Trimalvedy,  a fort  belonging  to  the 
Arielore  Poly  gar,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  about  five  miles  above 
Condore.  Here  he  propofed  that  they  fhould  proceed  10  miles  far- 
ther that  day ; but  they  halted,  parlying  for  more  pay,  until  the 
25th,  when  they  marched  20  miles  to  hlongalpaddy,  a village  ftill 
in  the  diflricls  of  Arielore;  where  they  were  joined  by  three  com- 
panies of  Sepoys  from  Tritchinopoly,  The  whole  arrived  and  halt- 
ed the  next  day  at  Volcondah,  and  on  the  25th  reached  Thiagar : 
here  the  horfe  refufed  again  to  proceed  until  they  received  their  ar- 
rears, which  the  king  had  promifed,  and  failed  to  fend.  They  were 
however  fatisfied  with  another  advance  of  15  days,  but  requefted 
another  day’s  halt  in  expedlation  of  fome  of  their  neceffaries  which 
were  not  yet  come  up  from  Tanjore.  On  the  3 iff  they  marched 
from  Thiagar  to  Tricolore,  which  is  1 5 miles  onwards.  The  killl- 
dar-Kilfnarow,  who  had  before  taken  the  field  with  Mahomed  IfToof, 
promilcd  to  follow  with  all  his  force  from  Thiagar:  but  none  ap- 
peared. On 'the  ifl;  of  February,  Calliaud,  with  his  own  troops, 
reached  Trivanalore,  and  the  next  day  Villaporam.  The  partizan 
Lambert,  with  500  Sepoys,  had  advanced  to  this  place  to  oppofe 
their  progrefs  ; but,  receiving  certain  intelligence  of  their  force, 
went  otf  the  fame  day  to  Gingec.  The  want  of  provifions  detained 
Calliaud’s  party  at  Villaporum  until  the  4th  ; and  on  the  yth,  at 
noon,  they  arrived  at  Chinglapet,  both  foot  and  horfe  fo  much  fa- 
tigued, for  the  march  was  feventy-live  miles  in  three  days,  that 
they  could  proceed  no  farther ; on  which  Calliaud  left  them  there 
to  refrefh,  and  w'ent  away  with  his  own  attendants  to  the  Mount, 
where  he  arrived  at  feven  that  night ; and  as  the  elder  officer  took 
the  command  of  all  the  forces  there,  Preffon’s,  Mahomed  Iffoof’s, 
and  Abdulwahab’s. 

The 
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The  Mount  is  a craggy  rock,  of  which  the  bafe  is  oblong  from  ^759* 
eaft  to  well,  and  a mile  round.  It  has  two  eminences,  of  which  that 
to  the  eaflward  is  much  the  higheft,  being  1 50  feet,  and  has  at 
the  top  a fmall  level  plot,  in  which  hands  a church,  the  fubhitute  of 
a much  more  ancient  hruclure,  dedicated,  by  the  ancient  Chrihians 
of  Coromandel  and  Malabar,  to  a St.  Thomas,  whom  the  prefent  er- 
roneoufly  fuppofe  to  be  the  apohle.  A flight  of  broad  heps  leading 
to  the  church  winds  on  the  eaftern  fide,  jufl;  where  the  hill  itfelf 
begins  to  round  to  the  north.  A village  of  country-houfes,  built  by 
the  Englifh,  extends  from  the  foot  of  the  Mount  about  600  yards 
to  the  eafl,  and  confifts  of  two  rows  of  houies  fituated  in  gardens 
feparated  by  a lane.  The  row  which  faces  the  fouth  fronts  a pleafant"' 
plain,  and  the  walls  of  its  enclofures  as  well  on  this  fide  as  on  the 
other,  where  they  Ikirt  the  lane,  are  on  a flraight  line.  The  enclofure 
which  terminated  the  front  row,  to  the  eaft,  was  the  garden-houfe 
of  Colonel  Lawrence;  it  occupied  100  yards  to  the  plain,  and,  as 
all  the  others  of  this  row,  the  fame  extent  backward  to  the  lane  ; 
the  gardens  on  the  other  fide  of  the  lane  were  not  all  enclofcd 
V'ith  walls,  but  fome  with  banks  and  hedges  ; all,  however,  capable 
of  fome  defence.  The  lall  enclofure  in  this  row,  which  from  its 
owner  was  called  Carvalho’s  garden,  projected  50  yards  farther  out 
to  the  call:  than  Lawrence’s,  the  laft  in  the  front  row,  of  whick 
in  confeqiience  it  flanked  the  eaflern  fide  ; and  about  200  yards 
out  on  the  plain  to  the  fouth,  diredly  oppofite  to  Car\  alho’s,  flood 
the  ruins  of  five  or  fix  mud  houfes,  with  feveral  trees  furrounding 
a fmall  brick  building,  which  had  once  contained  a fwamy,  or 
idol.  This  flation  flanked  the  ground  before  the  front  row  of  cn- 
clofures.  The  lane  that  feparated  the  two  rows  continued  nearly  in 
a flraight  line  from  the  eaft,  and  terminated  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fteps  leading  to  the  fiimmit  of  the  Mount.  On  the  right  hand  of 
the  fteps  was  a craggy  path  from  the  plain  on  the  fouth,  and  on  the 
left  hand  an  outlet  leading  round  the  north  fide  of  the  Mount : 
contiguous  to  the  path  on  the  right,  and  within  piftol-fhot  of  the 
fteps,  was  a houle  which  looked  upon  the  outlet  to  the  north ; 
and  the  laft  houfe  on  the  other  fide  at  this  end  of  the  lane  com- 
manded 
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mandecl  obliquely  the  opening  of  the  path  from  the  fouth : a li^aciou? 
gateway  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftcps  fronted  the  lane  between. 

The  black  troops,  exclubve  of  thofe  which  Major  Calliaud  had  left 
at  Chinglapet,  were  2200  horfe,  and  2500  Sepoys;  but  the  Eu- 
ropeans were  only  103,  12  of  whom  were  artillery-men,  and  10 
with  ValTerot,  troopers;  the  other  80  w^ere  mulketry,  including 
officers  ; the  artillery  were  fix  three-pounders.  Of  the  Sepoys,  thofe 
from  the  garrifon  of  Chinglapet,  and  700  of  Mahomed  Iffoof’s  might 
be  relied  on ; but  little  dependance  could  be  placed  on  the  reft,  and 
lefs  on  the  cavalry.  In  this  convidlion,  Calliaud  determined  to 
rifk  little  in  the  plain,  but  to  defend  the  whole  village  of  the 
Mount,  which  afforded  excellent  ftations.  The  plain  to  the  north, 
liehind  the  fecond  row  of  enclofures,  required  few.  precautions,  be- 
caufe  the  ground,  being  laid  out  in  rice  fields,  precluded  the  approach 
of  cannon,  and  the  ufe  of  cavalry.  But,  if  the  enemy  Ihould  get 
poffeffion  of  Carvalho’s  garden,  they  might  foon  penetrate  into  all 
the  other  inclofures  of  the  fecond  row  alons:  the  lane  wffien  the  firft 
row,  attacked  from  this  in  the  rear,  and  in  front  by  another  divi- 
lion  of  the  enemy  from  the  plain  on  the  fouth,  could  not  be  long 
maintained.  Calliaud  therefore  confidered  Carvalho’s  garden  as  the 
decifive  poft,  and  ftationed  in  it  60  of  the  European  mulketry  with 
four  of  the  field-pieces.  The  two  other  field-pieces,  with  the  20 
other  European  firelocks,  and  300  Sepoys,  were  pofted  at  the  fwamy- 
houfe ; the  inlets  of  this  poft  were  barricaded,  and  the  walls  of  the 
mud  houfes  were  lowered  to  parapets  for  the  mulketry,  and  where 
neceffary  ftill  lower  for  the  field-pieces,  but  tinie  and  means  were 
wanting  to  enclofe  them  either  wfith  a ditch  or  palifades.  Seven- 
teen hundred  Sepoys  w^ere  diftributed  in  the  gardens  of  the  front 
row  facing  the  fouth,  but  the  greateft  part  in  Lawrence’s  to  the 
eaft,  and  a communication  was  prepared  betw^een  all  thefe  enclo- 
fures  by  openings  in  the  walls  of  feparation.  The  remaining  500 
Sepoys  were  ftationed  to  defend  the  inlets  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
lane,  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount ; fome  in  the  two  houfes  there,  others 
on  the  fteps,  others  at  the  gate,  and  others  in  different  parts  of  the 
rock  itfelf.  The  black  cavalry  had  encamped  along  the  north 
c fide 
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fide  of  the  Mount,  and  were  ordered  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs 
to  a61:  as  occafion  fhould  require. 

. With  the  dawn  of  the  next  day,  which  was  the  9th,  the  enemy 
w^ere  difcerned  approaching  in  two  large  bodies.  The  one  confift- 
ing  of  1 200  Sepoys  and  500  black  horfe,  advanced  from  the  Marme- 
long,  or  San  Thome  river,  towards  the  eafi:  end  of  the  village,  but 
having  no  field -pieces,  regulated  their  approach  by  that  of  the 
other  body,  which,  having  taken  a circuit  to  the  left,  were  per- 
ceived at  two  miles  diftance  on  the  plain  to  the  fouth.  This  body 
confified  of  300,  being  the  whole  of  the  French  European  cavalry, 
and  600  European  infantry  : the  cavalry  was  in  the  centre  in  two 
ranks,  the  troopers  on  the  right,  the  dragoons  next,  the  huflars  on 
the  left.  The  infantry  were  equally  divided  on  each  fide  of  the 
cavalry,  and  both  divifions  had  two  field -pieces  on  each  of  their 
flanks,  eight  in  all,  of  which  two  were  twelve,  two  nine,  and  the 
other  four  fix-pounders.  The  whole  was  commanded  by  a relation 
of  Mr.  Lally^s,  of  the  fame  name,  and  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 
The  black  horfe  with  Calliaud  formed  on  his  fummons  in  front  of  the 
garden  walls  ; they  were  crowded,  according  to  their  cuflom,  ten  or 
twelve  ranks  in  depth.  Abdulwahab  prefented  himfelf  with  feeming 
refolution  at  their  head,  and  Calliaud,  with  the  1 o troopers  and  Vaf- 
ferot,  rode  on  their  left.  The  French  cavalry  were  advancing  before 
their  infantry ; and  it  was  the  intention  of  Calliaud,  that  his  own 
fliould  wait  until  they  came  in  a line  with  the  flank  fire  of  the  field- 
pieces  at  the  fwamy-houfe;  but  when  they  were  within  1000  yards, 
where  the  ground  began  to  take  an  albent  towards  the  garden  walls, 
although  fcarcely  j^erceptible  in  a lefs  fpace,  the  whole  body  of  the 
black  cavalry  with  Calliaud  fet  off  fcampering,  fhouting,  and  flourifh- 
ing  their  fabres.  The  F rench  cavalry  came  on  to  meet  them  at  around 
trot ; but  halting  fuddenly,  the  firfl:  rank  difcharged  their  carbines, 
by  which  four  or  five  horfes,  and  as  many  men,  were  brought  to  the 
ground,  on  which  the  whole,  excepting  Calliaud  and  the  i o troopers, 
went  off  at  once,  fome  efcaplng  along  the  fide  of  the  Mount  to  their 
right,  but  others  turning,  preffed  into  the  path  in  their  rear,  which 
led  into  the  head  of  the  lane  at  the  foot  of  the  fieps,  and  pufhed  acrofs 
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.1759.  It  by  the  other  outlet,  to  the  plain  on  the  north  of  the  Mount.  The 
French  cavalry  followed  them  until  they  themfelves  came  within 
reach  of  the  flank  fire  of  the  field-pieces  at  the  fwamy-houfe,  which 
-falling  amongft  the  troopers  and  dragoons  on  the  right,  obliged  them 
to  check  and  turn  back;  but  the  huflfars  on  the  left,  not  feeling  fb 
much  of  this  annoyance,  pulhed  on,  and  purtued  the  fugitives  through 
the  opening  into  the  upper  end  of  the  lane,  where  they  immediately 
fell  under  the  fire  of  the  500  Sepoys  polled  in  the  different  flations 
in  that  part  of  the  INIount  and  in  the  two  houfes,  which  drove  them 
with  as  much  precipitation  as  thofe  they  were  purfuing,  through 
the  outlet  to  the  north,  from  whence  they  galloped  round  the 
Mount,  and  rejoined  the  cavalry  from  which  they  had  feparated, 
in  the  plain  to  the  fouth.  Calliaiid,  with  the  troopers,  retreated  to 
the  enclofure  next  Lawrence’s  garden,  and  his  horfe,  which  had  re- 
ceived a ball  in  the  breaft,  fell  under  him  at  the  gate.  As  foon  as 
the  huffars  returned,  the  whole  of  the  French  line  advanced  again  in 
the  fame  order  as  before,  and  halted  at  the  diflance  of  600  yards; 
the  divifion  of  infantry  on  the  right,  oppofite  to  the  fwamy-houfe ; 
the  other  on  the  left,  over  againfl:  the  laft  enclolures  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mount.  From  thefe  lituations  the  infantry  of  both  divifions  lent 
forward  their  field-pieces  200  yards  nearer,  which  began  a brilk  and 
, indifcriminate  cannonade  againfl  the  garden  walls,  and  the  poft  at  the 
fwamy-houfe,  which  was  anfwered  with  eflfedt  only  by  the  two 
field-pieces  at  this  poll ; for  the  fire  of  the  Sepoys,  even  here  as  well 
as  in  the  gardens,  was  thrown  away,  and  neverthelefs  could  not  be 
reffrained.  Mean  while  the  body  of  enemy’s  troops  to  the  eafl  halt- 
ed behind  a ridge,  which  extended  at  the  difiance  of  400  yards,  op- 
pofite to  Carvalho’s  garden,  againfl  which  their  Sepoys  kept  up  a 
confiant  and  ufelefs  fire  of  mufketry,  which  neverthelefs  was  often 
anfwered  from  the  four  field-pieces  in  the  garden. 

Colonel  Lally  feeing  no  effedl  from  his  field-pieces  againfl  the 
garden  walls  to  the  fouth,  and  the  danger  of  fiorming  them, 
before  the  advanced  pofi  at  the  fwamy-houfe  was  carried,  de- 
tached at  nine  o’clock  100  Europeans  from  the  divifion  of  infan- 
try on  the  right,  to  attack  it  at  the  pufh  of  bayonet ; but  the  fire 
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of  the  two  field-pieces,  and  the  mufketry  there,  met  them  fo  hotly,  *759* 

that  they  broke  within  30  yards  of  the  port,  and  retreated  with  pre-  February' 
cipitation  to  their  divifion,  which  on  this  repulfe  recurred  again 
to  their  field-pieces.  Calliaud,  neverthelefs,  was  convinced  that 
the  poll;  would  be  foon  attacked  again,  and  could  not  be  main- 
tained thoughout  the  day,  and  therefore  drew  off  one  of  the  field- 
pieces.  At  ten  the  enemy  fent  a fironger  detachment  to  make  ano- 
ther attack,  who  were  beat  off  as  the  firfi;;  and  half  an  hour  after 
another  attack  was  made  by  200  of  the  divifion,  who  were  likewife 
repulfed;  but  thefe  flicceffes  had  fo  much  elated  the  defenders,  that 
all  the  Sepoys,  with  moft  of  the  Europeans,  accompanied  by  enfigii 
Airey  himfelf,  rufhed  out  to  purfue  the  detachment;  who,  as  if 
by  defign,  retreated  faft,  and  led  them  300  yards  into  the  plain: 
two  troops  of  horfc,  who  had  been  patrolling  in  the  rear  of  the  in- 
fantry, chanced  at  this  moment  to  be  juft  behind  the  remaining  Eu- 
ropeans of  the  divifion  to  the  right;  and  feeing  the  advantage,  fet 
off  at  full  gallop  and  fell  fword  in  hand  upon  the  purfuers,  before 
they  had  time  to  form  in  proper  order  to  relift  the  fhock.  All  were 
in  an  inftant  fcattered,  and  many  were  cut  down  before  they  reached 
the  fwamy-houfe  ; when,  although  fafe,  they  did  not  think  themfelves 
fo,  but  leaving  the  field-piece,  rafi  out  on  the  other  fide  to  gain  the 
gate  of  Lawrence’s  garden,  which  flood  open  before  them;  but  before 
they  got  there,  the  troopers  galloping  round  the  eaft  fide  of  the  poll,  fell 
upon  them  again,  up  to  the  very  gate,  where  their  career  was  checked 
by  a ftrong  fire  of  the  Sepoys,  whom  Mohomed  Iffoof,  feeing  the 
difafter,  had  ranged  along  the  walls.  The  furprize,  for  feveral  fell,' 
deprived  the  cavalry  likewife  of  the  recolle£lion  to  return,  and  take 
fhclter  behind  the  cover  at  the  fwamy-houfe ; but  they  galloped  a- 
crofs  the  angle  of  Lawrence’s  towards  the  angle  of  Carvalho’s  gar- 
den, where  Calliaud  feeing  them  coming,  met  them  with  the  fire  of 
the  4 field-pieces  in  this  poft : but  the  gunners  having  hitherto  only 
ufed  hall,  forgot  to  change  their  charge  for  grape  fhot,  which  great- 
ly diminiflied  the  execution;  for  the  cavalry  paffed  within  30  yards 
of  the  angle,  and  continued  galloping  onward  to  the  north-eaft,  un- 
til out  of  reach,  when  they  turned  in  the  rear  of  their  Sepoys  be- 
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hind  the  ridge.  However  tome  of  them  fell;  but  all  the  lofs  they 
had  fuffered  was  much  icfs  than  the  havock  they  had  made;  for 
they  had  killed  or  cut  down  more  than  a hundred,  but  moftly 

The  right  divifioii  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  with  their  field-pieces  im- 
mediately took  pofTefiion  of  thedeferted  poft;  their  left  like  wife' advanc- 
^ ed  fomethiiig  nearer  the  inclofures  on  their  fide,  and  both  began  a hot 
cannonade  againft  the  garden  w'alls,  which  being  flight,  but  of  brick, 
were  eafily  perforated.  The  Sepoys  within  took  fhelter  behind  the 
houfes,  ready  to  man  the  walls  on  a clofer  attack;  but  ever  and  anon, 
one  or  other  of  thofe,  obliged  to  move  to  and  fro,  was  killed ; and 
thefe  cafualties,  although  few,  difpirited  many,  who  took  every  oppor- 
tunity to  quit  their  flations,  and  deal  into  the  back  inclofures,  from 
whence  they  efcaped  round  the  Mount,  and  hadened  far  from  the 
field.  Of  the  black  cavalry  not  more  than  a hundred  had  returned 
fince  the  rout  in  the  morning,  and  kept  both  the  rows  of  enclofures 
between  themfelves  and  the  enemy’s  fhot.  At  noon  a party  was 
difcerned  advancing  from  the  San  Thome  river,  with  a piece  of 
cannon  drawn  by  many  oxen.  It  was  a heavy  iron  eighteen-poun- 
der. The  field-pieces  at  Carvalho’s  fired  upon  them  at  random  diot, 
which  frightened  the  cattle,  and  obliged  the  drivers  feveral  times  to 
unyoke  the  redive,  and  at  lad  to  throw  them  all  od,  when  the  Laf- 
cars  alone  dragged  the  gun : but  when  arrived  at  the  ridge,  where 
the  Sepoys  had  taken  pod,  it  could  not  be  made  ufe  of  behind  it; 
and  whild  they  were  drawing  it  further  forward  into  the  plain,  fe- 
* veral  fhot  which  took  place  amongd  them  interrupted  their  attempt. 
At  length  it  v/as  brought  to  a proper  dation,  and  at  2 o’clock  began 
to  fire  at  point  blank;  it  was  oppofed,  as  before  by  the  4 three- 
pounders,  which  could  not  with  the  fame  certainty  reach  fo  far,  and 
feveral  of  the  men  ferviiig  them  were  killed  by  the  fliot,  and  wounded 
by  fragments  of  the  houfe.  Mean  while  the  enemy  to  the  fouth,  be- 
fides  their  cannonade,  which  continued  hotter  than  in  the  forenoon, 
advanced  at  different  intervals  feveral  parties,  as  well  from  the  divi- 
fion  on  the  left,  as  the  fwamy-houfe,  with  the  appearance  of  af- 
fault,  but  only  to  draw  the  unneceffary  fire  of  the  Sepoys  which 
• always 
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always  fiicceeded ; and  it  became  fortunate  that  fo  many  had  quitted,  i 759. 
for  even  the  befh  who  remained  could  not  be  reftrained  from  firing  F^bri^. 
on  every  motion,  although  in  vain.  But  by  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  perfeverence  of  the  enemy’s  cannonade  obliged  them  likeMufe 
to  diminifh  it,  for  fear  of  ruining  their  own  guns,  and  at  funfet  it 
ceafed  totally,  and  they  were  feen  yoking,  and  foon  after  drew  off 
all  their  artillery,  moving  to  the  eaftward;  the  eighteen-pounder 
ceafed  and  drew  off  at  the  fame  time.  The  fight  was  more  joyful 
than  they  fufpefied  to  the  troops  in  the  village,  for  Calliaud  had  juft 
before  received  information,  that  the  mulket  ammunition  was  ex- 
pended to  fix  cartridges  a man,  and  only  three  balls,  befides  the  grape- 
fhot,  left  for  each  of  the  field-pieces ; fo  that  no  retreat  could  have  been 
made,  if  preffed  by  the  enemy  in  the  open  plain.  Spies  followed  them 
until  they  had  crofted  the  river  of  San  Thome,  and  began  to  take  up 
their  quarters  in  the  village  of  Marmelong ; and  immediately  on  the 
return  of  the  fpies  at  eight  at  night,  Calliaud  marched  away  with  all 
that  remained  of  his  force,  in  filence,  for  fear  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
and  left  fires  to  deceive  them.  Before  the  morning,  they  arrived  at 
Vendaloor.  The  fugitive  cavalry  of  the  morning  had  run  away  with 
fo  much  hurry,  that  they  reached  Chlnglapet  before  noon.  To  rejoin 
them,  as  well  as  to  get  a fupply  of  ammunition,  Calliaud  continued 
his  march  the  next  day,  and  arrived  there  in  the  evening,  where  all 
the  Sepoys,  who  had  not  entirely  deferted,  were  likewife  aftTembled. 

Of  the  Europeans,  feven  w^ere  killed,  and  1 3 wounded.  It  was  not 
fo  eafy  to  afeertain  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Sepoys ; but  by  the  reports 
of  thofe  who  held  out  through  the  adlion,  it  was  computed  that  fifty 
were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  about  150  were  brought  away  wounded. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  not  known,  but  fuppofed  to  be  50  Eu- 
ropeans, and  moft  in  proportion  of  the  cavalry.  The  firing  of  the 
acllon  was  heard  in  the  fort,  and  feveral  parties  at  different  times  of 
the  day  w^ere  feen  going  towards  the  Mounts  and  not  a few  palankins 
and  doolies  returning  from  it  wdth  the  wounded. 

Notwithftanding  the  draughts  ^vhich  had  been  made  for  this  at- 
tack, the  enemy’s  fre  on  the  fort  continued  with  more  vivacity  than 
might  have  been  expeffed,  although  not  fo  frequent  as  the  day  be- 
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1759.  fore,  but  both  their  foot  and  Ihells  were  direfted  againfl  the  build- 
Febmaiy.  ^he  Siiattelhury  was  not  ready  to  weigh  and  bsar  down  upon 

the  Briftol,  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  St,  Thome,  before  the  night 
clofed,  and  in  this  interval  the  Briftol  employed  all  the  boats  which 
could  be  affernbled  in  unloading  her  ftores,  and  for  more  difpatch 
put  a part  of  them  on  board  of  the  (loop  which  was  in  the  road 
when  fhe  arrived,  and  into  the  other  from  the  black  town,  which  had 
paffed  and  anchored  near  her;  neverthelefs  fhe  had  not  difcharged 
half  her  cargo  before  night,  and  for  fear  of  the  Shaftefbury  fet  fail, 
and  was  out  of  reach  before  morning.  It  being  fuppofed  that  the 
fervice  at  the  Mount  had  drained  the  enemy’s  polls  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  fort,  two  companies  of  Sepoys  were  detached  in  the  afternoon, 
who  proceeded  as  far  as  the  governor’s  garden,  from  whence  they 
brought  off  fome  ammunition,  and  in  their  return  fet  fire  to  the  ga- 
bions of  the  battery  near  the  bar,  meeting  no  oppofition.  The  ene- 
my’s mortars  continued  fparingly  through  the  night,  but  as  in  the 
day  againfi;  the  houfes.  Not  a man  or  a gun  was  hurt  in  the  fort 
during  thefe  24  hours;  but  the  numbers  of  the  garrifon  were  by  this- 
time  fo  much  impaired  by  cafualties  and  ficknels,  that  the  grenadier 
company,  which  had  hitherto  been  kept  in  referve,  were  obliged  to 
furnifh  a proportion  to  the  guards  of  the  different  pofts. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  loth,  the  enemy  fired  with  four 
guns  and  one  mortar  from  Tally’s,  three  guns  from  the  burying- 
ground,  two  from  the  Lorrain  battery,,  and  with  two  mortars  at 
the  fecond  crochet : the  guns  at  Tally’s  fired  fmartly,  but  moft  of 
the  fhot  from  hence,,  as  well  as  the  fhells  from  all  the  three  mor- 
tars, were,  as  the  day  before,  diredled  againfi:  the  buildings,  which 
were  much  rent  and  fhattered.  The  mortars  continued  through  the 
night,  during  which  the  garrifon  began  another  embrafure  in  the 
falcine  battery  on  the  beach,  within  the  flow  of  the  furf;  it  was  in- 
tended to  fweep  the  ftrand,  along  which  the  enemy  might  approach 
under  cover  of  the  bank  of  fand  which  forms  the  beach  and  flops  the 
fea  that  has  thrown  it  up.  The  gallery  or  mine  at  the  falient  angle 
was  this  day  completed : it  had  been  pufhed  90  feet  from  the  coun- 
terfcarp  of  the  ditch,  which  brought  it  under  the  enemy’s  breach- 
ing. 
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ing  battery,  when  a ihort  return  was  made  on  each  hand  from  the  1759. 
end,  and  in  a chamber  at  the  end  of  each  return  was-  laid  a box, 

• • 1 • 1 1 ' -rr'  February. 

containing  200  pounds  of  powder,  to  which  the  laucinoiis  were 
fixed.  The  gallery  before  the  blind  was  fufficiently  advanced  to- 
wards the  fea-fide  to  crofs  any  approach  under  ground  to  the  blind, 
and  another  branch  .was  opened  from  this  gallery  ten  feet  on  the 
outfide  of  the  eafi;  face  of  the  covered-way,  parallel  to  which  it  was 
intended  to  prolong  the  branch  to  the  north,  in  order  to  difcover 
and  meet  the  enemy  if  working  under  ground  in  this  part.  In  the 
' morning  the  Cuddalore  (loop  belonging  to  the  Company  returned 
into  the  road,  which  fhe  had  left  ten  days  before,  having  employed  this 
time  in  regaining  the  diftance  fhe  had  failed  in  one ; orders  were  im- 
mediately fent  off  to  her  by  a catamaran ; in  confequence  of  which 
Ihe  bore  down  into  the  road  of  St.  Thome,  and  attacked  the  two 
fmall  veffels  lying  there,  which  had  not  yet  landed  all  the  ftores 
they  had  received  from  the  Briftol.  The  veffels,  after  receiving  a 
few  fhot,  weighed  and  ran  clofe  to  the  furf,  within  100  yards  of  the 
fhorc;  the  Cuddalore  followed  them  as  near  as  fhe  could,  when  a 
party  of  mufketry,  with  two  field-pieces,  came  to  the  ftrand,  and 
began  to  fire  on  her;  by  which  the  crew,  who  were  all  Lafcars, 
were  fo  much  frightened,  that  they  could  hardly  be  prevailed  on  to 
ftand  the  deck  : the  mafter,  therefore,  bore  away,  and  in  the  even- 
ing anchored  again  before  the  fort.  'Fhe  fire  of  the  day  and  night 
wounded  two  Europeans  and  one  Sepoy,  and  difabled  a 24  pounder 
on  the  demi  baftion. 

On  the  nth  the  enemy’s  fire  continued  from  the  fame  cannon 
and  mortars  as  the  day  before,  but  more  brifkly.  The  Cuddalore 
{loop  bore  down  again  in  the  morning  upon  the  two  veffels  in  the 
road  of  St.  Thome,  and  was  again  beat  off  by  the  lame  fire  from  the  - 
fhore.  The  outward  embrafure  of  the  fafcine  battery  in  the  furf 
was  completed,  and  paliladoes  flaked  in  front  of  it:  a range  of 
trees  were  laid  before  the  palifadoes,  and  others  along  the  flioulder 
of  the  battery  in  the  furf  itfelf.  The  cafualties  in  the  day  and  night 
were  two  Europeans  and  one  Sepoy  killed,  and  four  Europeans  and 
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one  Sepoy  wounded;  a twenty-four  pounder  was  difabled  on  the 
royal  baftion. 

The  fame  fire  continued  on  the  1 2th,  but  with  more  effed.difablino- 
• • • • ^ & 
fix  guns.  Before  this  time  all  the  original  parapet  of  the  n.  e.  baftion 

had  been  battered  away ; and  fo  much  of  the  body  of  the  baftion  itfelf 

crumbled,  that  the  outfide  of  the  gabions  and  fand-bags,  which  had 

'been  fubftituted  on  the  rampart,  did  not  extend  beyond  the  ground 

which  had  been  the  line  of  the  infide  of  the  original  parapet ; and  in 

the  afternoon  of  this  day  a ftiot  from  a twenty-four- pounder  on 

Lally’s  battery  came  quite  through  the  gabions,  and  wounded  a fen- 

-tinei,  in  the  baftion;  four  other  Europeans  and  one  Sepoy  were 

wounded,  and  two  Europeans  were  killed,  during  thefe  24  hours. 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  T3th,  a party  from  tlie  enemy’s 
trenches,  confifting  of  50  Coffrees,  ad^'anced  along  the  fea-fide  from 
the  ftockade,  of  which  they  were  in  pofTeflion,  intending  to  ftorm  and 
nail  up  the  guns  in  the  fafcine  battery.  They  were  led  by  a ferjeant 
chofen  for  his  bravery,  with  the  promife  of  a commiflion  if  the  at- 
tempt fucceeded.  The  party  was  difcovered  when  within  30  yards 
of  the  work,  on  which  they  ha,lted,  probably  to  form  for  the  pufti, 
and  in  this  Ihort  interval  received  two  rounds  of  grape-fhot  from  the 
embrafure  next  the  breach,  the  execution  of  which  threw  them  into 
fuch  confufion,  that  they  all  ran  back  to  the  trenches,  leaving  feven 
dead,  and  the  ferjeant  defperately  wounded.  Upon  this  alarm,  the 
drums  beat  to  arms,  and  all  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  repaired  to 
their  feveral  pofts : and  a fmart  fire  was  kept  up  from  the  defences, 
and  returned  by  the  enemy  from  the  trenches,  for  fome  time  after 
the  party  was  repulfed.  The  ferjeant  crawled  into  the  covered-way, 
where  he  was  taken  up,  told  what  he  knew  of  the  enemy’s  inten- 
tions, and  died  before  day-break.  This  day  the  enemy  ceafed  firing 
from  the  three  guns  in  the  Lorrain  battery,  by  which  the  number 
of  their  cannon  was  reduced  to  feven  pieces ; but  the  five  in  Lally’s 
fired  very  brilkly*  their  three  mortars  continued  as  before  through 
the  day,  but  very  fparingly  during  the  night,  which  gave  fufpicion 
that  they  were  buly  at  work  in  their  trenches,  and  before  day-light 
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at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  it  was  dilbovered  that  they  had  ad-  1759* 
vanced  Tome  gabions  on  the  edge  of  the  furf  beyond  the  Palmyra 
fk)ckade,  which  indicated  that  they  either  intended  to  bring  cannon 
againft  the  fafcine  battery,  or  to  advance  by  traverfes  under  cover 
of  the  beach  which  was  heep,  and  then  attack  the  covered- way  and 
the  facine  battery  together : a ftrong  fire  was  kept  up  from  the  faf- 
cine battery  upon  the  ftockade,  and  the  gabions  they  had  advanced 
until  the  morning.  In  thefe  24  hours  no  guns  were  difmounted  in 
the  fort,  but  three  Europeans  were  killed,  and  four,  with  one  Sepoy, 
wounded.  The  mine  under  the  enemy’s  battery  at  the  falient  angle 
of  the  covered-way  was  completely  flopt  up  before  noon  ; and  three 
pioneers,  covered  at  night  by  ten  grenadiers,  were  continued  at  the 
counterfcarp  in  readinefs  to  make  the  explofion. 

It  being  difcovered  at  day- break  of  the  14th,  that  the  enemy  had 
renewed  their  gabions  beyond  the  ftockade,  a fally  was  made  upon 
them  at  fun-rife.  A fubaltern  and  1 5 men  went  along  the  covered- 
way till  they  came  upon  the  flank  of  the  ftockade,  40  men  with 
two  captains  advanced  direblly  in  front  of  it  along  the  glacis,  fol- 
lowed by  20  pioneers  and  an  engineer  without  arms.  The  two 
parties  attacked  at  the  fame  inftant,  and  their  firfl:  fire  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  ftockade,  and  continued  firing  forwards  from  it  on 
all  that  appeared  ; at  the  fame  time  the  north  ravelin,  the  royal,  the 
demi,  and  n.  e.  baftion  plyed  the  trenches  with  grape  fhot,  and  ail 
together  deterred  the  enemy  from  venturing  out  of  them,  which 
gave  the  pioneers  leifure  to  overturn  the  gabions  into  the  fea,  and 
to  fpread  and  level  the  earth  they  contained.  After  which,  the 
whole  detachment  returned  unmolefted  into  the  covered-wav, 
having  only  two  men  flightly  wounded.  The  enemy’s  fire  con- 
tinued as  the  day  before,  but  they  threw  very  few  fhelis  in  the  night, 
during  which  they  worked  hard  in  replacing  the  gabions  which  had.  ' 
been  overfet  in  the  morning,  and  endeavoured  to  complete  the  tra- 
verfe  from  them  towards  the  furf ; but  the  fire  of  a twelve-pounder 
from  the  fafcine  battery,  and  the  fhelis  from  the  demi  baftion^  .con- 
tinually interrupted  their  work.  In  the  evening  the  Diligent,  and 
a Hoop  with  ftores  from  Pondicherry,  anchored  in  the  road 'of  St. 

‘ Thome.;.; 
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1759.  Thome;  and  on  their  appearance  1 5 failors  which  had  been  taken 

Febru^.  -out  of  the  Shaftfbury  to  ferve  in  the  garrifon,  with  30  more  Eu- 
ropeans, were  fent  on  board  with  orders  to  Captain  Inglifs  to  bear 
down,  and  attack  thefe  vefTels.  The  decks  of  the  Shaftfbury  being 
lumbered  with  goods,  flie  did  not  get  under  fail  until  1 1 o’clock  at 
night,  and  was  too  foon  difcovered  by  the  two  veflels,  which  im- 
mediately got  under  way,  and  before  day-break  were  too  far  to 
the  fouthward  to  be  purfued.  In  thefe  24  hours  two  Europeans 
were  killed,  and  five  wounded ; but  none  of  the  Sepoys  were  hurt. 
A twenty-four-pounder,  on  the  demi  baftion,  was  fplit  in  the  muz- 
zle by  one  of  the  enemy’s  fhot.  For  feveral  days  a number  of  la- 
bourers, guarded  by  a party  of  foldiers,  with  an  officer,  had  been  dif- 
cerned  from  the  fleeple  demoliffiing  the  governor’s  garden-houfe, 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day  they  fet  fire  to  the  village  of  Chi- 
pauk,  which  flood  at  the  back  of  the  garden,  between  the  bar  of  the 
river  and  the  village  of  Triplicane. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  1 5th,  the  enemy’s  fire  was  very 
brifk  in  the  morning,  from  fix  guns  in  Tally’s,  four  at  the  burying- 
ground,  and  two  in  the  Lorrain  battery  ; but  it  decreafed  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  at  five  o’clock  they  only  fired  from  three  in  Tally’s, 
and  two  at  the  burying-ground,  and  from  neither  of  the  two  in  the 
Torrain  battery;  the  fire  of  their  mortars  likewife flackened.  Seve- 
ral  camels  and  many  Coolies  were  feen  paffing  from  St.  Thome  acrofs 
Egmore  plain  to  the  black  town,  loaded,  it  was  fuppofed,  with  am- 
munition ; but  a much  greater  number  of  Coolies,  with  all  kinds  of 
burthens,  paffed  from  thence  to  the  fouthward,  which  confirmed  the 
intelligence  of  a fpy,  that  the  enemy  were  fending  away  their  fuper- 
fluous  ftores  and  the  remains  of  their  booty  to  Pondicherry,  and  gave 
credit  to  the  information  of  the  deceafed  ferjeant,  that  they  had  de- 
termined to  raile  the  fiege.  They  fired  very  few  fhells,  and  conti- 
nued very  quiet  in  their  trenches  during  the  night ; but  the  garrifon 
fufpedling  that  they  might  be  carrying  on  their  gabions  by  the  fea- 
fide,  kept  up  a fmart  fire  from  the  fafeine  battery  upon  the  head  of 
ffieir  fap  until  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  moon  gave  fuf- 
ficient  light  to  difeover  that  they  were  doing  nothing  there ; on 
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which  the  firing  ceafed.  At  the  fame  time,  the  enemy’s  guard  in  1 759. 
their  battery  on  the  crefi;  of  the  glacis,  which  for  fome  days  had 
only  been  ufed  as  a lodgment  for  mulketry,  perceived  and  fired  upon 
a party  of  Sepoys  who  were  levelling  the  rubbifh  at  the  foot  of  the 
demibaftion,  which  had  been  beat  down  by  the  cannonade  of  the 
day.  One  of  the  Sepoys  was  killed,  on  which  the  reft  ran  away, 
and  no  other  of  thefe  troops  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  continue  the 
work,  which  was  however  completed  by  a party  of  Europeans.  A 
fix-pounder  in  the  fafcine  battery  was  difabled  by  one  of  tne  enemy’s 
fhot.  The  cafualties  in  the  24  hours,  were  one  Coffree  and  one 
Sepoy  killed,  and.  one  of  each,  with  two  Europeans,  wounded,  and 
Lieutenant  Hopkins  loft  his  right  arm  by  a cannon  fhot.  Two 
letters  were  received  this  day  from  Major  Calliaud,  dated  the  1 1 th 
and  1 3th,  advifing  his  intention  to  make  a forced  march  from  Ching- 
lapet,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  in  hopes  of  furprifing 
the  fort  of  Sadrafs,  of  which  the  French  continued  in  pofifeflion; 
and  requefting  that  money  and  ammunition  might  be  fent  to  him 
there,  in  confequence  of  which  the  Cuddalore  floop  was  immediately 
difpatched  with  300  three-pound  ftiot,  and  20,000  pagodas  in  money. 

This  fum  completed  70,000,  which  had  been  fent  out  of  the  fort, 
fince  invefted,  for  the  fupply  of  the  army  abroad.  Much  more  re- 
mained in  the  Company’s  treafury,  which  was  indebted  for  this 
affluence  to  the  remittances  from  their  acquifitions  in  Bengal;  but, 
had  this  fource  failed,  the  wealth  of  individuals  colleiSted  within  the 
fort  would  have  been  much  more  than  fufficient  to  have  anfwered 
all  the  expences  incurred  for  its  defence.  Very  different  were  the 
faculties  and  finances  of  the  enemy.  The  treafury  of  the  govern- 
ment at  Pondicherry  was  exhaufted,  and  individuals  from  their  dif- 
truft  and  deteftation  of  Mr.  Lally  would  lend  none  to  forward  the 
public  caufe,  although  their  own;  and  from  violence  and  mif- 
manangement,  the  countries  which  had  been  reduced,  and  were  the 
W'hole  extent  between  Devi  Cotah,  Arcot,  and  Madrafs,  had  furniflied 
neither  revenues  or  other  means  adequate  to  the  wants  and  con- 
fumption  of  the  enemy’s  army  employed  in  the  fiege,  where  the 
pay  of  the  common  foldiers  was  at  this  time  fix  weeks  in  arrear,  and 
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their  other  neceffitles  equally  ill  fupplied;  who  neverthelefs,  not- 
withftaiiding  the  difcontented  difcourl'es  of  their  officers,  ftill  more 
difhonourable  becaafe  they  had  all  got  plunder,  perfevered  in  their  ■ 
duty  with  unremitting  fpirit  and  alacrity,  and  Mr.  Lally  feems  to 
have  refpedled  their  merit.  But  the  Sepoys  had  neither  the  fame 
principles,  nor  received  the  fame  encouragement,  for  he  had  always 
treated  them,  as  all  the  natives  in  general,  with  the  utmofl  contempt 
and  feverity,  which  they  now  revenged,  juft  as  their  {lender  fervices 
became  moft  important,  by  threatening  to  leave  the  army,  if  they 
were  not  immediately  paid;  and  fpreading  their  example  by  their 
corei'pondence,  500,  who  had  been  poifed  with  a few  Europeans  in 
the  fort  of  Tripaffore,  forced  the  gates,  and  marching  out  with  their 
arms  plundered  the  country,  in  order,  as  they  faid,  to  colledl  their 
arrears.  The  news  was  brought  to  the  black  tow'ii  a few  hours  after 
the  event,  on  the  15th,  and  created  much  anxiety,  becaufe  all  the 
proviiions  which  the  army  received,  came  by  Tripaffore,  and  might 
be  eafily  diverted  by  thefe  malcontents.  Few  refrained  from  de- 
claring that  the  fiege  ought  to  be  immediately  raifed;  but  Mr.  Tally, 
to  maintain  the  lead  of  his  own  opinion,  gave  out  that  he  would 
never  quit  the  enterprize,  until  he  had  tried  the  fuccefs  of  a general 
affault,  and  talked  as  if  the  hour  was  not  far  diftant. 

The  next  morning,  which  was  the  i6th,  the  enemy’s  cannon, 
although  not  increafed  in  number,  fired  with  more  vivacity  than  for 
many  days  before.  At  3 in  the  afternoon  intelligence  was  brought 
by  a catamaran  from  Paliacat,  that  a (loop,  which  had  juft  anchored 
there,  had  fpoke  on  the  9th  of  the  month  in  the  lat.  of  14%  with  the 
fhips  from  Bombay,  from  which  the  Shaftfbury  had  feparated ; and 
that  they  had  been  feen  on  the  12th  off  Dural'apatam,  100  miles  to 
the  north  of  Madrafs.  At  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  fix  fhips 
were  deferied  in  the  n.  e.  {landing  towards  the  road;  neverthelefs 
the  enemy’s  fire  continued  with  uncommon  vivacity  until  funi'et; 
and  it  being  concluded,  that,  if  they  had  ever  intended  to  make  a 
general  affault,  it  would  be  attempted  this  night,  before  the  rein- 
forcements could  be  landed,  every  ibldier  and  inhabitant  in  tho  gar- 
rifon  capable  of  {landing  to  his  arms  repaired  to  their  relpeblive  polls, 
a and 
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and  as  foon  as  it  was  dark  a hot  fire  of  mufketry  from  the  north 
face  of  the  defences  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy’s  works,  which 
they  returned  with  equal  alacrity.  At  ten  at  night  the  Ihips,  di- 
redled  by  lights  held  out  in  the  fort,  anchored  in  the  road.  The 
firing  on  fliore  ftill  continued,  and  at  two  in  the  morning  that  from 
the  enemy,  in  their  lodgment,  on  the  crefi:  of  the  glacis,  and  in 
their  pofts  and  fap  oppofite  to  the  n.  e.  baftion  and  fafcine  battery, 
although  very  flrong  before,  grew  ftronger  than  ever,  but  their  fhot 
flew  too  high:  it  began  toflacken  foon  after,  when  the  blaze  of  fires 
was  perceived  in  their  trenches;  at  three  all  their  annoyances  ceafed 
entirely,  after  which  no  motions  of  men  were  any  longer  difliii- 
guifhed;  but  feveral  large  piles  of  wood  in  the  rear  of  Tally’s  battery 
were  feen  in  flames.  The  cafualties  fince  the  preceding  morning  to 
this  time,  were  three  Europeans  and  one  Sepoy  wounded,  and  one 
Sepoy  killed. 

At  day-break  the  whole  army  were  difcovered  in  full  march  from 
the  weft  fide  of  the  black  town  towards  the  Choultry  Plain,  and  the 
greateft  part  had  already  croffed  the  northern  riv^er.  They  had  pre- 
vioufly  undermined  the  redoubt  and  powder-mill  at  Egmore  ; and  at 
nine  o’clock  a party  left  for  the  purpofe  made  the  explofion,  which 
entirely  ruined  both ; thefe  works  had  coft  the  Company  30,000 
pounds,  and  could  not  be  reftored  in  a twelvemonth.  The  enemy 
were  then  perceived  marching  on  to  the  Mount.  The  hurry  of  their 
retreat  faved  the  black  town  from  the  refolution  which  Mr.  Tally 
had  taken  of  reducing  it  to  afhes,  if  comjielled  to  raife  the  fiege. 
By  noon  the  troojis  in  the  fhips  were  all  landed  : they  were,  includ- 
ing officers,  600  men. 

Joy  and  curiofity  carried  out  e\  ery  one  to  view  and  contemplate 
the  works  from  which  they  had  received  fo  much  moleftation,  for  the 
enemy’s  fire  had  continued  42  days.  Thirty-three  pieces  of  cannon, 
1 8 or  24  pounders,  were  found  in  their  pofts  and  works,  of  which  26 
were  difabled ; but  feven  were  in  their  carriages,  and  both  in  good 
condition.  Some  fpare  carriages  were  likewife  left,  and  many  can- 
non fhot,  but  no  mortars,  although  feveral  beds;  and  many  mili- 
tary ftores,  with  quantities  of  powder  in  calks  and  flannel  bags, 

3 M 2 were 


45^  The  WAn  op  Coromandel.  Book  X. 

1759.  were  found  carelefsly  fcattered  in  the  trenches.  They  evacuated 
San  Thome,  and  whatever  guards  between  this  place  and  the  fort 
were  withdrawn  at  the  fame  time  that  the  army  left  the  black  tow;!. 
The  garrifon,  as  foon  as  certified  of  their  departure,  fent  out  parties 
to  the  fouthward  an*d  to  Egmore,  who  colleded  19  guns  more, 
moftly  iron  three-pounders  ; fo  that  the  whole  number  which  the 
enemy  loft  and  left  behind  were  52  pieces  of  cannon.  One  hun-. 
dred  and  fifty  barrels  of  good  powder,  and  as  many  calks  of  damaged 
ammunition,  were  found  in  San  Thome.  But  the  ftrongeft  proof 
of  the  hurry  and  confulion  with  which  they  raifed  the  fiege,  was  the 
negled  of  their  fick  and  wounded,  leaving  44  Europeans,  (all  who 
had  not  been  lent  away  before)  in  their  hofpital  in  the  black  town, 
with  a letter  from  Mr.  Tally,  recommending  them  to  the  care  of 
the  Englifh  governor : they  were  received  and  treated  with  the 
fame  attentions  as  if  they  had  belonged  to  the  garrifon,  and  moft  of 
them  afterwards  recovered. 

The  fort  fired  during  the  fiege  26,554  rounds  from  their  cannon, 
7,502  fhells  from  their  mortars,  and  threw  1,990  hand-grenades: 
the  mufketry  expended  200,000  cartridges.  In  thefe  fervices  were 
ufed  1,768  barrels  of  gunpowder.  Thirty  pieces  of  cannon  and 
five  mortars  had  been  difmounted  on  the  works.  There  remained 
in  the  fort,  artillery  fufficient  for  another  fiege,  with  30,767  can- 
non-balls, but  only  481  fhells,  and  668  barrels  of  gunpowder. 
As  many  of  the  enemy’s  cannon-balls  were  gathered  in  their  works, 
or  about  the  defences  of  the  fort,  or  found  in  wells  and  tanks  in 
the  black  town,  as  the  garrifon  had  expended.  The  enemy  con- 
fumed  all  the  fhells  of  the  two  firft  rates  in  the  ftores  of  Pondi- 
cherry, and  threw  of  all  forts  8000,  of  which  by  far  the  greateft 
number  were  dire6ted  againft  the  buildings,  all  of  which  lay  to- 
gether in  half  the  area  within  the  walls,  in  the  old  town  to  the 
eaftward  : and  fcarce  a houfe  remained  that  was  not  opened  to  the 
heavens. 

Of  the  European  officers,  one  major,  Polier,  two  captains,  fix 
lieutenants,  and  four  enfigns,  were  killed : one  captain  and  one  lieu- 
tenant died  of  ficknefs  : 14  other  officers  were  wounded,  „of  whom 
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fome  dangeroufly ; and  four  were  taken  prifoners : in  all  33.  Of  I759* 
rank  and  file  in  the  battalions  of  Europeans,  and  of  the  men  be-  F^^ucry. 
longing  to  the  artillery,  198  were  killed,  52  died  in  the  hofjDital,  20 
deferted,  122  were  taken  prifoners,  and  167  were  wounded;  in  all 
5^9  ; but  many  of  the  wounded  recovered.  Of  the  Lafcars,  who 
were  natives  affifting  in  the  artillery,  nine  were  killed,  and  1 5 
wounded.  Of  the  Sepoys,  including  officers,  105  were  killed,  217 
wounded,  and  440  deferted.  The  lofs  in  Europeans  was  more  than 
reinftated  by  the  troops  brought  in  the  fhips. 

The  governor  Mr.  Figot,  as  foon  as  the  enemy  difappeared,  re- 
linquifhed  the  fpecial  authority  which  had  been  veiled  in  himfelf,  to, 
the  ufual  adminiflration  of  the  council,  of  which  he  was  Prefident; 
and  received  their  thanks  for  the  good  effe(5ls  of  his  refolution  and 
adivity  during  the  fiege  : he  had  vifited  the  works  every  day,  en- 
couraging the  garrifon  by  his  prefence,  and  rewarding  thofe  ex- 
pofed  to  feverer  ferviccs  with  money.  Provifions  of  all  kinds  in 
abundance,  and  of  the  beft  condition,  had  been  laid  up,  and  as  well 
as  all  the  military  {lores,  were  diflributed  from  the  different  maga- 
zines, under  the  dire6lion  of  the  members  of  the  council,  alfilled 
hy  the  inferior  fervants  of  the  company,  vvhofe  habits  of  bufinels 
eflablilhed  and  continually  preferved  thefe  details  free  of  all  let  and 
confufion. 

The  Prefidency,  as  foon  as  re-eflablllhed  in  its  ufual  forms,  ac- 
knowledged their  feiife  of  the  zeal  and  conflancy  with  which  the 
garrifon  had  fullained  every  danger  and  fatigue ; and  no  men  ever 
better  deferved  this  teftimony  ; for  fcarce  a murmur  had  been  ut- 
tered : all  was  emulation.  All  however  acknowledged  that  the 
enemy,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  compared  with  the  flrength 
of  the  garrifon  and  works,  had  pufhed  the  attack  with  unremitting 
perfeverance  and  endeavour,  and  the  enemy  equally  refpedled  the 
fcience  and  fleadinefs  of  the  defence.  Indeed  raofl  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  company’s  troops  had  been  inured  to  fervice  under  their 
general  Colonel  Lawrence,  whom  they  flill  regarded  as  their  pre- 
ceptor in  the  fiege:  they  were,  Major  Polier;  the  Captains  Pafcall, 
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1759.  Charles  Campbell,  Beaver,  Richard  Smith,  Giirtler,  de  Beck, 
Ftbru^.  VafTerpt,  Black,  Hume,  Donald  Campbell,  Greig. 

I'hery  repair  and  additional  work  was  executed  with  regularity 
and  difjiatch  under  the  direftion  of  Mr.  Call  the  chief  engineer, 
although  this  was  the  firft  fiege,  whether  ofFenfive  or  defenfive,  in 
which  he  had  ferved.  Captain  Hlflop,  who  arrived  with  a company 
ot  the  Kinsi’s  artillerv-men,  at  the  fame  time  as  Adlercron’s  regi- 
ment,  was  the  fenior  officer  in  this  branch;  he  had  ferved  in  Bergen- 
op-zoom.  The  Company’s  artillery,  which  furnifhed  all  the  cannon 
and  ammunition,  was  commanded  by  Captain  Robert  Barker:  even 
the  enemy  acknowledged  that  the  promptitude  and  execution  of  the 
fire  from  the  fort  was  fuperior  to  their  own:  whatfoever  guns  or 
mortars  were  difabled  on  the  defences,  were  immediately  replaced 
b}'  others  prepared  in  Rore:  Colonel  Draper  and  Major  Brereton 
were  of  the  King’s  troops:  fb  that  no  town  was  ever  attacked,  which 
had  in  proportion  to  the  garrifon  fuch  a number  of  excellent  and  ex- 
perienced officers.  The  exertions  of  Major  Calliaud  and  Captain 
Prefton  were  equal  in  the  field.  Thus  every  officer  of  diRinblion  on 
the  eflablifliment  of  Coromandel  was  employed  in  the  defence  of 
Madrais,  excepting  Captain  Jofejjh  Smith,  to  whom  was  committed 
the  prefervatlon  of  the  next  important  objeft,  Tritchinopoly,  in 
which  the  French  prifoners  out-numbered,  five  to  one,  the  invalid 
Europeans  of  his  garrifon. 

In  the  evening,  after  the  enemy  retreated,  came  in  ValTerot  and 
the  ten  troopers  with  intelligence  from  Calliaud.  This  officer 
marched  from  Chinglapet  on  the  13th,  but  milled  by  the  guides 
did  not  arrive  at  Sadrafs,  as  he  intended,  the  next  night,  but  the 
morning  after;  when  the  Dutch  refidents,  although  remaining  in  the 
towm  only  on  fufferance  from  the  French,  who  were  in  pofiTefiion  of 
their  fort,  protcRed  againR  his  entrance  with  hoRile  appearance 
on  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Dutch  company.  At  the  fame 
time  a party  of  French  troops,  which  were  halting  there  in  their 
way  from  Pondicherry  to  join  Mr.  Tally,  went  into  the  fort,  and 
this  reinforcement  rendered  the  attempt  impradlicable  excepting  by 
a regular  attack,  to  which  the  artillery  wdth  Calliaud  was  not 

adequate. 


Book  X.  Siege  of  Fort  St.  George. 


459 


adequate.  He  neverthelefs  remained  to  inveft  the  fort,  and  foon 
after  intercepted  a letter  from  Mr.  Lally  to  Mr.  Deleyrit,  dated  the 
14th,  written  in  the  bittereft  terms  of  reproach  and  refentment, 
imputing  the  failure  of  his  attempt  againd:  Madrafs,  which  he  then 
faw  inevitable,  to  the  iniquities  and  treachery  of  the  government  of 
Pondicherry,  denouncing,  that  if  this  place  fliould  efcape  the  ven- 
geance it  merited  of  fire  from  heaven,  nothing  could  preferve  it  long 
from  deftruftion  bv  the  fire  of  the  Englifh. 

"I'he  lols  of  men  fudained  by  the  French  army  is  no  where  ac- 
quired; they  were  2700  firelocks  when  they  advanced  from  Conje- 
veram;  and  IMr.  Lally,  in  the  intercepted  letter,  fays,  that  he  had 
dill  2000  Europeans;  the  Sepoys  with  him  were  not  more  than 
1000,  for  feveral  detachments  were  abroad.  The  lofs  of  the  cannon 
and  ammunition  which  had  been  left  or  thrown  away,  he  imputed 
to  the  want  of  ferviceable  bullocks,  and  this  deficiency  to  the  ra- 
pacity of  the  contra6lors  leagued  with  the  council  of  Pondicherry. 
His  army  marched  away  in  rags,  and  without  provifions,  but,  having 
gunpowder  and  horfe,  exafted  them,  and  continued  their  rout  to 
Arcot.  Advices  of  their  retreat  had  been  fent  off  to  Calliaud  as 
foon  as  they  difappeared,  who  immediately  on  the  inforpiation 
detached  Mahomed  Iffoof  with  1200  Sepoys  from  Sadrafs,  to  re- 
inforce Chinglapet,  led  the  French  army  fhould  inved  this  place; 
the  Sepoys  by  a forced  march  arrived  before  the  enemy  could  have 
intercepted  them,  if  fuch  had  been  their  intention:  the  next  day 
Major  Calliaud,  v/ith  the  remaining  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  and  all 
the  cavalry,  Abdulwahab  at  the  head  of  his  own,  came  into  Madrafs. 
Thus  ended  this  fiege,  without  doubt  the  mod  drenuous  and  regular 
that  had  ever  been  carried  on  in  India;  and  we  have  detailed  it,  in 
hopes  that  it  may  remain  an  example  and  incitement. 
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Not  only  the  Carnatic  and  its  dependencies,  but  all  the  adja- 
cent powers,  had  fixed  their  attention,  with  various  hope  and 
anxiety,  on  the  fiege  of  Madrafs,  as  an  event  which  fooner  or  later 
mufi:  greatly  affeft  their  refpeftive  views  and  interefls.  It  was  be- 
lieved, and  juftly,  that  much  and  extenfive  reputation  would  be  ac- 
quired by  the  defence ; but  as  this  advantage  would  foon  be  loft  if 
the  adjacent  territory  were  not  recovered  and  prote6led,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  take  the  field  without  delay.  With  the  reinforcement 
brought  in  the  fhips,  there  were  in  the  town  when  the  fiege  was 
raifed,  of  all  ranks,  1 900  eftimated  Europeans,  including  90  Topafifes 
and  60  Coffrees,  inferted  in  the  different  companies : of  this  number 
1500  rank  and  file  were  fit  for  immediate  duty;  and  this  force  was 
fufficient  to  face  the  French  army.  Neverthelefs,  the  vigour  of  the 
determination  exceeded  the  means:  many  carriages  for  the  artillery 
and  ftores  were  to  be  prepared,  and  the  artificers  being  mofily  natives 
were  few,  and  had  much  other  work  to  do:  draught  and  carriage 
bullocks  were  to  be  provided,  and  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  had  left 
none  in  the  country;  provifions  were  equally  fcarce:  perfeverence, 
however,  continued.  Chinglapet  being  fecured,  the  reft  of  the 
troops  with  Mahomed  Ilfoof,  the  horfe  with  Abdulwahab,  and-  thofe 
fent  with  Major  Calliaud  by  Tondiman  and  Tanjore,  encamped  on 
the  Choultry  plain,  were  they  were  joined  day  by  day  by  the 
Europeans  of  the  garrilon;  but  the  whole  were  not  ready  to  move 
before  the  6th  of  March,  and  in  thjs  interval  arrived  two  more  com- 
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1759.  panles  of  Draper’s  regiment,  which  the  fliips  they  came  in  from 
England  had  carried  to  Bengal  in  the  latter  feafon  of  the  laft  year, 
and  they  were  now  returned  to  the  coafh  The  whole  force  which 
now  took  the  field  were  ii  56  Europeans,  rank  and  file,  including 
the  artillery-men,  with  10  field-pieces,  of  which  two  were  12- 
pounders,  1 570  Sepoys,  1 120  Colleries,  and  1956  horfe.  On  news 
of  their  approach,  ]\Ir.  Lally  moved  back  from  Arcot  with  the 
main  body  of  his  troops,  and  took  pofi:  at  Conjeveram,  where  the 
advantages  of  the  fituation  left  them  nothing  to  fear  from  an  inferior 
force;  and,  his  health  being  much  impaired,  he  went  away  to  Pon- 
dicherry on  the  6th,  leaving  the  command  to  Mr.  Soupire,  with 
orders  not  to  rilk  a general  battle;  but  to  wait  the  attack.  The 
defefls  of  equipm.ents  hill  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  Englifh  army, 
and  it  was  the  1 8th  before  they  arrived  at  Paupa  Braminy’s  Choultry, 
within  feven  miles  of  Conjeveram.  On  the  laft  march,  Mahomed 
IfiToof,  with  fome  horfe,  advancing  before  the  line,  met  fome  of  the 
enemy’s  European  cavalry,  who,  though  much  inferior  in  number,,, 
flood  a Ikirmifh  with  the  foremofi:  of  his;  and  were  driven  back, 
with  the  lofs  of  an  officer  and  two  horfes  killed.  On  the  3d,  Cap- 
tain Prefton  at  Chinglapet,  hearing  there  was  but  a flight  force  in 
the  fort  of  Carangoly,  had  detached  Lieutenant  Airy,  with  feven . 
companies  of  Sepoys,  to  furprize  it  * but  they  took  a panic  under 
the  walls,  not  to  be  recovered  by  the  bravery  of  their  officer, 
which  encouraged  the  garrifon  to  fally,  who  killed  25  of  them  in 
their  flight. 

Whilft  the  army  was  before  Conjeveram,  letters  were  received  from 
Colonel  Forde,  who  was  fet  down  before  Mafulipatam,  defpairing  of 
fuccefs,  unlefs  he  were  reinforced  withmen  and  fupplied  with  money. 
By  this  time,  it  was  found  that  all  the  refources  of  the  Prefidency  were 
inadequate  to  the  expence  of  keeping  the  army  in  the  field,  and  no  pro- 
bability appeared  of  gaining  a decifive  advantage  over  the  enemy.  The 
Prefidency  therefore  inclined  to  bring  the  troops  into  cantonments,  and 
to  fend  200  men  to  Colonel  Forde.  Colonel  Lawrence,  although 
convinced  of  the  imprudence  of  attacking  the  enemy  in  the  polls 
they  occupied  at  Conjeveram,  was  equally  perfuaded  of  the  evil  con- 
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fequences  of  retreating  before  them,  and  came  to  Madrals  on  the  1759. 
26th,  to  diffuade  the  Council,  either  from  diminifhing  their  force,  p^bruaTy. 
or  from  withdrawing  it  into  garrifon;  and  his  arguments  prevailed. 

He  then  declared  the  inability  to  which  the  impaired  ftate  of  his 
health  had  reduced  him,  of  continuing  in  the  command  of  the  army; 
and  received  the  higheft  regrets  and  encomiums  of  his  eminent  fer- 
vices,  crowned  by  exertions  much  beyond  his  age,  in  the  defence  of 
Madrafs.  The  command  then  devolved  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Draper, 
who  was  likewife  too  ill  to  accept  it,  and  foon  after  embarked  for 
England;  on  which  it  fell  to  Major  Brereton,  the  next  officer  in  the 
king’s  regiment,  and  Major  Calliaud  fucceeded  Colonel  Lawrence  in 
the  diftinft  command  of  the  Company’s  troops. 

Nazeabullah,  the  Nabob’s  brother,  had  accompanied  the  French 
army  to  Madrafs,  and  remained  fome  days  with  them  in  the  black 
town;  when  his  own  affairs,  his  doubts  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  hege, 
and  the  reprefentations  and  example  of  his  brother,  Abdulwahab, 
who  was  joining  the  Englith  troops  in  the  field,  induced  him 
to  return  to  Nelore,  which,  Mr.  Lally  having  derived  no  advantage 
from  his  prefence  or  endeavours,  permitted  without  relu61ance. 

Still,  however,  holding  fair  to  the  French,  he  retained  a few  of 
their  Europeans,  and  200  of  their  Sepoys ; but  as  foon  as  he  heard 
that  the  fiege  was  raifed,  he  refolved  to  declare  entirely  for  the 
Englifli,  and  blackened  his  zeal,  by  putting  to  death  all  the  French 
Europeans,  excepting  their  officer.  Saint  Denys.  It  is  not  known 
whether  they  attempted  refiftance;  but  the  Sepoys  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  were  quietly  turned  out  of  the  fort.  With  the  advices 
of  this  deed,  he  proffered  to  pay  30,000  pagodas  a year,  if  the  Pre- 
fiidency  would  confirm  him  in  the  government  of  Nelore,  and  its 
diftrifts;  and,  as  no  revenue,  excepting  from  his  good-will,  was  to 
be  expelled  from  that  part  of  the  country,  until  the  Englifli  army  had 
gained  the  fuperiority,  his  terms  were  accepted,  and  he  fent  the 
French  officer  to  Madrafs.  Abdulwahab  continued  with  the  army, 
and  his  fervices  were  rewarded  by  a confirmation  of  the  diffrifts  of 
Chandergherry  and  Chittore.  The  three  greater  Polygars  to  the 
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1759.  northward,  Bangar-yatchum,  Bomrauze,  and  Damerlah  Venkytap- 
pah,  wrote  letters  of  congratulation,  although  they  had  given  no 
affi fiance  during  the  fiege  : they  were  ordered  to  guard  their  own 
hills,  and  affifi  Chandergherry  and  Chittore,  if  attacked.  The  minor 
Poly  gars  nearer  Madrafs  were  frightened,  in  expectation  of  punifh- 
ment  for  the  robberies  they  had  committed  in  the  Ensililh  dil- 
tridls  during  the  difhreffes  of  the  fiege ; but  their  delinquency 
was  overlooked,  and  they  were  told  to  affifi;  the  forts  of  Ponda- 
malee  and  TripafiTore,  into  which  garrifons  of  Sepoys  had  been 
fent,  as  foon  as  they  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  their  retreat 
to  Arcot. 

Even  the  cautious  Mortizally  of  Velore  congratulated  the  Prefi- 
dency  on  the  repulfe  of  the  fiege.  The  body  of  Morattoes,  with 
Gopaul  Row,  who  had  in  the  preceding  year  warred  and  gained  the 
half  of  Cudapah,  and  to  whom  proffers  had  been  made  for  their  af- 
fiftance,  remained  at  the  paffes  of  Damalcherry,  waiting  the  event 
and  as  foon  as  the  French  retreated,  Gopaul  Row  claimed  12  lacks, 
of  rupees,  alleging  that  he  had  negledled  other  concerns  of  greater 
confequence,  in  expedfation  of  the  ultimate  fummons  of  the  Prefi- 
dency,  and  that  the  dread  of  his  troops  had  obliged  the  French  ta 
raife  the  fiege.  It  was  known  that  he  had  equally  been  offering  his 
affiffance  to  the  French,  and  the  Prefidency  recommended  to  him,  to 
cut  their  army  to  pieces  before  they  reached  Pondicherry,  and  then  he 
fhould  have  the  money.  He  replied,  in  feveral  letters,  fraught  with 
infinuations  of  the  mifchief  he  intended  to  bring  on  the  Englifh,  as. 
well  at  Bombay,  as  in  the  Carnatic ; and  fent  500  of  his  Morat- 
toes to  join  the  French  army ; but  Mr.  Deleyrit,  the  governor  of 
Pondicherry,  advifed  Mr.  Tally  not  to  entertain  them,  becaufe  they 
would  not  fail  to  plunder  w''ith  greater  detriment  in  the  French  dif- 
tridls,  as  more  extenfive,  than  in  thofe  which  the  Englifh  had  reco- 
vered., They  were  difiniffed  with  compliments  and  a fmall  prefent,. 
on  which  Gopaul  Row,  to  compenfate  and  revenge  the  difappoint- 
ment,  fent  a detachment  round  the  hills,  which  took  poffeffion  of 
the  towm  and  pagoda  of  Tripetty,  intending  to  colle6l  the  revenues 
of  the  approaching  feaft  in  April,  which  the  French  government 
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expe6led  to  receive.  This  detachment  in  their  "way  fummoned  the  i759* 
three  northern  Polygars  as  friends  to  the  Englith,  to  pay  their  fliares  Mar^ 
of  tl.o  chout,  or  tribute,  which  Gopaul  Row  had  demanded,  and  had 
not  time  to  exaht  in  the  pieceding  year. 

The  king  of  Tanjore  hi  ed  guns,  and  congratulated  on  the  fortune 
and  prowefs  of  Madrafs;  and  the  Prefidency,  encouraged  by  his  pro- 
feffions,  propofed  to  him  to  afhft  them  in  a plan  to  furprife  the  fort  of 
Karical,  when  the  fquadron  fhould  arrive  on  the  coafl; : to  which  he 
anfvvered,  that  the  lah;  hoftilities  af  the  French  had  ruined  his  coun- 
try, and  that  the  crop  at  prefent  on  the  ground  would  likewife  be  de- 
flroyed,  if  diffurbances  were  renewed  ; but  that,  as  the  Englifh  had 
beat  off  the  French  army  from  Madrafs,  they  fhould  immediately 
drive  them  out  of  Pondicherry,  when  Karical  would  fall  of  courfe. 

He  was  then  requeued  to  let  beeves  be  purchafed  in  his  country  as 
provifions  for  the  fquadron;  which  the  ftri6fnefs  of  his  religion  re- 
garded as  an  abomination,  nor  would  he  fuffer  the  interpreter  to  o;o 
on  in  reading  the  letter  written  to  him  on  this  fubjedf. 

The  Nabob,  ever  fince  his  arrival  at  Tritchinopoly,  had  continued 
fick.  His  diforder  was  a jaundice,  produced  by  excefs  of  vexation  at 
the  late  humiliations  of  his  fortune : the  repulfe  of  the  French  attack 
on  Madrafs  conduced  not  a little  to  the  recovery  of  his  health;  but 
his  mind  retained  much  folicitude  for  every  future  contingency. 
However,  the  vigilance  of  Captain  Jofeph  Smith  had  preferved 
the  diftri6fs  dependant  on  the  city  in  peace  and  cultivation,  and 
their  revenues  were  more  than  fufficient  to  defray  the  iieceffary  ex- 
pences  of  the  garrifon,  as  well  as  of  the  Nabob’s  family.  The. 
great  number  of  French  prifoners  in  the  city,  who  were  500, 
whilfl  the  European  force  in  the  garrifon  did  not  exceed  70  men, 
had  been  an  object  of  conftant  anxiety,  and  plots  were  continually 
difcovered  of  their  intentions  to  break  out  of  their  dungeons ; 
which  obliged  Captain  Smith  to  confine  them_  with  the  utmoff  fe- 
verity.  The  Rheddi  of  Terriore,  whom  he  had  driven  out  of  that 
town  and  diftrift  in  the  month  of  July  of  the  preceding  year,, 
went  away  with  thofe  who  efca'ped  with  him,  to  the  borders  of  the 
Myfore  country,  where  he  was,  at  different  times.  Joined  by  fuch  as 
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1759.  were  difaffeded  to  the  other  Rheddi,  who  had  been  reftored  in  his 

March.  Read.  They  fometimes  made  plundering  excurfions  into  the  coun- 
try between  Terriore  and  Utatore;  but  attempted  nothing  of  confe- 
quence.  However,  their  numbers  increafed  ; and  they  kept  up  a 
correfpondence  with  feveral  of  the  principal  men  who  continued  to 
rehde  with  the  Rheddi  in  Terriore.  When  Mahomed  Iflbof  march- 
ed away  in  November  to  the  relief  of  Madrafs,  the  garrifon  of 
Tritchinopoly  could  not  fpare  the  number  of  Sepoys  necelTary  to 
complete  his  command,  and  three  of  the  five  companies  which  had 
been  left  in  Terriore,  were  recalled  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  As 
Toon  as  they  were  gone,  the  expelled  Rheddi,  with  his  troojjs,  who 
W'ere  waiting  to  retake  the  place,  arrived  before  they  were  difcovered 
at  the  barrier  of  the  wood,  where  fome  of  the  remaining  Sepoys  were 
I Rationed  ; but  the  reR  of  the  guard  had  been  feduced,  and  inRead 
of  afiiRing  the  Sepoys,  turned  their  arms  upon  them,  and  deli- 
vered up  the  barrier  to  the  enemy,  who  marched  on,  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  town  without  interruption,  fending  fo  much  terror 
before  them,  that  the  Rheddi  within,  with  his  troops,  and  the  in- 
habitants, that  adhered  to  him,  ran  away  into  the  wood  and  hills, 
leaving  the  Englifh  ferjeant,  with  the  Sepoys,  to  defend  them- 
felves  as  they  could.  The  ferjeant  took  j^offeffion  of  the  palace, 
M'hich  was  an  extenfive  building  ; but  the  enemy  furrounded  it  in 
'the  houfes  on  all  fides,  that  not  a man  could  appear  who  was  not 
expoled  to  their  fire,  which  obliged  the  ferjeant  to  capitulate,  and  he 
eafily  obtained  permilfion  to  march  away  to  Tritchinopoly,  with  their 
arms,  and  whatever  elfe  they  chofe  to  carry.  Captain  Jofeph  Smith 
had  received  forae  intelligence  of  the  intention  to  attack  the  place, 
and  had  detached  fome  troops  to  reinforce  it,  but  it  was  loR  before 
they  arrived  at  the  wood.  This  event  happened  in  the  end  of  No- 
vember. In  the  next  month,  Huffein  Cawn,  who  had  been  driven, 
in  the  month  of  July,  from  Seringham  by  a detachment  from  Trit- 
chinopoly, returned  from  Pondicherry  with  fome  Sepoys  and  two 
field-pieces,  and  took  poR  at  Utatore,  intending  again  to  advance  to 
the  ifland,  and  retake  the  pagoda;  but  Captain  Smith  fent-a  party 
from  the  garrifon,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Blake,  who  did 
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not  fufFer  them  to  reft  until  they  took  refuge  m the  ivlyfore  conn-  I759* 
try,  where  they  remained,  propalmg  fchemes,  and  foliciting  aftift-  ^rcti. 
ance;  but  meeting  little  encouragement  from  this  government,  Huf- 
lein  Cawn  offered  to  join  the  Rheddi,  who  had  retaken  Terriore, 
in  making  incurlions  into  the  Nabob’s  country:  but  the  Rheddi, 
making  a merit  of  refraining  from  the  mifchlef  in  his  power,  proifered 
money  and  regular  terms  of  fubmilfton  to  the  Nabob,  who,  for  the 
fake  of  the  money,  and  to  fave  the  expence  of  defending  the  diftant 
villages,  accepted  his  obedience,  and  confirmed  him  in  the  govern- 
ment; in  which  this  was  his  fourth  inftallation,  and  the  other 
Rheddi  had  loft  and  refumed  it  as  often. 

The  countries  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly  had  relapfed  into  their 
former  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  after  Mahomed  Iftbof,  w ith  fo 
large  a part  of  his  force,  was  recalled  out  of  them  in  the  month  of 
July.  All  that  the  feven  companies  of  Sepoys  left  in  the  city  of 
Madura  could  do,  was  to  colledl  from  the  country  provifions  fuffi- 
cient.for  their  fubfiftence.  The  incurfions  of  the  Nattam  Colleries 
from  the  north,  and‘of  thofe  under  the  Polygars  along  the  hills  to 
the  weft,  ruined  or  appropriated  whatfoever  cultivation  or  revenue 
arofe  in  the  diftrifts  at  a diftance  from  the  city.  To  the  fouthward, 
in  the  Tinivelly  country  matters  were  much  worfe.  Maphuze  Cawn 
forgot  all  his  former  profeftions  of  reconciliation,  united  more  firmly 
than  ever,  and  ’ took  up  his  refidence  with  the  Pulitaver,  who  led  ^ 
the  weftern  Polygars;  and  Catabominaig,  with  Etiaporum,  who 
were  the  heads  of  the  weftern,  concluding  from  the  fuperiority  of 
the  French  in  the  Carnatic,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Nabob  and  the 
Englifh  would  never  recover,  feized  whatfoever  country  lay  conve-  - 
nient  for  them : nor  did  the  five  companies  of  Sepoys  left  in  the  fort 
of  Palamcotah,  and  bereft  of  all  alliance,  venture  any  oppofition  to  ■ 
their  encroachments,  or  even  to  maintain  the  town  of  Tinivelly;  of 
which  Maphuze  Khan  and  the  Pulitaver  once  again  took  poffeftion. 

The  Sepoys  contented  themfelves  withpreferving  Palamcotah,  where 
they  were  often  obliged  to  defend  the  walls  againft  the  fkirmifhes  of 
the  Pulitaver’s  Colleries,  which  confumed  their  ammunition  ; and, 
as  none  of  their  letters  reached  the  Carnatic,  or  even  Tritchinopoly, 
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^ 759*  wrote  by  the  hand  of  a Topafs,  a letter  to  Anjengo,  which  is 

March,  the  foiithern  of  the  Englifh  fadtories  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  re- 
quefting  fupplies ; but  the  Topafs  writing  what  he  thought  Englith, 
the  letter  was  fo  unintelligible,  that  the  fadlory  neither  underftood 
from  whence  or  whom  it  came,  nor  what  they  wanted.  At  length, 
letters  from  Mahomed  IlToof  procured  them  credit,  which  enabled 
them  to  purchale  provifion,  and  even  to  get  lead  and  gunpowder 
from  the  fea-coaft  in  the  bay  of  Tutacorin.  It  was  very  fortunate, 
that  the  fidelity  of  the  Sepoys  in  Madura  and  Palamcotah  continued 
unfliaken ; for  had  either  of  thefe  fortreffes  been  betrayed,  no  means 
remained  of  retaking  them ; and  the  ceflion  of  Madura  might  have 
purchafed  Hyderally,  the  Myfore  general,  to  join  the  French,  who 
at  this  very  time  had  an  officer  of  diftindlion  treating  with  him  at 
Seringapatam. 

The  repulfe  of  the  French  from  Madrafs  had  increafed  the  danger 
ofloiing  thefe  countries,  fince  the  French,  being  no  longer  under  the 
neceffity  of  keeping  their  whole  force  coile6ted  in  one  point,  might, 
ilill  leaving  fufficient  to  oppofe  the  Englifh  army  in  the  field,  detach 
the  reft  to  other  obJe6ts.  The  partizan  Lambert  was  moving  with 
his  flying  troops  from  Pondicherry  to  the  weftward;  and  danger 
to  the  city  of  Madura  might  accrue  even  from  Huffein  Cawn,  if 
he  fliould  get  a body  of  Myforeans  to  accompany  him  from  Dindigul. 
On  thefe  confiderations,  the  Prefidency  refolved  to  fend  Mahomed 
Iflbof  back  into  thefe  countries,  and  to  accept  his  offer  of  renting 
Madura  and  Tinivelly  together,  at  the  rate  of  five  lacks  of  rupees 
for  the  enfuing  year  clear  of  all  charges,  excepting  what  might 
arife  from  the  neceffity  of  defending  them  either  againft  the  French, 
the  Myforeans,  or  Morattoes.  The  Nabob  had,  ever  fince  the  firft 
aj^pointment  of  Mahomed  Iffoof  to  condudt  the  war  in  thefe  coun- 
tries, regarded  him  with  fufpicion  and  averfion,  and  infifted  that  they 
fhould  be  left  to  his  own  difpofal  and  controul ; although  he  had 
not  in  his  whole  dependance,  a relation  or  officer  of  military  refolution 
and  experience  fufficient  to  maintain  them  in  this  time  of  difficulty. 

The  French  and  Englifh  armies  continued  almoft  in  fight  of  each 
other  for  two  and  twenty  days;  the  one  wiffiing  to  be  attacked,  in 
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their  ports  at  Conjeveram,  the  other,  a general  a61ion  in  the  open 
plain;  and  neither  v/as  feduced  to  give  the  advantage  which  the 
other  defired.  Moft  of  the  diftrifts  to  the  fouth  of  the  Paliar  were 
under  either  the  protection  or  jurifdi6tion  of  the  French  govern- 
ment; and  as  other  defiances  had  failed,  Major  Brereton  refolved  to 
march  into  them,  as  the  likeliert  means  of  bringing  the  enemy  to 
a battle,  or  at  leart  of  obliging  them  to  quit  Conjeveram,  when 
fome  opportunity  might  arife  of  retaking  this  place,  without 
which,  even  the  diftricts  already  recovered  as  far  as  the  Englirti 
army  had  advanced  could  not  be  prote6ted,  unlefs  by  their  con- 
tinuance in  the  field,  and  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Accordingly, 
the  army  moved  on  the  i rt  of  April  from  their  encampment  at  Papa 
Braminy’s  Choultry;  on  the  6th,  they  arrived,  and  took  pofiTeffion 
of  the  pettah  of  Vandiwarti,  in  which  they  began  to  open  ground 
agaift  the  fort,  and  fent  to  Madrals  for  two  pieces  of  battering 
cannon  ; and  a detachment  fent  by  Captain  Prerton  from  Chinglapett 
beat  away  the  guard  at  Outramalore,  of  which  place  he  took  pof- 
feffion,  to  fecure  the  line  of  communication  with  Vandiwarti. 

Mr.  Soupires  neither  gave  any  interruption  to  the  Englith  armv, 
as  they  were  marching  away,  nor  followed  them.  Mr.  Lally  had 
ordered  him  to  rilk  nothing,  and  the  French  army  had  for  fome 
days  been  reduced  to  great  diftrefs  for  W’ant  both  of  money  and 
provifions.  The  fiege  of  Madrafs  had  exhaurted  the  treafury  of  Pon- 
dicherry, and  its  revenues  were  anticipated  by  mortgages  for  loans, 
and  what  monies  could  be  collefted  from  the  country  between  Con- 
jeveram and  Arcot,  or  borrowed  in  the  camp,  fcarcely  furnirtied  the 
expences  of  the  day,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  villages 
finding  that  the  Englilh  paid  pun61ually,  and  at  better  prices,  evaded 
as  much  as  pofifible  to  carry  any  provifions  to  the  French  camp.  The 
renters  of  the  neighbouring  dirtri<rt:s  magnified  the  detriment  which 
their  lands  had  fufiered  from  the  Morattoes  of  Gopaul  Row,  in  order 
to  protra6l  their  payments,  by  the  plea  of  difculfing  their  accounts. 
In  this  fituation,  Mr.  Soupires  confidered  the  removal  of  the  Englirti 
army  as  an  advantage;  fince  it  permitted  him  to  retreat  to  Arcot, 
with  the  appearance  of  j>arting  on  equal  terms.  He  left  in  Conje- 
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I 759.  veram  300  Sepoys  and  100  horfe,  under  the  command  of  Murzafa- 
beg,  who  had  defected  from  the  Englith  a little  before  the  fiege  of 
JVIadrafs.  The  renters  at  Arcot  flirnifhed  Mr.  Soupires  money  and 
provifions  for  eight  days,  and  he  extended  his  troops  in  different 
parties  between  Arcot  and  Trh  atore,  \A'hich  is  fituated  20  miles  s.  w. 
in  the  high  road  from  thence  to  \'’andiwafh. 

Mr.  Lally,  as  foon  as  he  heard  that  the  Englifh  army  was  before 
\ andiwalh,  immediately  came  out  of  Pondicherry  with  300  Eu- 
ropeans, ordering  blr.  Soupires  to  meet  him  with  the  main  body  at 
Chittapet;  where  they  arrived  on  the  14th.  Trivatore  is  farther 
from  Chittapet,  than  it  is  from  Vandiwafh.  The  nearer  road  from 
Vandiwafh  to  Conjeveram  is  not  good;  but  from  Vandiwafh  to 
Trivatore,  and  hence  to  Conjeveram  excellent,  and  of  quicker 
difpatch,  although  by  the  large  angle  it  makes  feveral  miles  more. 
Major  Brereton  was  informed  in  the  eveningof  the  13th  of  the  march 
of  the  French  army  with  Soupires,  and  that  the  whole  had  paffed 
Trivatore ; on  which  he  decamped  in  the  night  from  Vandiwafli, 
and,  by  a forced  march,  arrived  the  next  day  at  Trivatore,  which 
he  found  abandoned,  and  blew  up  one  of  the  baflions ; and  con- 
tinuing the  fame  flrefs  of  march  they  arrived,  on  the  evening  of 
the  15th,  near  Conjeveram.  Several  letters  had  paffed  with  Murza- 
fabeg,  who  pretended  to  be  willing  to  betray  his  truff,  but  afked  fuch 
terms  as  proved,  that  he  only  wanted  to  gain  time  until  the  French 
army  could  come  to  his  relief;  on  which  Colonel  Monfon,  with  the 
advanced  divifion,  invefled  the  pagoda  in  the  evening,  which  it  w'as 
determined  to  florm  the  next  morning.  Murzafabeg  no  longer  diffem- 
bled,  but  kept  up  a brifk  fre  of  mulketry  through  the  night;  by 
which  feveral,  and  Colonel  Monfon  hlmfelf,  w ere  wounded. 

The  gatew'ay  of  the  pagoda  at  Conjeveram  isfpacious  and  lofty,  and 
the  tower  over  it  one  of  the  larged:  and  higheft  in  the  Carnatic.  It 
Hands  in  the  middle  of  the  weftern  wall,  and  fronts  the  principal  flreet 
of  the  town,  which  is  very  broad;  but  there  is  an  area  between,  of  - 
the  fame  breadth  as  the  wail  of  the  pagoda,  and  300  yards  acrofs. 
There  were  no  gates  fixed  in  the  gateway  ; and  to  cover  the  entrance 
the  French  had  thrown  up  a ravelin  before  it  in  barbette,  on  which, 
j as 
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as  well  as  on  the  fmall  towers  at  each  angle  of  the  pagoda,  were  1759. 
mounted  guns,  but  old,  and  of  little  fervice;  and  fcafloldings  of 
bamboos  for  fmall  parties  of  mulketry  were  raifed  along  difrerent 
parts  of  the  wall  within.  There  was,  in  the  area  without,  a large 
choultry,  with  the  back  to  the  pagoda,  about  200  yards  from  the 
gateway,  but  a little  to  the  right.  Near  this  choultry,  as  good 
cover,  the  troops  threw  up  a ramp  in  the  night,  and  early  in  the 
morning  began  to  fire  over  it  againft  the  ravelin  from  their  two 
twelve-pounders,  which  the  enemy  returned  with  all  their  means, 
but  with  little  execution ; only  wounding  Major  Brereton  ilightlv, 
and  two  or  three  of  the  gunners.  By  eight  o’clock  the  earth  of 
the  ravelin  appeared  fufficiently  beaten  down,  and  the  troops  marched 
to  the  attack,  led  by  Major  Calliaud  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers. 

Few  of  the  defenders  waited  the  alfault  hand  to  hand,  but,  after 
giving  their  fire,  ran  into  the  pagoda.  I'he  officers,  flimulated  by 
an  intemperate  rivality  of  danger,  got  firfl;  over  the  ravelin,  and 
began,  as  the  men  came,  to  form  them  for  the  attack  of  the  gate- 
way, in  the  middle  of  which  the  enemy  had  laid  a large  old  iron  gun 
on  logs  of  wood;  and  within  were  two  lines  of  Sepoys  difjjofed  in 
an  angle  for  the  advantage  of  a crofs-firc  on  the  entrance.  In  a 
minute,  40  or  50  men,  of  whom  much  too  many  were  officers,  were 
crowded  together  within  the  ravelin,  when  the  enemy  fired  their 
gun,  which  they  had  treble  loaded  with  powder,  and  to  the  muzzle 
with  mufket-balls  and  bits  of  ragged  iron.  The  excefs  of  the  ex- 
plofion,  and  the  thick  black  fmoke  which  arofe  from  it,  gave  the 
idea  of  a mine,  nor  was  the  effedl  much  lefs.  It  killed  eight  men 
on  the  fpot,  and  wounded  ten.  Of  the  killed  were  Captains  Stewart 
and  Bannatyne,  Lieutenant  Elliot  and  Enfign  Hunter;  of  the 
wounded.  Major  Calliaud,  Captain  Vaughan  dangeroufly,  a Lieu- 
tenant and  two  Enfigns.  Even  mofl;  of  thole  who  w^ere  fafe  were 
lb  furprized  by  this  havock,  that  they  flood  awhile  before  they 
formed  again  to  the  attack;  during  which,  thev  luckily  fuffered 
very  little  from  the  mufketry  within.  By  this  time,  a party  of 
Sepoys,  led  by  Mahomed  IfToof  and  Lieutenant  Airy,  had  clambered 
o\er  the  ojipolitc  wall  of  the  pagoda,  and  appeared  in  the  rear  of 
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175^.  thofe  who  were  defending  the  gateway;  and,  on  their  fhoiit,.  the 
ti'oops  at  the  gate  rufhed  in,  and  in  a minute  the  whole  garrifan 
was  between  two  fires,  at  mercy,  every  man  for  himfelf  begging 
quarter-;  which  was  given  w'ith  more  humanity  than  ufual  on  luch 
exa{]3eration.  After  all  W'as  quiet,  Murzafabeg  furrendered  himfelf, 
out  of  one  of  the  chapels  into  which  he  had  retired,  to  fome  of  the 
Sepovs;  but,  as  they  were  condufling  him  to  IVIajor  Brereton,  Ma- 
homed Ififoof  met  them,  knew  the  prifoner,  and  faying,  “ Thefe  are 
“ the  terms  to  be  kept  with  a traitor,”  with  one  ftroke  of  his 
fcymetar,  almofl:  fevered  his  head  from  his  body.  The  news  of  this 
fuccefs  was  received  at  Madrafs  the  next  day,  on  \vhich  likewife 
arrived  advices  of  no  little  importance  from  Colonel  Forde. 


1758. 

December, 


The  Rajah  Anunderawze  had  fo  little  fenfe  of  the  advantages 
which  might  have  enfued  by  preffing  on  the  French  immediately 
after  their  defeat  at  Peddipore,  that  he  did  not  come  up  with  his 
troops  to  Rajahmundrum,  where  Colonel  Forde  with  the  Englifh 
forces  were  w'aiting  for  him,  until  the  1 6th  of  December,  which  w^as 
ten  days  after  the  battle,  although  the  diftance  is  only  40  miles. 
Anunderawze  had  promifed  to  make  the  firfl  payment  of  his  treaty, 
asfoon  as  he  fliould  be  put  in  pofifeffion  of  the  fort  of  Rajahmundrum ; 
and,  in  confidence  of  his  word.  Colonel  Forde  had  lent  him  20,000 
rupees,  before  he  marched  with  the  Englifii  from  Cofiimcotah.  This 
fum,  with  a fupply  to  the  fa6lory  at  Vizagapatam,  and  the  expences 
of  the  field,  had  abforbed  all  the  money  which  came  from  Bengal; 
and  Colonel  Forde  had  nothing  but  the  Rajah’s  promifes  to  anfwer 
the  pay  of  the  troops  for  the  month  of  December.  However,  Rill- 
relying  on  them,  he  crofifed  the  Godaveri  on  the  23d,  Rill  hoping  to 
-appear  before  Mafulipatam  before  the  French  had  recovered  the  Run 
of  their  late  defeat:  but  the  Rajah  neither  followed  with  his  army, 
nor  fent  any  money;  and,  as  it  would  have  been  vain  to  have  at- 
tempted even  the  march  without  both,  Colonel  Forde,  with  much 
vexation  and  refentment,  recrofled  the  river  wnth  all  the  troops  on 
the  26th.  The  Rajah  imagined  they  were  returning  to  punifli  him, 
and,  in  this  fright,  fled  immediately  to  the  hills  which  Ikirt  the 
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province  about  twenty  miles  to  the  North  of  the  city;  and  Colonel  1759* 
Forde,  for  the  convenience  of  a nearer  communication  with  Vizaga- 
patam,  marched  two  days  back,  and  encamped  at  Peddapore,  which, 
with  a name  very  nearly  the  fame,  is  a fort  ten  miles  to  the  weft 
of  that  which  has  dehgnated  his  vi6lory.  Mr.  Andrews  immediately  ' 
fent  him  20,000  rupees  from  Vizagapatam,  and  on  the  13th  of  Ja-  January, 
nuary  came  himfelf  to  the  camp;  from  whence  he  went  into  the 
hills,  and  reached  the  Ptajah  on  the  1 5 th,  whofe  fears  of  the  Colonel, 
and  averfion  to  furnifh  any  money,  continued  as  ftrong  as  evei',  in- 
fomuch  that  he  feemed  no  longer  folicitous  about  the  fuccefs  of  the 
expedition.  His  conduct  was  the  more  perplexing,  becaufe  the  news 
that  the  French  were  befieging  Madrafs  had  flopped  the  Englifli 
credit  in  thefe  provinces,  which  the  Rajah’s  name  alone  could  im- 
mediately reftore ; and  if  his  troops  did  not  march,  others  muft  be 
hired,  for  which  no  money  could  be  found.  The  dilemma  induced 
Mr.  Andrews  to  alter  the  treaty  he  had  made  fome  time  before,  and  to 
agree,  “that  whatfoever  fums  the  Rajah  might  furnifti  ftiould  be  con- 
“ hdered  as  a loan;  and  that  the  revenues  of  all  the  countries  which 
“ might  be  reduced  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Godaveri,  excepting  fuch 
“ as  belonged  to  the  French  either  by  eftablifhment,  or  grant  in 
“ propriety,  ftiould  be  equally  divided  between  him  and  the  Englifti.” 

With  thefe  conditions  Mr.  Andrews  brought  him  back  to  the  camp 
on  the  1 8th:  and  it  was  agreed  to  march  on  to  Mafulipatam;  but 
it  took  {even  days  more  in  bargains  for  exchange  with  the  ftiroffs 
before  he  furniftied  only  6000  rupees  in  ready  money,  and  bills  at 
ten  days  for  60,000  more.  At  length  the  armies  moved  from  Ped- 
dapore on  the  28th,  after  fifty  days  had  been  loft,  of  which  the  firft 
twenty  diligently  employed  would  probably  have  accompliflied  all  the 
purpofes  of  the  expedition,  which  now  appeared  of  much  more  diffi- 
cult execution,  as  the  enemy  had  gained  full  time  to  recolleft  them- 
felves : nor  had  the  delay  the  fmalleft  plea  of  neceffity ; for  the  Rajah 
might  with  as  little  Inconvenience  have  done  at  firft  what  he  un- 
willingly complied  with  at  laft;  although  the  expedition  had  been 
undertaken  from  a reliance  on  his  promifes,  warranted  by  the  earneft- 
nefs  of  his  folicitations. 
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The  Hardwicke  and  the  two  flooj)s,  which  had  been  diipatched 
from  Vizagapatam  on  the  1 2th  of  December,  anchored  the  next 
day  in  the  road  of  Yanam,  which  lies  on  the  eaftern  mouth  of  the 
Godaveri,  where  the  agents  of  the  French  fadlory,  on  news  of  the 
defeat  at  Peddipore,  had  embarked  their  elFe6ts  and  themfelves  in  a 
fnow,  which  had  not  got  out  of  the  river  when  the  Hardwicke  ar- 
rived ; and  they  furrendered  to  her  longboat  without  refinance.  Some 
days  after,  the  velTels  failed  down  to  Mafulipatam,  and  cruized  be- 
tween this  place  and  Narfipore  on  the  welfern  arm  of  the  Godaveri, 
until  the  9th  of  February,  when  they  fixed  their  ftation  in  Mafuli- 
patam road,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  army;  but  weighing  oc- 
cafionally  to  bring  veffels  to,  that  were  paffing  in  the  offing,  of  which 
they  intercepted  feveral  laden  with  rice  for  Pondicherry,  and  the 
French  army  before  Madrafs. 

The  Engliffi  army  arrived  on  the  6th  of  February  at  Elore;  but, 
to  prevent  another  quarrel.  Colonel  Forde  had  been  obliged  to  let 
the  Rajah  march  as  he  lifted,  employing  his  troops  to  the  right  and 
left,  in  levying  contributions,  on  promife,  however,  of  rejoining  him 
foon  at  Elore.  This  place,  otherwife  called  Yalore,  is  lituated  50 
miles  s.  w.  of  Rajahmundrum,  and  nearly  40  n.  of  Mafulipatam. 
It  is  the  capital  of  a province,  or  phoufdarry,  of  no  great  extent,  and 
one  of  the  four  obtained  from  Salabadjing  by  Mr.  Buffy.  It  has 
been  very  little  known  to  the  Engliffi,  and  never  frequented  by  them 
fince  they  withdrew  their  fa<ftory  from  h'lafullpatam  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury. The  town  is  extenlive,  and  in  the  middle  of  it  is  a very 
large  fort,  in  which  the  French  ufed  to  keep  a garrifon  moftly  of 
black  troops ; but  the  Marquis  de  Conflans  had  taken  them  away 
with  him,  as  he  was  paffing  on  to  Mafulipatam,  where  he  had  de- 
termined to  make  his  ftand.  The  long  delay  of  the  Engliffi  troops 
in  following  him  feemed  to  have  infpired  him  with  a little  refo- 
lution  : for  with  fome  of  the  troops  which  had  joined  him  after  the 
defeat  of  Peddipore,  and  the  garrifons  of  Elore  and  Rajahmundrum, 
he  formed  a body  of  200  Europeans,  with  four  field-pieces,  and 
2000  Sepoys,  which  he  called  his  army  of  obfervation;  but  they_ 
did  not  venture  within  lefs  than  thirty  miles  of  Elore,  and  kept 
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moving  to  the  Wefl  of  Mafulipatam,  collefting  or  extorting  tributes. 
Colonel  Forde,  whilft  waiting  for  the  Rajah  and  his  troops,  detached 
Captain  Knox,  with  the  hrft  battalion  of  Sepoys,  to  reduce  the 
French  factory  atNarfipore,  where  by  this  time  the  garrifon,  by  the 
arrival  of  ftragglers  from  the  late  defeat,  was  augmented  to  loo 
Europeans,  and  3 or  400  Sepoys.  Narfipore  Rands  20  miles  to  the 
s.  E.  of  Elore.  Letters  were  previoully  fent  to  the  Indian  Zemindar 
of  the  difl:ri6l,  threatening  the  deftruftion  of  his  country,  if  he  gave 
the  French  any  affiflance,  but  offering  him  alliance  if  he  would 
join  the  Englilh  army  with  his  troops.  The  Zemindar  met  Captain 
Knox  on  the  road,  and  accepted  the  terms  with  cheerfulnefs  ; and 
the  French  troops  at  Narfipore  having  relied  on  his  affiflance, 
marched  away  as  foon  as  they  faw  his  defe61ion,  leaving  in  the 
fadlory,  befides  common  effects,  fome  cannon  and  marine  flores, 
and  in  the  river  feveral  boats  and  veffels ; but  they  funk  what  am- 
munition they  could  not  carry  off.  The  Englifh  detachment  leav- 
ing a few  men  with  the  Zemindar’s  officers  to  take  care  of  vffiat 
was  worth  preferving,  returned  to  Elore,  where  on  the  i 8th  came 
in  the  Rajah  with  all  his  troops  colledled  ; and  the  next  day  the 
Zemindar  of  Narfipore  with  1 500  foot,  armed  in  the  faffiion  of  the 
country.  But,  although  fo  much  time  had  already  been  lofl,  the 
Rajah  was  not  yet  ready  to  proceed,  and  detained  the  army  at  Elore 
until  the  ifi:  of  March. 

Mr.  Conflans,  on  his  defeat  at  Peddipore,  had  written  letters  to 
Salabadjing,  earneflly  requefling  he  would  march  with  his  army 
from  Hyderabad  to  Mafiilipatam,  when  both  their  forces  united  could 
not  fail  of  deflroying  the  Englifli  troops,  and  puniffiing  the  powers 
of  the  country  which  had  revolted  to  their  common  enemy.  The 
defiflance  of  Salabadjing  with  Mr.  Buffy  from  the  purfuit  of  Ni- 
zamally  towards  Brampore  had  encouraged  this  prince  to  relume 
his  former  ambitions  ; in  which  he  was,  at  leafl  fecretly,  abetted 
by  the  adherents  of  Shanavaze  Khan  and  Mahomed  Huflein,,  whofe 
deaths,  as  well  as  his  own  flight  to  Brampore,  had  been  the  im- 
mediate confequences  of  the  affaffination  of  Hydeijung,  the  duan 
of  Mr.  Buffy : but  this  confederacy  refrained  from  any  confpii- 
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1759.  cuous  exertion,  niitil  they  faw  hlr.  Bufly  and  the  whole  of  the 
French  force  quitting  Hyderabad,  and  the  fervdce  of  Salabadjing, 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Mr.  Lally ; when  judging  little 

March  likelihood  of  their  return,  they  afted  with  more  open  declaration  ; 
and  foon  after,  Nizamally  was  'enabled,  with  the  alliifance  of  his 
friends,  to  increafe  his  force  from  1 500  to  t 5000  horfe,  with 
which  he  marched  from  Brampore  in  November,  and  was  received 
with  homage  into  the  city  of  Aurengabad  ; but  the  fortrefs  of 
Dollabad  dill  held  out  for  Salabadjing.  The  infolence  of  Salabad- 
jing, wedded  to  habits,  faw  no  means  of  coercing  his  brother,  but 
by  the  accuftomed  affiftance  of  a body  of  French  troops,  which  his 
own  aid  to  Conflans  in  this  time  of  necelTity  was  certainly  the  likelied 
means  of  procuring:  but  few  of  his  officers  were  defirous  of  fee- 
ing the  re-eftabli£hment  of  a power,  which  had  interfered  fo  much 
with  their  own  authority  and  advantages  in  the  government ; never- 
thelefs,  they  imagined,  that  the  prefent  conteft  for  the  ceded  pro- 
vinces between  the  French  and  Englifh  might  give  a chance  of 
recovering  thefe  countries  to  their  former  dependence  on  the  fou- 
bahfhip ; and  in  this  view  mod  of  them  advifed  him  to  march  to- 
wards Mafulipatam.  His  brother,  Badaulet  Jung,  co.icurred  in  the 
fame  opinion,  and  marched  with  his  forces  from  Adoiii  at  the  fame 
time  that  Salabadjing  was  advancing  from  Hyderabad.  Both  join- 
ed near  the  Kridna,  and  amounted  to  1 5000  horfe  and  20000  foot. 
Neither  their  approach,  nor  the  probability  of  their  affiding  the 
French,  deterred  Colonel  Forde  from  his  purpoie  of  proceeding 
againd  Mafulipatam.  It  was  obvious,  that  the  jundlion  of  Sala- 
badjing’s  army  with  the  French  would  bring  heavy  vengeance  upon 
the  Rajah,  if  the  Englidi  troops  fhould  be  obliged  to  retire  be- 
fore them  : but  even  this  condderation,  becaufe  the  danger  was 
didant,  could  not  induce  him  to  relinquidi  the  immediate  ad- 
vantages of  his  delay,  although  nothing  more  than  the  collections 
of  the  day  levied  by  his  troops  fpread  abroad  in  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

Five  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Elore  you  arrive  at  the  bed  of  a vad 
lake,  which  extends  47  miles  in  length,  ftom  wed  to  ead  acrols 
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the  fituation  of  the  city,  and  14  in  breadth  from  north  to  fouth. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  mins  in  July,  until  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber, the  whole  is  ipread  over  with  water,  excepting  60  or  7a 
fmall  iflots,  on  which  the  inhabitants  remain;  but  during  the  reft 
of  the  year  the  whole  is  dry  and  paftable,  and  in  many  places 
highly  cultivated.  The  army,  and  for  the  firft  time  any  of  the. 
Englilh  troops,  marched  acrofs  the  lake,  and  on  the  3d  of  March 
encamped  near  a fmall  fort,  called  Concale,  in  which  the  French 
had  left  a ferjeant  with  1 3 Euroj)eans,  and  two  companies  of  Se- 
poys. Captain  Maclean,  with  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  were  fent 
to  attack  and  even  efcalade  the  fort:  the  garrifon  had  the  day  be- 
fore received  alfurances  from  Du  Rocher,  the  commander  of 
the  army  of  obfervation,  that  he  would  arrive  to  their  aftiftance 
on  the  28th;  relying  on  which,  they  manned  the  walls,  and 
feemed  refolute  to  defend  themfelves.  Much  firing  of  mufketry 
pafted  with  much  lofs  to  the  affailants,  who  neverthelefs  twice  at- 
tempted to  break  through  the  wicket  of  the  gate,  for  want  of  bet- 
ter implements,  with  iron  crows  ; but  were  each  time  beaten  off ; 
on  which  Captain  Macleane  fent  to  the  army  for  a reinforcement  of 
men  and  two  guns ; they  arrived  in  the  evening,  and  the  guns  were 
immediately  applied,  and  beat  open  the  gates.  The  detachment 
rufhed  in  without  mercy,  and  in  the  firft  onfet  killed  all  they  met, 
who  were  only  Sepoys  ; for  the  Europeans  hid  themfelves  until  the 
firing  and  flaughter  ceafed.  A few  hours  after,  a native  brought 
intelligence,  that  a party  of  forty  Europeans,  with  fome  Sepoys, 
from  the  army  of  obfervation,  were  arrived  within  a few*  miles ; 
on  which  Captain  Macleane  marched  out  to  attack  them.  But 
they,  hearing  the  fort  was  taken,  had  retreated.  A fmall  gar- 
rifon of  Sepoys,  with  a few  Europeans,  was  left  to  fecure  the 
fort  from  furprize,  and  the  army  marched  on  towards  Mafuli- 
patam,  in  fight  of  which  they  arrived  on  the  6th  of  March  ; and 
the  fame  day  received  advices,  that  the  French  army,  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Tally,  had  been  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Madrafs. 
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The  fort  and  town  of  Mafiilipatam  are  fituated  beyond  the  reach 
of  cannon-fhot  afunder.  The  fort  ftands  a mile  and  a half  from 
the  fea-fhore,  on  the  edge  of  a found  formed  partly  by  an  inlet  of 
the  fea,  partly  by  drains  from  the  circumjacent  ground,  and  ftill 
more  by  a continued  llream  which  the  river  Krillna  lends  off  about 
15  miles  to  the  s.  w.  and  which  falls  into  the  upper  part  of  the 
found,  very  near  the  fort.  The  Sound  has  fometimes  three  fathom, 
and  at  others  only  three  feet  water  ; and  oppofite  to  the  fort,  is  500 
yards  in  breadth.  The  fouth  fde  of  the  fort  extends  about  600 
along  the  Sound,  and  800  from  thence  to  the  north ; and  its  area, 
as  well  as  form,  would  differ  very  little  from  a parallelogram  of 
thefe  dimenlions,  if  the  eaftern  fide  did  not  lie  in  a re-entering  angle, 
which,  however,  is  a very  obtufe  one.  The  ground  along  the  fea- 
Ihore  for  two  miles  to  the  north  and  fouth  of  the  inlet  of  the  Sound, 
is  a colledtion  of  fand-hills,  which  extend  about  half  a mile  inland, 
when  they  ceafe  on  the  border  of  a morafs,  which  furrounds  the  fort 
on  every  fide,  and  continues  to  the  well:  and  fouth  for  feveral  miles ; 
and  to  the  n.  w.  and  north,  there  is  no  hard  ground  at  lefs  than  a 
mile  of  the  fort,  excepting  a few  fmall  fpots  of  fand  in  the  morafs, 
which  are  near  it  to  the  n.  e.  : but  to  the  ealf,  the  fand  hills  along 
the  fea  are  within  800  yards  of  the  walls.  The  morafs  in  all 
diredions  is  interfe6led  with  creeks  and  gullies,  which  fall  into  the 
found. 

The  Pettah,  or  town  of  Mafulipatam,  is  fituated  a mile  and  a 
half  to  the  n.  w.  of  the  fort,  on  a plot  of  ground  rifing  above  the 
morafs ; acrofs  which,  the  communication  between  this  ground  and 
the  fort  is  by  a flraight  caufoway  2000  yards  in  length.  The  town 
is  very  extenfive,  and  its  ground  on  the  farther  fide  fi;ill  to  the  n.  w. 
is  bounded  by  another  morafs,  which  ftretches  along  it  from  the  s.  w. 
to  the  N.  E.  but  is  flopped  by  the  fand-hills  of  the  fea-fhore,  along 
ivhich  is  the  only  accefs  to  the  town  on  firm  ground ; for  both  mo- 
raffes  are  miry  even  in  the  driefl  feafon,  and  were  fo  now,  although 
no  rain  had  fallen  for  40  days. 

Mr.  Conflans,  with  all  his  troops,  excepting  the  few  guards  in 
.the  fort,  were  encamped  in  the  Pettah  for  the  convenience  of  water, 
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of  which  there  is  none  in  the  fort  but  what  is  prefer\'ed  in  cifterns.  1759. 
His  ideas  of  remaining  here  extended  no  farther  than  this  advantage;  '^pruT^ 
although,  by  flinging  up  an  entrenchment  acrofs  the  dry  ground  March, 
from  one  morafs  to  the  other,  he  might  have  flopped  the  Englifli 
army,  to  which  the  fo4ce  with  him  was  equal,  being  500  Euro- 
peans and  2000  Sepo)'S,  without  the  army  of  obfcrvation,  which  he 
had  not  recalled;  and,  as  foon  as  the  Englifh  army  appeared,  he 
retreated  by  the  caufeway,,  into  the  fort.  The  troops  of  Anunde- 
rauze  and  of  the  Zemindar  of  Narfipore  encamped  in  the  pettah; 
the  Englifh  on  the  fand  to  the  north-eafl.. 

The  French,  fince  they  took  pofTeffion-.  of  the  Fort  in  1751,  had 
modernized  the  defences : the  walls  were  mud  faced  with  bricks  as 
high  as  the  parapet ; and  the  three  fides  to  the  weft,,  north,  and  eaft, 
contained  1 1 angular  baftions  of  various  fhapes  and  fizes ; before 
which  were  a palifaded  berm,  and  a wet  ditch;  but  no  glacis.  The 
front  to.  the  fouth  along  the  found,  from,  reliance  on  that  defence, 
was  left  open.  The  baftion  next  the  n,  w.  fronted  the  caufeway 
leading  to  the  pettah:.  in  this  baftion  was  the  gateway, and  120  yards 
of  the  caufeway  was  converted  into  a caponiere,  which  terminated 
in  a ftrong  ravelin,  that  fcoured  along  the  length  of  the  caufeway. 

No  regular  approaches  could  be  made  to  the  fort,,  but  by  an  army, 
ten  times  ftronger  than  Colonel  Forde’s;  for  hitherto  black  troops, 
howfoever  numerous,  were  counted  for  nothing  in  the  fervice  of  car- 
rying on  trenches.  Colonel  Forde  therefore  refolved  to  attack  tho 
fort  from  the  fand-hills  to  the  eaft,  as  the  neareft  fhot;  and  by  bat- 
teries detached  from  each  other,  without  the  communication  of 
trenches,  as  little  was  to  be  feared  from  the  fallies  of  the  befieged. 

The  ground  had  the  advantage,  although  this  circumftance  would 
not  have  determined  the  choice,  of  being  neareft  to  the  dilembarka- 
tion  of  the  ftores  and  heavy  artillery  from  the  Hardwicke,  which, 
with  the  two  floops,  were  in  the  road. 

Three  batteries  were  ere6led ; one  in  afiftiing  village  near  the  inward 
point  of  the  fand  to  the  s.  w.  where  it  is  bordered  by  the  inlet  of' 
the  lea  to  the  fouth,  and  the  weft  by  a large  creek  in  the  morals 
■coming  from  the  north.  Four  hundred  yards  to  the  north  of  this  bat^ 
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‘1 759.  tery,  and  nearer  to  the  edge  of  the  fame  creek,  was  another:  the 
third  battery  was  at  an  equal  diflance  100  yards  in  the  rear  of  both. 

March,  The  battery  to  the  north,  and  that  to  the  fouth,  had  each  two  eigh- 
teen and  two  twenty-four  pounders ; but  in  the  fouth  were  likewile 
the  bombarding  artillery,  which  were  three  mortars,  of  13,  nine, 
and  eight  inches.  The  battery  in  the  center  had  only  two  twelve- 
pounders. 

In  the  s.  E.  angle  of  the  fort,  clofe  on  the  found,  was  a baftioii 
called  the  Fran9ois,  of  10  guns.  For  fome  diftance  from  hence  to 
the  north,  the  want  of  hard  ground  had  obliged  the  rampart  to  re- 
cede in  a re-entering  angle,  in  the  bottom  of  which  was  a work  in 
the  form  of  a demi-lune,  having  only  two  faces,  without  flaDks, 
which  would  have  been  needlefs,  fince  the  line  of  the  faces  fuffici- 
ently  flanked  the  baftion  Francois  on  the  right,  and  that  called  the 
Saint  John  on  the  left.  This  work  was  called  the  Dutch  baftion. 
The  Saint  John  had  eight  guns,  and  beyond  it  in  the  N.  E.  angle 
of  the  fort  was  the  baftion  called  the  Camelion,  mounting  10  guns. 
The  fouthern  of  the  Englifti  batteries  fired  on  the  Francois  and 
Dutch  baftion;  the  center  on  Saint  John’s;  and  the  northern  on 
the  Cameleon.  As  foon  as  their  pofition  was  decided,  the  garrifon 
faifed  a battery  on  the  left  fhore  of  the  inlet  as  you  enter  from  the 
fea;  which  took  them  all  in  flank;  but  as  this  battery  was  feparated 
from  the  fort  by  the  whole  breadth  of  the  found,  and  might  be  at- 
tacked in  the  night  by  the  boats  of  the  Ihips,  the  garrifon  kept  a 
conftant  guard  in  it  of  Europeans,  befides  Sepoys.  They  likewife 
ftationed  a ftronger  guard  in  the  ravelin  at  the  end  of  the  caponiere 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  fort.  Befides  the  immediate  fnperiority  of 
artillery  ftanding  on  their  works,  the  garrifon  had  others  in  ftore, 
mounted  ready  to  replace  what  might  be  rendered  ufelefs  in  the  courfe 
of  fervice;  whereas  the  Englifh  army  could  only  reftore  the  lofs  of 
theirs  by  borrowing  the  common  guns  of  the  Hardwicke,  which  were 
nine -pounders,  or  the  Rajah’s,  which  were  good  for  nothing. 

• •'  The  French  army  of  obfervation,  as  foon  the  Englifh  paffed  on- 
wards from  Concale,  crofted  the  country  to  Elore,  v/hefe  there  was 
no  garrifon  to  oppofe  them;  and  from  hence  went  on  to  Rajahmun- 
drum.  where  the  fick  of  the  armv,  in  all  2 5 EutopeanSjUnd  40  Sepoys, 
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had  been  left  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Briftol,  who  a few  days  I759* 
before  had  received  a large  fum  in  gold  and  filver,  fent  from  Bengal  to  ApfilT 
Vizigapatam,  and  from  hence  to  him,  for  the  fervice  of  the  army 
with  Colonel  Forde.  On  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  Briftol  fcnt 
away  the  treafure  to  Cockanarah,  a Dutch  fettlement  on  the  coaftt 
and  as  foon  as  they  appeared  on  the  river,  ordered  all  fiich  of  his  men 
as  were  capable  of  the  fatigue  to  go  away,  and  endeavour  to  gain  Vi- 
zagapatam.  The  enemy  marched  two  days  onwards  from  Rajamun- 
drum,  giving  out  that  they  intended  to  take  Vizianagarum,  the  ca- 
pital of  Anunderauze,  as  well  as  the  Englhh  fort  at  Vizagapatam ; 
but  their  views  were  only  to  extort  money  from  the  chiefs  and  ren- 
ters, by  the  feverities  they  exercifed  in  the  country.  However,  find- 
ing they  could  not  colledl  as  much  as  they  fpent,  they  returned;  and 
direfted  their  march  to  join  the  army  of  Salabadjing.  The  daily 
news  of  their  motions  terrified  the  Rajah  with  apprehenfions  for  his 
countries,  and  no  perfuafions  could  induce  him  to  advance  either  his 
credit  or  money : none  remained  in  the  military  chefi; : Colonel 
Forde  had  borrowed  all  that  the  officers  under  his  command  had  re- 
alized from  the  fpoils  of  the  campaign,  and  had  even  ufed  the  prize- 
money  of  the  troops ; and  the  interpofition  of  the  French  army  of 
obfervatlon  precluded  the  hopes  of  receiving  what  had  been  fent  ta 
•Mr. .Briftol;  and  by  this  time,  every  foldier  in  the  army  had  per- 
ceived the  obftacles  which  muft  be  furmounted,  to  reduce  the 
fort,  which  exalj^erated  the  fenfe  of  their  diftrcffes.  In  thefe 
agitations,  the  whole  line  of  Europeans  turned  out  on  the  19th, 
with  their  arms,  and  threatened  to  march  away.  Colonel  Forde, 
with  much  difficulty,  prevailed  on  them  to  return  to  their  tents,  and 
to  depute  one  or  two  to  explain  their  complaints.  The  deputies  de- 
clared, that  all  were  refolved  not  to  ferve  the  fiege,  unlefs  they  were 
immediately  paid  the  amount  of  the  prize-money  already  due  to  them, 
nnd  were  aftlired  of  the  whole  booty,  in  cafe  Mafulipatam  fhould  be 
taken.  According  to  the  Company’s  regulations,  authorized  by  the 
Crown,  the 'troops  in  India  are  only  entitled  to  one  half  of  what  is 
taken  in  the  forts  they  reduce ; the  other  half  is  referved  to  the 
-Company.  Colonel  Forde  promifed  to  pay  them  their  prize-money, 
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1759.  out  of  the  very  hrft  he  fhould  receive;  and,  as  he  could  not  break 
through  the  regulation,  affured  them  he  would  folicit  tlie  Company 
by  a reprefentation  of  their  hardfliips  and  fervices,  to  give  up  their 
lhare  of  what  might  be  taken  in  Mafulipatam  ; of  which,  he  (hould 
retain  the  amount,  until  their  determination  was  known.  Thefe 
promiles  appeafed  them;  and-  they  returned  to  their  duty  with  their 
ufual  ardour.  Neverthelels  the  batteries  were  not  completed  till  the 
25th,  1 8 days  after  the  arrival  of  the  army,  during  which  the  fort  had 
kept  a conftant  fire,  which  had  only  killed  five  men. 

Salabadjing,  as  he  approached,  fent  forward  letters  and  mef- 
fengers,  commanding  Anunderauze  and  the  Zemindars  who  had 
joined  the  Englilh,  to  quit  them,  and  repair  immediately,  as  vaf- 
fdls  to  his  ftandard.  On  the  27th,  advices  were  received  in  the 
camp,  that  his  army  was  arrived  at  Bezoara  on  the  Kriftna,  40  miles 
from  Mafulipatam;  and  the  fame  day  came  reports,  that  the  French 
army  of  obfervation  had  retaken  Rajahmundrum. 

The  Rajah,  who  had  for  Ibme  days  been  faltering,  watS  now  fb 
terrified,  that  he  marched  away  with  all  his  forces  the  fame  night, 
without  giving  warning,  intending  to  regain  his  own  country  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Godaveri;  and,  notwithftanding  the  dilato- 
rinefs'of  his  former  motions,  he  on  this  occafion  advanced  16  miles 
before  day-break.  Colonel  Forde  fent  meffengers  after  him,  re- 
pfefenting  the  abfurdity  of  his  conduft,  in  thinking  to  efcape  the 
numerous  cavalry  of  Salabadjing  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  French 
army  of  obfervation,  who  were  towards  Rajahmundrum,  on  the 
other;  whereas,  by  remaining  with  the  Enghfh  troops  his  retreat 
would  be  afTured,  and  the  reduftion  of  Mafulipatam,  even  new  not 
imprafticable.  The  plain  good  fenfe  of  this  advice  brought  him  back 
with  his  army  to  the  Pettah.  Colonel  Forde,  although  with  little 
hopes,  would  not  negleiR  the  only  means  in  his  power  of  amufing 
Salabadjing  from  advancing  to  the  relief  of  Mafulipatam,  and  requeu- 
ed his  permiffion  to  fend  a deputy  to  treat,  profeffing  no  other  in- 
tention than  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  French  garrifons  and  fa6lori€s 
on  the  coaft,  without  alTuming  the  authority  they  had  held  in  the 

inland 
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inland  countries.  Salabadjiiig  confented  to  receive  the  deputy,  and 
Mr.  Johnftone  was  fent  to  his  camp  on  the  ift  of  April. 

The  three  batteries  continued  a hot  fire  from  the  25th  of  March 
to  the  4th  of  April.  On  the  5th,  the  weather,  which  had  hitherto 
been  gentle,  changed  to  a hard  gale  of  wind,  with  thunder,  lightning, 
and  immenfe  rain,  which  brought  in  the  fouthern  monfoon,  with 
the  return  of  fair  weather  on  the  6th.  In  the  evening  the  artillery 
officers  reported,  that  there  was  no  more  than  two  day’s  ammu- 
nition left  for  the  fervice  of  the  batteries.  Intelligence  was  likewife 
received,  that  Salabadjing  was  advancing  from  Bezoara,  and  that  the 
French  army  of  obfervation,  which  he  had  invited,  were  very  near 
his.  It  was  now  no  longer  poffible  for  the  Engliffi  army  to  retreat 
the  long  way  they  had  come,  as  the  whole  garrifon  of  Mafulipatam 
and  the  army  of  obfervation  would  join  the  Subah’s  in  the  purfuit. 
However,  the  camp  might  embark;  for  the  ffiore  at  Mafulipatam 
is  ftill,  and  the  only  part  on  the  coad:  of  Coromandel,  on  which 
the  fea  does  not  beat  with  a ftrong  furf.  But  Colonel  Forde 
regarded  this  mode  of  retreat  as  intolerable  difgrace,  and  refolved 
to  florm  the  fortj  judging,  moreover,  that  the  garrifon  would 
not  fufpe(51:  the  attempt  at  the  very  time  when  the  excefs  of  the 
rain  had  rendered  the  approach  over  the  morafs  much  lefs  pra6li- 
cable  than  before.  He  accordingly  ordered  the  fire  of  the  batteries 
to  be  kept  up  with  double  vivacity  through  the  next  day,  and  all 
the  troops  to  be  under  arms  at  ten  at  night. 

The  ditch  of  the  fort,  at  the  ebb  of  the  tide,  which  would  hap- 
pen at  midnight,  has  only  three  feet  water,  and  having  no  glacis, 
nothing  prevented  the  immediate  accefs.  Notwithftanding  the  gar- 
rifon had  conftantly  repaired  in  the  night  the  damages  of  the  day, 
the  hot  and  continued  firing  of  this  day  had  ruined  the  baftions  fuf- 
ficiently  to  mount ; and  each  of  the  three  had  been  equally  fired  upon, 
to  confound  the  enemy’s  guefs  of  the  affault.  As  no  outworks  ob- 
ftrufled  a full  view  of  the  body  of  the  place,  it  was  feen  from  the 
batteries,  that  the  two  baftions  upon  the  found  on  the  extremities  of 
the  fort  to  the  s.  w.  and  the  s.  e.  were  in  barbette,  that  is,  without 
embrafures  and  merlons,  but  with  » parapet  low  enough  for  cannon 
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1 759.  to  jfire  over,  v/hich  is  rarely  four  feet  high.  From  the  s.  w.  bafiion, 
''Apriir^  which  was  named  St.  Michael’s,  to  the  next  on  the  w.  called  the 
Saline,  the  exterior  ground  was  a miry  fwamp  of  mud,  in  which 
the  ditch  that  furrounded  the  reft  of  the  fort,  could  not  have  been 
continued,  but  at  great  expence  and  labour,  and  was  left  in  this 
ftate,  becaufe  fuppofed  of  more  difficult  paftage  than  the  ditch  itfelf. 
Some  days  before  a black  fervant  of  Captain  Yorke’s,  who  had  lately 
lived  in  Mafulipatam,  told  him  that  he  had  I'ometimes  feen  the 
natives  employed  in  the  fort  wade  over  the  quagmire  between  the 
two  baftions:  and  on  this  intelligence.  Colonel  Forde  had  permitted 
Captain  Yorke  and  Knox  to  examine  this  paftage;  they  took  loo 
Sepoys,  and  placing  them  in  different  parties  behind  one  another 
to  fupport  their  retreat,  went  on  at  midnight,  projierly  clad  to 
the  Ikin,  in  order  to  refemble  black  men  naked,  and  entered  the 
quagmire,  which  they  pafted  half  over,  and  found  it  not  above  knee 
deep,  but  the  mud  very  tenacious;  they  returned  undifeovered,  and 
their  report  determined  Colonel  Forde  to  try  an  attack  on  this  quar- 
ter at  the  fame  time  as  the  main  aftault ; which  at  leaft  would  dif- 
traft  the  enemy’s  attention.  In  the  fame  intention  the  country 
troops  belonging  to  the  Rajah  were  to  march  along  the  caufeway 
over  the  morals,  and  on  each  fide  of  it,  and  to  Ikirmiffi  againft  the 
revelin  in  front  of  the  gateway. 

The  battalion  of  Europeans,  reinforced  with  30  failors  from  the 
Hardwicke,  all  the  artillery-men,  and  half  the  Sepoys,  \vere  allotted 
for  the  real  attack,  which  was  to  be  made  on  the  baftion  called  the 
Cameleon  in  the  N.  e.  angle  of  the  fort.  Their  whole  number  was 
346  Europeans,  rank  and  file;  the  Sepoys  amounted  to  1400;  of 
which  the  other  half  were  allotted  to  the  falfe  attack  to  be  led 
by  Captain  Knox.  Each  of  the  three  attacks  was  to  be 
ready  on  their  refpe61ive  ground  before  midnight;  when,  as 
foon  as  the  falfe  commenced  on  the  weft  fide,  the  real,  and  the 
Rajah’s  were  likewife  to  begin.  As  no  counter-attempt  was 
apprehended,  the  guard  of  the  camp  was  left  to  fome  of  the 
Rajah’s  troops.  The  attack  with  Captain  Knox  having  farther 
to  sro,  marched  off  firft;  the  main  attack  was  in  three  divifions,  of 

O'  ■* 

which  the  Europeans  formed  two,  and  the  Sepoys  the  laft; 
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but  when  they  were  to  move,  Captain  Callender,  who  by  his  rank  1759* 
was  to  lead  the  firil:  divifion  of  Europeans,  was  not  to  be  found ; 
and  after  much  fearch  and  enquiry,  the  troops  proceeded  without 
him,  crofhng  the  morafs  from  the  dry  ground  of  fand  direftly  oppo- 
fite  to  the  Cameleon,  the  bafHon  they  were  to  ftorm.  In  the  way 
they  were  joined  by  the  gunners  croffing  the  morafs,  likewife  from 
the  batteries,  which  for  fear  of  furprize  they  did  not  quit  until  the 
lad;  moment.  But  before  the  troops  arrived  at  the  ditch,  they  heard 
the  firing  of  Knox’s  attack,  which  neverthelefs  had  only  begun  at 
the  appointed  time  ; on  which  all  marched  as  faft  as  they  could, 
as  before  up  to  the  knees  in  mire,  and  in  eroding  the  ditch,  up  to 
the  middle  in  water  and  mud.  Here  they  were  difeovered  jud: 
before  they  got  to  the  pallifade  on  the  berm  ; and  whilft  the  fird; 
divifion,  commanded  by  Captain  Fifcher,  were  tearing  it  u]),  which 
took  feveral  minutes,  the  enemy  gathered  on  the  breach,  and  began 
likewife  to  fire  cannon  and  mulketry  from  the  next  baftions,  the 
Saint  John’s  on  the  right,  and  that  called  the  fmall-gate  on  the  left. 

The  oppofition  only  encreafed  the  ardour  of  the  afifailants,  and  whild; 
the  firft  divifion  of  Europeans  with  Fifcher  were  gaining  the  breach, 
the  fecond,  commanded  by  Yorke,  fired  up  againd:  St.  John’s,  and 
the  divifion  of  Sepoys  led  by  Macleane  againd:  the  fmall  gate. 

Several  were  killed  before  Fifeher’s  divifion  had  mounted,  and  eot 
pofledion  of  the  Cameleon ; when,  having  waited  until  Yorke’s 
came  up,  they  turned  and  advanced  along  the  rampart  to  the  left, 
to  get  polTeffion  of  the  fmall  gate.  There  was  a handy  gun,  with 
its  ammunition,  on  the  Cameleon,  which  Yorke,  on  the  fuggeftioii 
of  Captain  Moran,  who  difeovered  it,  ordered  the  gunners  to 
turn  and  fire  along  the  rampart  towards  the  Sound,  and  in  the 
mean  time  prepared  his  divifion  to  follow  the  fame  diredfion,  as 
foon  as  a number  of  Sepoys  fufficient  to  maintain  the  baftion  were 
come  up  the  breach ; but,  juft  as  he  was  fetting  oft,  he  perceived 
a line  of  Sepoys  coming  along  in  the  way  below,  between  the  foot 
of  the  rampart  and  the  buildings  of  the  town:  they  were  fent  to 
reinforce  the  Cameleon  from  the  arfenal  near  the  Sound,  where 
Conflans  continued  waiting::  the  event  with  the  grenadier  com- 
pany  and  other  troops.  Yorke  immediately  ran  down,  and  feiz- 
VOL.  II.'  3Q  ing 
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1759.  ing  the  French  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Sepoys,  bid  him  order  them 
to  lay  down  their  arms  and  fnrrender;  which  they  obeyed  with 
little  rekicdaiice,  and  ^vere  fent  up  to  the  baflion.  Yorke,  having 
oi)ferved  that  the  way  below  was  free  from  interruption,  and  much 
broader  than  the  rampart  above,  refolved  to  march  along  it,  to  get 
])ofieffion  of  the  reft  of  the  defences  allotted  to  his  attack  ; his  divi- 
fion  accordingly  came  down,  excepting  a few  left  with  the  pri- 
foners,  and  the  artillery-men  with  the  gun.  The  guard  of  the  next 
baftion,  St.  John’s,  had  fheltered  themfelves  within  the  angles,  from 
the  infilade  of  the  gun ; they  were  20  Europeans,  and  more  Se- 
poys, who,  as  foon  as  Yorke’s  divilion  came  under  the  baftion,  ad- 
vanced to  the  edge  of  the  rampart,  fired  down  upon  tliem,  which 
killed  feveral  and  wounded  more,  and  then  cried  out,  that  they 
would  furrender.  Yorke  geiieroufly  l|:)ared  the  return  of  their  fire: 
their  arms  were  gathered,  and  they  were  conduced  by  a party  to 
the  Cameleon,  where  the  Sepoys  were  in  referve,  who  reinforced 
the  party^  which  was  pofted  to  fecure  the  St.  John’s.  The  di- 
vifion  then  marched  on,  and  when  under  the  Dutch  baftion,  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  the  guard,  fcattered  indeed,  but  with  equal  iniquity^ 
followed  by  the  immediate  offer  of  ftirrender,  which  was  accepted 
with  the  fame  humanity  as  before,  and  the  baftion  and  men  fecured 
by  parties  from  the  divifion,  and  the  referve.  Thefe  interruptions 
had  allowed  the  divifion  time  to  think  and  expefit  more,  and  many 
fhewed  much  unwillingnefs  to  go  on ; for  darknefs  covers  ftrame  ; 
however,  they  yielded  to  the  threats  and  exhortations  of  Captain 
Yorke  ; but  had  not  advanced  many  paces  beyond  the  Dutch  baftion, 
before  they  pafl'ed  a fmall  brick  building  dole  to  the  rampart,  which 
fear  or  curiofity  led  fome  to  examine.  It  w'as  an  extenfive  magazine 
of  ammunition,  and  one  unluckily  cried  out,  a mine : tliis  word 
ftruck  the  whole  divifion  with  terror,  and  all  inftantly  ran  back 
to  the  Cameleon  (the  officers  accompanying  to  reclaim  them),  and 
Captain  Yorke,  who  marched  at  the  head,  was  left  alone,  with  only 
two  drummers,  who  were  black  boys,  beating  the  grenadiers’  march^ 
which  they  continue'd ; but  in  vain,  for  none  rejoined ; on  which 
Captain  Y^^orke  went  back,  and  found  all  his  men  in  much  confufion 
^ at 
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at  the  baftion,  fome  even  propofing  to  go  out  of  the  breach  and  i 759. 
quit  the  fort.  Severity  was  inftantly  neceffary,  and  Yorke,  as 
loon  as  on  the  baftion,  threatened  to  put  the  firft  man  to  death  who 
offered  to  come  near  the  breach  ; on  which  fome  of  the  foldiers 
who  had  ferved  with  him  in  Adlercron’s  regiment,  and  had  en- 
lifted  in  the  Company’s  fervice,  cried  out  that  their  commander 
was  ill  ufed,  and  offered  to  folloAv  him  wherefoever  he  pleafed  : 
their  number  immediately  increafed  to  36,  with  whom  he  marched 
off,  leaving  the  reft  to  follow,  as  the  officers  could  bring  them 
on.  The  length  of  this  interruption,  joined  to  the  preceding,  had 
given  the  French  officer  at  the  next  baftion,  the  Francois,  which 
ftands  on  the  edge  of  the  Sound,  time  to  get  down  a gun  loaded 
with  grape-lhot  and  to  point  it  up  the  way  the  party  was  coming ; 
it  fired  when  they  w'ere  within  a few  yards,  and  with  great  exe- 
cution, killing  feveral  and  wounding  fixteen.  Captain  Yorke  fell, 
with  a ball  through  each  of  his  thighs,  and  each  of  the  black 
drummers  was  killed  dead  at  his  fide.  This  havock,  however,  did 
not  difcourage  the  reft  from  bringing  off  their  Captain,  whom 
they  carried  to  the  Cameleon ; and  the  guards,  pofted  in  the  St. 

Jean  and  Dutch  baftions,  not  dilmayed,  kept  their  ground,  wait- 
ing: the  event. 

During  thefe  efforts  of  the  left  divifion,  the  right,  commanded 
by  Captain  Fifcher,  was  advancing  from  the  Cameleon  to  the  right, 
but  along  the  rampart.  1 he  next,  which  ^ is,  the  fmall  gate,  was 
not  hi  complete  repair ; and  the  Sepoys  with  hlaclcane  were  at- 
tempting to  fcramble  up  it,  which,  with  the  approach  of  Fifcher’s 
divifion,  drove  the  guard  away  to  the  next  baftion,  called  the 
Church-yard,  from  which  they  fired  continually,  but  without  order, 
as  the  divifion  approached  ; and  when  near,  afked  quarter,  which 
was  o;ranted. 

O 

Colonel  Forde  continued  with  the  referve  on  the  baftion  of  St. 
jean,  ifl'uing  the  neceffary  orders,  according  to  the  reports  from  both 
divifions.  The  prifoners  as  faft  as  taken  were  brought  to  him  there, 
and  he  fent  them,  as  they  came,  down  the  breach,  into  the  ditch, 
where  they  were  guarded  as  well  as  the  night  permitted  by  a proper 
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Humber 'of  Sepoys,  threatening  at  the  point  of  bayonet  to  kill  the 
firfl  that  moved  ; but  very  few  of  them  ventured  any  difturbance. 
The  Rajah’s  troops  had  for  fome  time  begun  their  attack  on  the 
ravelin  on  the  cauleway,  and,  if  nothing  more,  with  much  din 
and  clamour ; but  the  lire  of  the  falfe  attack  with  Captain  Knox 
continually  diminiflied  ; as  having  begun  earlier,  they  had  expend- 
ed moft  of  their  ammunition,  although,  finding  the  enemy  pre- 
pared in  this  quarter,  they  only  fired  acrofs  without  venturing  to 
pals  the  quagmire.  However,  this  attack  kept  fome  of  the  gar- 
rifon  from  the  more  material  fervice  againfi;  the  real,  and  the  Ra- 
jah’s prevented  the  guard  at  the  ravelin  from  returning  into  the  fort, 
which  they  ought  to  have  done,  as  being  of  little  ul'e  without  the 
walls,  whilfi:  the  body  of  the  place  was  in  inftant  danger.  But  the 
feparation  of  the  main  attack  into  two  divifions,  confounded  the 
defence  much  more  than  the  attacks  without.  Mr.  Conflans,  not 
knowing  what  to  do,  kept  at  his  houfe  near  the  Sound,  continually 
receiving  meffages  magnifying  the  danger,  and  fending  orders  which 
new  reports  continually  induced  him  to  contradi61:. 

The  parade  of  the  fort  was  under  the  baftion  of  the  great  gate, 
and  as  this  is  the  ufual  place  of  rendezvous  on  alarm,  moft  of  the 
troops  and  officers  who  remained  willing  to  continue  the  defence, 
whether  driven  from  their  pofts,  or  wanting  immediate  orders,  re- 
paired hither,  and  had  joined  the  guard  of  the  baffion  above,  be- 
fore Fifcher’s  divifion^  was  ready  to  advance  from  that  of  the 
church-yard.  Near  loo  were  affembled,  but  their  fire  began  be- 
fore the  divifion  was  fufficiently  near,  which  preferved  theirs,  and 
only  giving  that  of  the  firfi:  platoon,  ruflied  on,  and  foon  cleared 
the  baftion.  Fifcher  immediately  fent  down  to  fecure  the  gate 
below,  which  fhut  out  the  troops  on  the  ravelin,  and  prevented 
the  efcape  of  any  from  within.  Whilft  the  divifion  was  getting  into 
order  to  proceed  again,  appeared  Captain  Callender,  no  one  knew 
from  whence,  and  taking  the  command,  marched  at  their  head  to- 
wards the  next  baftion,  called  the  Pettah,  from  which  came  fcatter- 
ing  ffiot,  fcarcely  more  than  one  at  a time,  and  the  laft  that  drop- 
ped, ftiot  Callender  dead ; immediately  after  which  the  fire  of  the 
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garrifon  in  all  other  parts  of  the  fort  ceafed,  and  foon  after  came  a 1759. 
meffage  from  Colonel  Forde,' ordering  Fifcher’s  divifion  to  ceafe 
likewife,  as  Mr.  Conflans  had  furrendered.  Fie  had  fent  a mef- 
fage offering  to  capitulate  on  honourable  terms ; to  which  Forde 
anfwered,  that  he  would  give  none,  but  at  difcretion,  nor  even 
this  ; but  would  put  every  man  to  the  fword,  if  all  did  not  inftantly 
furrender. 

On  the  return  of  the  officer,  T In  Conflans  fent  orders  round  for 
the  troops  to  quit  their  arms,  and  repair  to  his  quarters  at  the 
arfenal,  which  is  a fpacious  enclofure.  As  foon  as  all  was  quiet, 
the  Engliffi  troops  alfembled  on  the  parade,  under  the  baftion  of 
the  gate-way  ; and  100  Europeans,  with  two  guns,  and  two  com- 
panies of  Sepoys,  were  detached  to  remain  on  guard  over  the  pri- 
Ibners  until  the  morning ; when,  whatfoever  troops  were  at  the 
ravelin,  and  the  battery  at  the  inlet,  and  had  not  efcaped,  came 
into  the  fort,  to  become  prifoners  with  the  relf  of  the  garrifon. 

The  whole  number  exceeded  the  aflailants,  being  500  Europeans  ; 
of  whom  1 00  were  cither  officers  or  inhabitants  of  better  condition, 
and  2537  cither  Coffirees,  Topafles,  or  Sepoys.  Of  the  aflailants, 

22  Europeans  were  killed,  amongfl:  them  the  Captains  Callender  and 
Mollitore,  and  62  wounded.  Of  the  Sepoys,  who  behaved  with 
equal  gallantry  as  the  Europeans,  as  well  in  the  real,  as  at  the  falfe 
attacks,  50  were  killed, 'and  150  wounded.  The  Rajah’s  people 
likewife  fuffered  more  than  was  expedled  from  them;  but  nothing 
in  proportion  to  the  Englilh  troops.  The  fort  was  furniflied  with 
1 20  pieces  of  cannon,  and  abundance  of  military  ftores.  The  plun- 
der of  other  effebb  was  likewife  valuable;  and  all  that  was  no^. 
merchandize  was  given  back  to  the  prifoners ; half  the  reft  was  di- 
vided amongfl;  the  Engliffi  army,  and  the  other  half  reicrvcu  or 
them  according  to  the  promife  they  had  received. 

The  improbability  of  the  attempt  was  the  principal  caufe  of  its 
fuccefs,  for  the  garrifon  from  the  beginning  had  regarded  the  fiege 
with  mockery,  and,  being  in  daily  expeflation  of  the  arrival  of  a body 
of  troops  which  were  coming  by  fea  from  Pondicherry,  had  con- 
certed, that  the  army  of  obfervation,  joined  by  this  reinforcement, 

and 
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1 759.  a great  detachment,  if  not  the  whole  of  Salabadjing’s  army, 
fhopld  then  furronnd  and  attack  the  Englifh  army,  which  they  re- 
prefented  to  themfelves  as  involved  in  impending  and  inevitable  de- 
flriidlion ; and  indeed,  if  thefe  efforts  had  been  made  by  Salabad- 
jing’s army,  and  the  French  troops  abroad,  without  waiting  for  the 
reinforcement,  the  Englifli  army  could  not  have  kept  their  ground, 
fince  the  Rajah,  with  all  his  troops,  would  certainly  have  run  a\vay, 
and  the  enemy’s  horfe,  amongfl:  whom  were  many  Morattoes,  would 
have  cut  off  all  j^rovifions,  and  harraffed  every  motion : nor  could 
they  have  made  the  embarkation,  to  efcape  by  fea,  without  abandon- 
ing all  the  ftores  and  artillery. 

The  miniftry  of  Salabadjing  were  therefore  not  more  furprized, 
than  vexed,  at  the  lofs  of  the  place,  becaufe,  confcious  that  it  might 
have  been  prevented  by  the  adlivity  they  had  negledled  to  exert. 
They  held  councils  with  the  French  commander  of  the  army  of  ob- 
fervation,  and  determined  ftill  to  wait  for  the  reinforcement ; when 
they  expedled  at  leah:  to  reduce  the  Englifh  to  compound  for  their 
retreat  by  the  furrender  of  Mafulipatam.  The  Rajah  Anunderauze, 
divining  what  might  happen,  propofed  to  return  to  his  own  country, 
as  foon  as  the  place  was  taken ; and  Colonel  Forde,  from  utter 
contempt  of  his  charadler,  made  no  objections  to  his  departure  ; he 
marched  away  with  all  the  Indian  forces  on  the  12th,  to  regain  the 
Godaveri ; and,  by  hafly  marches,  was,  in  two  days,  out  of  the 
reach  of  purfuit. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 5th  appeared  two  fhips,  Handing 
into  the  road,  under  French  colours.  The  commander  of  the 
Hardwicke,  Samfon,  was  afhore  embarking  prifbners,  of  whom  he 
had  already  received  40  on  board : but  his  brother,  who  was  the 
chief  mate,  immediately  weighed,  and  got  to  windward  of  the 
Hrange  fhips ; on  which  the  largeH  anchored  in  the  road,  as  did  the 
Hardwicke  at  a diftance;  but  the  other  Hill  plying  up,  the  Hard- 
wicke weighed  again,  as  did  the  largeft  fhip,  and  the  wind  having 
changed,  both  of  the  enemy’s  bore  down,  with  a fair  fail;  in  the 
.mean  time,  Captain  Samfon,  with  eight  gunners  lent  from  the  army, 
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got  on.  board,  and  determining  not  to  run,  before  he  had  tried  the 
Ifrength  of  the  fhips,  waited  to  exchange  a broadfide,  which  difcover- 
ing  them  to  be  houter  than  his  own,  he  again  hauled  the  wind,  and 
working  more  dexteroufly  got  again  out  of  their  reach,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  offing.  The  two  French  fhips  anchored  again  in  the 
road,  and  in  the  night  fent  a catamaran,  which  they  had  brought 
with  them,  on  ffiore,  with  letters  to  Mr.  Conflans,  fignifying,  that 
they  were  the  Harlem  and  Briftol  from  Pondicherry,  with  300 
troops  Europeans  and  TopalTes,  belides  the  crews : they  were  the  aid 
of  which*  advices  had  been  received  before.  No  anfwer  being  re- 
turned, they  lLifpe(fled  the  lofs  of  the  place,  and  early  the  next  morn- 
ing flood  out  again  after  the  Hardwicke,  which  bore  away  for 
'Bengal,  and  before  noon  all  three  were  out  of  light. 

The  army  of  Salabadjing  was  at  this  time  within  i 5 miles  of 
Mafulipatam;  and  imagining,  that  the  French  Ihips  would  return 
to  land  the  troops,  fent  forward  all  the  Morattoes  towards  the  ffiore. 
Colonel  Forde,  notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  ])rifoners  which 
were  to  be  guarded,  divided  his  force,  and  leaving  half  in  the  fort  to 
take  care  of  them,  encamped  with  the  other  on  the  ground  he  had 
occupied  before.  This  countenance  kept  the  Morattoes  out  of  can- 
non-ffiot,  but  they  burnt  and  flew  all  around  for  feveral  days;  when 
Salabadjing,  feeing  no  probability  of  retaking  Mafulipatam,  began 
to  treat  in  earneft;  and  Colonel  Forde  went  to  his  camp,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  much  attention.. 

But  another  motive  of  equal  weight  concurred  to  induce  this 
change  in  Salabadjing’s  difpolition  towards  the  Engliffi.  Some  ac- 
count of  the  alfaffination  of  Mr.  Bulfy’s  Duan,  and  of  Nizamally’s 
flight  to  Brampour,  had  reached  Bengal  before  the  departure  of  the 
prefent  expedition;  and  Clive,  judging  that  the  atrocity  of  the  in-- 
jury  which  Nizamaiiy  had  committed  would  carry  his  deteflation 
of  the  French  nation  beyond  the  reach  or  wiffi  of  reconciliation, 
wrote  letters  to  him,  requefting  his  afliflance  to  the  army  with 
Colonel  Forde  in  exterminating  the  French  out  of  the.  provinces  they 
had  difmembered  from  the  fovereigntv  of  the  Decan.  Colonel  Forde 
difpatched  thefe  letters,  with  his  own  to  the  fame  purport,  and  Ni- 
zamaiiy 
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1759*  zamally  had  received  them : whether  they  contributed  to  influence  his 
'"Apnlr^  immediate  operations  we  are  uncertain ; but  as  foon  as  he  was  certi- 
fied that  Salabadjing  was  marching  againft  the  Englifh  army  to 
Maflilipatam,  he  took  the  field  with  his  own  from  Aurengabad, 
advancing  towards  Hyderabad,  vaiid  giving  out,  that  he  intended  to 
reform  the  adminiftration.  The  news  of  his  intentions,  which  pre- 
ceded the  advices  of  his  march,  alarmed  Salabadjing  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Hyderabad  itfelf,  and  made  him  not  only  anxious  to  return 
thither  as  foon  as  poffible,  but  defirous  of  being  accompanied  bv  a 
body  of  Englifh  troops;  fearing,  that  if  he  entertained  the  F'rench 
army  of  obfervation,  all  reconciliation  with  his  brother  Nizamally 
would  be  precluded.  Neverthelefs  the  influence  which  the  com^. 
mander  of  thefe  troops  had  gained  over  his  brother  Baffalutjung, 
who  managed  the  mofl:  important  affairs  of  the  government,  de- 
layed the  execution  of  his  treaty  with  Colonel  Forde  until  the  1 2th 
of  May,  on  which  day  it  was  figned,  and  delivered. 

The  treaty  confifted  of  four  articles.  By  thefirff;  The  whole 
territory  dependant  on  Mafulipatam,  with  eight  diffridls,  as  well 
as  the  jurifdidlion  over  the  territory  of  Mizamapatam,  with  the 
diffridts  of  Codaver  and  Wacalmannar,  were  granted  to  the  Englifh 
without  the  referve  of  fine  or  military  fervice.  By  the  fecond  article, 
Salabadjing  promifed  to  oblige  the  French  troops,  meaning  the  army 
of  obfervation,  to  pafs  the  Kriftna  in  15  days;  nor,  in  future,  to 
permit  the  nation  to  have  any  fettlement  in  the  country  of  the  Decan, 
which  this  treaty  defines  to  be  bounded  on  the  fouth,  by  the  Kriffna; 
nor  to  entertain  any  French  troops  in  his  fervice,  nor  to  give  them 
afliftance,  or  ever  call  them  again  to  his  own.  By  the  third,  he 
promifed  not  to  call  Anunderauze  to  account  for  whatfoever  he  had 
colledled  out  of  the  governments  belonging  to  the  French,  nor  for 
the  tributes  of  his  own  countries  for  the  prefent  year ; but  he  was 
hereafter  to  pay  the  fame  for  them  as  had  been  paid  by  Vizeram- 
rauze,  and  the  father  of  Vizeramrauze.  If  Anunderauze  failed  in 
this  ffipulation,  Salabadjing  was  left  free  to  treat  him  ashepleafed; 
but  in  all  cafes  was  neither  to  affiff,  or  give  protedlion  to  the 
enemies  of  the  Englifh;  and  by  the  4th  article,  the  Englifh  engage 
neither  to  affiff,  or  give  protedlion  to  his.  The  territory  ceded  to 
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the  company  extended  80  miles  along  the  fea,  and  20  inland,  and  1759. 
the  revenues  amounted  to  400,000  rupees  a year. 

As  foon  as  the  treaty  was  figned,  Salabadjing  offered  Colonel  May. 
Forde  a diflridl  near  Mafulipatam,  as  a jaghire  or  penfion  for  him- 
felf,  if  he  would  accompany  him  with  part  of  the  Englifh  troops 
againft  his  brother  Nizamally.  Colonel  Forde,  with  as  much  ear- 
neflnefs,  requefted  his  affiftance  to  take  or  deflroy  the  French  army  ’ 
of  obfervation,  who  were  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood,  avowedly  ' 
under  the  protedlion  of  Baffaulet  Jung.  Neither  fide  had  the  lead: 
inclination  to  gratify  the  other,  and  Salabadjing  on  the  j8th 
marched  away  in  much  dlfgud  with  the  Englifh,  to  whom  he  Iiad 
confirmed,  without  any  reciprocal  benefit,  the  mod  advantageous 
acquifition  of  its  extent,  they  could  wifli  to  gain,  with  the  view  of 
maintaining,  on  the  whole  coad  of  Coromandel  from  Ganjam  to 
Cape  Comorin.  The  body  of  French  troops  eroded  the  Kridna, 
but  marched  to  the  wedward,  in  confequence  of  adlirances  from 
Baffaulet  Jung  to  take  them  into  his  fervice,  when  he  fhould  return, 
from  Hyderabad  to  his  own  government  of  Adoni.  The  Prefi- 
dency  of  Madrafs  confidered  Mafulipatam  as  dependant  on  their  au- 
thority, and  appointed  Mr.  Andrews,  with  a council,  to  manage 
the  revenue  and  trade : and  Colonel  Forde  remained  there  with  the 
troops,  in  expe6lation  of  orders  for  his  future  proceedings  from  the 
Prefidency  of  Bengal. 

Mr.  Tally,  with  the  French  army,  was  in  full  march  after  the 
Englifh,  when  he  received  the  news  at  Trivatore  that  they  had  taken 
Conjeveram,  on  which  he  halted ; but  fent  forward  the  partizan  Lam- 
bert, with  the  body  of  troops  he  commanded  apart  from  the  army, 
who  polled  themfelves  leven  miles  from  the  Englifh,  in  the  road  to 
Arcot,  in  order  to  prevent  the  incurfions  of  their  cavalry  into  thofe  * 

diftrifts ; but  the  Englifh  army  had  no  intention  to  ravage  a country 
they  intended  to  recover.  Lambert’s  party  confifled  of  300  either 
Topaffes  or  Europeans,  unfit  for  the  regular  battalions,  about  700 
Sepoys,  and  200  horfe.  They  had  been  detached  W'hilfl  the  two 
armies' fbme  time  before  were  facing  one  another  at  Conjeveram,  to 
retaliate  on  Kiflnarow,  the  Killidar  of  Thiagar,  the  ravages  he 
VoL.  II.  3 R had 
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1759.  kad  committed  in  the  adjacencies  of  Pondicherry,  and  to  retake  the 
forts  which  he  and  Mahomed  lifoof  had  reduced  whilfl  the  French 
army  were  preparing  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Paliar  to  attack 
Madrafs.  In  the  middle  of  March,  he  fet  down  before  Elavana- 
fore,  which  Kifinarow,  leaving  his  rock  of  Thiagar,  refolved  to 
defend  in  perfon ; continual  fklrmifhes  pafiTed  between  them  for 
ten  days,  when  Lambert,  feeing  no  probability  of  taking  the 
Qj  place  without  battering  cannon,  of  which  he  had  iijne,  marched 
away,  and  fet  down  before  Trivatore;  where  likewife  were  fome 
Sepovs  left  by  Mahomed  llToof,  and  fome  of  Kiflnarow’s,  who  were 
very  near  furrendering,  when  Lambert,  with  his  whole  detach- 
ment, was  recalled  to  the  main  army ; which  on  the  1 9th  advanced 
to  Covrepauk,  where  they  took  up  their  quarters,  hill  keeping 
Lambert’s  party  between  them  and  the  Englifh,  which  continued 
at  Conjeveram,  and  threw  up  redoubts  in  their  front,  and  on  their 
flanks. 

Soon  after  the  detachment  of  Gopaulrow’s  Morattoes  had  taken 
poffelfion  of  Tripetti,  he  received  orders  from  Balagerow  at  Poni, 
to  return  and  join  him  there  without  delay;  left  he  fhould  be 
flopped  bv  the  floods  of  the  Kriftna,  which  fwells  in  May-  He  ac- 
cordingly recalled  all  his  parties,  excepting  a fmall  detachment 
left  to  guard  Tripetti,  under  the  command  of  an  officer  named 
Narrain  Sauftry,  and  the  main  body  marched  away  from  the  paflfes 
of  Damalcherri,  in  the  beginning  of  April-  At  the  lame  time, 
Abdulwahab,  the  Nabob’s  brother,  was  permitted  to  return,  with 
his  troops,  to  Chandergerry ; from  whence  he  lent  them  againft 
'i'ri|x;tty,  of  which  they  got  pofiTelfion  after  a flight  refiftancei 
he  then  requefted  the  Prefidency  to  grant  him  the  farm  of  the  pa- 
goda; but  as  his  rank  exempted  him  from  controul,  the  Prefi- 
dency let  it  to  the  fame  renters  as  were  holding  it  when  taken  by 
the  French,  by  whom  they  had  likewife  been  continued  in  the 
management. 

Three  companies  of  Sepoys  fent  from  Tritchinopoly  joined  Kiftna- 
row  foon  after  Lambert’s  party  was  recalled  from  the  fouth,  with  whom 
and  his  own  troops  Kiftaarow  immediately  took  the  field  again,  and 
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ravaged  as  far  as  'Frivadi,  within  14  miles  of  Pondicherry,  and  I759* 
from  thence  to  Cuddalore,  wliere,  iince  the  reduftion  of  Fort  St. 

David,  the  French  kept  a garrilbn.  Some  bad  troops  were  feat 
from  both,  and  the  adjacent  diftri^b,  to  oppoi’e  him,  and  having 
amongft  them  30  Europeans,  and  he  none,  excepting  the  ferjeants 
of  the  Sepoys,  the  enemv  attacked  him  with  confidence,  and  were 
decihvely  beaten.  'Fen  of  their  Europeans,  and  a great  number  of 
their  country  troops,  were  killed.  Of  the  Englidi  Sepoys  30,  and 
nine  of  Kiftnarow’s  people;  but  the  enemy  left  beliind  them 
three  pieces  of  cannon,  a tumbril,  and  30  barrels  of  ammunition, 
which  he  carried  away  in  triumph  to  Thiagar ; and  from  thence 
lent  back  the  Englidi  Sepoys  to  Tritchinopoly.  This  fuccefs  was 
gained  in  the  beginning  of  May. 

A few  davs  after  the  reduclion  of  Conjeveram,  intelligence  u^as 
received,  that  the  garrifon  of  Sepoys  at  Palamcotah,  in  the  country 
of  I'inivelly,  had  ventured  to  ftand  an  engagement  in  the  field 
againft  hlaphuze  Khan  and  the  Pulitaver,  joined  by  moft  of  the  other 
Polygars,  and,  although  the  enemy  quitted  the  field,  lb  many  of 
the  Sepoys  were  killed  and  wounded,  that  the  garrifon  could  no 
longer  appear  out  of  the  fort.  It  had  before  been  refolved  to  fend 
IVlahomed  IlToof  into  the  Ibuthern  countries,  as  foon  as  the  armv  in 
the  field  could  be  diminifhed  without  rilque;  of  which,  the  caution 
of  the  French  army  at  Covrepauk  to  avoid  even  the  chance  of  Ikir- 
milhcs,  and  the  departure  of  the  Morattoes  with  Gopaulrow,  who 
might  have  joined  them,  no  longer  left  any  apprehenfions.  The 
troops  of  Tanjore  and  "Fondiman  v/ere  therefore  ordered  to  return, 
with  Mahomed  IfTooF s detachment,  and  the  w’hole  body  were  to  pafs 
by  Vicravandi  and  Trivadi,  in  order  to  alTift  Kiftnarow  in  ravaeino- 
the  French  diftribls  in  the  way.  They  let  out  together  on  the  26th 
of  April  : the  detachment  with  Mahomed  llToof  was  fix  companies 
of  Sepoys,  60  of  the  horfe,  and  fix  of  the  European  gunners  he 
brought  with  him,  and  two  field-pieces:  the  Tanjorines  were  300 
horfe,  and  Tondiman’s  troops  250,  with  1100  Colleries.  After  the 
firfi:  day’s  march,  the  troops  of  Tanjore  and  Tondiman  declared 
they  would  not  expofe  themlelves  to  the  rilque  of  paffing  through 
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the  enemy’s  diftrkh:s,  nor  of  croffing  the  Coleroon  near  them.  Ma- 
homed Ilfoof,  impatient  to  arrive  at  his  deftination,  yielded  to,  if 
he  did  not  fuggeft,  their  regugnance,  and  conlented  to  go  the  way 
they  chofe.  Accordingly,  they  all  quitted  the  Ifraight  road  to  the 
fouth,  and  ftriking  to  the  weft,  pafied  by  Arnee,  and  entered  the 
mountains  about  nine  miles  fouth  of  Velore:  then  continuing 
along  the  valley  of  Vaniambady,  they  came  out  at  another  j^als 
near  Tricalore,  and  burning  feven  or  eight  villages  under  the  fort 
which  were  held  by  the  French  renters,  they  arrived  at  Thiagar 
on  the  8th  of  May,  where  Kiftnarow  was  returned  from  his  ex- 
curfon  to  Trivadi.  The  Tanjorines  and  Tondimans,  thinking  the 
reft  of  the  country  from  Thiagar  fafe,  j^roceeded  home  more  like 
travellers  than  troops : but  Mahomed  Iftbof’s  detachment  marched 
on  in  regular  order  to  Tritchinopoly,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
14th;  and,  on  the  i6th,  having  taken  leave  of  the  Nabob,  he  con- 
tinued  his  march  to  Madura. 

Nothing  could  teftify  more  confidence  than  the  difmifiion  of 
fuch  a number  of  troops  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Their  diftreftes 
for  every  kind  of  fupply,  and  for  want  even  of  their  pay,  after  they 
arrived  at  Covrepauk,  deferred  Mr.  Tally  from  trufting  their  good- 
will in  adtion,  until  he  could  fatisfy  their  complaints.  For  this 
purpofe,  he  went  to  Arcot,  and,  having  detedled  various  frauds  in 
the  management  of  the  Amuldar  or  renter,  who  farmed  the  diftridls, 
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fined  him  40,000  rupees;  and  he  received  io,©oo  from  Mortizally 
of  Velore,  with  the  promife  of  fome  provifions,  to  refrain  from 
molefting  his  domain.  But  before  he  had  procured  thefe  aids,  he 
received  news,  that  the  Englifh  fquadron,  confifting  of  nine  fail  of 
the  line,  and  three  frigates,  had  arrived  on  the  28th  of  April  at 
Negapatam,  from  Bombay.  Their  appearance,  whilft  the  French 
army  was  at  fuch  a diftance,  alarmed  the  garrifon  at  Karical,  and 
even  Pondicherry  itfelf;  but  not  Mr.  Tally,  who,  on  the  contrary, 
thought  it  requifite  to  fhew  better  countenance,  and,  having  fatis- 
fied  immediate  wants  with  the  money  he  had  obtained,  marched 
on  the  6th  of  May  with  the  whole  army  from  Covrepauk,  and  en- 

camped 


Book  XI.  The  Carnatic.  497 

camped  the  next  day  at  Balchitty’s  choultry,  feven  miles  to  the  1759. 
well  of  Coiijeveram.  The  fituatiou  they  chofe  was  fliroiig,  and 
the  country  being  quite  level,  the  advanced  guards  of  the  two 
armies  were  in  fight  of  each  other. 

An  exchange  of  prifoners  had  been  fome  time  before  agreed  on, 
and  100  of  thofe  taken  at  Fort  St.  David  arrived  at  Chinglapet 
from  Pondicherry  on  the  6th,  which  enabled  the  Prefidency  of  Ma- 
drafs  to  reinforce  their  army  with  that  number,  although  of  other 
Europeans;  but  the  French  could  not  immediately  receive  an  equal 
advantage,  bccaufe  their  prifoners  were  releafed  from  Tritchinopolv, 
and  had  to  march  from  thence  to  Pondicherry.  Colonel  Brereton  fell 
at  this  time  dangeroufly  ill,  and  with  much  regret  was  obliged  to  be 
carried  into  Madrafs,  when  the  command  devolved  to  Colonel  Mon- 
fon,  the  next  officer  in  the  king’s  regiment,  who  immediately  made 
preparations,  and  on  three  fucceffive  days,  from  the  1 2th  to  the 
15th,  drew  the  army  out  of  the  lines,  offering  the  enemy  battle  in 
the  plain;  but  the  ground  of  their  encampment  was  too  ffrong  to  ' ' 

be  attacked  by  an  equal  force.  By  this  time,  the  refources  of  money 
and  provifions  which  Mr.  Tally  had  lately  procured  were  nearlv  ex- 
haufted,  and  the  Ibldiery  renewed  their  complaints,  which  moft  of 
the  officers,  from  perfonal  hatred  to  himfelf,  were  little  felicitous 
to  reprefs.  Knowing  their  difeontent,  he  would  not  venture  the 
battle  he  otherwife  wifhed,  (for  he  was  always  brave  and  impetuous, 
and  had  2000  Europeans  in  the  field,)  before  he  had  tried  how  far 
their  prejudices  might  influence  their  duty;  and  made  feveral  mo- 
tions, tending  to  no  great  confequence,  which  convinced  him,  that, 
in  their  prelent  mood,  they  would  not  fight  with  ardour  under  his 
command.  The  Englilh  army,  ignorant  of  the  motives,  were  much 
furprized  to  fee  the  whole  of  the  French  quitting  their  encamp- 
ment on  the  i5tb,  and  in  march  towards  Trivatore.  From  hence 
they  were  difpofed  into  different  cantonments.  Parties  were  fent  to 
Arcot,  Covrepauk,  and  Carangoly,  200  Europeans  to  Chittapet,  400 
with  the  field  artillery  to  Vandiwafli;.  1200,  with  100  European 
horfe,  marched  to  Pondicherry,  whither  IVT.  Tally  likewile  w^ent, , 
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refolved  not  to  m^et  the  EnglKh  again  m force,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  French  fquaclron,  which  v/as  daily  expeded  with  reinforcements. 
On  the  28th,  the  Englilh  army  was  diftribated  into  cantonments 
at  Chinglapet,  Conjeveram,  StreePermadore,  and  Mullewack,  which, 
with  the  forts  of  Pondamalee  and  TripalTore,  formed  a barrier  from 
the  river  Faliar  to  Pulicate.  'Fhe  French  had  fome  time  before 
•withdrau  n their  troops  from  Sadrafs,  and  reftored  the  fort  and  town 
to  the  Dutch. 

Thus  ended  this  campaign,  after  it  had  lafted  100  days,  during 
which  of  8 or  10,000  men  in  arms,  not  five  were  killed.  But  the 
principal  objeft  of  both  iides  was  to  proteft  their  refpeftive  territory, 
and  not  to  riik  an  engagement  without  jiofitive  advantage,  which 
neither  gave. 

Mr.  Tally  carried  with  him  to  Pondicherry  more  refentment  than 
ever  againft  the  governor,  the  council,  and  all  who  were  employed 
in  the  civil  adminiftration  of  the  company’s  affairs;  imputing  to 
their  malverfations  all  the  obftacles  and  impediments  which  ob- 
ftrudled  the  luccefs  of  his  arms.  The  council,  he  alledged,  received 
prefents  from  the  renters  of  all  the  diffridls,  who,  emboldened  by 
the  knowledge  of  their  peculations,  continually  evaded  the  regular 
payments,  or  infilled  on  rerniffions  in  the  terms  of  their  leafes : and 
whilft  the  public  treafury  was  thus  difappointed  or  defrauded  of  its 
incomes,  its  iffues  he  infilled  were  fquandered  with  equal  prodiga- 
lity, becaufe  the  council  and  their  dependants  held  fhares  in  all  the 
fupplies  for  the  public  fervice,  whether  in  the  camp  or  city.  Some- 
thing of  thefe  accufations  might  be  true;  but  hlr.  Dc  Leyiit,  the 
governor,  was  a man  of  diftinguilhed  moderation  and  equity ; and 
other  members  of  the  council  were  likewife  men  of  worth,  fuperior 
tofuch  praaices;  but  all  who  were  not,  Iheltered  their  own  cha- 
raders  under  the  public  dilbelief  of  the  calumnies  againll  thole  who 
\^-cre  guiltlefs  of  the  delinquencies  imputed  to  them : and  all  know- 
ing Mr.  Tally’s  averfion  to  Mr.  Bulky,  who  had  remained  ill  at 
Pondicherry  fmee  the  fiege  of  Madrafs,  paid  particular  court  to  his 
perfon  and  charafter,  and  continually  expreffed  their  regrets  at  the 
indiferetion  of  the  miniftry  in  France  appointing  Mr.  Tally  to  tho 
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ilipreme  command  in  India,  when  they  had  it  in  their  power  to 
have  employed  an  officer  of  fuch  approved  and  I'uceefsful  fervices  as 
Mr.  Buffiy. 

As  foon  as  the  main  body  of'the  French  army  arrived  at  Pondi- 
cherry, 6o  Europeans  were  feiit  to  Karical  ; againft  which  place, 
from  its  dilfance  and  fituation  on  the  fea-fhore,  although  a regular 
fortification,  Mr.  Lally  always  apprehended  a delcent  from  the  Eng- 
llfh  fquadron.  Another  party  was  prepared  to  attack  Kiilnarow, 
whofe  ravages  had  greatly  impaired  the  revenues  expe6Ied  from  the 
adjacent  diftridts ; but  did  not  take  the  field  until  the  24th,  which 
gave  time  to  Captain  Jofeph  Smith,  at  Tritchinopoly,  to  fend  three 
companies  of  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  Hunterman,  the  fer- 
jeant-major  of  the  garrilbn,  who  arrived  at  Thiagar  before  the 
French  party  ; which  thereupon  returned  to  Trivadl : where  they 
remained  waiting  for  detachments 'until  they  were  fli  engthened  to 
200  'l^ropeans,  1500  Sepoys,  40  HufTars,  500  black  horfe,  and 
eight  guns,  and  were  llkewife  joined  by  the  matchlocks  and  peons 
of  the  French  dlftridls  : when,  by  forced  marches,  they  fuddenly  in- 
vcfled  Elavanafore  on  the  5th  of  July  ; and  took  it  by  affault  on  the 
iith.  Kiftnarow  himfelf  was  in  Thiagar;  his  gallantry,  and  the 
importance  of  the  place,  which  protebled  all  the  diflridfs  fouthward- 
toward  Tritchinopoly,  determined  Captain  Smith  to  make  an  effort 
for  their  prefervation,  \vhich  the  ftrength  of  his  garrifon  could, 
ill  afford.  Forty  Europeans,  with  three  guns,  and  fix  companies 
of  Sepoys,  marched  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Raillard,  a 
Swifs,  and  before  they  reached  Volcondah  were  joined  by  1000 
horfe,  which  the  Nabob  had  levied  fince  his  arrival  at  Tritchinopoly,, 
intending  to  employ  them  in  the  Madura  and  Tinivelly  countries, 
which  he  expedled  would  have  been  left  to  his  management.  Kifc- 
narow,  on  hearing  of  the  march  of  Raillard’s  detachment,  came  out 
of  Thiagar  with  all  his  horfe,  and  fome  Sepoys,  in  the  night  of 
the  1 2th,  and  the  next  day  joined  him  at  Volcondah.  Serjeant 
Flunterman,  with  the  reft  of  the  three  companies  of  Sepoys  he  had 
brought,  and  what  foot  Kiftnarow  ufually  kept  in  Thiagar,  re-, 
mained  to  defend  it,  until  his  return  with  the  reinforcement.  At. 
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break  of  day  on  the  14th,  the  whole  body  of  the  French  troops, 
now  commanded  by  the  Vifcount  Fnmel,  who  had  made  a forced 
march  in  the  night  from  Elavanafore,  appeared  before  the  pettah  at 
the  bottom  of  the  rock,  and  invefling  it  on  e\^ery  fide  on  the  plain, 
brought  two  guns  againft  the  two  oppofite  gates  on  the  north  and 
fouth,  and  dil'pofed  two  parties  to  efcalade  in  other  places.  The 
fight  was  every  where  fharp ; both  the  efcalades  and  the  attack  on 
the  north  gate  were  repulfed  ; but  after  two  hours,  the  enemy  forced 
the  other,  and  brought  their  guns  into  the  town,  and  Hunterman, 
ftill  unwilling  to  give  up,  had  nearly  been  cut  off  in  his  retreat  to 
the  gateway  of  the  paffage  leading  up  to  the  fort  above,  which  he 
however  gained,  having  loff  one-third  of  his  Sepoys  ; but  the  enemy 
more,  having  200  of  theirs,  and  30  Europeans  killed  and  wound- 
ed. They  had  fcarcely  difpofed  their  guards,  when  their  fcouts 
brought  word,  that  the  troops  with  Ralliard  and  Kiffnarow  were 
approaching,  and  were  within  a few  miles  ; on  which  Fumel,  with 
the  impetuofity  of  his  nation  on  fuccefs,  marched  out  with  moff  of 
the  troops,  but  without  the  field-pieces;  and  met  the  Englifh,  who 
were  advancing  faft  on  the  plain  within  two  miles  from  the  fort. 
Ralliard,  thinking  the  advantage  of  his  two  field-pieces  greater  than 
it  really  was,  halted  his  line  to  cannonade,  which  the  enemy  flood; 
and,  inftead  of  coming  on  as  Ralliard  expedled,  waited  till  their 
own,  which  were  five,  came  up,  when  they  fired  amongff  the  Na- 
bob’s cavalry,  and  knocked  down  feveral;  on  which  the  whole  of 
this  daffardly  body  went  off,  and  left  the  infantry  unflanked.  Ral- 
liard and  Kiffnarow  were  in  this  inffant  riding  towards  the  cavalry, 
to  lead  them  up  to  the  enemy’s;  and,  hurried  by  vexation,  followed 
in  hopes  of  rallying  them,  and  left  the  infantry  without  command ; 
againft  whom  the  enemy,  feeing  the  horfe  going  off,  advanced  to 
the  pufli  of  bayonet.  There  was,  not  far  in  the  rear  of  the  Englifh 
line,  a village,  in  which  the  oxen  with  the  ammunition  and  the  ftores 
were  waiting ; and  the  gunners,  thinking  it  a fafe  ftation  to  fecure 
the  field-pieces,  turned,  and  began  to  draw  them  off  as  faft  as  they 
•could,  thinking  they  fhould  be  covered  by  the  reft  of  the  infantry; 
who,  confufed  by  thefe  various  appearances  of  terror  in  others,  took 
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panic  thernfelves,  and  broke,  before  the  enemy’s  Europeans  were  at 
their  breads ; and  all  inftantly  fell  under  the  fabres  of  their  black 
cavalry : meanwhile  the  exhortations  ot  Ralliard  and  Kiflnarow  were 
vain  to  retain  the  Nabob’s,  who  went  off  on  the  full  gallop  in  the 
road  to  Tritchinopoly.  All  the  Europeans  were  killed,  or  made  pri- 
foners:  all  the  Sepoys  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fuffered  more, 
as  the  enemy  did  not  think  them  worth  taking,  and  only  200  of  them 
got  back  to  Tritchinopoly.  Kiftnarow,  feeing  all  lolf,  followed  the 
Nabob’s  cavalry;  R,alliard  rode  back  to  the  enemy,  difeharged  his 
plifols  at  the  firll  he  met,  and  then  galloped  out  of  their  reach.  He 
was  afterwards  found  dead  five  miles  from  the  field  of  a61:ion;  his 
head  and  bread:  bruifed  with  violent  ftrokes  of  his  piftol,  under  w hich 
he  is  fuppofed,  as  he  had  neither  cartridges  nor  fword,  to  have  ex- 
pired, and  to  have  infliffed  this  fevere,  but  needlefs  execution  on 
himfelf,  to  avoid  the  difgrace  of  his  defeat.  The  enemy  returned  to 
Thiagar,  and  fummoned  Kidnarow’s  officer  in  the  upper  fort  to  fur- 
render,  w'ho,  encouraged  by  Serjeant  Hunterman,  refufed;  w'hich 
obliged  them  to  fend  to  Chittapet  and  Vandiwafh,  for  three  mortars, 
and  more  Europeans.  They  fired  and  bombarded  the  rock  until  the 
25th;  when  Hunterman,  having  nearly  expended  all  the  ammuni- 
tion, capitulated  to  600  Europeans,  and  obtained  honourable  terms 
for  the  wdiole  garrifon,  Kidnarow’s  people  as  w^ell  as  the  Englifh 
Sepoys;  all  being  permitted  to  march  aw'ay  with  their  arms,  their 
perfons  wdthout  fearch,  their  baggage  on  oxen,  and  under  an  efcort 
of  French  troops  to  the  didance  they  chofe:  the  artillery  only  ex- 
cepted. The  gallantry  of  Hunterman  w'as  rew'^arded  with  an  Enlign’s 
commiffion. 

Nothing  of  confequence  had  pad'ed  between  the  two  armies  fince 
they  went  into  cantonments,  except  reciprocal  excurfions  of  fmall 
parties  to  drive  od'  cattle,  of  which  the  Englifli  colle6fed  5 or  6000. 
The  French  garrifon  in  the  fort  of  Arcot  confided  of  60  Europeans 
and  fix  companies  of  Sepoys:  and  being  as  ill  paid  as  the  red  of  the 
troops,  the  Sepovs  made  overtures  to  Colonel  Monfon,  proffering 
to  deliver  up  the  fort  for  a rew'ard  in  money.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
Kellidar  of  Covrepauk,  in  wliich  w'ere  only  ten  Europeans,  and  he 
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1759*  of  Timery,  who  had  none,  offered  likewife  to  fell  their  forts.  Ti- 
mery,  from  its  diftance,  was  not  deemed  worth  the  purchafe;  but 
the  reputation  of  Arcot,  and  the  communication  with  it  by  Covre- 
pauk,  induced  the  Prefidency  to  accept  the  terms  of  thefe  forts,  al- 
though coftly.  But  the  Sepoys  at  Arcot,  when  the  day  of  execu- 
tion approached,  confelfed  that  they  could  not  fucceed;  and  a few 
days  after  200  Europeans  were  fent  into  the  fort  from  \ andiwafh, 
but  not,  as  it  feemed,  from  any  lufpicion  of  the  plot.  However, 
their  march  ftopped  the  bargain  with  Covrepauk. 

Narrain  Sauftry,  the  Morattoe  officer,  whom  Abdulwahab  had 
driven  from  Tripetty,  took  up  his  refidence  in  Carcambaddy,  a 
tovv'n  in  the  hills,  i 5 miles  dilfant,  belonging  to  a petty  Polygar,  fub- 
je6l  to  a greater  called  the  Matlaver,  with  whofe  affilfance  he  raifed 
forces,  moftly  fuch  as  were  to  be  found  in  thofe  wilds  ; and  in  the 
night  of  the  30th  of  June,  by  a bye-path  in  the  mountain  of  Tri- 
petty, got  polfeffioa  of  the  temple  on  the  fummit.  The  troops 
maintained  by  the  renter,  and  two  companies  of  Sepoys  with  Enfign 
Wilcox,  were  in  the  town  below,  which  commands  the  ufual  path 
of  the  pilgrims  to  the  pagoda.  Narrain  Saulfry  therefore  waited  for 
another  force,  which  the  JVIatlaver  was  to  fend ; when  one  from  the 
rock,  and  the  other  from  the  plain,  were  to  furprize  the  town. 
They  accordingly  made  the  attack  on  the  9th  of  July  at  four  in  the 
morning;  and,  after  fkirmifhing  an  hour,  were  beaten  off,  with  the 
lofs  of  20  men  killed  and  wounded;  but  the  Morattoes  fflll  kept 
poffeffion  of  the  pagoda.  A few  days  after,  the  town  was  rein- 
forced by  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs,  with  three  companies  of  Sepoys, 
1 5 Europeans,  and  a Imall  gun.  None  but  Indians,  and  they  of 
the  better  caffs,  are  permitted  to  afcend  the  hill  on  which  the  pagoda 
ffands ; for  the  Bramins  pretend,  that  if  the  fummit  fhould  be 
trodden  by  forbidden  feet,  all  the  virtue  of  the  pagoda  in  the  re- 
miffionof  fins  would  be  loff,  until  reffored  by  an  immenfe  purification. 
Not  apprized  of  this  creed,  the  Sepoys  lent  by  the  Prefidency  were 
as  ufual  a mixture  of  Mahomedans  and  various  caffs  of  Indians,  fo 
that  out  of  the  fix  hundred,  only  80  were  worthy  to  mount  to  the 
afiault:  and  the  Europeans  were  utterly  excluded.  The  renter 
1 neverthelefs 
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neverthelefs,  with  the  8o  Sepoys,  and  his  peons  and  matchlocks, 
in  all  not  exceeding  500  men,  ventured  to  attack  the  enemy  in  pol- 
fefTion  of  the  pagoda,  and  was  repulfed  with  lofs , but  the  blood  Ihed 
in  the  attack  did  not  unfanflify  the  pagoda. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June,  three  of  the  ufual  fliips  arrived  from 
England,  with  200  recruits,  fent  by  the  Company;  and  brought 
intelligence,  that  the  84th  regiment  of  1000  men,  in  the  king’s 
fervice,  were  coming  in  other  fhips,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Coote,  the  fame  officer  whom  we  have  feen  ferving 
in  Bengal  with  the  rank  of  Major;  he  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Company’s  troops  in  Bengal ; but  with  permiffion  to 
flop  and  ferve  with  his  regiment,  if  more  neceffary,  on  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel.  The  fatisfaflion  arifing  from  this  intelligence  u as  in 
Ibme  meafure  imj)alred  by  a refolution  of  the  Court  of  direftors  ; 
who,  dazzled  by  the  wealth  acquired  in  Bengal  from  the  revolution  of 
Plaffiy,  and  by  reprefentations  of  its  fufficiency  to  fupply  their  other 
])refidencies,  had  determined  to  fend  no  more  treafure  to  any  of  them 
until  the  year  1760;  but  for  every  reafon  this  intelligence  was  kept 
within  the  council. 

At  this  time  likewife,  200  Engliffi  prifoners  were  received  from 
Pondicherry,  in  exchange  for  the  fame  number  of  French  releafed 
at  Tritchinopoly ; but  more  than  one  half  of  the  Englllh  were  tea- 
men, taken  in  the  frigates  flranded  at  St.  David’s,  and  other  veffels; 
who  were  immediately  fent  away  to  the  fquadron,  which  was  cruiz- 
ing to  the  tbuthward.  However,  thefe  additions  to  the  army  enabled 
the  Prefidency  to  extend  their  attention  to  objects  they  had  been 
obliged  to  neglect,  in  order  to  make  head  in  the  adjacencies  of 
Madrafs  : and  90  Eurojjeans,  of  whom  20  were  invalids,  and  the 
others  not  the  heft  men,  were  fent  to  Tritchinojioly,  j^roceeding  by 
lea  to  Negapatam,  and  from  thence  through  the  country  of 
Tanjore. 

Th  rec  companies  of  Sepoys  had  been  lent  to  bring  away  as  many 
of  the  French  prifoners  as  they  could  guard  from  Mafulipatam. 
As  the  fea  u as  adverfe,  they  marched  by  land,  and  were  joined  on 
the  road  by  i 00  horfc  of  Nazcabulla’s,  from  Nelore.  I'hey  arrived  at 
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Mafullpatam  on  the  ift  of  June,  and  on  the  1 5th  began  their  march 
back  with  200  of  the  prifoiiers;  but  on  the  3d  day  were  recalled  by 
Colonel  Forde,  in  confequence  of  intelligence  which  threatened  their 
farther  progrefs  with  danger. 

The  Sabah  Salabadjing,  on  his  return  from  Mafulipatam,  halted 
within  four  days  of  H}derabad,  and  commenced  a negotiation  with 
his  brother  Nizamally.  An  interview  enfaed,  which  was  followed 
by  a reconciliation,  and  concluded  by  the  reftoration  of  Nizamally 
to  the  lame  extenfive  powers  in  the  government  of  the  Decan, 
which  had  excited  the  apprehenfions  of  Mr.  and  the  mortal 

hatred  of  both  to  each  other,  in  the  beginning  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  This  revolution  in  the  adminiftration  deprived  Baf- 
faulet  Jung,  the  other  brother,  of  all  his  power ; which  had  been  con- 
liderable  as  Daan,  and  little  controled  by  the  indolence  of  Sala- 
badjing. He  therefore  marched  away  in  leeming  difguft  with  his 
brothers;  but  with  moll:  againfl  the  ableft;  and  took  with  him  the 
troops  which  had  formed  Conflans’  army  of  obfervation.  They  were 
200  Europeans,  and  the  2000  Sepoys  under  the  command  of  Zul- 
facar  Jung;  his  own  w'ere  1500  good  horfe,  and  5000  foot  of  va- 
rious forts,  with  a train  of  heavy  artillery.  They  recrolTed  the 
Kriftna,  fummoning  acknowledgments,  and  plundering  the  coun- 
try; and  when  Bonjour’s  detachment,  fet  out  from  Mafulipatam, 
were  arrived  at  Condavire,  within  50  miles  of  the  road  of  his  march. 
From  hence,  Balfaulut  Jung,  and  his  principal  officers,  fent  forward 
threatenins  letters  to  Nazeabulla  at  Nelore,  and  the  three  c^reater 
Polygars,  as  well  as  all  the  lelTer  ones  along  the  Pennar,  ordering 
them  to  account  fot  their  lhares  of  the  tribute  with  the  arrears,  due 
to  the  throne  through  the  officiality  of  the  Subah  of  the  Decan, 
by  whom  BalTaulet  Jung  pretended  he  was  commiffioned  to  call  them 
to  account;  and,  as  a more  effedlual  terror,  gave  out,  that  he  ffiould 
pafs  through  their  countries,  in  order  to  join  the  French  at  Arcot. 
The  ftyle  of  his  letters,  and  hill  more  his  approach,  had  deterred 
Nazeabulla,  as  well  as  the  northern  Polygars,  from  giving  any  affif- 
tance  to  the  Englifh  in  recovering  the  mountain  of  Tripetti; 
although  all  applied  to  Madrafs  for  affiftance  to  defend  themfelves. 
This  conflernation  was  hrong,  when  the  renter  was  repiilfed  in  the 
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attack  of  the  mountain;  and,  on  the  news  of  his  ill  fuccefs,  200  1759- 

of  the  black  horfe,  with  three  companies  of  Sepoys,  were  fent  from 
the  army  at  Conjeveram  to  Tripafibre,  where  they  would  be  in  readi- 
nefs  either  to  fuccour  the  renter,  Nazeabullah,  the  Polygars,  or  to 
march  on  to  join  Bonjour’s  detachment,  if  returning.  But  this  party 
was  fcarcely  arrived  at  Tripaffore,  when  the  prehdency  received  in- 
telligence from  Enfign  Wilcox,  that  a detachment  of  Europeans,  Se- 
poys, and  horfe,  fent  from  Arcot  to  Narrain  Sauftry,  were  marching 
round  the  hills,  in  order  to  attack  the  troops  in  the  town  of  Tripetti ; 
which  if  they  fhould  take,  the  revenues  of  the  approaching  feaft  in 
September  would  be  loft,  and  the  recovery  of  the  pagoda,  refifted  by 
French  troops,  rendered  hereafter  much  more  difficult;  whereas,  in 
the  prefent  ftate,  Narrain  Sauftry  in  pofleflion  of  the  mountain,  and 
the  Englifh  of  the  town,  neither  at  leaft  could  get  any  thing,  except- 
ing by  a compromife.  The  importance  of  this  obje6f,  and  of  the 
other  concerns  in  this  quarter,  determined  the  prefidency  to  fend 
Major  Calliaud,  with  200  Europeans  and  300  Sepoys.  They  arrived  n 
at  Tripetti  on  the  8 th  of  July;  but,  as  before,  the  reinforcement  of 
Sepoys  furnifhed  few  of  the  right  fort  to  attack  the  mountain.  Cal- 
liaud therefore  marched  with  the  Europeans,  four  companies  of 
Sepoys,  and  two  guns,  againft  Carcambaddy,  the  way  over  hills  and 
vallies,  covered  with  wood,  but  inhabited  by  a people  fit  only  for 
fkulking  attacks,  although  of  no  contemptible  caft,  being  entitled 
to  the  pagoda  of  Trijjetti.  They  fired  continually  from  the  thickets 
and  covers,  and  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  the  line  before  they 
forced  the  firft  barrier.  At  the  fecond,  Major  Calliaud  with  much 
difficulty  got  one  of  the  guns  upon  a rock,  which  flanked  the  barrier, 
and  the  firft  difcharge,  loaded  with  grape,  killed  the  Polygar  and  fe- 
veral of  his  men,  after  which  the  detachment  met  no  farther  refif- 
tance.  They  w^ere  feven  hours  gaining  their  way,  and  arrived  at  three 
in  the  afternoon  at  the  Polygar’s  town  ; which  they  found  abandon- 
ed, burnt  it  down,  and  deftroyed  the  adjoining  plantations.  The  next 
day  they  returned  to  Tripetti,  and  Calliaud  thinking  the  enemy  in 
the  mountain  would  be  as  much  difcouraged,  as  the  renter’s  people 
were  elated  by  this  fuccefs,  fent  all  the  fit  men  of  his  Sepoys,  who, 
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with  the  renter’s,  did  not  exceed  fix.^ hundred,  although  Narrain 
Sauftry  had  twice  as  many,  to  attack  the  pagoda  again ; which  the 
enemy,  after  Ikirmilhing  three  hours,  abandoned,  and  all  ran  away 
to  take  fhelter  in  the  hills  of  Matlaver.  Four  of  the  renter’s  men 
were  killed,  and  20  wounded.  Every  thing  being  thus  quieted  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  no  farther  tidings  of  the  French  party  from 
Arcot,  Calliaud  fet  out  on  his  return  on  the  i8th  with  all  the 
troops  he  had  brought,  excepting  ten  Europeans,  whom  he  left 
with  Wilcox. 

No  party  of  Europeans  had  marched  from  Arcot  againft  Tripetti, 
and  the  report  arofe  from  the  plundering  excurfion  of  fome  Scj)oys 
and  horfe  in  the  Ikirts  of  Bomerauze’s  country,  to  fecond  a demand 
they  were  making  on  him  of  60,000  rupees.  Neverthelefs  the 
advices  were  fo  intirely  credited  at  Madrafs,  that  Colonel  Brereton, 
without  waiting  to  advife  with  the  council,  ordered  Major  Monfon 
to  move  the  army  from  Conjeveram  towards  Arcot,  as  nearer  to 
fuccour  whatfoever  the  enemy  might  intend  to  diftrefs.  They 
marched  on  the  5th;  and  on  the  7th  in  the  morning  appeared  be- 
fore Covrepauk,  with  two  18  and  two  12-pounders.  This  fort  is 
fmall,  but  well-built  of  flone,  and  has  a wet  ditch,  which  was  in 
eood  order.  Colonel  Monfon  fummoned  the  officer,  more  accordinsr 
to  form  than  his  own  expedlation  of  the  anfwer  he  received,  which 
was,  that,  if  the  garrifon,  whites  and  blacks,  were  permitted  to 
retire  to  Arcot,  the  foldiers  with  their  knapfacks,  and  the  officers 
with  their  effe6ls,  the  gate  ffiould  be  immediately  delivered  ; the  ca- 
pitulation was  tranfafted  and  concluded  in  lefs  than  an  hour.  This 
eafy  fuccefs,  for  the  fort  was  worthy  of  breach,  gave  hopes  that  the 
French  garrifon  of  Arcot  would  not  make  all  the  defence  they 
might;  and  as  the  fituation  was  equally  near  to  Tripetti,  the  army 
advanced,  and  arrived  in  the  city  on  the  9th.  The  garrifon  fhewed 
good  countenance,  and  their  artillery  was  fo  fuperior,  that  nothing 
could  be  done,  until  the  Englifh  army  were  fupplied  with  a train 
from  Madrafs,  before  which  the  greateft  part  of  the  French  army 
misht  arrive  from  their  different  cantonments  to  the  relief  of  Arcot; 
and  for  this  reafon,  Major  Monfon,  before  he  received  the  orders  of 
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the  prefidency,  marched  back  to  Coiijevei  am ; but  left  400  Euro- 
peans of  the  Company’s  troops  in  Covrepauk,  which  fecured  the  re- 
venues of  the  country  between  thefe  two  flations. 

Mr.  Pococke,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  French  fquadron,  had 
continued  with  his  own  to  windward  of  Pondicherry,  moflly  at 
Negapatam,  where  they  were  plentifully  fupplied  with  cattle  by 
Captain  Jofeph  Smith  at  Tritchinopoly,  who  caufed  them  to  be 
driven  to  the  fea-coaft,  out  of  the  obfervation  of  the  king  of  Tanjore. 
In  the  end  of  June,  aDanifh  veffel  arriving  at  Tranquebar,  reported, 
that  12  fail  of  French  Ihips  were  in  the  bay  of  Trincanomaly  in 
Ceylon ; on  which,  the  whole  fquadron  weighed  on  the  30th,  and 
on  the  3d  of  July  came  off  the  mouth  of  that  harbour ; where 
they  neither  law,  nor  gained  any  tidings  of,  the  French  fhips.  Mr. 
Pococke  then  cruized  off  the  Fryar’s  Hood,  the  n.  e.  headland  of 
the  ifland,  which  all  veffels  coming  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel 
at  this  feafon  endeavour  to  make,  and,  in  this  ftation,  met  five  of  the 
expedled  fhips  from  England,  with  the  firft  divifion  of  Coote’s  regi- 
ment, with  which  he  returned,  and  anchored  on  the  30th  at  Nega- 
patam ; keeping  them  in  company  until  the  provifions  and  flores 
they  had  brought  for  the  ufe  of  his  fquadron  were  taken  out.  The 
prefidency  received  advices  of  their  arrival  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  and 
notwithflanding  the  various  wants  of  men  at  this  time  for  defence 
and  attack  on  fhore,  requeued  Mr.  Pococke  to  detain  the  troops,  to 
ferve  with  him  in  the  expended  engagement  with  the  French  Iqua- 
dron.  Several  advices  had  lately  been  received,  that  the  Dutch  go* 
vernment  of  Batavia,  their  capital  in  the  Eafd-Indies,  were  preparing 
an  armament,  which  was  to  fail  to  the  bay  of  Bengal;  and  on  the 
8th  fix  fliips  arrived  at  Negapatam,  having  left  another  in  the  bay 
of  Trincanomaly.  They  had  on  board  500  European  foldiers,  and 
1500  difciplined  Malays,  with  abundance  of  military  flores.  Various 
reports  and  conje61ures  were  formed  of  the  deflination  of  this  force. 
The  Dutch  themfelves  gave  out,  that  it  was  chiefly  intended  to  re- 
inforce their  garrifons  on  the  coafl: ; and  their  unavowed  emiffaries 
reported,  that  the  whole  were  to  a6l  as  auxiliaries  to  the  Englifh 
againftthe  French  on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel.  Mr.  Pococke  knew 
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how  much  the  military  force  in  Bengal  had  been  dimiiiifhed  by  tlie 
expedition  to  Malulipatam,  and  might  I'uffer  by  the  ufual  mortality  of 
the  climate  ; and  reafoning  from  the  antipathy  of  the  Dutch  eovern- 
ment  to  the  great  fuccefles  and  power  which  the  Engl  iHr  had  lately  ac- 
quired in  Bengal,  fui'pefted  that  the  armament  he  faw  was  principally 
intended  to  reduce  their  influence  in  that  country ; and,  with  the 
Ipirit  of  conflderate  gallantry,  and  zeal  for  the  general  fuccefs  of  the 
public  fervice,  y'hich  on  all  occalions  diflinguilhed  his  command, 
fent  all  the  troops  to  Madrafs,  recommending,  that  a part  of  them 
might  be  immediately  forwarded  to  Bengal.  They  were  all  landed 
by  the  25th,  and  marched  in  different  parties,  as  foon  as  refreflied,  to 
the  main  body  at  Conjeveram,  where  Colonel  Brereton,  haying  reco- 
vered from  his  illnefs,  again  took  the  command. 

A few  days  after  the  return  of  Major  Calliaud  from  Tripetti,  the 
Polygar  of  Carcambaddy  with  his  own,  and  a number  of  the  Mat- 
laver’s  people,  began  to  repair  the  town  ; on  which  Enfign  Wilcox 
marched  with  the  25  Europeans,  300  of  the  Sepoys,  and  an  iron 
three-pounder.  They  were  galled  the  whole  way,  and  obliged  to 
force  the  three  barriers  in  the  path;  and  when  they  came  to  the 
open  fpot  of  the  town,  where  they  expe£led  no  refiftanee,  met  the 
moft,  by  a continual  fire  from  the  thickets  round.  Wilcox  never- 
thelefs  ])erfifl;ed,  and,  being  aimed  at,  received  at  once  three  mufket- 
balls,  and  was  mortally  wounded.  On  which  the  troops  put  him 
into  a dooley  and  retreated,  likewife  bringing  off  the  gun.  The 
enemy  did  not  follow  them  earneftly  ; fo  that  the  lofs  was  only  three 
Bluropeans  killed,  and  14  Sepoys  wounded. 

The  French  party  of  Sepoys  and  black  horfe  from  Arcot,  had  been 
beaten  back  by  Bomerauze’s  people,  and  lay  at  Lallapet,  near  the 
mountains,  10  miles  n.  w.  of  Arcot,  waiting  an  opportunity  of  renew- 
ing their  incurfion;  but  were  beaten  up  there  on  the  26th,  by 
three  companies  of  Sepoys,  and  the  troops  of  the  renter  of  Covrejiauk, 

' lent  by  Captain  Wood,  who  commanded  in  the  fort.  I'he  enemy 
fled  at  the  firft  fire,  leaving  70  mulkets,  and  i 7 horfes,  and  the  Se- 
poys remained  to  guard  the  nearefl:  pafs  leading  from  Lallapet  into 
Bomerauze’s  country. 
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Ballaulet  Jung,  v/ith  his  army,  had,  in  this  while,  continued  his  1759. 
march  from  Condavir  to  the  Ibuth,  and,  having  paffed  Ongole,  at- 
tacked  the  fort  of  Pollore,  about  30  miles  teethe  north  of  Nelore 
and  the  river  Pennar,  which,  although  out  of  the  country  of  Damer- 
la-Venkyta[)ah-naigue,  was  of  his  dependance.  This  fuccefs  en- 
creafed  the  fright  of  all  the  three  polygars,  and  of  Nazeabulla  in 
Nelore;  and  all  renewed  their  applications  to  Madrais  for  immediate 
affiftance,  and  the  'Pripetty  renter  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  Baffaulet 
Jung  intended  to  get  poffehion  of  the  pagoda,  before  the  great  feaff, 
which  begins  in  the  middle  of  September,  and  generally  produces 
2o,oool. ; and  it  vras  known  that  Baifaulet  Jung  was  in  ftricl  cor- 
reijDondence  vrith  Pondicherry. 

To  thele  alarms  on  the  north  of  the  province,  were  added  others 
in  the  fouth.  The  detachment  withFumel  which  had  taken  Thia- 
gar  had  advanced  as  far  as  Volcondah,  where,  after  many  threats  and 
meffages,  they  had  frightened  the  Kellidar  out  of  60,000  rupees  ; 
and,  during  the  negooiation,  their  horfe  plundered  as  far  as  the 
freights  of  Utatoor.  It  was  then  reported,  that  Fumel  Intended  to 
advance  v/ith  the  whole,  and  take  poffeffion  of  the  ifland  of  Sering- 
ham,  which  would  give  them  all  the  country  between  Thiagar  and 
Tritchinopoly.  This  detachment  cculd  not  be  oppofed  in  time  from 
Madrafs  ; becaufe  the  interjacent  country  was  under  the  enemy’s 
garrifons  ; and  whatfoever  troops  might  be  fent  from  hence,  pro- 
ceeding half  way  by  fea  againft  the  monfoon,  and  then  through 
the  country  of  Tanjore,  would  not  enter  into  adlion  in  lefs  than 
fix  weeks,  and  then,  if  fuccefsful,  would  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
recall.  Tritchinopoly  was  the  nearcfl  Ifation  to  make  head  againft 
them ; but  the  whole  garrifon  would  not,  in  the  field,  have  been 
equal  to  the  force  with  Fumel. 

Fortunately,  in  this  concurrence  of  perplexities,  the  diftreftes  and 
difeontent  of  the  French  army  had  continued  as  urgent  as  ever,  even 
after  the  expence  of  the  campaign  was  diminiftied  by  their  retreat 
into  quarters.  In  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  whole  of  Tally’s  re-  Aug«ft. 
giment,  excepting  the  ferjeants  and  corporals,  and  50  of  the  fol- 
diers,  mutinied,  and  marched  out  of  the  fort  of  Chittapet,  declar- 
ing, that  they  would  not  return  to  their  colours,  until  they  had 
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received  their  pay,  of  which  many  months  was  in  arrears.  Their 
officers,  by  furnifliing  their  own  money,  and  engaging  their  honour 
for  more,  brought  them  back,  excepting  30,  who  difperfed  about  the 
country:  but  this  defefhon,' which  the  caufe  exempted  from  rigo- 
rous puniffiment,  ffiook  the  difcipline  of  the  whole  army. 

From  this  view  of  circumfrances,  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs  re- 
folved  to  leave  fomething  to  chance  in  the  extremities,  rather  than 
diminilh  the  fuperiority,  which  their  force  had  lately  acquired  in  the 
center  of  the  province,  by  the  reinforcements  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, and,  the  enemy’s  detachment  to  the  fouthward  ; and  determined 
to  employ  this  advantage  immediately  againft  \"andiwaffi,  the  mod: 
important  of  the  enemy’s  flations  between  Madrafs  and  Pondicherry. 
Accordingly  300  Europeans,  with  two  twelve-pounders,  and  all  the 
ftores  neceflary  for  the  attack,  were  fent  to  Chinglapet ; but  whilft 
on  the  road,  and  before  the  main  body  had  moved  from  Conjeveram, 
arrived  the  Revenge,  on  the  night  of  the  loth  of  September,  with 
important  intelligence  from  the  fquadron. 

The  Dutch  at  Negapatam,  pretending  that  their  aimament  from 
Batavia  required  the  fervice  of  all  their  madbolah  boats,  would  Ijjare 
none  to  water  the  Englilh  ffiips ; to  procure  wdiich,  Mr.  Pococke 
failed  on  the  20th  with  the  fquadron  forTrinconamalee,  where  com- 
mon boats  can  ply  to  the  fhore.  They  anchored  there  on  the  3cth, 
but  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour ; and  the  Revenge  was  fent  for- 
ward to  cruize  off  the  Friar’s  flood.  On  the  2d  of  September,  at 
ten  in  the  morning,  fome  ffiips  were  difeovered  to  the  s.  e.  Soon 
after  came  down  the  Revenge,  chafed  and  fired  upon  by  one  of  the 
grangers,  which  denoted  them  to  be  the  long-expedled  enemy.  The 
Engliffi  fquadron  weighed  immediately,  and  could  not  get  within 
cannon-ffiot  of  them  by  fun-fet ; but  perceived  that  the  number  and 
ftrength  of  the  ffiips  greatly  exceeded  the  force  they  had  met  the 
year  before. 

Mr.  D’Ache  having  left  the  coalf,  as  we  have  feen,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  arrived,  after  thirty  days  fail,  at  the  Ifle  of  France, 
and  found  in  the  port  a reinforcement  of  three  men  of  war,  under 
(•he  command  of  Mr.  D’Eguille,  an  officer  of  experience  and  reputa- 
4 tion, 
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tion.  Several  of  the  company’s  vefifels,  but  none  of  force,  for  enough  1 75^. 
had  been  Tent  before,  were  iikewife  arrived  from  France.  The  crews 
of  all  thefe  Ihips  amounted  to  5500  men,  and  all  the  provihons 
which  could  be  collcfted  in  the  ifles,  or  even  drawn  from  hlada- 
gafcar,  with  the  fupplies  fent  from  Europe,  were  inlufficient  to  feed 
this  multitude,  added  to  the  numbers  already  in  the  colony,  which 
they  nearly  equalled.  Several  councils  were  held  on  this  diftrefs, 
and  it  was  at  length  determined  to  fend  one  of  the  men  of  war, 
with  eight  of  the  Company’s  fbips,  which  wmuld  take  off  between 
3 and  4000  men,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  they  were  to 
purchafe  provihons  fufficient  for  the  fquadron  in  the  enfuing  voyage, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  crew^s  w'ould  be  fupported  without 
breaking  in  upon  the  general  ftock.  Thefe  fliips  arrived  off  the  Cape 
in  the  beginning  of  January;  and  two  of  them  had  the  luck  to  fall 
in  wdth  and  take  the  Grantham,  an  Englifh  Eaft- India  fhip,  dif- 
patched  from  Madrafs  in  September.  Idrey  purchafed,  but  at  a vaff 
expence,  a great  quantity  of  meat,  grain,  and  wdne,  and  returned  to 
the  Ifle  of  France  in  April  and  May;  after  which,  the  ffrength  of 
four  of  the  Company’s  lighting  Ihips,  which  had  not  hitherto 
mounted  the  number  of  guns  they  were  built  for,  w'ere  armed  to 
the  full  fcale  of  their  conftrudlion.  Thefe  alterations,  and  other 
equipments,  retarded  the  departure  of  the  fquadron  until  the  i 7th 
of  July.  I'hey  went  firH:  to  the  ifle  of  Bourbon,  and  then  to  Foul- 
point,  in  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  to  take  in  fome  rice,  and  other 
provilions,  which  had  been  procured  there  ; and  on  the  30th  of  Au- 
guft  arrived  off  Batacola,  a port  in  Ceylon,  60  miles  to  the  fouth 
of  Trinconomaly;  w'here  they  received  Intelligence  of  the  Englifh 
fquadron,  and  two  days  after  came  in  fight  of  them  off  Point  Pedras. 

The  land  and  fea-winds  differing  in  the  fame  hours  at  different  dif- 
tances  from  the  fhore,  the  currents  Iikewife  various,  fquauls,  a fog, 
and  contrary  courfes  whilft  feeking  each  other  when  out  of  light, 
kept  them  afunder,  or  out  of  immediate  reach,  until  the  loth  of 
September,  w'hen  they  again  fell  in  with  one  another  off  Fort  St. 

David.  The  French,  being  fartheft  out  at  fea,  lay-to  in  a line  of 
battle  a-head,  their  heads  to  the  Eaff.  The  Englifh  having  the 
wind  came  dowm  a-breah,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  were  within 
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gnn-fliot,  when  each  fhip  edged  to  get  into  their  ilations  alongfide  of 
their  allotted  antagronifts. 

O 

The  Englhh  Iqiiadron  confifted  of  nine  flilps  of  the  line,  'attended 
by  a frigate,  the  Queenfboroiigh,  two  of  the  Company’s  fhips, 
and  the  Proteflor  converted  to  a fire-lhip.  The  French  were  1 1 fail 
of  the  line,  of  which  four  were  of  the  navy  of  France,  and  they  had 
three  frigates  under  their  lee.  Ditterence  of  failing,  and  difappoint- 
ment  in  working,  prevented  the  Englilli  from  forming  their  line 
with  as  much  regularity  as  the  enemy,  who  w'ere  waiting  for  them, 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle. 

The  French  line  was  led  by  the  Adlif  of  64,  one  of  the  King’s 
fhips.  She  was  followed  by  the  Minotaur,  another  of  the  King’s, 
of  74,  in  which  Mr.  D’Aguille  wore  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral,  and 
by  much  the  flouteft  fhip  in  the  fquadron,  having  in  her  lower  tier 
thirty-two-pounders,  which  in  the  French  weight  is  equal  to  40 
Englifli;  then  Rood  three  of  the  Company’s  fliips,  the  Due  d’Orleans 
of  54,  the  Saint  Louis  of  56,  and  the  Vengeur  of  64.  Thefe  five 
formed  the  van.  M.  D’iVche,  in  the  Zodiaque,  hoiRed  his  flag  in 
the  center,  iupported  by  the  Comte  de  Provence  of  74:  the  four 
others  of  the  rear-divifion  were  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  of  54,  the 
IIluRre  of  64,  the  Fortunee  of  the  fame  rate  as  the  IlluRre,  and 
the  Centaur  of  6S ; of  which  only  the  IlluRre  was  a King’s  fhip.  The 
Elizabet’n  of  64  led  the  Englifh  line,  followed  by  the  NewcaRle  of 
50,  the  Tyger  of  60,  and  the  Grafton  of  68,  in  which  was  Rear-Ad- 
miral Stevens:  thefe  four  were  the  van.  Mr.  Pococke,  in  the 
Yarmouth  of  66,  was  in  the  center,  followed  by  the  Cumberland 
now  mounting  only  58,  the  Salifbury  of  50,  the  Sunderland  of  60, 
and  the  Weymouth  of  60  clofed  the  rear.  The  total  battery  of  the 
French  fquadron  exceeded  the  Englifh  by  1 74  guns,  and  confequently 
by  87  in  acfion. 

The  Grafton  was  the  firR  fhip  up,  and  whilR  prefenting  her  broad- 
fide  fell  a-breaR  of  the  Zodiaque,  v.Riom  Mr.  Pococke,  as  in  the 
two  engagements  of  the  laR  year,  intended  to  referve  for  himfelf. 
M.  D’Ache  immediately  threw  out  the  fignal  of  battle,  and  began 
to  fire  on  the  Grafton,  the  firR  Riot  at  15  minutes  after  two;  but 
Mr.  Stevens  waited  for  the  fignal  of  his  admiral,  which  did  not 

appear 
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appear  until  five  minutes  after,  when  the  Yarmouth  v/as  very  near  i 759. 
and  ranged  againft  the  Comte  d,e  Provence.  The  firing  then  be- 
came  general  through  both  lines;  but  the  Sunderland,  the  laft  but 
one  of  the  Englifh  line,  failing  very  ill,  kept  back  the  Weymouth 
behind  her.  By  this  mifchance  the  Salilbury,  which  was  much  the 
weakefi:  fiiip,  being  only  of  50  guns,  and  they  only  eighteen  and 
nine-pounders,  ranged,  unfupported,  againfi:  the  Illuftre,  and 
fuflained  likewife  the  fire  of  the  Fortunee  behind,  v.diich  the  Sun- 
derland fhould  have  taken  up,  at  leaf!  in  this  Hate  of  the  a61ion : 
the  confequence  was  equal  to  the  difparity,  and  in  i 5 minutes  the 
fall  of  the  Salifbury’s  maintopgallant,  and  then  her  forefail,  obliged 
her  to  quit  the  line:  but  by  this  time,  the  Sunderland  fhooting 
a-head,  engaged  the  IlluHre.  The  three  fhips  of  the  Englilh  van, 
a-head  of  the  Grafton,  had  luckily  fallen  foon,  and  in  good  order, 
into  their  Hations,  and  in  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an  hour,  the  Actif, 
which  was  oppofed  to  the  Elizabeth,  took  fire,  which  brought  the 
crew  from  the  batteries,  and  the  Elizabeth  taking  advantage  of  their 
confufion  ])lyed  her  excelTively,  and  foon  drove  her  out  of  the  line 
to  extinguifh  the  fire:  the  Elizabeth  Hill  edging  down  upon 
her,  was  flopped  by  the  Minotaur  flar ting  forw'^ard;  which  obliged 
her  to  haul  her  w'ind  again,  and  this  operation  fhot  her  beyond  the 
line  of  aflion.  The  Newcaftle  then  took  uj)  the  Minotaur,  although 
a 60  to  a 74;  and  the  Tiger,  of  which  the  Captain  had  been 
blamed  in  a former  engagement,  fupported  the  Newcaflle,  by 
taking  on  herfelf  the  fire  of  the  two  next  fliips.  _ The  fight  between 
thefe  five  continued  with  the  utmoft  violence  for  70  minutes ; when 
neither  the  Newcaflle  nor  Tiger  had  a fail  under  command  ; on 
which  Mr.  Stevens,  who  had  left  the  Zodiaque  to  Mr.  Pococke,  and 
had  beaten  the  Vengeur  out  of  the  line,  came  between,  and  feeing 
the  two  fhips  of  the  French  line  next  beyond  the  Vengeur  much 
crippled,  fet  forward  to  engage  the  Minotaur;  and  her  broad-fide, 
as  fhe  was  paffing  on,  drove  the  St.  Louis  out  of  the  line.  In  the 
rear,  the  Sunderland,  which  had  taken  up  the  Illuflre,  was  likewife 
attacked  by  her  follower,  the  Fortunee ; and  in  ten  minutes, 
before  ffie  had  fired  three  rounds,  her  maintop-fail  fell,  and  her 
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1759.  head-braces  being  likev.-ife  fhot  away,  her  foretop-faii  fming  a-back, 
which  made  her  fall  a-ftern  of  both  her  antagonifts.  At  ten  mi- 
nutes pall:  three  the  Count  de  Province,  v/hich  had  ftood  the  Yar- 
mouth, and  was  afterwards  taken  up  by  the  Cumberland,  likewife 
left  the  line  to  refit  her  rigging,  as  did  the  Duke  de  Bourgogne, 
which  had  divided  her  fire  between  the  Cumberland  and  the  Sa- 
lifbury,  and  received  theirs,  divided  likewife  in  return.  Tlie  Wey- 
mouth, by  what  accident  we  don’t  find,  was  kept  a-flern  in  the 
rear:  but  at  three  o’clock,  the  Salifbury  camea2:ain  into  the  enorao;e- 
ment;  and,  on  the  French  fide,  the  Illuflre,  feeing  the  two  (hips 
before  her  gone,  clofed  up  to  the  Zodiaque.  At  four,  the  only 
fliips  engaged  were  the  hlinotaur  and  Due  d’Orleans  againfl  the 
Grafton,  the  Zodiaque  againfl  the  Yarmouth,  the  Illuflre  a'gainfl; 
the  Cumberland,  and  the  Fortunee  and  Centaur  againft  the  Sa- 
iifbury  and  Sunderland.  The  pilot  of  the  Zodiaque  feeing,  as  he 
thought,  the  Fortunee  and  Centaur  going  off  likewife,  put  the 
helm  a-lee,  without  order,  and,  as  Mr.  D’x^che  was  running  to 
corre61  him,  a grape  fliot  carried  off  the  flefli  of  his  thigh,  to  the 
bone ; he  fell  fenfelefs,  amongft  four  or  five  who  were  killed  or  flruck 
down  with  him.  The  captain  of  the  Zodiaque  had  been  killed 
an  hour  before ; and  the  officer  who  took  the  command  after  Mr. 
D’Ache  fell,  wore  the  fhip  to  rejoin  the  comrades  which  had  al- 
ready left  the  line.  The  Centaur,  Illuflre,  and  Minotaur,  think- 
ing fuch  was  the  will  of  their  admiral,  wore  likewife,  and  fet  fail 
to  accompany  him.  The  Engliffi  fhips  flill  in  a61ion  endeavoured  to 
follow  them,  but  were  fbon  left  out  of  gun-ffiot,  and  all  firing 
ceafed  at  ten  minutes  after  four. 

In  this  engagement  the  rear  divifion  fuffered  much  lefs  than 
the  van.  On  board  the  Weymouth,  which  clofed  the  rear,  not 
a man  was  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  in  the  Sunderland 
a-head  of  her,  the  whole  lofs  was  only  two  men  killed;  never- 
thelefs  the  Centaur,  the  lafl  of  the  enemy’s  rear,  fuffered  as 
much  in  her  mafls  and  rigging  from  their  fire,  as  any  of  the 
other  fhips  of  the  French  line,  who  were  clofer  engaged,  and 
her  Captain,  Surville  the  elder,  was  killed.  The  Salifbury  had  1 6 
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killed,  and  40  wounded;  the  Cumberland  8,  and  30;  the  Yar-  1759. 
mouth  10,  and  27;  the  Grafton  13,  and  37;  the  Tiger,  which 
fufFered  the  moil  of  any,  37,  and  140;  the  Newcaftle  26,  and 
65.  The  Elizabeth  four,  and  twenty.  In  all  114  killed  and 
369  wounded.  In  the  Newcaftle,  the  captain,  Michie,  an  officer 
of  diftinguiffied  gallantry,  was  killed ; as  were  Mr.  Jackfon,  the 
firft  lieutenant  of  the  Tiger,  captain  hlore,  who  commanded  the 
marines  in  the  Elizabeth,  and  the  mafter  of  the  Yarmouth.  Brere- 
ton,  captain  of  the  Tiger,  Somerfet  of  the  Cumberland,  the  fe- 
cond  lieutenant  of  the  Grafton,  and  the  fourth  of  the  Salilbury, 
were  wounded.  None  of  the  Englifti  ftiips,  after  the  engagement, 
could  fet  half  their  fail;  and  the  Newcaftle  and  Tiger  were  taken 
into  tow  by  the  Elizabeth  and  Weymouth.  The  lofs  of  the 
French  crews  was  fuppofed  to  be  equal;  but  when  they  went  away 
together  at  fun-fet,  all,  excepting  the  Centaur,  carried  their  top-fails. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  number  of  troops  which  the  French 
fquadron  might  have  brought  for  Pondicherry,  determined  the  pre- 
ftdency  of  Madrafs  to  fufpend  for  a while  the  attack  they  had  re- 
I'olved  to  make  on  Vandiwafh;  but  to  fend  a part  of  their  troops  to 
Tripaftbre  to  fupport  that  part  of  the  countty  againft  Baftaulut  Jung. 

But  no  arguments  could  prevail  on  Major  Brereton  to  defift  from 
the  enterprize,  from  which  he^  expeded  to  acquire  diftinguiftied 
honour;  and  the  preftdency,  unwilling  to  check  his  ardour,  re- 
frained from  giving  him  pofitive  orders  to  defift. 

Heavy  rains  had  rendered  the  roads  and  rivers  impaffiable  until 
the  26th,  when  the  whole  army  marched  from  Conjeveram;  it  had 
been  reinforced  with  40  men  from  Chinglapet,  under  the  command 
of  Prefton,  and  with  100,  of  i 58  releafed  prilbners,  which  had  arrived 
at  this  garrifon  on  the  1 1 th  from  Pondicherry.  The  whole  force  was 
1500  Europeans,  80  Coftfes,,and  2500  Sepoys,  infantry;  100  Eu- 
ropean, and  700  black  cavalry  ; 10  fteld-pieces,  and  two  eighteen- 
pounders*:  and  two  more  eighteen-pounders  were  to  join  from  Ching- 
lapet. 

On  the  27th  in  the  morning,  the  horfe  before  the  line,  when 
within  three  miles  of  Tri.vatore,  fell  in  with  50  of  the  French  huf- 

fars^ 
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1759.  fars,  who  flood  them,  but,  overpowered  by  numbers,  were  routed, 
Septern^.  eight,  with  an  officer,  taken  priibners  : in  the  afternoon,  the 

garrifon  of  Trivatore,  which  confifled  only  of  a captain  and  22 
men  of  the  Lorrain  regiment,  furrendered  on  the  firft  fummons. 
The  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  advanced  from  Vandivvaffi  in 
the  morning,  and  were  halting  at  the  village  of  Parfee,  fix  miles 
on  the  road,  of  which  Colonel  Brereton  receiving  information, 
marched  on  without  flopping  at  Trivatore,  and  encamped  near 
them;  and  at  midnight,  the  enemy  moved  off,  and  returned  to 
Vandiwafli;  where,  as  before  they  took  up  their  quarters  in  the 
pettahs,  and  under  the  walls  of  the  fort,  into  which  the  governor 
TuckeaVaheb,  notwithflanding  the  flridlnefs  of  his  alliance,  was  very 
averfe  to  admit  any  of  the  French  troops,  excepting  fome  of  their 
gunners ; and  they  to  prevent  worfe  confequences,  would  not  com- 
pel him.  The  Englilh  army  continuing  their  march  the  next  day, 
encamped  in  the  evening  under  the  ledge  of  rocks,  which  extend 
about  three  miles  to  the  N.  w.  of  the  fort.  The  day  after,  which 
w^as  the  29th,  parties  were  employed  in  reconnoitring;  but  neither 
their  obfervations,  nor  the  enquiries  of  fpies,  difcovered  the  real  flate 
of  the  enemy’s  force. 

On  the  march  of  Major  Monfon  to  Arcot  in  the  beginning  of 
Augufl,  the  French  drew  the  greateft  part  of  their  Europeans  from 
the  garrifons  of  Chittapet,  Carangoly,  and  Outramalore,  to  their 
main  body  at  Vandiwafh,  from  whence  the  whole  had  advanced  as 
far  as  Trivatore,  when  Monfon,  finding  the  attack  of  Arcot 
impradlicable,  returned  to  Ccnjeveram : on  his  retreat,  they 
detached  100  Europeans  to  reinforce  Arcot,  and  fent  back  the 
troops  which  they  had  drawn  from  the  three  other  garrifons ; v/hich 
reduced  the  European  infantry  that  returned  to  Vandiwafh  to  600; 
but  the  whole  of  the  European  cavalry,  who  where  300,  went  with 
them.  The  fame  alarm  for  Arcot  had  led  Mr.  Tally  to  recall  the 
detachment  to  the  fouthward  with  Vifcount  Fumel,  who  were 
then  before  Volcondah;  but  Fumel,  not  having  levied  the  con- 
tribution he  expedted,  delayed  to  obey  the  orders,  and,  on  Mon- 
fon’s  retreat,  was  permitted  to  perfifl,  and  had  time  to  finifh. 

During 
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During  the  delay  between  the  firft  refolution,  and  the  prefent  mo- 
tion of  the  Englifli  army  to  attack  Vandi\\'aih,  the  government  of 
Pondicherry  obtained  fome  uncertain  intelligence  of  the  intention, 
and  again  reinforced  the  main  body  there  with  400  men  from  the 
adjacent  garrifons.  They  likewife  again  recalled  Fumel,  and  more 
than  half  his  detachment  were  arrived  at  Pondicherry,  from  whence 
they  were  at  this  time  advancing  towards  Vandiwafh,  and,  as  it 
was  reported,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Buff}'.  Major  Brereton 
received  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  this  party,  but  no  informa- 
tion that  the  troops  from  the  other  garrifons  were  arrived  at  Vandi- 
wafh ; and  thus  comp\iting  the  whole'number  affembled  there,  in- 
cluding the  cavalry,  inftead  of  1300,  to  be  only  900  Europeans,  to 
which  his  own  force  was  nearly  double,  thought  no  timefliould  be  loft 
before  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  they  expefted  from  Pondicherry, 
and  determined  to  attack  them  in  their  quarters  on  the  night  of  the 
29th,  which  was  the  next  after  that  ofhis  arrival  before  Vandiwafh. 

There  were  three  pettahs  under  the  fort,  lying  to  the  w.,  the  s., 
and  the  e.;  the  w.  at  150,  the  s.  at  220,  and  the  e.  at  the  diftance 
of  1 “o  yards.  The  fouth  pettah  contained  the  houfes  of  the  more 
opulent  inhabitants,  and  was  inclofed  on  the  e.  s.  and  by  a mud 
rampart,  which  on  the  s.  fide  had  circular  proje6tions  to  forve  as 
baftions  ; but  the  north  fide  next  the  efplanade  was  left  open,  that 
the  guns  of  the  fort  might  preferve  their  command  on  the  ftreets 
and  houfes.  The  pettah  to  the  eaft  commenced  oppofite  to  the  n.  e. 
angle,  and  extending  650  yards,  covered  the  eaft  fide  of  the  fort,  of 
the  efplanade,  and  of  the  pettah  to  the  fouth.  The  weftern  pettah 
extended  only  along  the  breadth  of  the  efplanade  to  the  fouth;  it 
had  for  fome  time  been  abandoned,  and  was  in  ruins,  and  moft  of 
the  natives,  on  the  approach  of  the  Englifh  army,  had  quitted  their 
habitations  in  the  other  two.  The  French  cavalry  lay  in  the  eaftern 
pettah.  Their  infantry  were  under  flieds  and  tents  in  the  covered 
way  and  on  the  efplanade  to  the  fouth,  and  they  kept  guards  on 
the  ramparts  of  the  fouth  pettah ; but  none  as  they  ought,  in  the 
ruined  pettah  to  the  weft. 
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1759.  A thoiiland  Europeans,  including  a,  company  of  80  CofFrees,  and' 
S^rn^r  hundred  Sepoys,  were  allotted  to  ferve  in.  the  attack:  they  were 
divided  into  three  divilions  ; the  hrll  led  by  Major  Monfon,  was  to 
affault  the  fouth  face  of  the  fouth  pettah,  and  having  entered,  were 
to  advance  through  the  ftreets  to  the  efplanade,  where  the  main 
body  of  the  French  troops  were  lying;  who  at  the  fame  time  were 
to  be  attacked  on.  the  right  by  the  fecond  divifion,  advancing  out  of 
the  pettah  to  the  wed: : this  divifion  was  commanded  by  Major 
Robert  Gordon.  The  third  Major  Brereton  commanded  himfelf,  as 
the  referve  for  occafioris,  and  they  took  pod;  under  a ridge  which  runs 
parallel  to  the  weld  face  of  the  fouth  pettah,  but  farther  back  on  the 
plain  than  the  pettah  allotted  to  Gordon’s  dividon.  The  European 
and  black  horfe  were  to  halt  a mile  in  the  rear  of  Brereton’s.  The 
red:  of  tlie  troops  w’ere  left  to  guard  the  camp.  IMonfon’s  divifion 
confifled  of  360  Europeans,  of  whom  200  were  grenadiers,  all  that 
were  in  the  army,  and  they  had  one  company  of  Sepoys  as  atten- 
dants : Gordon’s  were  200  Europeans,  and  80  CofFrees  ; Brereton’s 
360  Europeans  and  500  Sepoys.  Each  of  the  three  divifions  had 
two  excellent  brafs  fix-pounders. 

The  pettah  to  the  South  has  three  principal  ftreets,  which  in- 
terfedt  it  intirely  from  north  to  fouth,  and  leveral  others  in  the 
fame  diredfion,  of  fhorter  extent;  nor  are  any  of  the  crofs  ftreets 
from  ead:  to  wed:  regularly  pervious  from  one  v/all  to  the  other, 
and  dome  of  them  are  only  diort  communications  between  the 
ffreets  in  the  other  diredtion  : fo  that  many  dodging  advantages- 
might  be  taken  by  knowledge  of  their  different  bearings  and  inter- 
fedtions.  At  two  in  the  morning,  the  head  of  Monfon’s  divifion 
approached  towards  the  gateway  on  the  fouth  face  of  the  pettah,  and. 
were  challenged  and  declared  by  two  or  three  Sepoys  advanced  on 
the  plain  to  look  out ; on  which  the  guards  on  the  ramparts  began 
to  fire.  The  gateway  was  in  a return  of  the  rampart  from  the  left, 
and  the  road  to  it  lay  under  the  refi:  of  the  rampart  to  the  right,  fo 
that  the  two  field-pieces  which  were  advancing  at  the  head  of  the 
line  could  not  batter  the  gate  at  lefs  than  150  yards,  without 
being  immediately  under  the  fire  of  this  part  of  the  rampart,  which 
* with 
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with  the  uncertainty  anti  delay  of  their  efFe6l:  in  the  dark,  deter-  1759* 

mined  Colonel  Monfon  to  try  the  wall  at  once.  It  had  neither  ditch  Septeir^n 

nor  palifade  before  it,  and  the  iird;  grenadiers  lighted  upon  a part, 
which,  for  want  of  repair,  j)ermitted  them  to  fcramble  up,  and 
being  followed  by  more,  they  drove  the  onemy  before  them,  opened 
the  gate,  and  let  in  the  main  body  of  the  divifion.  The  gate  entered 
upon  the  principal  ftreet  of  the  three  which  leads  through  the  pettah 
to  the  efplamide  : and  the  other  two  are  about  50  yards  on  each 
hand.  'Lhe  troops,  as  they  came  in,  firft  ranged  along  the  ground 
between  the  wall  and  the  habitations,  which  was  broad  ; and  then 
formed  into  three  columns,  one  in  each  of  the  flreets ; but  the  two 
field-pieces  moved  at  the  head  of  the  center  column.  All  the  three 
advanced  very  deliberately,  keeping  as  nearly  as  ijoflible  on  the  fame 
parallel,  the  two  outer  columns  fending  fmall  {)arties  into  the  crofs 
flreets  on  their  outward  flanks  to  diflodge  the  enemv  from  whatfo- 
ever  pofts  their  fire  came,  which,  although  not  ftrong  from  any,  was 
frequent  and  from  leveral ; but  the  greatefl  annoyance  was  from 
two  field-pieces  at  the  edge  of  the  efplanade,  firing  down  the  center 
ftreet.  However,  they  were  at  length  filenced  by  the  two  field- 
pieces,  with  the  center  column.  Firing  had  been  heard  on  the 
ground  allotted  to  Gordon’s  divifion,  but  foon  ceafed.  In  an  hour  and 
a half  the  three  columns  arrived  at  the  openings  on  the  efplanade, 
where  to  their  furprize  they  met  no  farther  refilfance  ; and  difap- 
pointed  of  the  affiftance  they  expedlcd  from  Gordon’s  divifion,  it 
was  refolved  to  wait  for  day-light,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  throw 
up  a barricade  at  the  head  of  the  center  ftreet,  which  for  want  of 
proper  tools  was  very  infufliciently  performed.  Their  lofs  hitherto 
was  not  ten  killed  and  wounded. 

A Iky  rocket  was  the  fignal  for  Gordon’s  divifion  to  advance  from 
the  weftern  pettah,  and  it  was  fired  as  fbon  as  Monfon’s  had  entered 
die  fouthern.  The  troops  of  Gordon’s  had,  for  fear  of  difeovery, 
kept  on  the  fide  of  the  pettah  fartheft  from  the  efplanade,  but  Pref- 
ton  and  two  or  three  more  officers  had  examined  the  ftreets,  which 
were  very  narrow,  and  beyond  on  the  efplanade,  where  they  found* 
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1 759.  the  ground  rugged,  and  interrupted  with  Houghs  and  Handing  water.. 

Scptco^r.  Gordon  not  having  acquhed  any  diHinct  ideas  from  their  report, 
boggled,  and  was  confufed  in  the  orders  he  gave.  At  length  it  was 
underdood,  that  the  troops,  as  foon  as  they. had  pafled  through  the 
pettah,  were  to  form  on  the  el'planade  in  divifions,  which  would  be 
1 5 in  front.  The  feledl:  picquet  of  40  picked  men,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Dela  Douefpe,  who  were  to  lead  the  attack,  were  loon 
through,  and  formed,  and  advancing.  Gordon  himfelf  was  to 
march  at  the  head  of  the  main  body,  but  he  was  not  to  be  found 
when  it  was  ranging  on  the  efplanade  ; and  Prefton,  his  fecond,  not 
knowing  the  motives  of  his  abfence,  would  not  venture  to  take  his 
pod: ; and  thus  the  whole  were  dopped,  waiting  his  return.  The 
picquet  marched  with  recovered  arms,  and  without  dropping  a diot, 
until  they  came  to  the  angle  of  the  fouthern  pettah,  where  the  ram- 
part had  a fhoulder,  on  which  were  mounted  tw'o  pieces  of  cannon, 
W'hlch  by  the  diredllon  of  the  dreets  could  not  be  turned  to  any  fer- 
vice  in  the  fight  behind  them ; and  it  Ihould  feem  that  the  enemy 
had  difcovered  the  fituation  and  intention  of  Gordon’s  attack,  for  a 
confiderable  body  of  infantry  were  waiting  at  the  angle,  fome  on  the 
rampart,  and  others  at  the  edge  of  the  houfes  below  ; wTo,  as  foon 
as  the  picquet  w'ere  within  a few  yards,  fiiddenly  threw  a number 
of  blue  lights,  which  difcovered  them  intirely,  and  were  indantly 
followed  by  a drong  running  fire  of  mulketry,  and  the  difcharge  of 
the  two  pieces  of  cannon;  but  the  wTole  of  the  execution  was  from 
the  mulketry,  for  as  the  picquet  was  almod  under  the  rampart, 
the  cannon  could  not  point  low  enough,  and  fired  over  their  heads. 
Douefpe  returned  the  fire  with  difparity  of  fituation,  and  greater  of 
numbers,  but  would  not  retreat  without  orders,  and  was  not  without 
hopes  of  being  immediately  joined  by  the  main  body  of  the  divifion, 
efpecially  as  the  two  pieces  v/hich  accompanied  it,  began  to  anfwer 
the  two  guns  on  the  rampart.  But  his  expedlations  of  farther  fup- 
port  were  vain.  The  fhot  of  the  two  guns  from  the  rampart  fell  near 
the  main  body  whild  forming,  and  fome  mulketry  fired  upon  them 
from  the  covered  way  of  the  fort,  on  which  the  80  Codfees  all  ran 

back 


Book  XI.  The  Carnatic.  521 

back  into  the  pettah,  and  through  it,  quite  away,  and  the  Euro-  1759* 

peans  not  led  on,  and  having  nothing  effeclual  to  fire  upon,  foon 
broke  and  went  off  likewife,  leaving  the  picquet,  and  the  field- 
pieces  ftill  engaged.  But  Prefton,  for  Gordon  was  not  yet  to  be  found, 
knowing  the  determination  of  the  picquet  to  perfevere,  ran  fiiigly  to 
them,  and  brought  them  back  to  the  pettah,  w'here  they  joined  the 
‘officers  deferted  by  all  the  reft  of  the  troops;  but  the  artillery- 
men, animated  by  the  well-known  refolution  of  their  commandant 
Captain  Robert  Barker,  ftill  flood  by  him  and  their  guns.  The  fugi- 
tives not  equally  frightened,  made  their  way  to  the  refcrved  divifion 
with  Brereton,  who  on  the  firft  notice,  ran  unaccompanied  to  the 
pettah  from  whence  they  were  coming,  and  in  the  ftrong  impulfe 
of  indignation,  ran  the  firft  man  he  met  through  the  bodv: 
unfortunately  he  was  one  of  the  braveft  in  the  army ; fo  that 
this  example  carried  little  influence,  and  left  none  to  exhorta- 
tion, and  very  few  obeyed  his  call ; with  whom  he  went  as  far  as 
the  two  guns,  which  Barker  was  ftill  firing,  and  by  this  counte- 
nance had  deterred  the  enemy  from  making  a pufh,  which  would 
eafily  have  taken  them;  but  Brereton,  fenfible  of  the  rilk  to  which 
they  were  expofed,  ordered  him  to  draw  them  off  Into  the  pettah, 
from  whence  they  joined  the  referve  at  the  ridge.  Thus  all  w^ere- 
gone  before  the  firing  ceafed  in  the  fouthern  pettah,  where  Gordon 
with  four  or  five  of  the  fugitives  foon  after  appeared,  coming  in 
at  the  gate  to  the  fouth,  where  Monfon’s  divifion  had  entered. 

The  day  broke,  and  the  enemy’s  fire  recommenced  and  increafed 
with  the  light.  The  gunners,  whom  the  Kellidar  had  admitted' 
into  the  fort,  plied  the  cannon  on  the  towers  oppofite  to  the' 
three  ftreets,  to  the  head  of  wdiich  Monfon’s  divifion -had  ad- 
vanced ; and  with  the  field-pieces  on  the  efplanade,  their  fire  w^as ' 
from  14  guns  all  w’ithin  point  blank,. from  the  fort  at  300,  from' 
the  field-pieces  at  100  yards.  The  return  was  from  the  tw'o' 
field-pieces  at  the  head  of  the  center  ftreet,  and  from  platoons  of 
mufketry  in  the  other  two.  The  difparity  was  fevere,  and  could^ 
not  be  long  maintained*  The  officers  ordered  the  men  not  employ- 
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1759.  ed,  to  take  fhelter  under  the  flieds  projefting  before  tho  walls  of  the 

S^e^r.  ^J^o^des  in  the  enfiladed  flreets ; the  (lieds,  as  in  the  other  towns  of 
Coromandel,  were  feparated  from  each  other  by  partitions  of  brick  or 
mud:  fome  withdrev/  into  the  crols  ftreets  immediately  behind. 
Neverthelefs,  all  who  appeared  were  fo  exceflively  galled,  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  retreat;  but  from  the  continual  hope  of  fupport  from 
the  two  divifions  wdthout.  Major'  Monfon  wifhed  not  to  quit  the 
conteft  until  the  laft  extremity.  In  the  middle  of  the  pettah  is 
a continuation  of  flreets  leading  quite  acrofs  it,  although  not  in  a 
flraight  line,  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  fide,  were  the  laft  ends  upon 
the  area  of  a pagoda,  in  which  a party  had  been  pofted,  and  the  wound- 
ed were  fheltered  and  f erved.  The  colums  were  ordered  to  retire  into  this 
line  of  thecrofs  ftreets,  where  all,  according  to  the  breadth  of  the  main 
ftreets,  might  fire  down  them,  and  immediately  difappear,  until  loaded 
and  ready  to  fire  again.  This  movement  ftaggered  the  enemy,  for  they 
dould  do  no  more,  if  they  continued  on  the  efplanade  at  the  other 
extremity  of  the  ftreets;  and  if  they  advanced  along  them,  would  be 
>expofed  in  deep  columns.  Neverthelefs,  confident  in  their  numbers, 
and  preffing  to  decide  before  the  Englifh  troops  fliould  be  reinforced 
ifrom  without,  they  began  and  maintained  this  fight  with  great 
fpirit  and  adlivity,  until  they  were  convinced  it  could  not  fucceed;  on 
3which  they  fent  off  their  rears,  which  brought  two  of  their  field- 
pieces  from  the  efplanade,  and  with  them  marched  along  a ffreet  ad- 
joining to  the  weftern  wall  of  the  pettah,  which  led  them  to  the  pagoda 
towards  this  end  of  the  crofs  ffreets  ; which  the  guard  immediately 
;abandoned,  leaving  fome  of  the  wounded  in  the  pagoda;  having  fe- 
cured  this  ffation,  the  party  advanced  the  field-pieces  along  the  line 
=of  the  crofs  ffreets,  ffrino-  and  taking  in  flank  the  whole  of  iMonfon’s 
divifion,  againff  which  the  attack  in  front  iikewife  continued,  and  with 
cncreafing  vivacity : and  in  a very  little  while  the  remaining  field-piece 
of  the  divifion  was  difabled;  on  which  the  men  began  to  lofe  courage, 
and  Monfon  confulting  his  fecond.  Major  Calliaud,  they  relolved  to 
retreat  and  take  poff  againff  the  fouthern  wall  of  the  pettah.  The 
grenadiers  of  one  of  the  Company’s  battalions  were  to  halt  near  the 

gateway. 
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gateway,  but  feeing  it  open,  marched  out  into  the  plain,  quickening 
their  pace  at  every  ftep.  Major  Calliaud,  who  was  near,  inftead  of 
calling  after  them,  followed,  and  running  beyond,  flopped  fuddenly 
before  them,  and  cried,  “ Halt.”  The  inltincl  of  difcipline  pre- 
vailed. They  obeyed,  and  forming  as  he  ordered,  faced,  and,  luckily 
for  themfelves,  followed  him  into  the  pettah.  JVIajor  Monfon  met 
him  at  the  gate,  and,  in  the  midfl  of  much  vexation,  thanked  him 
with  much,  cordiality;  but  faid,  that  the  whole  body,  flill  clofely 
preffed  by  the  enemy,  were  faultering  too  faft  to  be  trufled  any 
longer;  and  that  it  was  better  to  lead  them  off  in  order,  than  rifk 
their  going  oS^  in  confufion  of  their  own  accord.  The  exhortations- 
of  their  commanders  encouraged  them  to  keep  their  ranks;  the  Se- 
poys marched  in  front,  helping  to  carry  oft  the  wounded,  and  fif- 
teen prifoners.  The  enemy,  by  unaccountable  overfight,  did  not 
follow  them  into  the  plain;  but  were  contented  with  firing  from  the 
wall;  about  half  a mile,  from  which,  the  line  halted  in  a grove,  and’ 
in  a little  while  perceived  Major  Brereton’s  and  Gordon’s  divifions, 
with  the  European  and  black  horfe,  the  Sepoys,  and  two  field- 
pieces,  advancing  round  to  join  them;  at  the  fame  time,  they  faw 
the  whole  body  of  the  enemy’s  European  cavalry,.  300  riders,  ap- 
proaching from  the  eaflern  pettah,  where  they  had  remained  in  ex- 
pectation. of  an  opportunity  of  cutting  off  their  retreat,  which,  from 
want  of  alertnefs,  they  loft,  and  could  not  venture  to  attack  after 
Brereton  appeared.  The  whole  returned  to  the  bimk,  where  Brere- 
ton’s divifion  had  taken  poft,  and  in  the  afternoon  from  thence  to 
the  camp,  without  moleftation  or  alarm.  The  lofs,  on  the  imme- 
diate review,  appeared  to  be  i2  officers,  and  195  rank  and  file, 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prifoners.  The  Lieutenants  Minns  and, 
Latour  were  the  only  officers;  but,  it  was  fuppofed,  that  70  rank 
and  file  were  killed;  and  that  of  this  number,  50  fell  in  the  pettah. 
The  eagernefsof  performing  fome  diftinguifhedfervice  beforeCoionei 
Coote  fhould  arrive,  and  fuperfede  him  in  the  command  of  the  army, 
urged  Colonel  Brereton  to  make  this  attack,  which  was  much, 
more  hardy  than  judicious,  even  if  the.  enemy  had  not  been  re- 
inforced.. 
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17^^.  inforcecl.  However, -the  great  gallantry  and  the  inferior  numbers 
Septein^r  body  which  fuftained  the  greateft  part  of  the  lofs,  rather 

encreafed  than  diminidied  the  confidence  of  the  army.  The  enemy 
fuffered  as  much,  having  200  killed  and  wounded.  IMainville,  who 
commanded  againfi:  Lawrence  at  Tritchinopoly,  jufi;  before  the  truce 
in  I 754,  and  two  Captains,  were  killed. 

I'hetwo  fquadrons  anchored  on  the  i ith,the  day  after  they  had  en- 
gaged each  other;  the  Englifh  in  the  road  of  Negapatam,  the  French 
4 leagues  farther  to  the  Ibuth,  who  being  much  lefs  difabled,  were 
ready  to  fail  again  on  the  1 3th;  and  two  days  after,  anchored  in  the  road 
of  Pondicherry.  T'he  flalps  immediately  landed  whatfoever  fupplies 
they  had  brought  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  colony;  the  treafure  amounted 
only  to  16000  pounds  in  dollars,  and  the  diamonds  taken  in  the 
Grantham,  were  worth  17000  pounds.  The  troops  were  only  180 
men.  hlr.  D’Ache  would  not  go  aflaore,  and  fignified  his  inten- 
tion of  failing  immediately  for  the  iflands.  The  feafon,  although 
advanced,  wnis  not  yet  dangerous,  nor  were  his  fhips  more  hurt  than 
the  Englifh;  but  this  refolution  rofe  from  intelligence  of  the  four 
men  of  war,  which  were  coming  with  Rear-Admiral  Cornifii  to  join 
jVlr.  Pococke,  and  who  might  arrive  every  day.  Accordingly,  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  Mr.  D’Ache  made  the  fignal  for  weigh- 
ing, and  all  the  fliips  loofed  their  top- fails. 

The  fupplies  they  had  brought  were  lb  much  lefs  than  the  wants 
and  hopes  of  the  colony,  that  difappointment  appeared  in  every 
'face;  but  the  fight  of  the  {hips  getting  under  fail,  in  24  hours  after 
their  arrival,  fpread  univerlal  confternation,  and  excited  the  utmofi; 
indignation.  All  the  military  officers,  the  principal  inhabitants,  and 
even  the  clergy,  afiembled  at  the  governor’s,  and  immediately 
formed  themfelves  into  a national  council-;  which  unanimoufly  de- 
creed, that  the  precipitate  departure  of  the  fquadron  mufi:  produce 
the  moil  detrimental  confequences  to  the  interefls  of  the  {{ate,  as 
holding  out  to  all  the  q)owers  of  the  country  an  opprobrious  ac- 
knowledgement that  they  had  been  entirely  defeated  in  the  lalf  en- 
gagement, and  could  not  {{and  another;  and  that  they  utterly  de- 

{])aired 
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ipaired  of  every  thing  on  fliore.  In  confequence  of  this  deliberation,  1759. 
a proteft  was  immediately  drawn,  declaring  Mr.  D’Ache  ref|)oniible  odio^. 
for  the  lofs  of  the  colony,  fuch  were  the  words,  and  refolving  to 
complain  to  the  king  and  miniftry,  and  demand  j)ublic  juftice  of 
his  condu61:.  The  fliip  Due  d’Orleans  was  by  fome  accident  de- 
tained in  the  road,  after  the  others  were  under  fail,  and  the  com- 
mander was  charged  to  deliver  the  proteft  to  Mr.  D’Ache,  and  a 
copy  to  every  commander  in  the  fquadron,  which  were  twelve 
leagues  out  at  fea  when  the  Due  d’Orleans  joined  them.  Mr. 

D’Ache  immediately  held  a general  council  of  his  captains,  and 
on  the  2 2d  anchored  again  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry ; and  came 
aHiore  to  confult  with  Mr.  Lally  and  the  government.  On  the  25th, 
in  the  morning,  the  Englhh  fquadron,  coming  from  Negapatam, 
a])peared  ftanding  In  the  line  of  battle  into  the  road,  but  driving  by  the 
current  to  the  northward.  All  the  French  fliips  weighed,  but 
hawled  the  wind  clofe,  which  being  at  w.  s.  w.  kept  them  at  their 
firft  diftance  from  the  Engllfh,  which  they  had  it  in  their  power  to 
bear  down  upon,  and  engage.  Mr.  Pococke,  unable  to  get  up  to 
them,  kept  his  line  of  battle  until  the  evening,  when  he  continued 
his  courfe,  and  anchored  on  the  27th  at  Madrafs.  Mr.  D’Ache  Hill 
inlifted  on  returning  as  foon  as  poffible  to  the  iflands;  and  the  go- 
vernment of  Pondicherry  unwillingly  compromifed  for  his  depar- 
ture, on  condition  that  he  fliould  leave  all  the  Coffrees  ferving  in  the 
fquadron,  which  were  400,  and  500  Europeans,  either  fa'ilors  or 
marines;  who  were  accordingly  landed,  and  he  failed  away  on  the 
30th  of  September.  Mr.  Lally,  with  his  ufual  fpleen,  called  the  Eu- 
ropeans the  feum  of  the  fea;  and,  indeed,  mod;  of  them  for  a while 
could  be  fit  for  little  more  than  to  do  duty  in  the  town,  whilH  the 
regular  troops  kept  the  field. 

The  animofity  of  Mr.  Lally  to  Mr.  Bufly  had  continued,  without 
remiffion:  he  even  employed  his  emififaries  to  perfuade  Mr.  Bufly  to 
make  him  a prefent  of  money,  as  a certain  means  of  reconciliation; 
intending  to  ufe  the  proffer  as  a confeflion  of  Mr.  Buffy’s  delin- 
quency, of  which  he  was  every  where  feeking  proofs,  Meannefs 
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and  ambition  were  never  more  ftridtly  united  than  in  this  dehgn. 
Mr.  BniTyj  having  remitted  his  fortune  to  Europe,  offered  his  credit, 
if  employed  in  community  with  the  government  of  Pondicherry 
and  Mr.  Lally’s,  to  raife  money  for  the  public  fervice;  but  treated 
the  hints  of  the  other  propofal,  as  the  defperate  zeal  of  his  adherents 
unwarranted  by  himfelf.  They  faw  one  another  but  feldom,  but 
were  obliged  to  correfpond  on  public  affairs.  The  letters  of  Mr. 
Lally  were  replete  with  fufpicion,  jealoufy,  infinuation,  artifice,  in- 
folence,  farcafm,  and  wit;  Mr.  Buffy’s,  with  fagacity,  caution,  de- 
ference, argument,  profound  knowledge,  the  juflelf  views  of  affairs, 
and  the  wifefl  means  to  promote  their  fuccefs:  and  Mr.  Lally  him- 
felf, whilfl:  he  pretended  to  ridicule,  refpedled  the  extent  of  his 
talents.  Their  diffention  was  in  this  flate,  when  the  arrival  of  a 
frigate  from  France  on  the  20th  of  Augufl  brought  orders  from  the 
king  and  miniftry,  recalling  all  the  intermediate  officers,  who  had 
been  fent  with  commiffions  fuperior  to  Mr.  Buffy’s,  and  appointing 
him  fecond  in  the  command,  and  to  fucceed  to  it  after  Mr.  Lally. 
This  diftindion  produced  a more  civil  intercourfe,  and  Mr.  Lally, 
with  feeming  complacence,  alked  the  affiflance  of  his  counfels.  The 
fir  ft  he  gave  was  the  moft  obnoxious  he  could.  Rajahfaheb,  the 
unfortunate  but  infignificant  fon  of  Chundahfaheb,  had  lately  found 
means  to  perfuade  Mr.  Lally  to  appoint  him  Nabob  of  the  Car- 
natic; and  the  ceremony  had  been  performed  with  oftentation,  in  the 
month  of  July,  both  at  iVrcot  and  Pondicherry.  This  promotion, 
without  the  participation  of  Salabadjing,  the  Subah  of  the  Decan, 
was  a public  renunciation  of  his  alliance,  and  might  be  improved  by 
Nizamallyto  confirmhim  intheintereftsof  theEnglifh.  The  approach 
of  Baffaulut  Jung  on  the  northern  confines  of  the  Carnatic  appeared 
to  Mr.  Buffy  a refource,  not  only  to  re-eftablifh  the  former  union 
with  Salabadjing,  but  likewife  ta  ftrengthen  the  immediate  opera- 
tions of  the  French  army,  by  offering  Baffaulut  Jung  the  government 
of  the  Carnatic  and  its  dependencies  under  the  fandion  of  Salabad- 
jing, on  condition  that  he  would  join  them  with  his  troops.,  Mr. 
Lally  at  firft  revolted  againft  the  idea;  and  his  averfion  to  it  was 
^ imputed 
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imputed  not  more  to  his  jealouly  of  the  importance  which  Mr. 
Bufly  would  regain,  by  his  influence  with  a prince  long  accuflomed 
to  refpe6l  his  character,  than  to  his  own  obligations  to  Rajahfaheb, 
who  it  was  faid  had  purchafed  his  appointment.  However,  Mr.  Lally 
had  confented,  that  Mr.  Bufly  fhould  march  with  a detachment 
to  join  BaflTaulut  Jung,  and  conclude  the  negotiation,  when  the 
French  fquadron  lailed  away  from  Pondicherry,  where  news 
arrived  the  fame  day  of  the  a6lion  at  \^mdiwalh,  on  which  Mr. 
Lally,  as  a complete  vidlory,  fired  a hundred  guns  round  the 
ramparts  of  Pondicherry,  and  wrote  magnificent  accounts  of  the 
fuccefs  to  every  man  of  confequence  within  or  near  the  pro\  ince. 

Mr.  Bufly  arrived  at  Vandiwafh  on  the  5th  of  Odlober.  The 
Englifli  army  had  left  their  encampment  in  fight  of  this  place  bhe 
day  before ; they  halted  two  days  at  T rivatore,  during  which  heavy 
rains  and  the  bad  quality  of  the  only  water  they  had  to  drink  brought 
ficknefs  upon  the  camp,  which  caufed  Major  Brereton  to  quit  this 
pofl:,  and  repair  to  Conjeveram,  where  they  arrived  on  the  7th. 
On  tjie  fame  day,  Mr.  Buflfy  marched  from  Vandiwafh  with  all  the 
troops  encamped  there,  reinforced  from  other  parts  to  1 500  European 
foot  and  300  horfe,  befides  the  black  horfc:  he  expelled  the  Englilh 
might  wait,  and  give  battle,  but  they  were  gone;  and  the  garrilbn 
left  in  Trivatore,  which  was  only  ten  Europeans,  and  a company  of 
Scj)oys,  lurrendered  to  him  at  difcretion.  Draughting  150  of  the 
European  horfe,  and  400  foot,  to  accompany  him  to  Balfaulut  Jung, 
he  fent  back  the  refl;  of  the  army  to  Vandiwalh,  and  arrived  at  Arcot 
on  the  icth;  where  he  was  detained  feveral  days,  by  the  rains  of 
the  monfoon. 

Balfaulut  Jung  advancing  from  Poloregave  out  that  he  would  attack 
Nelore;  but  when  he  came  near  the  Pennar  quitted  the  fouthern 
road,  and,  turning  to  the  weft,  encamped  on  the  10th  of  September 
on  the  plains  of  Sangam,  a town  with  feveral  pagodas  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  1 6 miles  from  Nelore.  f fere  he  fummoned  Nazeabullq, 
and  the  three  greater  Polygars  to  come  and  j)ay  their  obeiflTance  to 
him  inperfon.  Nazcabulla  contrived  to  make  him  believe  magnified 

3X2  reports 


527 


1759- 

October. 


Oflober. 


'T H E Wa r of  Coromandel.  Book  XI. 

reports  of  the  force  of  his  garrifon,  and  of  troops  coming  to  rein- 
force it  from  Madrafs,  which  brought  on  a civil  intercourfe  of  letters 
between  them;  but  the  Polygars  he  defpifed,  and  refolved  not  to 
Ipare.  Thev,  however,  fearing  to  offend  the  Englilh  government, 
endeavoured  to  evade  the  vifit  by  various  excufes,  on  which  he  fent 
his  horfe  over  the  river  to  forage  on  the  arable  lands  for  themfelves, 
and  to  feize  cattle  and  grain  for  the  reft  of  the  army.  7'his  detri- 
ment not  prevailing,  he  palfed  the  river  with  his  whofe  force,  and 
on  the  I ft  of  O6lober  encamped  at  Sydaporam,  a confiderable  town, 
where  the  hills  of  Bangar  Yatcham  begin  on  this  fide,  and  fituated 
within  ten  miles  of  Venkitagherri,  the  place  of  his  refidence,  and 
20  from  Kalaftri,  which  is  the  principal  town  of  Damerla  Venki- 
tappah.  Piere  he  waited,  not  a little  diftrefted  for  monev,  and  ex- 
pecting the  arrival  of  Mr.  Bufly,  who,  on  the  i8th,  had  made  his 
firft  day’s  march  from  Arcot,  when  he  was  ftopped  fliort  by  extra- 
ordinary intelligence  from  Vandiwafii. 

More  than  a year’s  pay  was  due  to  the  whole  army:  what  money 
had  been  fupplied  to  them  lately  was  in  lieu  of  their  provifions, 
when  not  furniftied  regularly.  The  fbldiers  believed,  that  much 
more  than  came  had  been  brought  by  the  fquadron,  and,  what  was 
worfe,  that  their  general  had  amafted  and  fecreted  great  wealth. 
Their  intrepidity  at  the  aClion  of  Vandiwafti  had  increafed  the 
indignation  of  their  diftreftes.  They  complained  continually  and 
openly,  nor  did  the  officers  chufe  to  punifh  them  on  this  fcore ; be- 
caufe  the  plea  of  their  difcontent  was  true.  On  others  they  wifhed 
to  preferve  the  ufual  difcipline.  On  the  i6th  fome  foldiers  of  Lorrain 
were  punifhcd;  fome  for  negleCf  of  duty,  but  others  for  flovenlinefs, 
which  they  could  not  avoid.  In  lefs  than  an  hour  after  this  chaftife- 
ment,  the  drums  of  Lorrain,  compelled  by  40  or  50  of  the  foldiers, 
who  had  concerted,  beat  the  general;  and  in  an  inftant  every  man 
of  the  regiment  was  under  arms;  and  in  a few  minutes  all  con- 
curred  in  the  fame  refolution : refufmg  to  admit  the  commiffioned 
officers,  and  every  lerjeant,  excepting  two,  they  marched  in  order  out 
of  the  camp,  towards  the  mountain  where  the  Engliffi  army  had 
4 lately 
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lately  encamped.  The  officers  of  Tally’s  and  the  battalion  of  India,  1 759. 
hearing  the  drums  of  Lorrain,  beat  the  general  likewife,  and  turned  odo^. 
out  the  line,  thinking  the  camp  was  going  to  be  attacked  by  the  . 
Englhh  ; and  fome  of  the  officers  who  had  perfilfed  in  accompanying 
the  men  of  Lorrain,  jirevailed  on  them  to  hop;  but  could  not,  to 
return,  before  thev  knew  the  intentions  of  Lallv’s  and  India,  of  whom 
they  had  fome  doubt,  whether  not  preparing  to  furround  and  attack 
them.  For  this  purpofe  they  detached  a picket  to  confer  with  them, 
of  whom  the  fpokefman  was  the  boldeft  of  the  mutiny,  and,  inftead 
of  propofing  any  conditions  for  Lorrain, 'exhorted  all  he  harangued  to 
follow  their  examj)le,  and  redrefs  their  common  wrongs,  unlefs  the 
whole  army  immediately  received  the  full  arrears  of  their  pay.  His 
words  ran  like  fire:  all, animated  with  the  fame  fpirit, cried  out,  march. 

The  expoftulations  of  their  officers  were  vain,  they  were  ordered  to 
retire.  Parties  and  detachments  were  commanded,  which  brought 
up  the  field-artillery,  the  tumbrils,  oxen,  tents,  and  baggage,  and 
even  obliged  the  buzar  and  market,  which  confifted  of  2000  per-  ’ 

fons,  and  a multitude  of  animals,  to  move  with  them,  and  to  which 
they  appointed  the  ufual  guard.  They  fent  likewife  to  demand  the 
colours;  but,  feeing  the  officers  determined  to  die  rather  than  de- 
liver them,  defified.  As  foon  as  every  thing  was  gathered,  the 
whole  line,  with  feventeen  pieces  of  cannon,  marched  away.  As 
foon  as  they  arrived  at  the  mountain,  they  with  one  voice  eleded 
La  Joye,  the  ferjeant-major  of  the  grenadiers  of  Lorrain,  their 
commander  in  chief ; and  he  immediately  nominated  another  fer- 
jeant  his  major-general,  and  appointed  the  heft  of  the  rank  and 
file  to  command  the  different  companies,  ^^’ith  the  ufual  titles 
of  commiffioned  officers.  Orders  were  then  prepared,  and  read 
at  the  head  of  the  men,  exadling  every  article  of  the  fervice.  The 
camp  was  pitched.  Gentries,  pickets,  advanced  guai'ds,  rounds,  calls, 
with  every  detail  of  duty  and  difeipline,  ftridlly  obferved.  They  did 
not  like,  but  did  not  refufe,  the  vifit  of  feveral  of  their  officers ; 
but  forbade  every  interference  that  feemed  authority.  On  hints 
whether  they  intended  to  go  over  to  the  Engliffi,  they  pointed  to 

their 


530  The  War  of  Coromandel.  Book  XT. 

175^,  their  cannon,  which  were  ranged  in  front  of  the  camp,  facing  the 
noi'th,  from  whence  alone  the  appearance  of  the  Englifh  army 
could  be  expefted.  The  night  palTed  without  riot  or  confufion. 

In  the  mean  time,  expreffes  were  fent  to  Pondicherry,  where  the 
whole  council  immediately  affembled  at  Mr.  Tally’s,  who  accufed 
them  all,  as  the  inftigators  of  the  revolt;  but  produced  10,000  pa- 
godas out  of  his  cheft,  and  fent  them  by  the  Vifcount  Fume),  with 
the  promife  of  a general  pardon  to  the  troops.  The  council  likcwifc 
^ave  affurances  that  the  whole  arrears  fhould  be  difcharg-ed  in  a 
month,  and  fent  their  plate  to  the  mint,  as  an  earneft,  which 
example  was  followed  by  many  of  the  inhabitants.  Fumel  arri\'ed 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th  at  the  camp  of  the  troojjs,  who 
had  moved  fix  miles  farther  on  to  the  weftward,  towards  Arni;  He 
was  permitted  to  confer  with  their  chiefs,  whom  he  harangued  on 
the  obvious  topics  of  defertion,  diflionour,  and  the  deftruction  of  all 
the  French  interefts  in  India,  and  thought  them  fufficiently  relented, 
to  appeal  to  the  whole  ; who,  according  to  his  requefl,  affembled 
round  him  on  the  plain,  to  the  number  of  2000  men.  He  gave 
hints  of  the  money  and  pardon ; and  his  reprefentations  had  well- 
nigh  converted  them,  when  70  or  80,  who  were  the  defperate  mu- 
tineers, and  had  kept  away  from  the  afifembly,  rulhed  in  with  their 
bayonets  fixed,  and  faid,  that  nothing  could  be  determined  without 
their  confent,  which  fhould  never  be  given  to  a reconciliation  before 
they  had  received  every  farthing  of  their  arrears.  Fumel,  thinking 
neither  their  number  or  violence  fafficlent  to  revoke  the  imprefiion 
he  had  made,  broke  up  the  affembly,  fignifying,  that  he  fhould  re- 
turn to  Vandiwafh,  and  wait  there  three  hours  for  their  determi- 
nation, before  he  returned  to  Pondicherry.  W ithin  the  time  the 
anfwer  came  ; the  ferjeant  La  Joye  was  a fenfible  man,  and  difap- 
proving,  although  he  commanded  the  revolt,  prevailed  on  them  to 
be  content  with  receiving  fix  months  pay  immediately,  the  reft  in  a 
month,  and  a general  amnefty,  figned  by  Mr.  Lally,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  council  of  Pondicherry.  Accounts  were  imme- 
diately begun;  and,  whilft  waiting  for  them  and  the  return  of  mel- 
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fengers  from  Pondicherry,  the  troops  continued  abroad  with  the 
fame  regularity  as  before,  under  his  command.  The  pardon  arrived, 
and  the  money  was  paid  on  the  2 1 ft  in  the  morning,  and  the  whole 
body,  excepting  30  who  had  dcferted,.  marched  back  under  the  com- 
mand of  their  former  officers  to  Vandiwafh,  where  before  evening 
the  whole  camp  was  enlivened  with  dances  and  jollity,  as  if  after 
fome  fignal  lliccefs. 

]\Ir.  liufty,  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  revolt,  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed no  farther,  until  he  faw  the  event.  The  difcontent  caught  the 
troops  he  had  taken  with  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  appcafe  them 
by  a month’s  pay,  and  then  to  wait,  until  the  money  to  make  up 
the  fix  months,  as  to  the  reft  of  the  army,  was  remitted  from  Van- 
diwafti ; and  before  he  refumed  his  march,  feveral  incidents  had 
happened,  which  neceftitated  him  to  change  the  ftate  of  his  detach- 
ment, and  the  rout  he  intended  to  take. 

As  foon  as  the  Englifh  army,  returning  from  their  unfuccefsful 
attempt  at  Vandiwafti,  arrived  at  Conjeveram,  200  Europeans,  with 
two  field-pieces,  200  black  horfe,  and  500  Sepoys,  were  detached 
under  the  command  of  Captain  More,  towards  the  encampment  of 
Baftaulut  Jung  at  Sidaporum;  they  were  to  be  joined  in  the  way  by 
the  fix  companies  of  Sepoys  at  Tripetti,  by  1000  belonging  to 
Nazeabullah  at  Nelore,  and  by  the  Europeans  in  both  thefe  jdaces, 
who  were  about  70.  This  force  was  intended  to  follow  and  har- 
rafs  Baftaulut  Jung’s  army,  if  they  fliould  march  round  to  meet 
and  join  Mr.  BufTy ; but  it  was  the  15th  of  Odober  before  they 
reached  Kalaftri,  where  the  troops  from  Tripetti  arrived  the  fame 
day,  but  thofe  from  Nelore  had  not  yet  advanced.  The  two  Poly- 
gars,  Bangar  Yatcham  and  Damerla  Venkatypettah,  terrified  by  the 
cavalry  of  Baffaulut  Jung  at  their  borders,  and  doubtful  of  the  dif- 
tant  protedion  of  the  Englifh  troops,  temporized,  and  according  to 
his  fummons  went  to  his  camp,  accompanied  by  Sampetrow.  This 
man,  who  has  been  formerly  mentioned,  came  into  the  province  with 
the  Nabob  Anwarodean  Khan,  and  had  ferved  as  his  Duan,  or 
prime-minifter,  until  his  death ; after  which,  he  w'as  fometimes 
confulted  and  employed,  but  never  trufted,  by  Mahomedally,  and 
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I 759.  had  a little  before  the  liege  of  Madrafs  retired  with  his  wealth,  which 
was  confiderable,  to  Kalaftri.  His  difgulf  to  the  prefent  Nabob  had 
attached  him  to  Maphuzc  Khan,  who  flill  continued  helplefs  and 
difcontented,  endeavouring  to  keep  up  the  diflurbances  which  he  had 
created  in  the  Tinivelly  countries.  An  officer  deputed  by  them 
both  went  to  Baffaulut  Jung,  as  foon  as  it  was  known  that  he  had 
leparated  from  his  brothers,  Salabadjing  and  Nizamally ; and  it  is 
faid,  feconded  the  ad\  ice  of  the  French  in  his  fervice,  to  enter  the 
Carnatic,  but  with  very  different  views  ; for  Sampetrovy  who  ma- 
naged the  intrigue,  intended  that  Baffaulut  Jung  Ihould  proclaim 
himfelf  Nabob,  and  appoint  him  his  duan ; forefeeing  that  the 
concerns  of  his  countries  nearer  the  Kriffna  would  loon  call  him 
away ; u hen  he  intended  that  Baffaulut  Jung  ffrould  nominate  Ma- 
jjhuzc  Khan  his  deputy  in  the  Carnatic,  and  Sampetrow  continuing 
duan,  would,  by  his  alcendance  over  hlaphuze  Khan,  gather  the 
whole  power  of  the  government  into  his  own  hands.  When  it  was 
obje6led  what  engagements  were  to  be  taken  or  kept  with  the  French, 
Sampetrow  faid.  None,  if  poffible,  \^  ith  either  them  or  the  Engliffi; 
but,  if  neceffitated  to  chufe,  Maphuze  Khan  was  at  leaff;  equally  free 
from  predilection  to  either.  As  a fpecimen  of  his  own  abilities  for 
the  fituation  to  w’hich  he  afpired,  he  perfuaded  the  two  Polygars  to 
make  each  of  them  a prefent  of  40,000  rupees  in  ready  money,  and 
added  the  fame  fum  of  his  own.  This  afliffance  was  very  much 
wanted,  and  gave  recommendation  to  his  counfel,  of  which  he  was 
expecting  the  effeCt,  when  an  officer  of  the  firff:  diftinCtion  in  Sala- 
badjing’s  court,  and  the  confident  of  Nizamally,  arrived  in  the 
camp,  with  offers  of  frieiidfliip,  reconciliation,  and  grants,  to  dif- 
fuade  Baffaulut  Jung  from  entering  into  any  alliance  with  the 
French  againff  the  Englilh.  Nizamally  forefaw  that  the  flandard 
of  his  brother,  as  the  fon  of  Nizamalmuluck,  with  the  force  he  com- 
manded, and  his  refources,  if  aCting  in  conjunClion  with  the  French 
in  the  Carnatic,  might  turn  the  fortune  of  the  war  in  their  favour  : 
and,  in  their  fuccefs,  he  faw  and  dreaded,  with  abomination,  the 
reftoration  of  Mr.  Buffy  to  the  councils  of  Salabadjing,  as  the  ruin 
of  his  own  ambition.  Baffaulut  Jung  inclined  to  the  advice  of  Sam- 
petrow, 
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petrow,  and  would  probably  have  advanced  into  the  plains  of  the  1759- 
Carnatic,  with  equal  profeffions  to  the  French  and  Englifl-i,  if  the  Odob^ 
Eiiglifh  troops  had  not  arrived  as  they  did  at  Kalaflri.  Their  ap- 
pearance difconcerted  him  the  more  becaufe  the  commander  of  the 
French  troops  in  his  army,  and  the  agent  deputed  to  him  from 
Pondicherry,  had,  with  as  much  confidence  as  imprudence,  aflured 
him,  before  he  croffed  the  Pennar,  that  Mr.  Buffy  would  join  him 
at  Sydaporum  on  the  ift  of  October.  It  was  now  the  19th,  and 
Baffaulut  Jung,  fo  long  dlfappointed,  would  not  at  length  believe 
that  Mr.  Bufly  had  even  left  Pondicherry ; when  reports  arrived  of 
the  revolt  at  Vandiwafh  ; on  which,  he  heat  his  great  drum,  re- 
crofTed  the  Pennar,  and  marched  to  the  N.  w.  into  the  country  of 
Cudapah,  towards  the  capital  of  the  fame  name.  The  French  troops 
accompanied  him,  dlflreffed  for  neceffaries;  hut  their  officers  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  requeft  of  Mr.  Bufly,  that  he  would  immediately 
advance  and  join  him  in  Cudapah.  Mr.  Bufly  received  this  intelli- 
gence on  the  24th,  and  fet  out  the  fame  day  ; hut,  as  more  than  half 
the  way  he  had  to  pafs  was  through  the  mountains,  he  took  with 
him  only  three  companies,  of  Sepoys,  100  of  the  European  horfe,  and 
200  black  under  a good  partizan,  which  he  had  enlifled  at  his 
own  expence  at  Arcot,  becaufe  thofe  he  had  brought  from  Vandi- 
wafli  were  gone  off  for  want  of  pay.  They  marched  without  artil- 
lery and  with  very  little  baggage. 

The  monfoon,  with  ligns  of  flormy  weather,  warned  Admiral 
Pococke  to  quit  the  coaft;  the  prefidency  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
him  to  leave  fuch  of  his  Ihips  as  did  not  require  the  dock,  in  the 
bay  of  Trinconamalee;  from  whence  they  might  return  with  the 
fair  weather  in  January,  ready  to  oppole  any  part  of  the  French  fqua- 
dron,  which  might  be  fent  back  expeditioufly  from  the  iflands,  in 
order  to  command  the  coaft  during;  the  abfence  of  the  Enslifh  : hut 

O O ^ 

Mr.  Pococke  judicioufly  refolved  not  to  diminilh  his  ftrength,  until  he 
had  rounded  Ceylon,  and  was  far  enough  up  the  Malabar  coaft  to 
he  fure  the  enemy  were  not  waiting  to  meet  him  there,  under  this 
very  difadvantage  : but  promifed,  as  foon  as  fecure  from  this  event, 
to  fend  round  Mr.  Cornilh’s  fliips,  if  they  fhould  join  him  in  the 
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1759.  wav.  On  the  i6th,  the  Revenge,  which  had  been  left  cruizing  to 

Oclo^.  the  fouthward,  came  in  with  intelligence  that  fhe  had  on  the  8th 

fallen  in  with  Mr.  Cornifh’s  divifion,  and  three  Indiamen,  having 
on  board  Colonel  Coote,  with  600  men,  the  remainder  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  that  they  v/ere  beating  up  to  Madrafs.  Mr.  Pococke 
failed,  with  his  fquadron,  at  break  of  day  on  the  i8th,  and  the  fame 
night  met  Mr.  Cornillf  s off  Pondicherry ; he  immediately  put  luch 
of  the  troops  as  were  on  board  the  men  of  war  into  the  Queenfbo- 
rough  frigate,  and  lent  her  away,  with  the  three  Indiamen,  to  IVIa- 
drafs ; were  they  did  not  arrive  until  the  27th,  taking  ten  days 
ao-ainft  the  monfoon  to  oain  what  with  it  might  have  been  run  in  as 
many  hours.  As  foon  as  the  troops  were  landed,  200  from  the  camp 
were  embarked,  in  five  Indiamen,  for  Bengal,  with  Major  Calliaud, 
whom  Colonel  Clive  had  requefled  might  be  fent  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  in  that  province,  if  Colonel  Coote  fhould  be  de- 
tained to  ferve  on  the  coafi:.  Sixty  Europeans  had  been  fent  a few 
days  before  to  Mafulipatam;  but  thefe  detachments  were  partly  com- 
penfated  by  another  exchange  of  prifoners  with  Pondicherry,  from 
whence  1 70,  all  that  remained  there,  were  delivered,  and  arrived 
on  the  1 7th  at  Madrals. 

The  lafi:  exchange  before  this  in  Augufi;  had  cleared  Tritchinopoly 
of  the  remainder  of  the  French  prifoners  in  confinement  there.  The 
numbers  which,  on  different  fucceffes,  had  been  brought  into  the  city, 
were  670,  all  taken  during  the  campaigns  of  Colonel  Lawrence, 
under  the  walls  of  the  city;  but  only  400  were  remaining  to  be  re- 
leafed, in  the  late  exchanges:  of  the  reft  moft  had  died  ; 30  had  been 
fent  on  their  offer  of  enlifting  to  ferve  with  Mahomed  Iftbof  in  the 
countries  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly ; and  the  others,  who,  although 
foreigners  were  not  Frenchmen,  had  been  admitted  to  ferve  in  the 
garrilbn  of  Tritchinopoly,  which,  the  final  clearance  of  its  dungeons 
releafed  from  the  fevereft  and  moft  anxious  part  of  their  duty. 
The  detachment  of  90  men  fent  from  Madrafs,  arrived  at  the  city  on 
' the  26th  of  Auguft.  The  I>jtch  at  Negapatam  would  not  let  them 
land  in  their  bounds,  which  obliged  them  to  come  on  ftiore  in  the  open 
town  of  Nagore,  were  they  would  have  been  expofed  to  rifque,  if 
o • there 
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there  had  been  a flroiig  force  in  the  French  fort  of  Karical.  With  1759. 
this  reinforcement  the  garrifon  had  250  eftimated  Europeans,  moil 
of  whom  were  invalids,  deferters,  or  Topalfes,  and  3000  Sepoys ; 
and  the  Nabob  ftill  maintained  his  1000  horfe,  which  had  afforded 
parties  fufficient  to  fecure  the  revenues  of  the  diflrifls  of  Tritchino* 
poly  fouth  of  the  Coleroon,  of  Seringham  on  the  other  fide,  and  even 
farther  on  to  Volcondah,  before  the  detachment  with  Fumel  had  ex- 
tended the  authority  of  the  French  government  as  far  as  Utatoor. 

The  intermediate  villages,  of  which  the  French  had  lately  taken 
pofifeffion,  had  remained  for  many  months  before  unmolelfed,  and 
were  flourifhmg;  and,  as  foon  as  it  was  known  that  Fumel  was  re- 
turning from  Volcondah  to  Pondicherry,  Captain  Jofeph  Smith  de- 
tached Captain  Richard  Smith,  with  180  Europeans,  four  guns,  800 
Sepoys,  and  500  of  the  Nabob’s  horfe,  to  recover  the  country  that 
had  been  loft.  They  marched  on  the  i8th  of  September;  but  had 
only  croffed  the  Coleroon,  when  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  French 
fquadron  at  Pondicherry  alarmed  the  Nabob  fo  much,  that  to  quiet 
his  apprehenfions,  all  the  Europeans,  with  600  of  the  Sepoys,  were 
recalled  into  the  city ; but  the  horfe,  with  the  other  200  Sepoys, 
went  on  to  Utatoor.  Colonel  Brereton,  when  determined  to  march 
againfl  the  French  at  Vandiwalh,  had  enjoined  Jofeph  Smith  to 
undertake  fome  enterprize  which  might  draw  off  a part  of  their 
force  from  their  Rations  towards  the  Paliar,  and  oblige  them  to  de- 
tain to  the  fouthward,  what  might  be  at  this  time  in  thofe  quarters ; 
his  letters  arrived  on  the  6th  of  Odiober.  J.  Smith  had  for  fome  time 
meditated  an  attempt  to  retake  Devi  Cotah  by  furprize,  to  give  the 
fquadron  a certain  Ration,  from,  which  they  might  be  fupplied  with 
water  and  provifions,  without  begging  leave,  as  it  were,  of  the  Danes 
and  Dutch.  The  opportunity  was  at  this  time  probable;  for, confiding 
in  the  remotenefs  of  its  fituation  from  any  of  the  Englifh  Rations,  and 
wanting  troops  in  other  parts,  Mr.  Tally  had  reduced  the  garrifon  to 
30  Europeans  and  100  Sepoys;  and  the  Coleroon,  which  dilem- 
bogueth  into  the  fea  near  Devi  Cotah,  was  at  this  time  full  and  rapid. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th,  Captain  Richard  Smith,  with  1 40  Europeans 
and  Topaffes,  300  Sepoys,  two  petards,  and  fome  fcaling  ladders, 
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T 75^.  embarked  in  two  large  boats,  which  feiwed  as  ferries  over  the  Cole- 
Odo^.  roon,  and  thirteen  of  wicker,  covered  with  leather,  which  are  like- 
wife  nfed  on  the  fame  river.  Lieutenant  Horne,  with  500  Sepoys, 
and  two  field-pieces,  marched  two  days  before  to  Tanjore,  and  the 
Nabob’s  horfe,  with  the  200  Sepoys,  advanced  from  Outatoor  to  the 
diffrifts  of  Verdachelum  ; all  the  three  parties  were  to  join,  and  at- 
tack Chilambarum,  if  the  attempt  on  Devi  Cotah  fucceeded.  It  was 
expe6led,  that  the  current  would  carry  the  boats  down  in  60  hours, 
although  the  diftance  by  the  courfe  of  the  river  is  200  miles. 
Heavy  rains  commenced  as  foon  as  the  troops  were  embarked,  and 
continued  this  and  the  fucceeding  day.  At  the  noon  of  the  iith 
they  landed  in  an  unfrequented  part  covered  with  wood  to  drefs 
their  meal  and  clean  their  arms  ; in  the  enfuing  night,  one  of  the 
large  boats,  in  which  was  Enfign  Hunterman,  with  half  the  Eu- 
ropeans and  TopafTes,  the  fcaling  ladders  and  petards,  and  fevcn  of 
the  fmaller  boats,  loft  the  main  channel  of  the  river,  and  entered 
into  that  which  leads  from  it  on  the  left  toward  Chilambarum, 
and  foon  after  ran  aground  on  a bank  of  fand  ; where  feeing  no- 
thing of  the  other  boats,  and  uncertain  whether  they  were  before 
or  behind,  or  whether  they  might  not  likewife  have  ftruck 
on  fome  fand,  Hunterman  refolved  to  remain  where  he  was  until 
day-light ; before  which.  Captain  Smith,  with  the  reft  of  the  boats, 
was  arrived  at  the  rendezvous,  five  miles  from  Devi  Cotah,  and 
waiting  for  thofe  with  Hunterman,  which  did  not  come  up  until 
the  evening.  This  delay  difcovered  the  detachment.  Neverthe- 
lefs  Captain  Smith  marched  acrofs  the  land,  and  took  poft  on 
the  14th,  intending  to  efcalade  in  the  enfuing  night.  Two  broad 
and  deep  channels  of  the  Coleroon  pafs  along  the  north  and  fouth 
tides  of  the  fort ; the  ground  to  the  weft  was  at  this  time  a morafs  ; 
the  eaftern  face  ftanding  on  dry  fand,  was  the  only  part  acceflible  ; 
but  had  a dry  ditch  and  glacis;  both,  however,  flight.  The  boats 
carrying  the  troops  dropt  down  the  north  channel  to  the  ftrand, 
where  all  landed.  The  Europeans  were  to  efcalade,  the  Sepoys  to 
fuftain  them,  and  no  fire  was  to  be  given  by  any  on  any  caufe, 
before  the  Europeans  bad  gained  footing  on  the  rampart.  The 
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moon  was  rifen,  and  the  Europeans  with  the  ladders  were  never- 
thelefs  at  the  .foot  of  the  wall  before  they  were  difcovered  by  the 
garrifon,  who  immediately  thronged  and  fired;  which  the  Sepoys 
at  the  creft  of  the  glacis,  who  fhared  part  of  it,  returned  in  much 
hurry  and  confufion,  and  then  ran  away ; on  which  Captain  Smith 
feeing  no  farther  probability  of  fuccefs,  ordered  the  Europeans  to 
retreat  likewife.  Thirty  of  them  had  continued  in  the  boats,,  un^ 
able  to  move  with  fwelled  legs,  acquired  by  fitting  6o  hours  up  to 
their  knees  in  water ; and  nine,  who  were  foreigners,  had  defert- 
ed.  The  next  day  he  received  intelligence  of  the  repulfe  of  the 
Englifh  troops  at  Vandiwafh,  fignified  with  apprehenfions  of  evil 
confequenccs  from  the  ill  fuccefs  ; and  this  news,  with  the  inif- 
chances  of  his  party,  and  the  preparation  of  the  garrifon  rendered 
farther  perfeverance  imprudent.  In  the  morning  the  difabled  men 
were  fent  off  to  Atchaveram,  and  the  reft  followed  in  the  afternoon. 
The  fwelling  of  the  rivers  had  prevented  Horne’s  detachment  from 
advancing  beyond  Tanjore;  and  if  they  had,  the  news  of  the  re- 
pulfe at  Vandiwafh,  would  equally  have  prevented  the  attempt  on 
Chilambarum  ; and  they  were  ordered  to  return  to  Tritchinopoly,. 
Captain  Smith  followed,  with  his  own  detachment,  and  all  the 
ftores,  through  the  country  along  the  fouth  bank  of  the  Coleroon, 
and  arrived  on  the  24th.  The  fmall  boats  were  burnt  for  want  of 
hands  to  carry  them  back,  but  the  two  larger  were  left  to  be  towed, 
up,  as  foon  as  the  frefhes  were  pafted. 

All  the  revenues  collefted  by  the  French  government,  even  when 
their  poffeftions  were  moft  extended,  had  never  fufficed  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  field.  Much  ground  had  lately  been  recovered  by  the 
Englifh;  whofe  reinforcements,  and  their  late,. although  unfliccefsful,, 
attack  on  Vandiwafh  alarmed  the  country  on  the  fouth  of  the  Paliar; 
in  which  many  of  the  villagers  were  quitting  their  fields,  which  gave 
the  renters  fpecious  pretexts  to  require  abatements  on  their  leafes 
from  the  adminiftration  of  Pondicherry.  No  money,  anti  many 
debts  remained  in  the  treafury  there  : and  the  late  revolt  demonftra- 
ted  that  the  troops  could  not  be  trufted  for  the  time  to  come  any 
longer  than  they  fhould  be  ftri6lly  paid.  The  only  part  of  the  pro- 
vince 
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vInce,  whether  under  the  French,  the  Englifli,  or  the  Nabob’s  au- 
thority, which  had  lately  remained  exempt  from  ravage,  contribu- 
tions, or  military  operations,  was  the  country  from  Outatoor  to  the 
fouthern  diftricts-  of  Tritchinopoly,  including  the  rich  and  fertile 
ifland  of  Serin gham  ; where  the  approaching  haiweft  of  December, 
which  is  by  far  the  greateft  of  the  year,  promifed  in  this,  a more 
abundant  crop  than  ufual.  The  government’s  fhare  was  valued  at 
600,000  rupees,  and  would  be  received  in  February.  From  thefe 
conliderations  Mr.  Tally  refolved  to  take  poffeflion  of  thefe  coun- 
tries, with  a force  fufficient  to  keep  the  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly 
within  their  walls.  But  as  this  could  not  be  effected,  without  ex- 
pofing  the  ftations  and  country  near  the  Paliar  to  rifque,  by  the  fiib- 
ftradion  of  fuch  a number  of  troops  as  would  be  fent  away  to  the 
fouthward,  he  meant  to  flation  800  men  near  Arcot,  who  were  to 
move  to  the  relief  of  any  place  that  might  be  attacked;  and,  with  this 
affiftance  in  profpedt,  he  fuppofed  that  the  garrifons  he  fliould  leave 
in  the  forts,  although  very  {lender,  would  defend  themfelves  to  ex- 
tremity, and  protradl  the  lucceifes  of  the  Englilh  force,  until  his 
objeft  to  the  fouth\^’ard  was  accomplifhed.  Mr.  Deleyrit,  and  the 
Council  of  Pondicherry,  objedled  to  the  feparation  of  the  army,  as 
fraught  with  the  mold  dangerous  confequences.  Mr.  Tally  imputed 
their  repugnance  to  the  intention  he  had  declared  of  farming  out  the 
colle6lions  under  his  own  infpeclion,  by  which  they  would  be  de- 
prived, as  he  fuppofed,  of  their  ufual  perquifites;  and  they  attributed 
his  propeniity  to  the  expedition  to  the  fame  fpirit  of  peculation. 

To  confirm  the  appearance  of  maintaining  the  Paliar,  a detachment 
of  50  men  of  Tally’s  regiment  attacked  three  companies  of  Sepoys, 
polled  in  a village  called  Checkrimalore,  fituated  on  the  fouth  bank  of 
the  river,  in  a line  oppofite  to  Conjeveram;  but  the  Sepoys  flood  firm, 
killed  five,  and  took  three  men,  with  an  officer  mortally,  wounded. 
Two  companies  were  likewife  polled  at  Salawauk,  between  Outra- 
malore  and  Chinglapet,  of  which  Tieutenant  Fletcher  drew  off  one 
to  llrengthen  the  efcort  proceeding  with  the  lall  exchange  of  French 
prifoners  to  Sadrafs ; on  which  the  French  guard  at  Outramalore 
drove  away  the  other  company  remaining  at  Salawauk ; but  a few 

days 
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davs  after,  Lieutenant  Fletcher  recovered  this  pofr.  At  the  fame  i 759. 
time,  parties  and  detachments  were  continually  moving,  to  accom- 
pliih  the  difpohtions  Mr.  Lally  had  arranged.  The  troops  allotted 
for  the  fouthern  expedition  were  900  Europeans,  of  which  loo  were 
cavalrv,  1000  Sepoys,  200  black  horfe,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  Crillon;  their  rendezvous  was  at 
I'hiagar,  to  which  they  rel'orted  from  different  parts  by  various 
routes,  and  were  all  affembled  there  on  the  eleventh  of  November. 

Neither  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs,  nor  Captain  Smith  at  Trit- 
chinopoly,  obtained  any  certain  account  of  their  force  or  inten- 
tions.  The  Nabob’s  horfe,  with  the  500  Sepoys,  which  had  been 
fent  to  Verdachelum,  and  had  done  no  little  mifchief  during 
their  excurfion,  had  returned  to  Utatoor  on  the  12th,  and  were  halt- 
ing there  on  the  15th,  when  they  difcovered  an  advanced  party  of 
the  enemy,  which  they  fuppofed  the  whole,  and  immediately  re- 
treated to  Pitchandah ; a few  hours  after,  the  enemy  came  up  to 
Samiaveram,and  the  next  day,  their  horfe  advanced,  and  reconnoitered 
the  banks  of  the  Coleroon,  and  then  fell  back  and  took  pod:  with  the 
reft  in  the  village  and  pagoda  of  Munlurpet.  The  whole  force 
was  35  Europeans,  100  Coffrees,  500  Sepoys,  two  guns,  and  fome 
black  horfe,  commanded  by  a partizan  and  two  fubalterns;  of  which 
Jofeph  Smith  obtained  right  intelligence;  and  early  the  next  morn- 
ing fent  out  1 o companies  of  Sepoys,  i 20  Europeans  andTopaffes,  fix 
field-])ieces,  and  400  of  the  Nabob’s  horfe,  under  the  command  of  his 
fecond  Richard  Smith,  and  from  the  intimacy  between  them  he 
accompanied  the  detachment  as  a volunteer.  They  croffed  the  Caveri 
and  Coleroon  oppofite  to  the  city.  The  village  of  Munlurpet 
had  rice-fields  in  front,  through  which  the  road,  onwards  to  the  Co- 
leroon was  a caufeway  railed  above  them;  fo  that  the  enemy  had  no  at- 
tack to  fear  on  this  fide,  and  their  retreat  was  open  to  Samiaveram 
and  Utatore.  The  banks  of  the  Coleroon  are  fceep  and  high,  and 
the  water  at  this  time  was  fo  low  as  to  run  only  in  fmall  channels, 
leaving  large  beds  of  fand,  and  afhore  of  it,  under  the  banks.  Three 
companies  of  Sepoys  were  fent  up  the  bank  with  the  colours  of  all 
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1 759.  the  companies,  which  they  clirplayed  at  proper  diftances  to  refemble, 
N^emSr.  whilfl  the  main  body  of  the  detachment  filed  nnfeen  under  the 
bank,  two  miles  on  to  the  right,  when  quitting  the  river,  they  con- 
tinued their  march  in  the  bed  of  a water-courfe  then  dry,  w'hich  led 
to  the  north,  and  brought  them  on  two  miles,  Rill  undifeovered,  until 
they  were  in  a line  vdth  Munfurpet,  when  the  water-courfe  turn- 
ing another  way  the  troops  came  out  of  it;  and  as  they  were  afeend- 
ing  a rifing  ground  jufr  before  them,  within  a mile  and  a half  of 
hlunfurpet,  were  for  the  firR  time  perceived  by  the  enemy  there; 
whofe  confufion  w'as  much  lefs  than  might  have  been  expe<Sted  from 
the  furprize.  They  got,  although  in  hurry,  their  line  into  order, 
and  beg^an  to  retreat  faR  in  order  to  g-ain  Samiaveram.  The  Nabob’s 
horfe  were  detached  to  harafs  and  impede  their  front,  and  by  hard 
driving  four  of  the  field-pieces  were  brought  near  enough  to  fire  upon 
their  line  of  march,  when  they  very  imprudently  unlimbered  their 
guns  to  return  this  fire.  Neverthelefs  the  purfuit  laRed  four  miles, 
when  thev  halted  in  a village,  to  Rand  the  brunt;  but  were  foon 
beat  from  their  guns,  and  the  whole  broke,  and  every  man  begged 
quarter.  One  officer,  1 5 Europeans,  and  30  Coffrees,  were  made 
prifoners;  moRof  the  reR  of  thefe  troops  were  killed  during  the  purfuit 
and  fight.  Some  of  the  Sepoys  were  cut  down  in  the  beginning  of  the  rout 
by  the  Nabob’s  horfe,  who  were  immediately  ordered  to  fpare  all  who 
flung  down  their  arms.  The  two  guns,  two  tumbrils,  a great  quantity 
« of  ammunition,  all  the  baggage,  and  an  elephant,  were  taken.  Captain 
Richard  Smith  converfing  with  one  of  the  prifoners,  obtained  in- 
formation from  him  of  the  force  with  Mr.  Crillon,  and,  to  his  great 
furprize,  that  it  would  encamp  this  very  evening  at  Utatore,  and  ad- 
vance on  the  morrow.  Fatiguing  as  the  ferv  ice  of  the  day  had  been, 
no  time  was  to  be  loR.  The  whole  detachment,  with  their  pri- 
foners and  fpoils,  returned  that  night  to  the  bank  of  the  Coleroon, 
and  flept  on  their  arms,  and  early  the  next  morning  began  to  crofs 
the  river,  in  which  a Ridden  frefli  was  coming  down,  which  obliged 
the  latter  part  of  the  detachment  to  pafs  in  boats,  and  the  laR  boat 
in  which  was  one  of  the  guns,  was  driven  on  a fand,  from  whence 
it  took  four  hours  to  releafe  it,  and  four  men  were  drowned  in  the 

attempt; 
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attempt ; and  by  this  time  the  foremoft  of  Crillon’s  troops  appeared  on  1759. 
the  hank  of  the  river.  The  flood  kept  them  there  until  the  20th,  when 
they  eroded  Into  the  ifland  of  Seringham,  and  encamped  opjiofite 
to  the  weft  face  of  the  pagoda,  in  which  Captain  J.  Smith  hadflatloncd 
300  Sepoys,  500  Colleries  armed  with  their  long  lances,  and  two 
field-pieces,  wdth  European  gunners.  The  outward  wail  of  the  pa- 
goda, being  40  feet  high,  can  neither  he  defended  nor  efcaladed ; and, 
if  battered  down,  which  would  he  tedious,  the  ruins  vrould  be  dif- 
ficult to  pafs.  The  great  gateway  is  ithin,  40  feet  high,  30  broad, 
and  40  through  to  the  infide  of  the  pagoda.  As  it  is  impolfible  to 
weild  gates  of  fuch  a furface,  a wall  20  feet  high  had  been  raifed 
acrofs  the  middle  of  the  paflage,  and  in  the  wall  was  left  an  opening, 
in  which  likewife  no  gate  had  been  erefted.  A trench  was  therefore 
dug  acrofs  the  paflage  in  front,  and  a parapet  was  railed  behind  the  open- 
ing for  the  field-pieces.  Atday-break  on  the  2ifl:,the  French  advanced 
their  heaviefl:  cannon,  which  foon  beat  down  the  partition-wall,  and 
difabled  the  field-pieces  on  the  parapet.  They  then  ran  to  the  aflault, 
and  flormed  their  way  in;  not  without  much  refiflance  from  the 
Sepoys,  but  very  little  from  the  Colleries.  Irritated  by  their  lofs, 
they  refufed  quarter  for  fome  time  after  all  refiflance  had  ceafed. 

They  then  turned  out  whom  they  had  fpared,  when  the  mufketry 
fired  upon  them  as  they  were  going  away,  and  fome  of  the  European 
horfe  rode  after  and  cut  down  others:  but  neither  with  the  permif- 
lion  of  their  officers.  The  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly  beheld  this 
wanton  cruelty  from  the  walls;  but  could  give  no  relief.  Few  of 
the  Sepoys  regained  the  city,  and  one  of  the  three  companies  was 
entirely  lofl.  Jofeph  Smith  reproached  Crillon  feverely  for  this 

barbarity. 

./ 

The  Prelidency,  as  foon  as  certified  of  the  deflinatlon  of  this  part 
of  the  French  army,  relblved  that  the  whole  of  their  own  fliould  im- 
mediately take  the  held.  I'he  choice  of  operations  was  left  to  Colonel 
Coote,  who  on  the  2 ifl  of  November  came  from  Madrafs  to  Conjeve- 
ram,  where  the  largefl  divifion  of  the  troO})S  were  in  cantonment. 

Flaving  taken  the  command,  he  immediately  aflembled  a council  of 
war,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the  feparatc<l  and  diflant  fitua- 
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tions  of  the  enemy’s  troops,  left  a fair  opportunity  to  reduce  the  fort 
of  V’^andivvalh,  which  it  was  determined  to  try.  The  trooos  which 
had  landed  with  Colonel  Coote,  joined  the  camp  at  Conjeveram  on 
the  23d;  from  whence  Captain  Prefton  was  fent  off  the  fame  day 
with  his  own  company  of  infantry  and  of  the  pioneers,  to  remain 
at  Chinglapet,  in.  rcadinefs  to  advance  with  them  when  called  for 
to  V andiwalli,  bringing  likewifetwo  eighteen-pounders  and  a howitz. 
The  next  evening  hlajor  Brereton  proceeded  with  a ftrong  detachment 
to  attack  Trivatore;  and  on  the  25th  Colonel  Coote  with  the  main 
body  advanced  toward  Arcot,  where  all  the  enemy’s  troops  in  the 
field  were  encamped.  Thefe  difpofitions  were  meant  to  perplex  their 
guefs  of  what  blow  was  intended;  they  had  moft  reafon  to  expedt 
againft  Arcot,  but  neverthelefs  concluded  Vandiwafh. 

A party  fent  forward  by  IVIajor  Brereton  invefted  Trivatore  at  nine, 
at  night,  but  kept  their  guards  fo  negligently,  that  the  garrifon, 
which  were  only  a company  of  Sepoys,  efcaped  through  them  be- 
fore morning.  Major  Brereton,  leaving  two  companies  of  Sepoys  in 
Trivatore,  marched  on  with  his  divifion,  and  arrived  the  next  day,, 
which  was  the  26th,  at  Vandiwafh.  Early  the  next  morning  they 
affaulted  the  pettah  and  carried  it,  after  a flight  refiflance  from  fome 
Sepoys,  but  wdthout  any  lofs. 

Colonel  Coote  arrived  the  fame  morning  with  his  divifion  at  Arcot, 
TvEere  he  faw  nothing  of  the  enemy’s  troops  on  the  ground  of  their 
encampment  near  the  town.  They  had  fent  a detachment  on  the  night 
of  the  24th,  jDreceding  the  morning  that  Colonel  Coote  began  his  march, 
which  attacked  the  Englifh  poft  at  Checkrimalore,  where  the  three 
companies  of  Sepoys  had  juft  been  reinforced,  without  the  enemy’s 
knowledge,  with  50  Europeans  from  Conjeveram.  Their  detachment 
attacked  before  day-break  of  the  25th,  and  were  repulfed  with  the  lofs 
of  20  Europeans,  and  their  commanding  ofEcer,  and  retreated  imme- 
diately to  Chittapet;  to  which,  as  aj^pointed  the  general  rendez- 
vous, the  reft  of  the  troops  in  the  field  at  Arcot  were  on  their  march 
in  the  evening  of  the  26th,  whilft  Colonel  Coote’s  divifion  was  ap- 
proaching the  ground  they  were  quitting.  In  the  evening  of  the 
2.7th,  fome  hours  after  his  aiTival  at  Arcot,  Colonel  Coote  received. 
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an'  exprefs  from  Major  Brereton  of  his  fuccefs  on  the  pettah  of  V’^an- 
<liwafh;  and  immediately  made  a forced  march  towards  him.  The  next 
day,  he  left  Major  Monfon  to  bring  on  the  line,  and  proceeding  with 
the  cavalry,  arrived  before  noon  at  Vandiwafh,  where  Brereton  had 
almod;  completed  a battery  for  the  two  eighteen-pounders  which 
accompanied  his  divifion.  It  was  ereded  in  the  weftern  pettah, 
againft  the  tower  and  cavalier  in  the  s.  w.  angle  of  the  fort.  In 
the  night,  another  battery  was  begun  near  the  n.  w.  angle  of  the 
fouthern  pettah,  diredly  oppofte  to  the  fame  tower;  and  both 
were  completed  before  the  morning;  but  as  the  two  eighteen- 
pounders  expeded  from  Chinglapet  were  not  arrived,  two  twelve 
pounders  brought  up  from  the  line  were  mounted  in  their  ftead.  Hi- 
therto the  enemy  had  fired  day  and  night  from  the  walls,  and  onw 
nightly  wounded  one  man.  The  fire  of  the  batteries  opened  with 
the  day,  which  was  the  29th,  and  the  tower  attacked  was  filenced, 
and  apradicable  breach  made  in  it,  before  noon:  when  Colonel Coote 
fummoned  the  French  officer,  who  anfwered,  that  he  fhould  obey 
the  orders  he  had  received,  to  defend  the  fort  to  extremity.  The 
batteries  then  continued  to  difmantle  other  parts  of  the  defences;  and 
in  the  evening  Major  Monfon  came  up,  with  the  main  body  of  the 
army. 

In  the  morning,  the  Kellidar  fent  fbme  of  his  officers  and  fer- 
vants,  to  ftipulate  for  his  own  fecurity  in  the  event.  Colonel  Coote 
pledged  himfelf  to  continue  him  in  the  fort,  and  in  the  rent  of  the 
diftrids,  as  a dependant  of  the  Company,  if  he  w^ould,  with  his  own 
troops,  feize,  and  deliver  up  thofe  he  had  admitted  belonging  to  the 
French;  but  infified  on  a pofitive  anfwer  by  two  in  the  afternoon; 
at  which  hour  no  anfwer  came  ; but  a little  after,  the  French  foldiers 
appeared  on  the  walls,  and  called  out  that  they  would  deliver  up  the 
fort.  Colonel  Coote  chanced  to  be  at  the  battery,  and  immediately 
ordered  a company  of  Sepoys  to  advance,  and  take  pofifeffion  of  the 
gateway ; who  when  they  came  there,  were  told  that  the  key  was 
with  the  Kellidar.  This  baulk  might  have  produced  untoward  con- 
fequences,  if  Colonel  Coote,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fent  the  Sepoys 
to  the  gate,  had  not  advanced  himfelf  with  another  company  to  the 
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1759.  breach,  which  they  entered  without  oppofition ; and  being  immedi- 
ately  followed  by  fome  of  the  officers  with  the  picquet,  no  refiftance 
was  attempted  in  any  part  of  the  fort.  The  troops  belonging  to 
the  French  were  five  fubaltern  officers,  63  private  Europeans,  and 
100  Sepoys;  the  Kellidar’s,  500  horfemen  and  foot.  In  this  fuccefs, 
not  a man  of  the  Elngllfh  troops  was  killed,  and  only  fi\'e  w'ere 
wounded.  The  En^lifh  forces  had  thrice  before  been  agalnff  this 
place,  and  in  the  laft  were  repulfed,  as  we  have  lately  feen,  with  as 
much  lofs  as  they  had  fufrered  in  any  aclion  in  thete  wars.  The 
Kellidar  had  figned  the  treaty  juft  as  the  troops  entered;  but  his 
importance  in  the  province,  his  relation  to  the  family  of  Chunda- 
faib,  his  long  connexion  with  the  French  government,  and  his  in- 
veterate enmity  to  the  Nabob  Mahomedally,.  weighed  unjuftly  more 
than  the  refpeef  due  to  a contrad  of  which  he  was  fulfilling  his 
part.  He  was  brought  to  Madrafs,  behaved  haughtily,  and  would 
give  no  account  of  his  treafures,  which  he  had  fent  away  to  Coilas 
Cuddy,  a fort  on  one  of  the  higheft  hills  near  Velore,  in  which 
refided  the  widow  of  Subderally  Cawn.  The  Nabob  faid,  that  the 
making  him  prifoner  was  of  more  importance  than  the  redudlion  of 
the  fort,  but  offered  to  releafe  him  for  ten  lacks  of  rupees. 

The  French  troops  in  the  field  had  made  no  motion  from  Chlttapet 
to  interrupt  the  attack;  and,  as  their  iiiadfion  rendered  it  unneceffary 
to  march  ag-ainff  them.  Colonel  Coote  refolved  to  attack  Carangolv, 
before  they  were  reinforced  fufficiently  to  rifque  an  engagement. 
Carangoly  is  fituated  35  miles  w.  s.  w.  from  Vandiwafh,  12  to  the 
fouth  a little  wefterly  from  Chinglapet,  and  1 8 from  Sadrafs  and 
the  fea.  The  fort  is  large,  having  four  not  very  unequal  fides,  of 
which  the  circumference  is  15.00  yards.  It  is  built  of  ftone,  and 
has,  before  the  main  wall  and  the  towers,  a parapeted  faufebray,  and 
a wet  ditch.  The  four  fides  nearly  face  to  the  cardinal  points  of  the 
compafs ; a pettah,  feparated  from  the  fort  by  an  efplanade,  and 
extending  in  a curve,  entirely  enveloped  the  north,,  and  part  of  the  weft 
and  eaft  faces  of  the  fort.  As  the  weakeft  part,  becaufe  neareft  to  the 
oppofite  pettah,  the  French  had  thrown  up  a glacis  before  the  north 
front,  but  had  not  completed  it  before  the  tower  in  the  n.  e..  angle. 
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^ • The  army,  by  detachments,  entered  the  pettah,  on  the  4th  of  De-  1759- 

Cember,  and  were  expofed  to  feme  fire  from  the  fort,  which  killed 
a grenadier.  I'he  attack  was  confined  to  the  north  front,  which, 
belides  the  two  round  towers  in  the  angles,  had  the  ufual  voluminous 
1^?  defences  of  a gateway,  and  a fquare  tower  on  each  hand  of  it;  in  all 

five  proje61;ions.  On  the  6th  the  army  had  finilhed,  and  began  to  fire 
■ from  a battery  of  two  eighteen-pounders,  oppofite  the  fquare  tower 

next  the  round  one  in  the  angle  on  the  left  of  this  front.  One  of 
the  guns  fired  to  breach  in  the  angle  of  the  curtain  on  the  left  of 
the  fquare  tower,  and  the  other  to  take  off  the  flanking  fire  of  the 
round:  but  the  fire  of  the  fort  was  much  fuperior;  for  befides  feve- 
ral  old  guns  long  belonging  to  the  fort,  the  French  had  nine  excellent 
pieces  well  mounted,  which  they  brought  to  this  face  ; and  em- 
brafures  not  only  in  the  gateway,  but  in  the  two  towers  on  the  right 
of  it,  commanded  the  battery  ; to  oppofe  which  another  battery  for 
two  guns  was  raifed  on  the  left  of  the  firfr,  which  opened  on  the 
7th  in  the  morning,  and  the  eight-inch  howltz  was  planted  in  tlie 
N.  w.  part  of  the  pettah,  which  firing  dead  fhells  in  ricochet  en- 
filaded in  its  whole  length  the  rampart  of  the  front  attacked.  At 
noon  of  this  day  the  breach  appeared  prafticable,  and  Colonel  Coote 
fummoned  the  commandant.  Colonel  O Kenelly,  an  Irilhman,  and 
an  officer  of  reputation  in  Tally’s  regiment,  fignifying  that  if  he 
perfifted,  the  garrifon  would  be  expofed  to  the  fame  treatment  as  had 
been  inflidled  on  the  troops  taken  by  aflault  at  Seringham.  O Ke- 
nelley  anfwered,  that  as  the  letter  was  not  direfted  In  French,  he 
had  not  opened  it ; and  as  foon  as  the  trumpet  who  brought  it  had 
reached  the  pettah,  recommenced  the  fire.  It  continued  hotly  on 
the  8th  and  9th;  when  Colonel  Coote  advanced  a zig-zag  from  the 
breaching  battery.  On  the  loth  in  the  morning,  there  only  re- 
mained fhot  for  two  hours ; and  more  had  been  fent  for  from  Chins'" 
lapet ; but  before  the  batteries  ceafed,  a flag  of  truce,  little  expelled, 
appeared  on  the  walls.  Time  was  at  this  time  of  more  importance 
than  any  thing  but  the  difgrace  of  a repulfe,  and  Coote  granted  al- 
mofl;  all  that  was  afked.  The  garrifon,  which  confifled  of  1 00  Euro- 
' peans,  including  officers,  marched  out  with  their  arms,  two  rounds 

a man. 
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1759.  a man,  fix  days  proviiions,  colours  flying,  and  drums  beating  : the 
N^ember.  Sepoys  were  difarmed,  but  like  wife  fet  free.  Four  of  the  nine  guns 
belonging  to  the  French  had  been  difmounted,  two  Europeans  were 
killed,  and  five  dangeroufly  wounded.  The  Sepoys  had  fuffered  more. 
The  lofs  of  the  Englifli  troops  was  Lieutenant  Campbell  of  the  ar- 
tillery; a grenadier,  a Sepoy,  and  aTopafs  mortally  wounded. 

On  the  1 2th,  the  army  encamped  again  at  Vandiwafli;  where 
they  were  joined  the  fame  day  by  Captain  More,  with  his  detach- 
ment from  the  northward.  Thefe  troops  had  advanced,  accom- 
panied by  thofe  at  Tripetti  as  far  as  Nelore,  and  were  joined  on  the 
road  by  the  party  of  Europeans  ftationed  there  with  Lieutenant 
Elliot ; but  the  troops  of  Nazeabullah  although  ready  had  not 
' ifirred  a flep  from  the  walls.;  he  neverthelefs  pretended  that  the 

dread  of  his  preparations  had  been  the  principal  caufe  of  Balfaulut 
Jung’s  retreat  out  of  the  Carnatic.  All  alarms  having  ceafed  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  Captain  More  fent  back  Elliot’s  party  to  Nelore, 
and  thofe  which  had  come  from  Tripetti,  and  returned  with  his 
own  diviflon  by  the  way  of  Tripaflbre  to  Conjeveram. 

Colonel  Coote,  when  marching  againfl;  Vandiwafh,  had  ordered 
Captain  Wood,  if  to  be  done  with  fafety,  to  advance  from  Covre- 
pauk,  and  Lake  pofl;  in  the  city  of  Arcot,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
French  garrifon  in  the  fort  there  from  collecting  provifions.  Wood 
arrived  in  the  tov/n  on  the  28th,  with  300  Sepoys,  50  Europeans, 
and  50  black  horfe,  who,  without  the  leafl:  oppofition,  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Nabob’s  palace  and  the  adjacent  flreets,  although  not 
half  a mile  from  the  fort;  where  they  obliged  the  French  renter 
and  the  principal  inhabitants  to  redeem  the  reft  of  their  property, 
by  furnifliing  at  the  market-price  a large  quantity  of  rice,  of  which 
the  fcarcity  was  increafing  every  day  by  a general  failure  of  the 
harveft  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Captain  More’s  detachment 
was  ordered  to  join  Captain  Wood’s  on  their  return,  and  both  to 
make  preparations  for  the  attack  of  the  fort  of  Arcot,  againfl:  which 
Colonel  Coote  intended  to  march  as  foon  as  he  had  reduced  Caran- 
goly.  They  had  colledled  fafcines  and  other  materials,  and  had  even 
■begun  to  conflrudl  one  of  the  batteries,  when  they  were  obliged  to 

defifl, 
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defifl',  and  retire,  on  the  9th,  by  the  approach  of  Mr.  Bufly  re- 
turning from  the  northward  with  a much  larger  force  than  had 
accompanied  him  out  of  the  province. 

After  fifteen  days  march,  and  three  of  halt,  Mr.  BufTy,  with  his 
detachment,  arrived  on  the  loth  of  November  at  Baffaulut  Jung’s 
camp,  which  was  lying  on  a plain,  hx  miles  from  the  city  of  Cu- 
dapah.  The  diftance  from  Arcot  in  the  dire6i:  line  is  no  miles 
nearly  north;  but  300  by  the  road,  which  winds  more  than  two 
thirds  of  the  way  along  the  valleys  of  rocky  mountains.  The 
French  detachment  with  Baffaulut  Jung,  the  Europeans  as  well  as 
the  Sepoys,  were,  for  want  of  money,  in  want  even  of  food ; and  to 
maintain  them,  their  officers  had  Ibid  every  thing  of  their  own,  but 
their  clothes ; from  fimilar  dilfreffes,  although  not  fo  fevere,  the 
troops  of  Baffaulut  Jung  were  ready  to  revolt.  His  propofals  to  Mr. 
Buffy  were,  “ that  the  French  fhould  regard  him  as  the  abfolute 
“ mafter  of  the  jirovince  of  Arcot,  ffiould  lurrender  to  his  authority 
“ all  the  countries  of  which  they  were  in  poffeffion,  whether  in  this 
“ province  or  in  the  dependencies  of  Tritchinopoly,  and  he  would 
“ account  with  them  for  one-third  of  the  produce;  but  whatfoever 
“ might  hereafter  be  conquered,  ffiould  become  entirely  his  own,  free 
“ of  this  dedublion.  All  affairs  and  troubles  were  to  be  regulated  by 
“ the  Duan  he  ffiould  appoint.  The  French  were  to  fwear  they  would  - 
“ affiff  him  againft  Nizamally,  if  he  ffiould  enter  the  Carnatic 
“ with  whom  they  ffiould  make  no  treaty  without  the  participation 
“ of  Baffaulut  Jung  ; and,  after  they  had  conquered  or  made  peace 
“ with  the  Engliffi,  ffiould  furniffi  him  with  a body  of  troops,  to 
“ make  war  on  Nizamally.  After  the  peace,  he  was  to  be  put  in 
“ full  poffeffion  of  the  whole  Carnatic,  and  its  dependencies,  ac- 
“ cording  to  the  ancient  ufages,  when  the  French  were  no  longer 
“ to  be  entitled  to  any  part  of  the  revenues^.  He  might  return 
“ into  the  Decan  whenfoever  he  pleafed;  and,  during  his  abfence 
“ from  his  capital  of  Adoiii,  the  French  were  to  furniffi  a.  detach- 
“ ment  of  300  Europeans,  and  2000  Sepoys,  with  artillery,  ammu- 
“ nition,  and  ftores,  to  garrifon  this  place;  and  the  expence  of  this 
“ body  of  troops  might  be  deducted  out  of  his  ffiare  of  the  revenues 
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1 759.  “ of  the  Carnatic.  As  his  troops  were  unpaid,  and  fince  the  difafter 

D^Ser.  ‘‘  Nazirjing  were  afraid  of  ferving  in  the  Carnatic,  Mr.  Buffy 
“ ihould  immediately  lend  him  four  lacks  of  rupees  to  be  diflributed 
“ amonglf  them  as  the  only  means  of  engaging  them  to  march.  If 
“ this  agreement  fhould  not  take  effeft  after  liis  arrival  at  Arcot,  he 
“ and  his  army  fliould  be  recondufted  out  of  the  province  with 
“ friendfhip  and  good  faith.”  The  tenor  of  thefe  terms  bore  the 
flrongefl:  marks  of  Sampetrow’s  advico:  Mr.  Buffy  anfwered  them 
by  other  propofals,  which  left  the  iffue  of  every  one  made  by 
Baffaulut  Jung  uncertain,  and  liable  to  future  difcuffons  and  ar- 
rangements. The  perfonal  conferences  only  widened  the  difference, 
by  dilcovering  more  clearly  to  each  the  views  of  the  other;  but 
Baffaulut  Jung  took  no  perfonal  difguft  to  Mr.  Buffy,  and  at  his 
folicitation  iffued  patents  fubjefting,  at  leaft  in  words,  the  whole 
province  of  Arcot  to  the  government  of  Mr.  Tally,  and  enjoining 
all  the  chiefs  and  feudatories  to  pay  him  the  ul’ual  tributes  and 
obeifance.  In  the  lame  plain  where  Baffaulut  Jung  and  Buffy  were 
encamped,  were  likewife  lying  two  other  confiderable  bodies  of 
troops,  the  one  a detachment  of  3000  Morattoes  appointed  to  guard 
that  part  of  the  territory  of  Cudapah,  which  had  been  ceded  the 
year  before  the  laft  to  the  Morattoe  Jurifdiflion ; the  other  was  a 
body  of  2500  Pitim  horfe,  belonging  to  the  Nabob  of  Cudapah. 
hlr.  Buffy,  by  former  intercourfes,  knew  the  officers  of  both.  The 
Pitans  lent  him  money,  which  enabled  him  to  inlift  100  of  their 
horfe,  the  fame  number  of  Baffaulut  Jung’s,  and  200  of  the  Mo- 
rattoes; and  to  fupply  the  immediate  w'ants  of  the  French  troops  at- 
tending Baffaulut  Jung,  and  his  own  detachment,  which  he  now 
joined  into  one  body  under  his  own  command.  This  whole  force 
collefled,  confiffed  of  350  European  infantry,  100  European  horfe, 
2500  Sepoys,  of  which  500  were  Arabs  or  Abyffmians,  800  black 
horfe,  and  10  pieces  of  cannon;  with  which  he  marched  away  on 
the  1 6th  of  November,  five  days  after  his  arrival,  returning  by  the 
fame  way  he  had  come.  On  the  icth  of  December,  he  arrived  at 
Arcot,  from  whence  his  approach  had  obliged  Captain  Moore  and 
Wood  to  return  with  their  detachments  to  Covrepauk,  and  from 
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hence  Captain  Moore  proceeded  with  his  to  the  army  at  Carangoly,  i 759. 
to  which  it  added  180  Europeans,  1200  Sepoys,  and  160  black  horfe. 

I'he  Europeans  replaced  the  number  which  were  left  in  garrifon  at 
Vandiwalh  and  Carangoly,  and  the  Sepoys  were  more. 

The  lofs  of  thefe  places  was  the  fevereft  reproach  of  the  error 
which  Mr.  Lallv  had  committed  in  detaching  lb  great  a part  of 
his  force  to  the  louthward:  of  which  he  himfelf  w'as  fo  lenfible, 
that  he  juflified  it  only  by  the  diftrefs  to  which  he  was  reduced  for 
money  to  fupply  the  immediate  pay  and  fubfiflence  of  the  army.  He 
now"  fent  expreifes  to  recall  them  all,  excepting  300  Euro]Deans,W'hicli 
were  to  be  left  in  the  pagoda  of  Seringham.  The  main  body  of  the 
French  troops  remained  waiting  their  arrival  at  Chittapet.  Mr.  Bulfy 
left  his  force  about  the  tow'ii  of  Arcot,  and  v^  ent  himfelf  to  Pondi- 
cherry. The  horfe  he  brought  fpread  theml'elves,  and  committed 
every  kind  of  ravage  and  dellrudlion  as  far  as  Conjeveram,  between 
the  Paliar  and  the  mountains.  A body  of  Morattoes  belonging  to 
Morarirow^  had  been  for  forne  time  at  the  pafs  of  Cudapanatam,  w".  ot 
\^elore;  they  were  commanded  by  Innis  Khan,  whom  we  have  feen 
ferving  in  the  former  wars  of  Tritchinopoly.  Both  Madrafs  and 
Pondicherry  had  agents  in  their  camp,  treating  for  their  fervice.  The 
Englilh,  Morarirow  knew",  had  moll  money;  and  pretending,  that 
he  had  incurred  great  charges  in  preparing  a body  of  troops  at  their 
requifition,  to  march  to  their  afliftance  before  the  fiege  of  Madrafs, 
for  which  he  had  not  been  paid,  the  terms  he  now  demanded  were 
peremptory,  and  the  rates  high.  They  endeavoured  to  bargain 
lower;  and  he,  as  the  fhorteft  means,  in  his  ow'ii  politics,  to  make 
them  conclude  immediately,  accepted  20,000  rupees  from  the  French 
agents,  and  fent  a thoufand  of  his  horfe  through  the  hills,  who  did 
not  join  their  camp,  but  in  two  days  W’ere  on  the  Englilh  ground 
between  Arcot  and  Conjeveram. 

Colonel  Coote,  with  the  army,  marched  from  Vandiw"alh  on 
the  13th,  and  encamped  the  next  evening  at  Papantanguel,  a 
town  fix  miles  forward  in  the  road  from  Trivatore  to  Arcot;  in 
which  lituation,  half  a day’s  march  enabled  him  to  interledl 
the  enemy’s  troops  moving  to  join  each  other,  whether  froni,Ai;cot, 

VoL.  If.  4 A * ‘ or 


550 


The  War  of  Coro!^i andel.  Book  XL 

or  from  Chittapet;  but  none  appeared;  for  few  of  the  returning 
troops  from  Seringham,  and  none  they  expefted  from  Pondicherry, 
were  as  yet  come  up;  and  the  divifion  remaining  at  Arcot  was 
too  weak  to  venture,  before  the  others  were  advanced  near  enoueh, 
to  enfure  the  jundlion.  On  the  i6th,  the  army  marched,  and 
encamped  at  Muleawady,  fix  miles  nearer  Arcot,  but  ftill  to  the 
fouth  of  the  Paliar.  By  this  time,  the  horl'e  brought  by  hlr. 
BulTv,  and  the  Morattoes  let  loofe  bv  Morarirow,  M^ere  committinff 
every  kind  of  ravage  and  defolatioii  in  the  country  to  the  north 
of  this  river,  and  as  far  as  within  20  miles  of  Madrafs.  Thoufands 
of  cattle  were  fwept  off  in  as  many  days,  which  they  fold  to 
the  firft  purchafer,  at  feven  or  eight  for  a rupee,  and  then  made 
them  again  the  booty  of  the  next  excurfion.  With  this  experience, 
the  inhabitants  would  no  longer  redeem  them;  after  which,  no  fub- 
miffions  exempted  themfelves  from  the  fword,  and  all  abandoned  the 
villages  and  oj)en  country,  to  feek  fhelter  in  the  woods,  forts,  and 
hills  nearelf  their  reach.  Not  a man  ventured  himfelf  or  his  bul- 
lock with  a bag  of  rice  to  the  camp ; which,  for  three  days,  were 
totally  deprived  of  this  fla})le  food.  Exceffive  rains  fell  during  the 
I 7th  and  all  the  next  day,  which  the  tents^  could  not  refift;  and 
from  the  neceffity  of  affording  the  troq^s  fome  repofe.  Colonel  Coote 
marched  from  Muleawady  on  the  19th,  and  put  the  whole  army 
into  cantonments  in  the  fort  of  Covrepauk,  and  the  villages  adja- 
cent. The  next  da}',  he  went  to  Madrafs,  to  confer  with  the  Pre- 
fidency  on  the  meafurcs  neceffary  to  be  taken  againff  the  'force 
which  had  been  fent  to  recover  the  countries  of  Seringham  and 
Tritchinopoly : for  intelligence  had  not  yet  been  acquired,  that  the 
greateft  part  of  them  were  recalled. 

The  redu61ion  of  Vandiwafli,  notwithftandino;  the  lofs  ofSerinsr- 
ham,  revived  the  reputation  of  the  Englifli  arms  in  the  fouthern 
countries.  The  king  of  Tanjore  lent  horfe  and  foot,  and  Tondi- 
man  and  the  two  Moravers  their  Llolleries,  to  the  Nabob  at  Tritchi- 
nopoly. Mr.  Lally’s  orders,  recalling  the  troops,  were  immediately 
obeyed.  On  the  9th,  600  European  foot,  and  joo  horfe,  left  the  pa- 
goda, and  recroffed  the  Colerooii.  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  Capt. 
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Jofeph  Smith  refolved  to  circumfcribe  the  troops  which  remained,  as 
much  as  the  frrength  of  his  garrifon  allowed,  and  detaclied  500  Se- 
poys, and  as  many  Colleries,  to  invefl  Cortaluin,  a mud  fort  on  the 
Ibuthern  bank  of  the  Caveri,  15  miles  w.  of  Tritchinopoly,  which 
were  followed  the  next  day  by  300  more  Sepoys,  two  field-pieces, 
two  cohorns,  and  c^o  Europeans,  under  the  command  of  Erifign 
Morgan.  The  fort,  in  which  were  fome  Sepoys,  capitulated  as  loon 
as  the  cannon  appeared.  Enfign  Morgan  then  lent  half  his  detach- 
ment to  attack  Totcum,  another  fort  like,  and  almofl  oppofite  to 
Cortalum,  in  which  were  10  Europeans,  and  200  Sejioys,  who  de- 
fended themfelves  until  Morgan  came  up  with  the  reft  of  his  force, 
when  they  furrendered.  From  Totcum,  Morgan  marched  to  Samia- 
veram,  in  order  to  join  another  detachment  from  the  city,  when  both 
were  to  proceed  againft  Utatoor.  Early  on  the  i6th,  Jofeph  Smith 
received  intelligence,  that  a convoy  of  ammunition,  guarded  by  a few 
Sepoys,  were  on  the  road  from  Utatoor  to  Seringham ; and  at  the 
lame  time,  a })arty  of  40  Europeans,  and  100  Sepoys  fent  .from 
Seringham  to  join  and  affure  the  arrival  of  this  convoy,  were  per- 
ceived crofling  the  Coleroon;  on  which  he  detached  40  Europeans, 
400  Sepoys,  200  of  the  Nabob’s  horfe,  and  fome  Colleries,  acrofs 
both  rivers,  under  the  command  of  Enfign  Bridger,  with  orders 
to  proceed  to  Sarnia veram,  where  he  was  to  be  joined  by  Morgan’s 
party  from  Totcum,  and  both  united,  were  to  take  poft  at  Samiaverain 
in  order  to  intercept  the  return  of  the  enemy’s  detachment.  At  the 
fame  time.  Captain  Richard  Smith  marched  out  of  the  city  with 
100  Europeans,  300  Sepoys,  and  three  guns,  and  took  poR  on  the 
fouthern  bank  of  the  Caveri  oppolite  to  the  Pagoda  of  Sering- 
ham; where  he  foon  after  knew,  by  a lignal  from  the  rock 
of  7’ritchinopoly,  that  100  more  Europeans  had  marched  from 
the  pagoda,  and  were  palling  the  Coleroon;  on  which,  as  had  been 
concerted,  he  crofTed  the  Cav  eri,  and  kept  up  the  hotted:  fire  he 
could  againd:  the  gate  of  the  pagoda,  which  was  returned  from 
various  fcaffoldings  within,  and  Captain  Smith  was  vyounded ; 
but  dill  perfiding,  the  enemy,  as  had  been  fqrefeen,  recalled  their 
detachment.  Soon  after  Enfign  Bridger’s  fignals  gave  tqken  that 
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he  was  in  poffeffion  of  the  pagodas  at  Samiaveram  ; but  that  Enfign 
Morgan’s  party  was  not  yet  come  up.  The  next  morning,  the 
French  detachment  which  firft  marched  from  Seringham,  returned 
with  the  convoy  from  Utatoor,  and  advanced  boldly  to  the  upper  pa- 
goda of  Samiaveram  ; near  which,  Enfign  Bridger  W'as  prepared  to 
oppofe  them.  On  the  firft  firing,  mofi:  of  the  coolies  threw  down 
their  burthens  of  ammunition,  and  ran  away  ; on  w'hich  the  troops, 
with  the  reft,  took  poll;  in  the  lefier  pagoda,  and,  fhutting  the  gates, 
prepared  for  defence.  But  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  Enfign  Morgan, 
with  the  whole  of  his  force  from  'Fotcum,  appeared,  and  the  enemy 
lurrendered.  They  were  a captain,  a lieutenant,  and  38  grenadiers. 
Of  Bridger’s  detachment,  feveral  Sepoys,  with  a ferjeant  of  one  of 
the  companies,  and  three  Europeans,  were  killed.  Thefe  opera- 
tions were  of  confequence;  for  this  being  the  feafon  of  harveft, 
and  the  corn  ready  to  reap,  the  renters,  as  ufual,  yielded  the  go- 
vernment’s fhare,  w'hich  amounted  to  1 00,000  rupees,  to  the  ftronger 
force.  The  intelligence  of  thefe  I'uccelTes  had  not  reached  Madrafs, 
when  Colonel  Coote  arrived  there  from  the  camp,  but  advices  were 
received  that  the  greatell;  part  of  the  French  force  were  I'eturning 
from  the  fouthward  ; neverthelefs,  the  prefidency  were  much  in- 
clined to  indulge  the  anxious  and  repeated  requefls  of  the  Nabob, 
to  reinforce  Tritchinopoly  v/ith  200  Europeans,  in  order  to  retake 
Seringham  and  Utatoor,  and  to  recover  the  countries  which  had 
lately  been  loll:,  with  lb  much  detriment  'to  his  revenues  ; but  the 
arguments  of  Colonel  Coote,  confirmed  by  the  recent  example  of 
the  fame  error  committed  by  Mr.  Tally,  and  its  confcquences,  evinced 
the  impropriety  of  diminifiiing  the  army  at  this  time,  when  it 
Teemed  that  the  French  were  colledling  their  whole  force,  in  order 
to  rifque  the  fate  of  the  Carnatic  in  a general  battle.  His  realbns 
prevailed  ; and  he  returned  on  the  25th  toCovrepauk,  w'here,  dur- 
ing his  abfence,  nothing  had  happened,  but  a Ikirmifh  between  the 
blade  horfe  of  the  army,  which  w'ere  increafed  to  700,  and  an 
equal  body  of  Morattoes,  whom  they  beat  off.  On  the  24th,  a 
detachment  of  40  black  horfe,  with  fome  Sepoys  of  the  garrifon  at 
• ‘5  V andiwafh, 
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Vandiwafh,  furprlzed  a party  of  the  enemy’s  Sepoys,  quartered  in  a 1759. 
village  called  Niconum,  1 5 miles  to  the  fouth,  of  whom  they  killed 
twelve,  and'difperfed  the  reft. 

The  main  body  of  the  French  army  from  Chittapet,  increafed 
by  the  returning  troops  from  Seringham,  and  whatfoever  more 
could  be  fpared  from  the  garrifons  to  the  fouth  of  the  Paliar,  had 
advanced  to  Arcot,  foon  after  the  Englifti  filed  off  to  Covrepauk. 

Thus  their  whole  force,  but  ftroiiger  than  before,  was  once  again  af* 
fembled;  and  they  encamped  along  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  quite 
up  to  the  fuburbs  of  the  city.  On  the  26th,  Colonel  Coote  moved  • 
the  Englifti  army  to  Chinefimundrum,  a village  fix  miles  from  Co- 
vrepauk, and  five  from  Arcot,  where  the  ground  afforded  a very  ad- 
vantageous encampment ; for  a large  tank  extended  in  front,  a mo- 
rals on  each  hand,  and  the  only  accefs  in  front  and  rear  was  by  a 
caufe-way.  On  the  29th,  the  Generals  Tally  and  Buffy  came  with 
a party  of  horfe  to  reconnoitre  the  camp,  and  a Ikirmifh  paffed 
between  them  and  the  out-pofts.  The  next  day,  the  greateft  part 
of  their  horfe  appeared  again,  and,  after  feveral  motions,  made  an 
attack  on  a guard  of  Sepoys,  pofted  in  a village  called  Trimetcherrv, 
about  a mile  in  front  of  the  camp,  and  cut  down  feveral  of  them 
in  the  ftreet  ; but  the  reft  kept  their  ground  in  the  houfes,  and 
revenged  the  lofs  by  killing  fevered  of  the  horfe,  who,  feeing  other 
troops  advancing,  retired.  On  the  31ft,  three  companies  of  Sepoys 
eroffed  the  rivei',  and,  at  three  in  the  morning,  entered,  and  beat 
up  the  camp  of  the  Morattoes,  which  lay  on  the  right  of  the 
French  encampment.  All  fled,  as  ufual  w hen  furprized  ; but  of  the 
few  fhot  which  were  returned,  one  chanced  to  wound  Enfign  Mere- 
dith, w'ho  commanded  the  party  ; after  w'hich,  the  Sepoys  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  purfue  their  fuccefs  by  deftroying  the  ani- 
mals and  baggage.  Thus  doled  the  year  1 7 59,  the  third  of  this 
dubious  war,  w'ith  the  two  armies  in  fight  of  each  other,  but  nei- 
ther ready  for  immediate  decifion ; for  the  Englifti  were  afraid  of 
the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  were  waiting  in  ex- 
pedation,  not  only  of  drawdng  off  the  body  of  the  Morattoes, 
which  were  with  them,  but  likewife  ,of  being  joined  by  2000  more 
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who  w^eie  jfhll  remaining-.with  Tunis  Khan  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
momHains.  On  the  other  hand,  hlr.  Lally  was  likewife  negotiating 
for  the  fame  affiftance,  and  flill  miftriiiled  tlic  attachment  of  his 
European  troops,  although xqiial  in  number  to  the  Englifh  ; and 
waited  for  an  addition,  by  the  return  of  what  remained  of  the  riei 
tachment  which  had  been  fent  in  April,  under  tlie  condufT  of  Mr. 
Moracin,  to  reinforce  Mallilipatam. 

Not  venturing  to  land  the  troops,  as  Mafulijiatam  was  taken,  I\Tr. 
IVloracin  failed  away  on  the  i8th  of  A}>ril,  and  in  five  days  anived 
at  Ganjam,  which  is  fituated  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Chi- 
cacole  province  on  the  fea.  The  h'rench  bad  long  kej^t  a tradino-- 
houfe  here,  and  were  connefted  with  Narralndeu,  the  princij^al  Ra- 
jah in  this  part  of  the  province;  the  fort  and  wood  of  his  refidence 
is  called  Moherry,  and  is  fituated  tweh  e miles  from  the  fea-fliore, 
and  thirty  miles  w.  s.  w.  from  Ganjam.  . Belides  Moherry,  he  had 
fix  or  feven  other  forts,  which  lie  more  inland,  and  farther  to  the 
north.  Ills  conftant  force  was  3000  men,  befides  which  he  occa- 
fionally  hired  from  the  other  polygars.  The  Rajah  Vizeramrauze, 
during  his  adminiflration  under  Mr.  Bully  in  the  province  of  Chi- 
cacole,  had  by  fome  feverities  provoked  the  hatred  of  Narraindeu; 
V hich  devolved,  after  the  death  of  Vizeramrauze,  on  his  fucceflbr, 
Anunderamrauze,  who,  as  '^^'e  have  feen,  had  invited  and  joined 
the  Englifh,  whom  neverthelefs  Narralndeu  had  lefs  reafon  to  dif- 
like  than  the  French,  under  whofe  authority  the  vexations  he  re- 
fented  from  Vizeramrauze  had  originated.  Neverthelefs  Moracin 
propofed,  “ that  their  forces  united  fhould  march  firft  againft  the 
“ Tfnglifh  fettlement  of  Vizagapatam,  and  then  againft  Viziana- 
“ garum,  the  principal  refidence  of  Anunderauze.  If  fuccefsful 
“ thus  far,  they  Avere  to  go  on,  until  joined  by  the  French  army  of 
“ obfervation,  which  was  with  Salabadjing,  when  Mafulipatam  was 
“ ftormed  : probably  Salabadjing  would  affift  in  retaking  this  place j 
“ and  Narralndeu,  in  reward  for  his  fervices,  was  to  be  placed  in  all 
“ the  advantages  pofTeffed  by  Anunderauze.”  Narralndeu  accepted 
the  terms,  but  with  no  intention  of  profecuting  the  expedition,  any 
farther  than  the  continuance  of  his  own  advantages. 


But  the  French  troops,  having  expelled  to  land  at  Mafullpatam, 
were  not  provided  with  equipments  for  long  marches,  which  it  re- 
quired much  time  to  prepare  at  Ganjam.  There  were  in  the  de- 
tachment 43  Englilh  foldiers,  who  had  been  taken  prifoners,  and  had 
entered  into  the  French  fervice,  on  condition  of  being  only  em- 
j)loyed  on  this  expedition.  Thirty  of  thefe  men  together  made 
their  efcape  foon  after  they  landed,  and,  through  many  hardfhips, 
found  their  way  to  Cuttack  in  Orixa  in  the  middle  of  May,  where 
they  were  relieved  by  the  Englilh  refident,  Mr.  Grey,  who  fent 
them  to  Balafore,  from  whence  they  were  conveyed  to  Calcutta. 
Seven  more  arrived  at  Cuttack  in  June,  and  afterwards  came  in  fe- 
veral  other  deferters  of  other  nations.  It  was  the  beginning  of 
July  before  Mr.  Moracin  was  ready  to  march;  by  which  time,  he 
had  expended  all  his  ready  money,  and  the  fublilfence  of  the  de- 
tachment depended  on  the  fale  of  fome  trumpery  commodities,  and 
the  precarious  faith  of  Narraindeu  ; who,  however,  accompanied 
them  with  his  troops.  After  three  or  four  marches,  they  were  dif- 
treded  to  extremity  for  provifions,  which  neither  the  army  of  Nar- 
raindeu, nor  the  inhabitants  of  his  towns,  would  Itipply  without 
money.  At  Bilrramjioor,  a town  in  the  hills,  fix  miles  before  you 
arrive  at  MO'^herrv,  the  French  foldiers  entered  the  houfes  to  set 
vifluals;  a fray  enlued,  and  blood  was  ihed  on  both  fides.  Narrain- 
den,  with  all  the  troops,  immediately  left  them  ; and  fummoned  the 
aflidaricc  of  the  neighbourijig. chiefs.  The  French  detachment, 
having  no  alternative,  marched  back  towards  Ganjam.  Narraindeu, 
and  his  allies,  met  them  in  the  way,  and  ftood  what  they  called  a 
battle;  but  the  European  arms,  as  ufual,  eafily  difperfed  them; 
and  the  detachment  took  poft  in  Munfurcottah,  a town  fituated  eight 
miles  from  Ganjam,  in  .a  country  abounding  in  flocks  and  grain, 
where  they  collected  proviflons,  although  lurrounded  by  the  enemy  ; 
with  whom  they  commenced  negotiation,  of  which  Narraindeu 
feemed  to  he  as  deflrous  as  themfelves.  To  conclude  it,  one  of  the 
French  officers,  named  Darveu,  went  to  Narrainder  in  his  camp, 
but  accompanied  by  40  Europeans,  and  the  fame  number  of  Sepoys. 
On  their  return,  they  were  attacked  by  the  whole  force  they  had  v.U 
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fitcd  and  all  the  Europeans  excepting  three  were  killed : the  Sepoys, 
not  kill''  fo  much  the  objea  of  this  treachery,  fufFered  lets.  Mr. 
Moracinimmediately  returned  to  Gaiijam,  and  encamped  within 
and  round  the  French  fadory,  which  is  on  the  nver-f.de ; and  threw 
rin  works  fufficient  to  protedt  his  detachment  trom  attacks  thionoh 
the  avenues  of  the  town,  which  Narraindeu,  and  his  allies,  (urrounded 
<9f  the  two  drips  wdrich  brought  the  detachment,  tire  lyirlem  had 
been  difpatclicd  to  Arracan  for  provifions,  and  the  Bnitol  had 
been  driven  afhore  in  a hard  gale  of  wind,  before  the  troops  marched 
to  Burrampore.  There  was  on  the  flocks  on  the  river  fide  a laige 
fnow  • and  in  the  river,  feveral  fmaller  veffels  belonging  to  the  fac- 
tory in  which  they  intended  to  return  to  Pondicherry  with  the 
northern  mo.ifoon,  after  the  Ei.glifli  fquadron  Ihould  have  quitted 
the  coafl  In  the  mean  time,  they  continued  for  many  days,  ikir- 
mifliiiKr  with  the  troops  of  Narraindeu,  who  at  length  offered  to  trea^ 
which  produced  a ceffation  of  hoflilities,  but  no  terms  of  reconc.- 
liation;  for  the  demands  of  the  French  were  m proportion  to  the  m- 
iuries  they  had  received;  and  Narraindeu  only  meant  to  fave  the  ex- 
nences  of  the  field,  with  feenrity  that  the  French  troops  would  not 
Lke  iiicurfions  into  his  country,  after  his  own  ftioi.ld  have  returned 
to  their  quarters.  This  they  promifed,  and  remained  quiet 

In  the  mean  time  letters  from  Narraindeu  to  Colonel  Chve  ai- 
rived  in  Bengal,  requefllnghim  to  fend  a body  of  Europeans,  whic  , 
joined  bv  his  own  force,  might  eaf.ly  take  or  deflroy  the  who  e of 
the  French  detachment  with  Moraciii.  The  report  of  the  defe  - 
ters  confirmed  the  feafibility  of  this  projea.  But  the  dubious  ftate 
of  the  Englifli  affairs,  and  the  decreafe, of  their  military  force  m Ben,,a 
fcarcely  permitted  any  farther  diminution  of  it  ; however,  Colonel 
C^e  with  his  ufual  fpirit  of  enterprize,  determined  to  try  the  expe- 
riment Sixty  EuropLns,  half  of  them  artillery  men,  were  em- 
barked on  the  Hardwicke,  which  had  lOO  Europeans  as  her  crew. 
The  fhip  failed  out  of  the  river  on  the  30  th  of  September,  and  on  the 
7th  of  Oaober  anchored  in  the  road  of  Ganjam  under  Dutch  colours. 
'Wo  French  officers  immediately  came  on  board  to  enquire  new 
aW  were  detained  prifoners.  Captain  Sampfon  then  went  afhore  un- 
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der  a paflport  to  Moraciii,  magnified  the  force  he  haa  brought,  fald 
more  was  coming,  and  propofed  that  he  thould  iurrender  his  whole 
detachment  to  avoid  uniieceflary  bloodfhed.  But  Moracin  had  ob- 
tained jufter  intelligence.  Samfon  then  landed  meffengers  which 
got  to  Narraindeu,  who  being  by  this  time  certified  that  the  Fiench 
detachment  would  foon  go  away  of  their  own  accord,  had  no  farthei 
motive  or  inclination  to  renew  hoflihties  againfi;  them ; but  ne\  erthe- 
lefs  promifed  Sampfon  that  he  would  foon  appear  with  his  army, 
and  again  inveft  the  town.  A civil  intercourte  of  meflyages  conti- 
nued between  them  until  the  20th,  when  Sampfon  being  convinced 
that  he  intended  to  do  nothing,  failed  away  for  Ikngal. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  Mr.  Moracin  embarked  from  Gan- 
jam  with  40  Europeans  in  afloop,  and  on  the  i ith  landed  at  Coca- 
nara,  which  lies  clofe  to  the  fea,  on  the  right-hand  of  a fmall  river, 
about  20  miles  N.  e.  of  the  eaftern  arm  of  the  Godaveri.  On  this  arm 
are  fituated  the  Englifh  and  French  fadlories  of  Ingeram  and  Yanam. 
Of  the  prifoners  taken  at  Mafulipatam,  mod:  of  thole  who  had  been 
admitted  to  give  their  parole,  had  departed,  and  \\  ere  refiding  at  Yanam, 
waiting  for  embarkations  to  proceed  to  Pondicherry  ; and,  on  this 
pretence,  went  to  Moracin  at  Cocanara,  and  informed  him  fully 
of  the  date  of  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  diftrifts  from 
the  Godaveri  to  Cocanara,  were  under  the  government  of  Jugga- 
pettyrauze,  a near  relation  of  Anuiiderauze.  They  had  long  been 
at  enmity,  and  when  Anunderauze  invited  the  EngliHi,  Jaggapetty 
joined  the  French,  and  with  his  troops  accompanied  them  at  tire 
battle  of  Peddipore.  After  the  viaory  Colonel  Forde  granted 
awav  his  countries  to  Anunderauze,  who  hitherto,  for  want  of  the 
alfifitance  he  expeded  from  the  Englhh,  had  not  ventured  to  employ 
his  own  force  to  get  polfelfion.  Jaggapetty  neverthelefs  expea- 
ing  to  be  attacked  by  him,  had  kept  the  field  on  the  wedern  arm 
of  the  Godaveri,  and  from  his  camp  correfponded  with  Mr.  An- 
drews, the  Englilh  chief  at  Mafulipatam,  to  revoke  the  ceffion  made 
to  his  rival.  His  fort  of  Samel  Cotah  is  only  ten  miles  inland  from 
Cocanara.  Moracin  fent  agents  thither  and  to  his  camp,  to  propofe 
an  alliance,  informing  him  of  the  force  that  was  following  from 
VoL.  II.  4B  Ganjam, 
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1759.  Ganjam,  and  promifing  more  from  Pondicherry.  Jaggapetty  nei- 
ther  concluded,  nor  rejedled  the  propofal;  but  neither  he  nor  his 
people  at  Samel  Cotah  gave  even  the  common  affiftances  of  the 
country  to  the  troops  vuth  Moracin;  who,  for  want  of  provifions, 
committed  violences,  were  refilled,  and  moll  of  them  were  either 
feized  by  the  officers  of  the  diftricl,  or  took  fervice  with  them; 
which  reduced  Moracin  to  re-embark  on  the  (loop  with  five  or  fix, 
the  remainder  of  his  party;  they  failed  on  the  19th,  and  a few  days 
after  arrived  at  Pondicherry. 

The  troops  remaining  at  Ganjam  were  250  eflimatcd  Europeans, 
but  of  which  half  were  Topaffes,  and  100  Sepoys.  They  embarked 
under  the  command  of  the  Chevalier  Poete,  on  the  fnow  and  two 
(loops,  rigged  and  manned  wnth  the  ftores  and  crew  of  the  Brifloh 
-they  arrived  at  Cocanara  on  the  19th  of  December;  and  Poete  fent 
affiore  fifty  Europeans,  and  the  Sepo)S,  to  try  the  inclinations  af 
Jaggapettyrauze : immediately  after  they  landed,  a hard  gale  of 
wind  drove  the  two  (loops  afltore. 

The  troops  fent  from  Bengal  with  Colonel  Forde  had  received 
repeated  orders  from  this  Prefidency  to  return  thither  from  Mafuli- 
patam ; but  they  were  to  march  over  land  the  whole  way,  in  order 
to  meet,  and  attack  Moracin’s  detachment,  who  it  was  (uppofed 
would  be,  if  not  at  Ganjam,  fomewhere  on  the  coaft.  The  rains 
would  not  permit  the  Bengal  troops  to  take  the  field  until  the  be- 
g-innins:  of  November;  before  which.  Colonel  Forde  had  failed  in 
the  middle  of  Oflober  from  Mafulipatam  for  Bengal,  where  he  ar- 
rived jufl  in  time  to  render  one  more  very  important  fervice  to  his 
country.  The  command  then  devolved  on  Captain  Fifcher,  and 
varying  refolutions  detained  the  troops  at  Mafulipatam  until  the  5th 
of  December.  They  were  reduced  from  500  Europeans,  and  1 500 
Sepoys,  to  300  of  the  one,  and  800  of  the  other:  the  Europeans, 
by  death  and  defertion,  notwithflanding  they  had  recruited  50  out 
of  the  prifoners ; but  the  Sepoys,  chiefly  by  the  difmiffion  of  500, 
who  had  failed  with  Clive  on  the  expedition  to  Bengal,  and  were 
permitted  to  return  from  Mafulipatam  to  their  homes  in  the  Car- 
natic. 
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natic.  The  waters  of  the  Godaveri  were  not  yet  abated;  near  the 
fea  are  feven  or  eight  channels  between  the  two  principal  arms; 
and  other  Imaller  rivers  coming  from  the  Colair  lake,  interfe£l  the 
land  between  the  weftern  arm  of  the  Godaveri  and  Mafulipatam; 
which  render  the  march  along  the  fea-lhor.e,  although  fhorter  in 
diflance,  much  more  tedious  than  the  inland  road.  The  troops 
therefore  returned  this  way,  which  was  the  fame  they  had  come, 
excepting,  that  they  paffed  the  bed  of  the  Colair  farther  to  the 
weftward,  w'here  it  becomes  foonefl  dry.  At  Rajahmundrum  they 
heard,  that  the  French  detachment  with  the  Chevalier  Poete  had 
landed  at  Cocanara. 

Anunderauze,  on  the  appearance  ofMoracin  at  Cocanara  a month 
before,  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  be  immediately  joined  by  Jag- 
gapettyrauze,  and  fent  off  a body  of  troops  from  Vizianagarnm  to 
protedt  the  diflridls  of  Rajahmundrum  from  their  inroads.  On  the 
approach  of  this  force,  Jaggapettyrauze  returned  with  his,  from  the 
Godaveri  to  his  fort  of  Samelcotah,  and  both  wej  e near  each  other, 
when  the  French  troops  with  Poete  arrived  on  the  coaR,  and  the 
Englilh  with  Fifcher  at  Rajahmundrum.  The  officers  of  Anunde- 
rauze begged  affiftance  from  Filcher,  who,  advihng  them  to  keep 
the  forces  of  Jaggapettyrauze  at  bay,  proceeded  with  his  command 
as  faft  as  fatigue  and  impediments  permitted,  towards  Cocanara.  The 
diftridt  for  fome  diflance  round  this  place  is  covered  with  cocoa-nut 
groves,  for  the  flielter  of  the  v^eavers;  and  the  French  troops  were 
lying  in  a village  at  the  fkirt  of  the  groves  two  miles  from  the 
Dutch  fort,  and  the  fea;  and,  for  what  reafon  is  not  found,  Poete 
had  not  yet  landed  any  more“to  reinforce  the  firfl  detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze  was  encamped  five  miles  on  their  left,  againft 
whom  the  forces  of  Anunderauze  were  advancing,  but  in  a dif- 
ferent line  of  march,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Englifli  troops  were 
approaching  Cocanara,  who,  before  they  came  in  fight  of  the  French 
detachment,  faw  the  armies  of  the  two  Rajahs  fkirmiffiing  on  their 
right;  which  Fifcher  deeming  a proof  that  none  of  the  French  had 
joined  Jaggapettyrauze,  fuppofed  them  intent  only  on  preferving 
their  retreat  to  the  fea,  and  fent  forward  Captain  Yorke  with  the 
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grenadiers  and  500  Sepoys  to  prevent  their  embarkation.  The 
French  troops  had  gained  no  certain  intelligence  of  the  force 
with  Fifcher,  and  waited  on  their  ground  until  they  could  diftinguifh 
the  number  of  Yorke’s  divifion,  who  when  near  fent  off  the  Sepoys 
to  gain  their  flank,  and  haftened  up  in  front  with  the  grenadiers 
as  faff  as  they  could  march.  "I'he  French  only  remained  to  give 
one  fire,  and  then  ran  as  faff  as  they  could  through  the  grove,  fol- 
lowed almoff  at  the  fame  pace,  to  gain  the  Dutch  fa61:orv,  into 
which  they  were  admitted.  Yorke  immediately  furrounded  the  fac- 
tory, which  had  very  flight  defences,  a.nd  Fifcher  coming  up  in  the 
evening  with  the  main  body,  inveffed  it  more  clofely,  and  peremp- 
torily demanded  the  French  troops,  whom,  after  a very  formal 
proteff,  the  Dutch  agents  deli\'ered  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
28th  of  December.  In  the  enfning  night  Poete  failed  with  the  reft 
of  his  detachment  200  men,  Europeans  and  Topaffes,  all  in  the 
fnow.  From  Cocanara  the  Englifh  troops  marched  on  to  Vizaga- 
patam,  where  they  arrived  on  the  i6th  of  January;  and  a few  days 
after,  all  the  Europeans  embarked  in  two  Englifh  fhips  proceeding 
to  Bengal ; but  the  Sepoys  were  left  to  purfue  their  route  on  fhore 
by  Ganjam  and  through  the  province  of  Orixa.  Thus  nothing  re- 
mained to  fear  in  the  company’s  pofifeffions  and  acquifitions  to  the 
north  of  the  Kriffna.  We  lhall  now  defcribe  the  progrefs  of  their 
officer  Mahomed  Iflbof  in  the  countries  towards  Cape  Comorin. 

He  arrived  at  Madura  on  the  4th  of  May,  and  had  been  abfent  ten 
months.  The  force  he  left  in  the  country,  when  called  away,  w^as  14 
companies  of  Sepoys,  fix  in  the  fort  of  Madura,  five  in  Palamcotah, 
and  three  at  Tinivelly.  Nothing  more  could  be  expeded  from  either 
of  thefe  bodies,  than  to  defend  the  ground  in  fight  of  the  walls  they 
garrifoned.  Accordingly  all  the  diff  rids  of  both  provinces  from  the 
foreft  of  Nattam  to  the  gates  of  Travancore,  lay  fubjed  to  their  con- 
tributions, dr  expofed  to  their  ravages.  The  declenfion  of  the  Englifh 
affairs,  which  began  with  the  furrender  of  Fort  St.  David,  (on  which 
Mahomed  Iffoof  was  recalled,)  and  continued  until  the  French  were 
obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Madrafs,kept  MaphuzeKhan  in  continual 
hopes,  that  he  fho^ld  be  joined  by  a body  of  French  troops,  and  effa- 
4 bliflred 
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blifhed  with  their  affiftance  in  the  government  of  thofe  countries  ; 
and  the  adminiftration  of  Pondicherry,  by  their  letters  and  emiflaries, 
encouraged  him  to  think  fo.  Waiting  this  fortune,  he  remained  with 
the  Pulitaver,  idyling  himfelf,  and  ftyled  a fovereign;  but  without 
any  other  means  of  fubfiftence  than  what  the  Pulitaver  chofe  to  lup- 
ply,  who,  never  regulating  his  money  by  words,  fcarcely  furnilhed 
him  with  common  neceffaries.  The  return  of  Iffoof  Khan  bettered 
his  condition ; as  the  Pulitaver  was  afraid  he  might  at  length  liften 
to  a reconcilation  with  the  Nabob,  and  Maphuze  Khan,  always 'go- 
verned by  the  love  of  eafe,  felt  no  refentment  at  the  humility  to  which 
he  had  been  reduced.  He  prefided,  at  leaf!  in  appearance,  in  the 
councils  of  the  caldern  Polygars;  who  refolved  to  meet  Iffoof  with 
their  united  force,  and  invited  the  weflern  to  the  common  defence; 
who  having  joined  them  againft  Palamcotah  in  the  late  diflreffes  of 
the  Englilh  affairs,  expedted  no  pardon,  and  took  the  field.  The 
weflern  league  confifled  of  fix  polygars:  Catabominaigue,  their 
former  leader,  was  lately  dead,  and  had  been  fucceeded  by  a relation, 
who  took  as  ufual  the  fame  name,  and  bore,  inflead  of  the  indiffe- 
rence of  his  predeceffor,  an  averfion  to  the  Englifh.  Etiaporum 
was  always  the  next  to  him  in  importance,  and  now  in  adfivity. 

The  force  which  accompanied  Mahomed  Iffoof  from  Conjeveram, 
confifted  only  of  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  and  6o  horfe,  but  he  had 
on  his  march  requeued  troops  from  Tondiman  and  the  two  Mo- 
ravers,  with  whom  he  had  always  continued  on  good  terms,  and 
3000  men,  horfe,  colleries,  and  Sepoys,  from  the  three  polygars,  joined 
him  on  his  arrival  at  Madura,  where  he  neverthelels  immediately 
began  to  make  farther  levies,  and  by  fhifting  and  garbling  out  of 
all  that  were  with  him,  compofed  a body  of  300  horfe,  and  700 
Sepovs,  who  had  feen  ferv'ice,  which  he  fent  forward  to  ravage 
the  diflridls  of  Etiaporum,  where  they  were  to  be  joined  by  three 
of  the  companies  of  Sepoys  from  the  garrifbn  of  Palamcotah, 
which  had  reflored  its  Ioffes  by  new  levies.  This  body  of  troops 
were  to  maintain  their  ground  until  the  lafl;  extremity,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  jundlion  of  the  weflern  with  the  troops  of  the  eaflern 
polygars,  until  Mahomed  Iffoof  himfelf  could  follow  with  the  main 
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body  from  Madura,  where  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  remaining 
a while  longer. 

The  Colleries  of  Nattam  extend  40  miles,  from  the  diflrids  of 
the  lelTer  Moraver  to  the  weftern  mountains.  Their  forell;  (kirts  the 
Madura  country  to  the  north;  and,  where  oppohte,  is  within  twelve 
miles  of  the  city.  It  was  they  who  attacked  the  troops  with  Co- 
lonel Heron  in  1755*  They  are  much  wilder  than  the  colleries  to 
the  North  of  them  in  the  territory  of  Tritchinopoly,  and  differ  flill 
more  from  thofe  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly,  having  neither  forts  nor 
military  array.  They  acknowledge  no  confiderable  chiefs,  and  live 
in  fmall  parcels,  connefted  by  choice  or  relation ; fo  that  their  dif- 
putes  rarely  exceed  the  private  revenge  of  individuals.  They  re- 
gard all  other  people  as  booty;  but  robbery  amongft  themfelves 
as  the  greateft  crime : and  any  one  of  them  efcorting  a ftranger  is 
a fufficient  protedion  againfl  all  the  reft  ; but  without  this  fafe- 
guard,  which  is  always  paid  for,  the  traveller  rifques  his  life  at 
every  ftep.  Contemptible  in  the  open  field,  where  they  rarely 
truft  themfelves,  they  are  much  more  dexterous  than  any  of  thefe 
races  in  the  pradices  of  ambufcade  and  theft.  They  had  plun- 
dered the  country  up  to  the  gates  of  Madura  of  all  the  cattle,  robbed 
all  the  villages,  and  continued  to  waylay  whatfoever  parties  were 
returning  to  the  city  with  provifions  from  other  quarters.  As  all  of 
the  troops  with  Mahomed  Iffoof  were  fit  for  hoftilities  againft  fuch  an 
enemy,  he  refolved  to  employ  them  in  attacking  their  haunts,  whilft 
his  levies  were  forming  to  better  difcipline.  He,  however,  attended 
the  fervice  himfelf,  which  appeared  more  like  one  of  the  general 
huntings  peculiar  to  Afia,  than  a military  expedition.  Avenues 
were  cut  into  the  foreft,  and  the  inhabitants  fhot  as  they  fled ; but 
fome  were  referved  to  be  releafed,  or  executed,  on  occafion.  A month 
was,  however,  employed  before  he  had  completed  this  revenge,  and 
reduced  them  to  beg  quarter,  and  pay  cattle,  their  only  money, 
moftly  colleded  by  theft ; which,  with  others  he  procured,  to  the 
amount  of  1000  beeves,  and  2000  fheep,  were  fent  to  Tritchino- 
poly, from  whence  they  were  forwarded  at  different  times  by  Cap- 
tain Jofeph  Smith  to  the  fea-coaft,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron, 
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and  enabled  them  to  keep  the  windward  ftation,  without  confuming 
their  own  (lock  of  provifions. 

On  the  fecond  of  July  he  began  his  march  from  Madura,  with 
600  horfe,  3000  Sepoys,  and  2400  other  foot  belonging  to  Tondi- 
man,  and  the  Moravers,  in  all  6000  men.  His  artillery  was  one 
eighteen-pounder,  and  nine  from  fix  and  lower.  He  was  fcant  of 
pow’der,  having  none  but  what  he  made  himfelf;  for,  fince  the 
deftru61:ion  of  the  mill  at  Madrafs  by  Mr.  Lally,  the  prelidency  could 
not  fupply  their  troops  and  garrifons  in  the  Carnatic  from  their 
own  produce;  but  borrowed  from  the  fquadron,  and  received  from 
Bombay.  The  mufkets  of  his  Sepoys  were  old,  infirm,  of  various 
nations,  and  not  fufficient  in  number,  and  w'ere  fupplied  by  fowd- 
ing-pieces,  and  any  fuzees  he  could  colleft.  He  was  likewife  in 
want  of  flints,  which  are  fubflituted  in  fome  parts  of  India  by 
agate  ; of  which  there  is  none  in  thefe  countries.  All  thefe  wants 
he  reprefented  to  the  prefidency,  and  efpecially  requefted  two 
eighteen-pounders,  and  two  field-pieces  of  fix,  with  a full  fupply 
of  fhot. 

His  fift  march  was  to  Calancandan.  He  had  taken  this  fort  in 
1756;  but  after  his  departure  for  the  Carnatic,  the  Pulitaver  and 
Vadagherri  had  extended  their  acquifitions  thus  far,  and  placed  their 
guard  in  Calancandan.  It  was  a mud  fort,  without  cannon,  and, 
after  a flight  refiftance,  fubmitted  to  his.  From  hence  he  proceed- 
ed to  take  up  the  large  detachment  he  had  fent  forward  againft 
Etiaporum  ; who,  by  continually  ravaging  the  diftridfs  of  this  po- 
lygar,  kept  his  troops  on  their  own  ground,  and  deterred  both  him 
and  Catabominaigue  from  marching  acrofs  the  country  to  join  the 
Pulitaver  : having  fufficiently  conftrained  thefe  chiefs,  the  de- 
tachment proceeded  againh:  Coilorepettah,  which  flands  nearly  mid- 
way in  the  flraightefl:  road. between  Madura  and  Tinivelly,  about 
50  miles  from  each.  This  fort  had  likewife  been  flormed  in  June 
1756  by  Mahomed  IfToof,  and  carried  with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
polygar  was  then  taken  prifoner ; whether  reftored  or  fucceeded  by 
another,  we  do  not  find;  but  the  place  was. at  this  time  in  the 
hands  of  one  who  defended  it  as  well ; for  1 00  of  the  Sepoys  were 
, . ' killed 


563 

^759- 

December. 

July. 


564  The  War  of  Coromandel.  Book  XT. 

I’J killed  and  wounded  in  the  attack,  which  lafted  three  days,  and  then 
D^m^r.  polygar  made  his  efcape  by  night.  The  fort  was  immediately 
July.  razed  to  the  ground,  after  which  the  detachment  joined  the  main 
body  with  Mahomed  Kloof,  and  the  whole  proceeding  by  the  way 
of  Gangadaram,  arrived  at  Tinivelly  in  the  middle  of  July.  They 
were  fcarcely  arrived,  when  Maphuze  Khan,  whofe  mind  always 
wavered  with  every  change  of  circumllances,  wrote  a letter  to  Ma- 
homed KToof,  offering  to  quit  his  allies,  and  proceed  to  the  Car- 
natic ; provided  he  was  allowed  a luitable  jaghire  for  his  mainte- 
nance : He  even  afked  a fafeguard  to  come  to  Tinivelly.  Mahomed 
KToof,  Muthout  authority,  affured  him  that  his  requeds  fliould  be 
-complied  with  i and  recommended  them  to  the  Frefidencv,  by 
whom  they  were  referred  to  the  Nabob. 

The  midlanel  country,  for  thirty  miles  to  the  north  of  the  ton  a 
of  Ihnivelly,  is  open  and  of  great  cultivation,  and,  lying  between 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  Polygars,  had  been  the  favourite  field  of 
their  depredations.  The  principal  flation  from  ’U'hich  the  eaflera 
made  their  inroads  into  thefe  diftrifts  was  the  fort  and  wood  of 
Wootamally,  fituated  35  miles  N.  N.  w.  of  Tinivelly.  The  Poly- 
gar, grown  rich  by  eafy  plunder,  had  many  colleries,  who  were 
well  armed ; and  Mahomed  KToof  Toon  after  his  arrival  at  Tinivelly 
marched  againfi;  him  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  force,  and  in  a 
few  days  reduced  his  fort,  in  which  he  placed  fome  troops ; and  fta- 
tioned  a guard  of  50  horfe,  and  fome  peons  and  colleries  in  a place 
called  Shorandah,  as  an  intermediate  poft.  He  was  no  fooner  re- 
turned to  Tinivelly,  than  a multitude  of  colleries  belonging  to  the 
Pulitaver  and  Vadgherri  furprized  the  guard  at  Shorandah,  and 
either  killed  or  took  all  their  horfes,  with  their  riders ; on  which 
Mahomed  KToof  detached  feven  companies  of  Sepoys,  who  recover- 
ed the  poll:,  and  remained  in  it,  in  order  to  protefl  the  adjacent 
country. 

Equal  confufion  prevailed  in  the  diftrifls  to  the  fouth  of  Tinivelly. 
The  troops  of  the  Maliaver,  or  King  of  Travancore,  were  making 
incurfions  from  their  wall  to  feize  the  harvefls  at  the  foot  of 
the  hills  from  Calacad  to  Cape  Comorin,  The  variety  of  dif- 
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traftlons,  which  exifted  on  every  fide,  could  not  be  all  oppofed  at 
the  fame  time,  imlefs  a greater  army  were  embodied  than  all  the 
revenues  of  the  two  provinces  could  defray.  But  the  king  was 
the  lead;  inveterate  enemy  to  the  Englifh;  becaufe  the  polygar  of  Va- 
dagherri  had  provoked  his  refentment,  by  continually  employing  his 
Colleries  to  make  depredations  in  his  country  on  the  other  hde  of  the 
mountains,  through  the  pafs  of  Shencottah,  which  lies  15  miles  to 
the  Ibuth  of  Vadagherri.  On  this  ground  of  common  enmity,  Ma- 
homed Ilfoof  opened  a negotiation  with  the  king;  who  confented  to 
a conference  at  the  gates  of  his  country  near  the  promontory.  Xhey 
met  in  the  end  of  Auguft,  and  the  interviev/  paffed  with  much  po- 
litenefs  and  feeming  cordiality.  The  king,  at  leaft  publicly,  de- 
manded nothing,  and  agreed' to  defifl  from  his  inroads  into  the  diftridls 
of  Tinivelly,  and  to  ad!  with  a confiderable  force  in  conjunblion  with 
Mahomed  Ifibof  againfl:  Vadagherri,  and  the  Pulitaver.  On  the  3d  of 
September,  Mahomed  KToof  flill  remaining  at  the  gates  of  Travan- 
core,  was  joined  by  1000  of  the  king’s  Sepoys,  armed  with  heavy 
mulkets  made  in  his  own  country,  and  difciplined,  although  auk- 
wardly,  in  the  European  manner;  but  they  were  well  fupplied 
with  fhoi^es  and  ammunition.  He  then  returned  to  Tinivelly,  and 
marching  from  thence  with  his  whole  force,  in  deference  to  the 
king,  proceeded  dire61:ly  againfl  Vadagherri,  although  20  miles 
beyond  Nellitangaville,  the  refidence  of  the  Pulitaver:  when 
arrived  near  Shencottah,  he  was  joined  by  an  army  full  as  large 
as  his  own,  confifling  of  10,000  more  of  the  king’s  troops  of 
various  kinds  of  infantry,  who  had  marched  through  the  pafs. 
This  was  perhaps  the  greatefl  force  that  had  been  affembled 
for  fome  centuries  in  this  country.  Vadagherri  defended  his  woods 
for  a day,  in  which  about  too  men  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both 
fides;  but  in  the  night  abandoned  his  fort,  and  efcaped  away  to  the 
Pulitaver  at  Nellitangaville. 

The  arrival  of  fuch  a guefl,  who,  for  the  firfl  time,  had  been  re- 
duced to  fuch  diflrefs,  frightened  the  Pulitaver;  and  fet  his  cunning 
to  work  to  divert  the  florm  from  himfelf.  The  repulfe  of  the  Englifh 
troops  at  the  attack  of  the  pettah  at  Vandiwafh  on  the  30th  of 
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September,  was  known  in  the  country,  and  was  believed,  as  the 
French  had  reprefented  it,  a fignal  defeat.  Maphuze  Khan  had  re- 
ceived letters  from  Baffaulet  Jung  and  the  government  of  Pondi- 
cherry, v'hich  encouraged  him  to  think,  that  they  fhould  very  foon 
overpower  the  Englifli  in  the  Carnatic,  when  he  might  expefl  to 
be  fubftituted  to  his  brother  Mahomed  Ally,  who  was  to  be 
depofed  from  the  Nabobfhip.  This  correljjondence,  and  thefe  ex- 
peflations,  the  Pulitaver  communicated  to  the  king  of  Travancore, 
and  offered,  if  he  would  quit  the  Englifli,  and  join  Maphuze  Caun 
agaij|fl  them,  to  give  him  whatfoever  diflri6ls  in  the  Tinivelly 
country  might  lie  convenient  to  his  own.  The  King  immediately 
expofed  thefe  documents  to  Mahomed  IfToof,  and  ftanding  on 
his  importance,  demanded  the  ceffion  of  Calacad  and  the  adjacent 
difrritfs,  for  which  he  had  fo  Ions;  contended  as-ainfl  the  Nabob’s 
government.  He  faid,  that  more  territory  than  he  claimed  had 
already  been  recovered  with  his  afliifance;  that  what  might 
be  refufed  by  one,  would  be  readily  given  to  him  by  another; 
and  that,  if  he  fhould  join  the  Polygars,  the  Nabob’s  authority 
would  never  be  eftablifhed  in  the  Tinivelly  country.  Mahomed 
IfToof,  whilfl:  perplexed  with  this  dilemma,  was  informed  that 
the  two  eighteen-pounders,  with  500  mufkets,  which  had  been  fent, 
according  to  his  requeft,  from  Madrafs,  were  loft  at  Tea;  and  that 
the  two  fix-pounders,  although  landed,  were  flopped  by  the  Dutch 
agent  at  Tutacorin.  This  mifchance  gave  greater  weight  to  the 
king’s  arguments,  and  greater  value  to  his  affiftance ; for  the  force 
of  Mahomed  IfToof  alone  was  not  fufficient  to  reduce  the  Pulitaver, 
whom  all  the  beft  colleries  in  the  country  were  flocking  to  defend. 
He  therefore  furrendered  the  diftri6ls  which  the  king  demanded; 
and  the  Prefidency  approved  the  ceffion;  but  the  Nabob  fufjjeded 
that  it  had  been  promifed  by  IfToof  at  his  firft  interview  with  the 
king,  in  order  to  fecure  his  future  affiftance  to  his  own  ambitious 
views. 

As  foon  as  this  agreement  was  fettled,  the  Travancores  moved 
again  in  conjunction  with  his  troops.  On  the  6th  of  November, 
they  invefted  the  wood  and  fort  of  Ealaltaver,  v/hich  was  ©ne  of 
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the  dependencies  of  the  Pulitaver.  The  Colleries  defended  the  wood  1 759. 
three  days,  and  then  abandoned  both;  and  retired  to  Nellltangaville. 

After  this  fuccefs,  the  want  of  ammunition  obliged  Mahomed  Iffoof  November.. 
to  remain  until  he  received  fupplies  from  Madura,  Palamcotah,  and 
Anjengo.  The  army  of  Travancore,  to  prevent  difgufts  frorn  dif- 
parity  of  cuftoms,  encamped  feparately,  but  in  fight  of  hlahomed 
IfiToof’s  ; and  on  the  20th  of  November,  a body  of  5 or  6000  Colleries 
attacked  the  camp  of  the  Tra\'ancores  in  open  day.  Mahomed  Iffoof, 
on  the  firft  alarm,  fent  his  horfe,  and  followed  with  his  Sepoys  and 
other  foot ; but  the  Colleries  retreated  before  they  came  up,  and  their 
nimblenefs,  with  the  ruggednefs  of  the  country,  rendered  the  purfuit 
of  little  avail.  They  had  killed  and  wounded  100  of  the  Traven- 
cores,  before  they  went  off.  A day  or  two  after  this  fkirmifh,  Ma- 
homed Iffoof  received  three  howitzes,  with  fomefiiores,  and  a fupply 
of  ammunition  from  Anjengo  ; and  the  two  fix-pounders  with  their 
fhot  likewife  came  up  from  Tutacorin;  he  then  moved  with  his 
allies,  and  on  the  4th  of  December  fet  down  before  Wafhinelore,  ano- 
ther fort  dependent  on  the  Pulitaver,  much  flronger  than  any  he  had, 
excepting  Nellitangaville,  from  which  it  is  fituated  twenty  miles  to 
the  N.  w.  and  twelve  in  the  fame  diredlion  from  Outamaly. 

Wafhinelore  flood  within  three  miles  from  the  great  range  of 
mountains,  at  the  foot  of  which  ran  a thick  wood,  extending  two  miles 
into  the  plain,  and  within  1300  yards  of  the  weft  and  fouth  tides  of 
the  fort;  but  turned  to  a much  greater  diftance  on  the  north,  and  to 
the  eaft  the  plain  was  open,  and  every  where  covered  with  prpfufe 
cultivation.  A very  extenfive  pettah,  the  refidence  of  fbmc  thoufand 
inhabitants,  commenced  within  forty  yards,  and  extended  1200  to 
the  N.  E.  of  the  walls:  a thick  thorn  hedge,  with  barriers,  furrounded 
•both  the  pettah  and  the  fort.  The  extent  of  the  fort  was  650  by 
300  yards : it  was  of  mud,  but  almoft  as  hard  as  brick  ; it  had  four 
large  fquare  towers,  one  at  each  angle,  and  feveral  fmaller,  which 
were  round,  between.  Every  tower  was  a feparate  redoubt,  enclofed 
by  a parapet,  to  command  within  as  well  as  without  the  fort : the 
accefs  to  the  tower  was  a fleep  ramp,  only  two  feet  broad,  the  en- 
trance a narrow  wicket  in  the  parapet ; the  curtain  between  the 
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1759.  towers  had  no  parapet,  and  was  only  a rampart  floping  on  both  Tides 

I^n^r.  ^ ^ 5 to  3 to]^ ; but  the  hope  from  within  M'as 

much  lefs  fliarp  than  from  without,  fo  that,  if  affaulted,  the  de- 
fenders might  eafily  run  up  to  the  top.  The  parapets  of  the  towers 

have  circular  holes  for  the  ufe  of  fmall  arms,  but  no  openings  pre- 

pared for  cannon,  of  which  there  was  not  a hngle  piece  in  the  fort. 
This  defcription  only  fuits  Waflilrielore,  for  the  other  forts  in  the 
Madura  and  Tinivelly  countries  have  parapets  with  loop-holes  to 
their  ramparts,  as  well  as  to  their  towers;  but  all  are  of  earth, 
excepting  Madura  and  Palamcotah.  The  Colleries  on  this  fide  of 
the  Tinivelly  country,  poffefs  nothing  of  the  uglinefs  or  deformity 
which  generally  charadferize  the  inhabitants  of  the  hills  and  wilds 
of  India.  They  are  tall,  well-made,  and  well-featured.  Their 
arms  are  lances  and  pikes,  bows  and  arrows,  rockets,  and  match- 
locks, but  whether  with  or  without  other  weapons,  every  man  con- 
hantly  wears  a fword  and  fhleld.  In  battle,  the  different  arms  move 
in  diflindf  bodies;  but  the  lancemen  are  rated  the  molf  eminent, 
and  lead  all  attacks.  This  weapon  is  18  feet  long;  they  tie  under 
the  point  a tuft  of  fcarlet  horfe-hair,  and  w'hen  they  attack  horfe, 

. add  a fmall  bell.  Without  previous  exercife,  they  alfemble  in  a deep 
column,  preffing  clofe  together,  and  advance  at  a long  fteady  ffep,  in 
fome  degree  of  time,  their  lances  inclining  forward,  but  aloft,  of 
which  the  elahicity  and  vibration,  with  the  jingle,  dazzle  and  fcare 
the  cavalry ; and  their  approach  is  fcarcely  lefs  formiable  to  in- 
fantry not  difeiplined  with  fire-arms.  The  importance  of  Wafhi- 
nelore,  and  the  great  force  v/hich  was  come  againfl:  it,  brought 
fome  thoufands  of  Colleries  to  its  relief;  but  all,  excepting  8 or  900 
chofen  men  allotted  to  defend  the  walls,  kept  in  the  woods : from 
whence  every  day  and  night  parties  Tallied,  and  alarmed  or  attacked 
one  or  other,  and  fometimes  both  the  camps ; and  greater  bodies  on 
' three  different  days  made  general  attacks  on  the  batteries,  of  which 
thefe  continued  interruptions  retarded  the  conftrudfion,  infomuch 
that  they  were  not  finifhed  until  the  26th,  20  days  after  the  arrival 
of  the  armies;  but  the  howitzes  had  commenced  before.  The  only 

efficacious 
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efficacious  gun  was  the  iS-pounder,  which  Mahomed  liToof  had  J^759. 
brought  from  Madura,  for  the  reft  were  only  6-pounders  and  lower; 
but  from  exceflive  firing,  the  1 8-pounder  burft  the  day  after  it  was 
mounted;  and  by  this  time  all  the  ammunition,  as  well  of  the  bat- 
teries as  troops,  excepting  the  quantity  which  prudence  required  to 
be  referved  for  defence,  was  expended.  However,  part  of  the  pa- 
rapet of  the  tower  fired  upon,  was  beaten  down,  and  Mahomed 
Iftbof  refolved  to  ftorm  the  next  day.  Many  troops  of  both  armies 
waited  on  the  aflault ; and  as  foon  as  it  began,  the  Pulitaver,  with 
3000  chofen  Colleries,  who  had  marched  in  the  night  from  Nelli- 
tangaville,  iftued  from  the  wood  and  fell  upon  the  camp  of  Mahomed 
Iftbof,  drove  away  the  troops  that  guarded  it,  and  began  to  commit 
every  kind  of  deftrudlion.  Mahomed  Iftbof  inftantly  fent  back  a 
large  body  to  repulle  them,  and  continued  the  aftault;  but  the  gar- 
rifon  within  received  double  animation  from  the  Pulitaver’s  fucceft, 
which  was  announced  to  them  by  the  ufual  war-cry  and  the  found- 
ing of  their  conchs.  All  the  other  Colleries  colledled  in  the  woods 
appeared  likewife,  as  if  on  the  fame  notice,  and  in  different  bands 
attacked  the  troops  at  the  batteries,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  breach ; 
and  although  continually  repulfed,  continually  rallied,  and  with  the 
refolution  of  the  garrifon  faved  the  fort  until  the  evening,  and  then 
waited  in  the  woods  to  interrupt  the  renewal  of  the  aftault  in  the 
night;  but  fo  much  of  the  referved  ammunition  had  been  expended  in 
the  day  that  Mahomed  Iftbof  deemed  it  dangerous  to  remain  any 
longer  before  the  fort,  and  drew  offi  his  artillery.  Two  hundred  of  his 
troops  and  of  the  Travancores  were  killed,  but  more  of  the  enemy. 

The  next  day  he  moved  to  a diftance,  and  difmifted  the  Travancores, 
who  proceeded  through  the  pafs  of  Shencotty  to  their  own  country, 
and  Mahomed  Iftbof  returned  with  his  own  troops,  and  thofe  lent 
him  by  Tondiman  and  the  Moravers,  to  the  town  of  Tinivelly. 


End  of  the  Eleventh  Book. 
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BOOK  XII. 


HE  two  armies  in  the  Carnatic  continued,  during  the  firft  days 


1 of  January,  in  their  encampments  near  Arcot,  equally  cautious 
of  rifquing  any  attempt  of  confequence,  becaufe  both  were  waiting 
the  refult  of  their  neo;otiations  to  brino;  Innis  Khan  with  his  Morattoes 
to  their  affiftance.  Both  offered  60,000  rupees ; but,  whilff  the 
Englifh  were  propofmg  conditional  bills,  the  French  fent  ready 
money,  which  determined  his  preference.  He  arrived  on  the  8th  in 
the  French  camp,  with  3000  mounted,  and  a greater  number  of  foot 
plunderers,  'who  are  called  Pandarums,  and  always  troop  with  the 
horle,  as  we  have  defcribed  when  Bajinrow  joined  Clive  in  the  fight 
near  Arni.  The  next  day,  the  French  army  filed  off  from  their  en- 
campment which  extended  from  the  fuburbs  of  Arcot  along  the  fouth 
fide  of  thePaliar,  and  took  the  road  towards  Trivatore  ; and,  as  they 
were  going  off,  Mr.  Lally,  with  a large  body  of  Morattoes,  fome  of  the 
European  horfe,  and  two  field-pieces,  croffed  the  river,  and  advanced 
toTrimuddi,  an  out-poff,  three  miles  in  front  of  the  Englifh  camp 
at  Chinafimundrum.  A cannonade  enfued,  but  more  guns  and  troops 
coming  up,  Mr. Lally  retired,  and  recrofied  the  river:  during  which, 
a body  of  200  Morattoes,  with  whom  Colonel  Coote  had  treated, 
came  over  from  the  enemy’s,  and  joined  his  camp.  In  the  evening, 
Colonel  Coote  proceeded  acrofs  the  river,  with  an  efcort  of  horfe, 
and  reconnoitred  the  enemy’s  line  of  march,  and  fufpe6ting,  that 
they  might  intend  againfl  Vandiwafh,  took  his  meafures  accord- 
ingly. Orders  were  difpatched  to  Captain  Sherlock,  who  com- 


manded 
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1760.  manded  in  the  fort,  tp,  defend  it  to  extremity,  and  to  the  two  com- 
panics  of  Sepoys  at  Trivatore,  to  repair  thither  immediately.  The 
baggage  of  the  army  was  fent  off  that  night  to  Covrepank;  and  in 
the  morning  the  whole  army  moved  from  Chinafimiindrum,  where 
they  had  lain  eighteen  days,  and  in  the  evening  pitched  anew  on  the 
bank  of  the  Paliar,  five  miles  lower  down  than  the  ground  which 
the  French  had  occupied  on  the  other  fide.  A ftrong  poll  of  horfe 
and  foot  was  advanced  at  fome  diftance  towards  Arcot,  and  another 
on  the  left,  with  orders  to  keep  up  continual  patroles.  The  next 
day  paffed  without  any  alarm  from  the  enemy,  or  intelligence  of 
confequence  concerning  them,  who  neverthelefs  were  not  idle. 

Mr.  Tally  had  formed  another  projeft  befides  that  which  Colonel 
Coote  fufpedted ; and,  to  accomplifh  it,  had  not  fuffered  his  army 
to  advance  with  half  the  expedition  they  might.  They  were  on  the 
iith,  the  third  day  after  they  quitted  their  encampment,  no  far- 
ther than  Papantanguel,  fix  miles  on  this  fide  of  Trivatore,  and 
halted  there  the  greatefi:  part  of  the  day.  Towards  the  evening, 
all  were  under  arms,  and  the  flores  and  baggage  loaded ; but,  in- 
ftead  of  marching  on  he  difplayed  them  on  the  plain,  facing  to 
the  Paliar,  and  then  exercifed  them  as  if  for  pra6tice,  in  large  evo- 
lutions, which  were  calculated  to  fling  the  whole  line  to  the  eafl- 
ward,  with  all  the  horfe,  Morattoes,  as  well  as  Europeans,  on  the 
right,  of  whom  the  outermoft,  when  the  exercife  ended,  were  fix 
miles  from  Papantanguel.  Having  thus  whiled  away  the  time  until 
the  clofe  of  the  evening,  he  continued  all  on  the  ground  they  flood 
until  it  was  dark  ; and  then  feparated  the  army  into  two  ditifions. 
The  horfe,  excepting  fome  which  rejoined  the  fecond,  filed  off,  fol- 
lowed by  300  Sepoys,  who  had  formed  next  to  them,  and  march- 
ed on  as  fafl  as  they  could,  keeping  together;  the  refl  of  the  army, 
which  confifled  of  all  the  European  infantry,  with  the  baggage 
and  artillery,  were  ordered  to  follow,  biit  without  flrain.  Mr. 
Tally  led  the  firfl  divifion  himfelf.  After  a march  of  1 5 miles,  in 
which  they  had  croffed  the  Paliar,  they  arrived  at  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing at  Conjeveram  ; expedling'to  find  in  the  town  the  magazines  of 
rice  which  fupplied  the  Englifh  army  ; but  they  had  no  fuch  flore, 
2 living 
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living  on  the  purchafe  of  the  day ; nor  had  the^inhabitants  more  than,  r 760. 
the  common  provifion  of  their  houfes ; but  in  the  pagoda  was  the 
hofpital,  and  a (lock  of  military  ftores,  under  the  guard  of  two  com- 
panies of  Sepoys,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Chillholm,  of  which  the 
capture  would  have  been  diftrelling;  but  Mr.  Lally  having  brought  no 
cannon  made  no  attempt  on  the  pagoda,  and  employed  his  troops 
in  colledling  plunder,  and  fetting  fire  to  the  houfes  of  the  town; 
during  which,  the  Sepoys,  and  all  the  fick  in  the  pagoda,  who  could 
move,  came  out,  and  being  well  acquainted  with  the  ftreets  and  covers, 
continually  attacked  their  fmaller  parties  and  ftragglers,  and  whenever 
likely  to  be  overpowered,  difappeared.  In  the  evening  the  enemy 
retreated,  driving  off  2000  bullocks,  the  moft  valuable  part  of  their 
booty,  loaded  with  the  trumpery  they  had  colle61ed.  By  this  time  the 
other  divifion  of  the  army  had  arrived  at  Jangolam,  a village  on  the 
bank  of  the  Paliar,  three  miles  from  Conjeveram,  from  whence  both 
united,  immediately  proceeded,  and  the  next  day  reached  Trivatore. 

The  neareft  ground  of  the  French  line,  whilft  marching  on  this 
exploit,  was  eight  miles  from  the  advanced  poft  of  the  Englilh  camp, 
whofe  black  horfe,  awed  by  the  number  of  the  Morattoes,  were 
afraid  to  venture,  and  could  not  be  trufted  lb  far  abroad;  and  the 
European  horfe,  being  only  one  hundred,  were  not  even  fufficient 
for  the  necelfary  patroles  of  the  camp;  fo  that  the  firft  intelligence 
of  the  enemy’s  march  was  from  Lieutenant  Chilholm  at  Conjeveram, ' 
fent  as  loon  as  they  appeared  there.  It  arrived  in  the  afternoon; 

Colonel  Coote  Immediately  let  olf  with  the  cavalry,  and  ordered  the 
whole  army  to  follow,  which  was  in  march  before  the  fun  fet,  and 
before  it  role  at  Conjeveram,  where  Colonel  Coote,  with  the  cavalry, 
had  arrived  at  one  in  the  morning.  The  way  is  twenty-one  miles. 

It  was  now  a month,  that  Mr.  Bully  had  a<5Ied  once  more  in  the 
field  in  conjunftion  with  Mr.  Lally;  and  the  intercourfe  had  only 
eiicreafed  the  averfion.  The  late  errors  of  Mr.  Tally’s  operations, 
which  had  loft  V andiwalh  and  Carangoly,  without  gaining  any  thing 
equivalent  by  the  expedition  to  Seringham,  had  lowered  his  military 
charader  throughout  the  army;  and  even  his  own  regiment  as  W’ell 
as  Lorrain,  although  the  King’s  troops,  began  to  acknowledge  the 
• VpL.  II.  4 E>  fuperior 
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• 1760.  fnperior  talents  of  Mr.  BufTy  to  conduft  the  war;  the  battalion  of 
India  always  thought  fo.  Mr.  Lally  imputed  this  riling  predileftioii 
in  the  officers  to  the  influence  of  Mr.  Buffy’s  money,  and  amongft  the 
foldiers  to  the  intrigues  of  Father  St.  Eftevan,a  crazy,  buiy  Jeiuit,  who 
officiated  in  the  camp,  and  confeffed  the  regiment  of  Lorrain : his  an- 
tipathy no  longer  liftened  to  any  reftraints.  As  foon  as  the  army  re- 
turned to  Trivatore,  Mr.  BufTy  alked  his  leave  to  retire  to  Pondicherry 
for  the  recovery  of  a painful  diforder,  which  incapacitated  him  for 
fatigue : but  Mr.  Lally  forbid  him  in  the  name  of  the  king  to  quit  the 
field.  He  obeyed,  and  gave  his  heft  opinion  concerning  the  future 
operations  of  the  campaign.  “ The  Engliffi,  he  faid,  would  not  fee 
“ Vandiwafh  taken,  without  rifquing  a battle  to  lave  it,  in  which  the 
“ French  army  would  be  deprived  of  all  the  force  employed' in  the 
“ liege;  and  from  the  neceffity  of  covering  it,  not  mailer  of  the  choice 
“ of  advantages  in  the  adlion;  whereas,  if  the  whole  of  the  regular 
“ troops  kept  together  on  the  banks  of  the  Paliar,  and  detached 
“ the  whole  body  of  Morattoes  to  hy  w,afte  the  Englilh  dilfridls, 
“ their  army  would  foon  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity,  either  of 
“ giving  battle  at  difadvantage,  or  of  feeking  its  fubliftence  under 
“ the  walls  of  Madrafs.’”  No  advice  could  be  more  judicious;  for 
the  firll  divilion  of  the  Morattoes,  although  only  1000,  had  ven- 
tured to  carry  their  ravages  as  far  as  Pondamalee  and  Vendalore, 
and  by  cutting  off  every  kind  of  provilioii  on  every  lide,  had  re- 
duced the  Englilh  camp  to  as  great  want,  as  they  brought  abundance 
to  the  French,  where  they  fold  the  beeves  they  had  plundered  at 
feven  for  a rupee,  and  rice  at  half  its  value  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country;  and  at  this  very  time  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs,  anxious 
for  the  lofs  of  their  fureft  revenues,  repented  that  they  had  not 
bought  the  Morattoes  on  their  own  terms,  and  were  advifing  Colonel 
Coote  to  fall  back  nearer  to  the  adjacencies  of  the  town.  But  Mr. 
Lally fufpe61ed  Mr,  Bulfy’s  advice,  as  deligned  to  prevent  or  difparage 
the  adlivity  of  his  own  operations  5 and  on  the  14th  marched  away 
from  Trivatore,  with  a detachment  of  500  Europeans,  half  the 
European  cavalry,  500  Morattoes,  1000  Sepoys,  and  four  flekl-pieces, 
leaving  Mr.  BulTy  with  the  main  body  at  Trivatore,  as  the  moll 

central 
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central  fituation,  at  hand  to  join  his  own  divifion,  if  the  Englifh  army 
fhould  march  after  it;  or  ready  to  oppofe  and  interrupt  them,  if  they 
■ fhould  go  againft  Arcot,  in  order  to  divert  the  liege  of  Vandivafh. 

On  the  14th  in  the  evening,  Colonel  Coote  received  intelligence 
•of  Mr.- Lally’s  arrival  at  Vandivafh,  and  the  next  day  marched 
with  his  whole  force  from  Conjeveram,  eroding  the  Paliar  to  the 
s.  E,  indead  of  following  the  enemy  by  the  longer,  but  better  road 
of-Trivatore.  On  the  17th,  they  arrived,  and  encamped  near  Ou- 
trahaalore.  ■ This  fituation,  lying  half-way  in  the  road  between 
'Vandivafli  and  Chinglapett,  fecured  the  communication;  with  this 
place,  and  from  hence  with  hladrafs:  it  likewife  had  Carangoly  in 
its  rear  to  the  left.  The  fort  at  Outramalore  having  long  been  ne- 
gle61ed,  w as  open  in  feveral  parts  from  top  to  bottom  of  the  w^all ; 
but  was  a much  more  defenfible  repofitory  for  the  dores  and  -baggage 
of  ■‘the  army,  than  any  pod  in  the  open  plain.  ' ' ' 1 . 

Captain  Sherlocke  kept  30  Europeans  and  300  Sepoys  in  the  fouth 
pettah  of  Vandivafh,  w'hich  Mr.  Lally  attacked  at  three  in  the 
morning  with  all  his  infantry,  in  two  divifions:  the  one,  in  which 
the  Europeans  W'^ere  marines  from  the  fquadron,  was  allotted  to  the 
wedern  rampart,  and  only  intended  to  make  a diverfion  during  the 
real  attack  on  the  oppofite;  where  the  Europeans  were  of  Lally’s 
regiment,  and  led  by  himfelf.  Both  divifions  were  difeovered  'and 
fired  upon  before  they  gained  the  foot  of  the  w^all;  and  the  marines, 
unufed  to  fuch  fervices,  broke,  and  ran  round  to  Mr.  Lally’s  divifidn, 
W'ho,  fuppofing  them  enemies,  fired  upon  them  until  the  midako 
was  difeovered.  Nothing  more  was  attempted  until  eight  o’clock 
the  next  morning,  when  all  the  infantry  in  one  column,  with  two' 
field-pieces  at  their  head,  advanced  againd  the  fouth-fide  of  the 
pettah;  but  the  fire  to  which  they  w^ere  exnofcd,  brought  the  front 
of  the  column  to  a halt  without  orders.  Mr.  Lally  rode  up,  idif- 
mounted,  and  calling  for  volunteers,  ran  to  the  ditch,  and  mounted 
the  wall,  himfelf  the  fird.  The  whole  column  immediately  poured 
after  him;  and  the  troops  in  the  pettah,  having  no  orders  to  defend 
it  to  extremity,'  efcaped  along  the  dreets,.  and  regained^the  fort 
without 'any  Icis  in  the  retreat;  in  the  whole  defence  only  four ioh five 
htfd’been  killed;  but  the  enemy  lod  tw^elve  Europeans,  befides  Se- 

4 D 2 poys. 
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I 760.  poys,  and  more  wounded  of  both.  They  immediately  entrenched 
openings  of  the  ftreets  facing  the  fort,  and  began  to  raife  a 
battery  in  the  n.  e.  angle  of  the  pettah,  againft  the  fame  tower 
which  Colonel  Coote  had  breached,  and  nearly  on  the  fame  ground. 

A thoufand  of  the  Morattoes  had  been  ordered  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  the  Englifli  army ; but  they  followed  nothing  but  plunder, 
and  continued  fpreading  themfelves  to  the  north  of  the  Paliar;  and 
as  Mr.  Tally  never  rewarded  fufficiently  to  encourage  daring  (pies, 
the  firfl  news  he  received  of  the  approach  of  the  Englifh  army,  was 
on  the  17th  at  fun-rife,  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Bufly  at  Trivatore,  by 
which  time  they  were  arrived  at  Outramalore.  His  averfion  to  the 
authority,  made  him  unwilling  to  accept  the  information  as  authen- 
tic; and  at  hrft  he  only  ordered  part  of  the  army  to  advance  from 
Trivatore:  but,  on  farther  intelligence,  left  Mr.  BufTy  to  a6t  accoi'd- 
ing  to  his  difcretion;  who  at  five  in  the  afternoon  marched  with  the 
whole,  and  arrived  at  Vandivafh  before  midnight. 

The  Englifh  army  arrived  at  Outramalore  without  provifions,  and 
too  much  fatigued  to  march  on,  and  reach  Vandivafh,  before  Mr. 
Bully’s  divifion  had  joined  Mr.  Tally’s  there,  which,  otherwife,  on 
their  appearance,  muff  either  have  retreated,  or  would  have  flood 
their  ground  with  great  inferiority  and  difadvantage.  The  horfe,  as 
loon  as  the  foot  were  encamped,  went  abroad  to  rummage  the  villages 
for  provifions,  and  the  next  day  the  troop  of  huffars  fell  in  with  50  Mo- 
rattoes, of  whom  they  killed  one,  and  took  twelve  wdth  their  horfes. 
Still  the  w^ant  of  grain  continued  in  the  camp,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  renter,  although  he  depended  on  Madrafs,  had  fold  his  flore 
to  fome  agents,  probably  employed  by  the  French,  at  Sadrafs;  on 
which  he  was  feized,  and  confined  without  eating,  until  the  army 
was  lupplied ; and  his  people  in  a few  hours  brought  enough  for  the 
immediate  want,  and  promifed  more.  The  fcarcity  had,  however, 
been  no  obflacle  to  the  operations  of  the  army;  for  Colonel  Coote,- 
had  refolved  not  to  advance  upon  the  enemy,  until  they  were  ready 
to  affault  Vandivafh,  when  he  fhould  have  his  choice  of  attacking 
cither  the  troops  employed  againfl  the  fort,  or  the  army  which  co- 
vered them  in  the  plain.  This  Mr.  BufTy  forefaw,  and  again  advifed 
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Mr.  Lally  to  defift  from  the  fiege  until  a better  opportunity;  and  1760. 
to  keep  his  whole  force  together,  until  the  Englilh  either  fought 
or  retired;  but  Mr.  Lally  as  before  could ^not  brook  inftrudion  from- 
the  rival  he  detefted,  and  perfifted. 

Their  battery  did  not  open  until  the  20th;  having  waited  for  the 
cannon,  which  were  brought  70  miles  from  the  ramparts  of  Val- 
dore,  on  carriages  fent  from  Pondicherry.  They  were  two  eighteen, 
and  two  of  twenty-four.  By  the  night  of  the  20th  the  wall  of  the 
fauflebray  was  opened.  Colonel  Coote,  on  this  intelligence,  marched 
the  next  day  with  all  the  cavalry  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy’s  fitu- 
ationand  the  ftate  of  the  liege,  and  receiving,  when  near,  a mefiage 
from  Sherlocke,  that  they  had  breached  the  main  rampart,  went 
back,  and  halted  at  Tirimbourg,  a village  half  way,  to  which  he  or- 
dered the  main  body  of  the  army  to  advance  without  delay  from 
Outramalore,  but  to  lend  their  heavy  baggage,  for  better  fecurity,  to 
Carangoly.  They  arrived  at  Tirimbourg  in  the  night;  at  fun-rife. 

Colonel  Coote  taking  with  him  1000  of  the  black  horfe,  and  the 
two  troops  of  European,  with  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  advanced 
in  front  of  the  main  body  of  the  army,  which  he  ordered  to  follow, 
but  without  prefling  their  march. 

Thediftance  from  Tirimbourg  to  Vandivalh  is  feven  miles;  the 
road  leads  from  the  n.  e.  to  the  s.  w.  The  mountain  of  Vandivafh 
lies  in  the  fame  direftion,  extending  more  than  a league  in  length.  The 
fort  ftands  two  miles  to  the  s.  of  the  mountain,  but  nearer  to  the 
weftern  than  the  eaftern  end.  The  French  army  was  encamped 
direftly  oppofite  to  the  eaflern  end  of  the  mountain,  at  the  diflance 
of  three  miles,  and  at  two  to  the  weft  of  the  fort.  The  cam])  was 
in  two  lines  feparated  by  paddy  fields ; a great  tank  covered  the  left 
flank  of  both  lines.  At  300  yards  in  front  of  this  tank,  but  a little 
on  its  left,  was  another,  and  farther  on,  likewife  on  the  left  of 
this,  another,  neither  more  than  200  yards  in  circumference,  and 
both  dry;  and  the  bank  which  furrounded  the  foremoft  tank  had 
been  converted  into  a retrenchment,  in  which  were  mounted  fome 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  commanded  the  plain  in  front,  and  flanked 
in  its  whole  length  the  efplanade  in  fitOnl  of  the  camp. 
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All  the  INIorattoes  were  returned,  and  lying  with  their  plunder 
under  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  extending  along  it  towards  the  n.e. 
end.  Their  fcouts  brought  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  Colonel 
Coote’s  divifion,  on  which  all  mounted,  as  did  the  European  cavalry 
in  the  French  camp,  and  the  whole  fpread  in  different  bodies  acrols 
the  plain  to  the  ealf  of  the  mountain.  Colonel  Coote,  with  200  of 
the  black  cavalry,  followed  by  the  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  was 
advancing  a mile  in  front  of  the  reft  of  the  cavalry,  which  com- 
pofed  the  divifion  he  was  leading;  and  the  Morattoes  fent  forward 
200  of  their  horfe,  on  which  he  halted,  called  up  the  Sepoys, j and 
interfperfed  themun  platoons  between  the  tropps  of  horfe. 

. The  advanced  body  of  the  Morattoes  never thelefs  pufhed  on,  but 
were  flopped  by  the  fire  of  the  Sepoys,  before  they  came  to  the 
ufe  of  the  fword.  Neverthelels,  they  recovered  after  their  wheel, 
ftood  till  within  reach  of  the  Sepoys  agaip,  then  turned  again,  and 
in  this  manner  fell  back  to  their  main  bpdy,  which  with  the  French 
cavalry  had  gathered,  and  were  drawn  up,  extending  in  a line  to 
the  eaft,  from  the  end  of  the  mountain  ; the  French  on  the  right  of 
the  Morattoes.  ; 

Colonel  Coote,  whilft  halting  for  the  Sepoys,  had  fent  off  a meffen- 
ger,  ordering  up  the  body  of  cavalry,  which  were  a mile  behind,  and 
the  firft  five  companies  of  Sepoys  with  two  of  the  field-pieces  from  the 
head  of  the  line  of  infantry,  to  come  on  likewife  as  faft  as  they  could 
march:  the  cavalry  foon  joined  him,  but  more  time  was  requifite 
for  the  Sepoys  and  guns,  as  the  line  was  three  miles  off.  During 
which.  Colonel  Coote,  by  continual  halts,  advanced  very  llowly; 
and  the  enemy’s  cavalry  continued  on  the  ground  they  had  chofen. 
At  eight  .o’clock  the  detacment  of  Sepoys,  with  the  guns,  came 
up,  when  the  divifion  with  Coote  w^ere  at  an  afcent,  which  inter- 
cepted them  from  the  fight  of  the  enemy,  who,;  although  they  had 
perceived  the  cloud  of  liiarch,  had  not  diftinguifhed  the  two  guns 
which  accompanied  the  Sepoys,  who,  joined  by  the  other  two  com- 
panies, formed  in  a line  in  the^rear  of  the  cavalry,  with  the  guns 
in  the  center ; the  two  troops  of,  European  horfe  were  in  the  center  of 
the  cavalry  in.  the  firft  dine,-. ji^In  this  ordef  . the  two  lines  advanced 
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againfl:  the  enemy,  who  v/ere  ftill  waiting  for  them;  but  when  at  the  1 760, 
diftance  of  200  yards,  the  cavalry  opened  from  the  centre,  and  brought 
themfelves  round,  divided  on  each  wing  of  the  Sepoys,  in  the  fecond 
line ; and  the  inftant  the  ground  was  clear,  the  two  field-pieces  began 
quick  firing  on  the  enemy’s  line  of  cavalry,  which  were  letting  off  to 
take  advantage  of  the  evolution  making  by  the  Englifh.  The  field- 
pieces  were,  one  a twelve,  the^other  a fix-pounder,  both  of  brafs;  and 
Captain  Robert  Barker,  although  he  commanded  the  whole  of  the 
Company’s  artillery,  had  come  up  . with,  and  now  ferved  them  him- 
felf : the  effect  anfwered  the  good-will  and  dexterity ; the  fire  was 
dire61ed  amongft:  the  JVIorattods  ;.and  every,  fhot  was  feen  to  overfet 
men  and  horfes,  which  flopped  their  career,! but  not,  before  they 
were  within  reach  of-the.mufketry  of  - the  Sepoys-;  land  fome  of  them 
on  the  wings  had  even  rode  in  amongR  the  'Oiitward  of  the  Englifh 
cavalry  during  their  evolution;  but  the  encreafing  havock  which  fell 
amongfi;  them  foon, after,'  put  the.  whole  body  topflight,  and  they 
galloped  away  to*  their  camp,  leaving  .the  Ff  each  cavalry  alone,'  who 
were  advancing  in  regular  order  oA  .thbiO  right,  againft  'whom  the 
field-pieces  u eaie  then  direfiled,  wliich  they  flood  for  fom'e  time,  feem- 
ing  to  expe^  ;the  Mdrattoes  would,  rally;  but  feeing  them  entirely 
gone  off,  turned  .and  went  ofFnthenidel:^s,t)but  hill  jin  reorder, 'and 
with  much  compofure.  . r; 

. Colonel' Coote  advanced. ''Wlthiohis)  divifion  to  (the  grot nd! they lhad 
quitted,  and  feeing  the  .pilaln  .clear,  quite  up'^to  the  French  camp; 
lent  orders  to  bis  line  of  infdn’try  to  halt',Avhei-efoever  the  order  fhou.ld 
meet  them,  untilihe  .returned oth  tlienx-himldf.  ■ There  were  fome 
gardens  and  otheh  ienclofures  -hai:^  a^mUe  to  -the  right  qf  the  ground 
M'hich  thej French  oavairy  had /occupied^  AvbfiIft,,dmWn  up  -in  a line 
with  the'ftlorattoes  extendingiiom  the  end  of -the  mountain. The 
enclofure's  were  good  fhelter  on  ne'ceffity;.antfthe  ground  beyond  them 
excellentjfor.the  difplay  aiDd.uffiion.ofithe  wbble  army;  which  Colonel 
Coote  having  redonnoitred,  ordered. hi^  divifibh  to  file  off  ittrthe,. left; 
and,  to  formion  this  ground,  ;ih  the  fame>oj;der  as  .before  ; the: eavalfy 
in  a line  in  front,  the  Sepoys  in  another  behind'  them.  *'  ' ' ^ , 

■ i'-.i-  H-i-.  - i ■ i/'-y  ' As 


I 


\ 


580 
1 760. 
jciniiary. 


The  War  of  Coromandel.  Book  XII. 

foon  as  this  dirpohtion  was  executed,  he  rode  back  to  the 
line  of  infantry,  which  were  halting,  drawn  up  in  two  lines  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  battle  he  had  ilTued  to  the  principal  officej  s 
in  the  preceding  night.  He  lignified  his  intention  of  leading  the 
army  on  to  a general  adlion,  which  was  received  with  acclamations, 
that  left  no  doubt  of  the  ardour  of  the  troops  to  engage  the  enemv 
they  had  fo  long  been  feeking.  The  plain  dry,  hard,  and  even,  ad- 
mitted of  their  marching  on  in  the  fame  order  they  were  drawn  up, 
without  filing  oft  in  columns,  fo  that  they  were  foon  upon  the 
ground  where  the  advanced  diviflon  were  halting,  M'hen  the  cavalry 
wheeled  from  the  right  and  left,  and  formed  the  third  line  of  the 
main  battle,  and  the  five  companies  of  Sepoys  took  their  place  again 
on  the  right  of  the  firft  line;  but  the  two  field-pieces,  ftill  attended 
by  Captain  Barker  with  the  two  detached  companies  of  Sepoys,  kept 
apart  at  feme  diflance  in  front,  but  to  the  left  of  the  firfl  line. 

In  this  array  the  army  flood  in  full  view  of  the  French  camp,  in 
which  no  motions  were  perceived  ; but  no  firing  was  heard  againfl 
the  fort  of  Vandivafh.  Colonel  Coote  having  waited  half  an  hour 
to  fee  the  effedl  of  his  appearance,  rode  forward  with  fome  officers 
to  reconnoitre  the  enemy’s  camp,  whofuffered  them  to  approach  near, 
-without  cannonading  or  fending  out  a party  of  cavalry  to  interrupt 
them. 

The  day  began  to  wear,  and  Colonel  Coote,  as  foon  as  he  returned 
to  the  troops,  ordered  the  whole  to  file  off  to  the  right;  the  infantry 
marched  in  two  lines  at  the  fame  parallels  they  had  drawn  up ; the 
baggage  formed  a third  column  on  the  right,  and  the  cavalry  followed 
in  the  rear  of  all  the  three.  They  proceeded  towards  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  mountain,  but  inclining  a little  towards  the  French  camp.  As  foon 
as  the  firft  files  of  the  infantry  came  to  the  ftony  ground  which  ex- 
tends from  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  on  which  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
could  not  a6l,  the  whole  halted,  and  the  two  lines  of  infantry  facing 
to  the  right,  prefented  themfelves  again  in  order  of  battle,  oppofite  to 
the  French  camp,  at  the  diftance  of  a mile  and  a half,  but  out- 
ftretching  it  on  the  right ; the  baggage  falling  back  at  the  fame  time, 
gave  place  to  the  cavalry  to  refume  theirformer  ftation  as  the  third  line. 
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The  Morattoes  were  fpread  under  the  mountain  to  protecfl  their  1 760. 
own  camp,  and  none  of  them  ventured  within  reach  of  the  two 
guns,  which  during  the  march  had  kept  on  the  left  of  the  firfh  line; 
but  fome  of  the  French  cavalry  came  out  to  reconnoitre,  and  were 
driven  back  by  their  fire.  The  army  halted  fome  time  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  in  expedlation  that  the  defiance  would  bring  the  French  out 
of  their  camp ; but  they  Hill  remained  quiet ; which  obliged 
Colonel  Coote  to  profecute  the  reft  of  the  operations  he  had  me- 
ditated. 

The  ground  for  fome  diftance  from  the  mountain,  is,  as  under 
all  others  in  the  Carnatic,  encumbered  with  ftones  and  fragments 
of  rock.  From  this  rugged  ground  up  to  the  fort  the  plain  was 
occupied  by  rice  fields.  The  Englifh  army  coafting  the  mountain 
until  oppofite  to  the  fort,  and  then  making  a converfion  of  their 
lines  to  the  right,  would  immediately  be  formed  in  the  ftrongeft 
of  fituations  ; their  right  protedled  by  the  fire  of  the  fort ; their 
left  by  the  impaffable  ground  under  the  mountain,  and  with  the 
certainty  of  throwing  any  number  of  troops,  without  oppofition, 
into  the  fort;  who,  fallying  with  the  garrifon  to  the  other  fide, 
might  eafily  drive  the  enemy  from  their  batteries  in  the  pettah; 
from  v/hence  the  whole  of  the  Englifh  army  might  likewife 
advance  againft  the  French  camp,  with  the  choice  of  attacking 
it  either  on  the  flank,  or  in  the  rear,  where  the  main  defences, 
which  had  been  prepared  in  the  front  of  their  encampment,  or 
arofe  from  the  ufual  difpofitions  on  this  fide,  would  become  en- 
tirely ufelefs. 

The  Englifh  army  had  no  fooner  began  their  march  along  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  than  Mr.  Tally  perceived  the  intention,  with 
all  the  confequences  of  this  able  operation.  The  camp  immediately 
beat  to  arms,  and  foon  after  the  troops  were  feen  iffuing  to  occupy 
the  ground  in  front  of  its  line,  where  the  field  of  battle  had  been 
previoufly  marked  out. 

The  French  cavalry,  300  riders,  all  Europeans,  formed  on  the 
right ; next  to  them  were  the  regiment  of  Terrain,  400  firelocks : 
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I 760.  ill  the  centre,  the  battalion  of  India,  700  ; next  to  them  Lally^s, 
400,  whofe  left  were  under  the  retrenched  tank,  in  which  were 
polled  the  marines  or  troops  from  the  fquadron,  with  Poete’s  from 
Ganjam,  in  all  300,  with  four  field-pieces.  Between  the  retrench- 
ment and  Laliy’s  were  three,  the  fame  number  between  Tally’s 
and  India,  India  and  Lorrain,  Lorrain  and  the  cavalry ; in  all  1 6 
pieces.  Four  hundred  of  the  Sepoys  of  Hyder  Jung,  whom  Mr. 
BuiTy  had  brought  from  Cudapah,  M'ere  polled  at  the  tank  in  the 
rear  of  the  retrenched  tank  were  the  marines  were,  whom  they 
were  to  fujjport  on  occafion  : 900  Sepoys  were  ranged  behind  a 
ridge  which  ran  along  the  front  of  the  camp  ; and  at  each  extremity 
of  this  ridge  was  a letrenchment  guarded  by  50  Europeans,  which 
covered  the  entrances  into  the  camp.  The  whole  force  drawn  out, 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  v^  as  2250  Europeans,  and  1300  Se- 
poys : 1 50  Fmropeans  and  300  Sepoys  continued  at  the  batteries 
againll  Vandivalh;  but  none  of  the  Morattoes,  although  3000,  left 
the  ground  and  protedlion  of  their  own  camp  to  affifl  their  allies 
in  this  decifive  hour. 

The  light  of  the  French  army  ififuing  into  the  open  plain  gave 
Colonel  Coote  all  he  intended  by  the  preceding  operations  of  the  day. 
He  inflantly  halted  his  lines,  which  had  advanced  fome  way  along 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  Facing  as  foon  as  they  halted,  the  two 
firll  lines  were  in  order  of  battle,  oppofite,  but  obliquely,  to  the 
enemy.  The  baggage  was  fent  back  under  the  efcort  of  two  com- 
panies of  Se|>oys,  to  a village  in  the  rear,  and  the  cavalry  as  before, 
took  their  place  in  the  third  line. 

The  Englifh  army  confiiled  of  1900  Europeans,  of  whom  80 
were  cavalrv,  2100  Sepoys,  1250  black  horfe,  and  26  field-pieces. 
In  the  fil'd:  line  were  Coote’s  regiment  on  the  right,  the  Company’s 
two  battalions  in  the  centre.  Draper’s  on  the  left ; but  all  v/ithout 
their  grenadiers;  and  1800  Sepoys  were  equally  divided  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  Europeans  in  this  line  ; in  the  intervals  of  which 
were  i o pieces  of  cannon,  three  on  each  fide  of  the  Company’s  bat- 
talions, and  two  between  Coote’s  and  Draper’s  and  the  Sepoys.  la 
. the  fecond  line  were  all  the  grenadiers  of  the  army,  300,  with  a field- 
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piece  next,  and  beyond  200  Sepoys  on  each  of  their  flanks:  the  ca- 
valry formed  the  third  line  ; the  80  Europeans,  as  before,  in  the 
centre  of  the  black  horfe ; the  two  field-pieces  with  the  two  com- 
panies of  Sepoys  of  the  morning  ftill  continued  apart,  advanced  as 
before  a little  on  the  left  of  the  firft  line. 

As  the  Englifh  army  were  marching  up,  and  before  they  were 
within  cannon  (hot,  Mr.  Lally,  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
European  cavalry  on  the  right,  fet  ofF  with  them,  and  taking  a 
large  fweep  on  the  plain,  came  down,  intending  to  fall  upon 
the  horfe  of  the  Englifh  army,  which  made  their  third  line. 
The  black  horfe,  who  were  nine-tenths  of  this  body,  pretended  to 
wheel,  in  order  to  meet  the  enemy’s,  but  purpofely  confufed  them- 
felves  fo  much,  that  fome  went  off  immediately,  which  gave  a 
pretext  to  the  reft  to  follow  them,  and  the  80  Europeans  were  left 
alone,  who  faced  and  drew  up  properly  to  receive  the  charge,  rely- 
ing on  better  affiftance.  As  foon  as  the  intention  of  Mr.  Lally  was 
underftood,  the  divilion  of  Sepoys  on  the  left  of  the  firft  line 
were  ordered  to  fall  back  in  an  angle  from  the  front,  ready  to  take 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  flank  as  they  were  approaching,  but  per- 
formed the  evolution  with  fo  little  firmnefs,  that  little  hope  was  en- 
tertained of  any  execution  from  their  fire;  but  Captain  Barker  with 
the  two  guns  of  the  feparate  detachment,  had  watched,  and  di- 
redting  Ifis  own  by  the  movement  of  the  enemy,  was  within  point 
blank  of  them  juft  before  they  were  oppofite  and  riding  in  on  the  flank 
and  rear  of  the  horfe,  where  only  the  European  were  ready  to  oppofe 
them,  for  all  the  black  were  gone.  In  lefs  than  a minute  the  quick 
firing  of  the  two  guns  brought  down  ten  or  fifteen  men  or  horfes, 
which,  as  ufual,  threw  the  next  to  them,  and  they  the  whole,  into 
confufion;  and  the  horfes  growing  every  moment  wilder,  all  turned 
and  went  oft'  on  the  full  gallop,  leaving  Mr.  Lally,  as  he  alferts, 
fingly  alone.  If  fo,  he  could  not  have  ftaid  long  where  he  was,'  for 
the  European  horfe,  on  feeing  the  enemy’s  check,  were  advancing ; 
and  many  of  the  black,  encouraged  by  the  fecurity,  were  returning, 
and  the  whole  foon  after  let  off  after  the  enemy,  whom,  they  purfued 
in  a long  courfc  quite  to  the  rear  of  their  camp, 
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The  EngliOi  army  halted  ten  minutes  in  attention  to  this  attack, 
during  which  the  French  line  cannonaded,  but  beyond  the  proper 
diftance  even  for  ball,  and  neverthelefs  often  fired  grape,  and  neither 
with  any  effeft.  The  Englifh  did  not  begin  to  anfwer  until  nearer, 
and  then  perceiving  their  own  fire  much  better  directed,  halted  in 
order  to  preferve  this  advantage,  as  long  as  the  enemy  permitted  it 
to  continue,  by  not  advancing  from  the  front  of  their  camp.  Mr. 
Lally  retiring  from  the  Englifh  cavalry,  and  delerted  by  his  own, 
rejoined  his  line  of  infantry,  which  he  found  fuffering,  and  with 
much  impatience,  from  the  Englifh  cannonade  : his  own  impetuo- 
fity  concurred  with  their  eagernefs  to  be  led  to  immediate  decilion, 
and  he  gave  the  order  to  advance.  The  Englifh  line  was  not  diredtly 
oppofite  to  the  front  of  the  French,  but  flanting  outwards  from 
their  left,  which  required  the  French  troops  on  this  fide  to  advance 
much  lefs  than  thofe  of  their  right,  who  had  more  ground  to  wheel, 
in  order  to  bring  the  whole  line  parallel  to  that  of  the  Englifh. 

Colonel  Coote  feeing  the  enemy  coming  on  gave  the  final  orders 
to  his  own.  None  but  the  Europeans  of  the  firft  and  fecond  lines 
were  to  advance  any  farther.  The  Sepoys  on  the  wings  of  both^ 
and  the  cavalry  in  the  third  line,  were  to  continue  where  they  were 
left,  and  to  take  no  fhare  in  the  battle,  until  they  fhould  hereafter 
receive  orders  how  to  adl. 

The  enemy  began  the  fire  of  mufketry  at  one  o’clock,  but  Colonel 
Coote  intended  to  refrain  until  nearer;  neverthelefs  the  company  of 
Coffrees,  which  was  inferted  in  one  of  the  Company’s  battalions, 
gave  their  fire  without  the  order  of  their  officers,  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  the  irregularity  was  prevented  from  extending.  Co- 
lonel Coote  was  at  this  time  paffing  from  the  right  to  the  left 
to  join  his  own  regiment,  and  received  two  or  three  fhot  in  his 
deaths  from  the  fire  of  the  Coffrees.  As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  his 
regiment  they  began,  and  the  fire  became  general  through  the  whole 
line. 

Coote’s  had  only  fired  twice,  when  Lorrain  formed  in  a column 
twelve  in  front:  the  operation  is  fimple  and  was  expeditious. 
Colonel  Coote  made  no  change  in  the  difpofition  of  his  regiment, 

but 
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but  ordered  the  whole  to  prefer^'e  their  next  fire;  which  Lorrain  1760. 
coming  on  almoft  at  a run,  received  at  the  diftance  of  50  yards  in 
their  front  and  on  both  their  flanks;  it  fell  heavy,  and  bi ought 
down  many,  but  did  not  flop  the  column.  In  an  inftant  the  two 
regiments  were  mingled  at  the  pufli  of  bayonet ; thofe  of  Coote’s 
oppofite  the  front  of  the'  column  were  immediately  borne  down,  but 
the  refl:,  far  the  greatefl:  part,  fell  on  the  flanks,  when  every  man 
fought  only  for  himfelf,  and  in  a minute  the  ground  was  Ipread 
with  dead  and  wounded,  and  Lorrain  having  juft  before  fuffered  from 
the-referved  fire  of  Coote’s,  broke,  and  ran  in  diforder  to  regain  the 
camp.  Colonel  Coote  ordered  his  regiment  to  be  reftored  to  order 
before  they  purfued,  and  rode  himfelf  to  fee  the  ftate  of  the  reft  of 
the  line. 

As  he  was  pafling  on,  a fhot  from  one  of  the  guns  with  Draper’s 
regiment,  ftruck  a tumbril  in  the  retrenched  tank  on  the  left  of 
Lally’s,  where  the  marines  were  pofted,  and  the  explofion  blew  up 
80  men,  many  of  whom,  with  the  chevalier  Poete,  were  killed  dead, 
and  moft  of  the  others  mortally  hurt.  All  who  were  near,  and  had  ef- 
caped  the  danger,  fled  in  the  firft  impulfe  of  terror  out  of  the  retrench- 
ment, and  ran  to  gain  the  camp  by  the  rear  of  Lally’s,  and  were  joined 
in  the  way  by  the  400  Sepoys  at  the  tank  behind,  who,  although 
they  had  fuffered  nothing,  like  wife  abandoned  their  poft.  Colonel 
Coote  on  the  explofion,  lent  orders  by  his  aid  de  camp  Captain  Izer, 
to  Major  Brereton,  to  advance  with  the  whole  of  Draper’s  regiment, 
and  take  poffeffion  of  the  retrenched  tank  before  the  enemy  reco- 
vered the  confufion  which  he  judged  the  explofion  muft  have  caufed; 
as  in  this  fituation  they  would  command,  under  cover,  the  flank  of 
Lally’s  regiment.  The  ground  on  which  Draper’s  was  ftanding  oppo- 
fite to  Lally’s  when  the  order  came,  obliged  them,  in  order  to  prevent 
Lally’s  from  enfilading,  or  flanking  them  as  comingdown,  to  file  off  by 
the  right.  Mr.  Bufly,  who  commanded  on  this  wing,  had  before  en- 
deavoured to  rally  the  fugitives,  of  whom  he  had  recovered  50  or  60, 
and  adding  to  them  two  platoons  of  Lally’s,  led  and  pofted  them  in 
the  tank,  and  then  returned  to  fupport  them  with  the  regiment. 

But  Brereton’s  files  kept  wheeling  at  a diftance,  and  moving  at  the 
quickeft  pace,  fuffered  little  from  their  fire,  and  coming  upon  the 

left 
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1 760.  left  of  the  retrenchment,  aiTaulted  it  impetuoufly,  and  carried  it  after 
receiving  one  fire  of  much  execution  from  the  troops  within,  under 
which  Major  Brereton  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  when  fallen  re- 
fufed  the  affiflance  of  the  men  next  him,  but  bid  them  follow  their 
viftory.  The  firfl:  of  Draper’s  who  got  into  the  retrenchment  fired 
down  from  the  parapet  upon  the  guns  on  the  left  of  Tally’s,  and 
'drove  the  gunners  from  them ; whilft  the  reft,  being  many  more 
than  required  to  maintain  the  poft,  formed,  and  fhouldered  under  it, 
extending  on  the  plain  to  the  left  to  prevent  the  regiment  of  Tally, 
if  attempting  to  recover  the  poft,  from  embracing  it  on  this  fide. 
Mr.  BufiTy  wheeled  the  regiment  of  Tally,  and  fent  off  platoons  from 
its  left,  to  regain  the  retrenchment,  whilft  the  reft  were  oppofed  to 
the  divifion  of  Draper’s  on  the  plain.  But  the  platoons  a6led  faint- 
ly, only  (kirmifhing  with  their  fire  inftead  of  coming  to  the  dole 
affault.  The  aftion  likewife  continued  onlv  with  mulketrv,  but 
warmly,  between  the  two  divifions  on  the  plain,  until  the  two  field- 
pieces,  attached  to  the  right  of  Draper’s,  which  they  had  left  be- 
hind when  marching  to  attack  the  retrenchment,  were  brought  to 
bear  on  the  flank  of  Tally’s,  who  had  none  to  oppofe  them ; on 
which  their  line  began  to  waver,  and  many  were  going  off.  Mr. 
Buffy,  as  the  only  chance  of  reftoring  this  part  of  the  battle,  put 
himfelf  at  their  head,  intending  to  lead  them  to  the  pufh  of  bayo- 
net, but  had  only  advanced  a little  way  when  his  horfe  was  ftruck 
with  a ball  in  the  head,  and  floundering  at  every  ftep  afterwards, 
he  difmounted  ; during  which  the  fire  from  Draper’s  had  continued, 
of  which  two  or  three  balls  paffed  through  his  cloaths,  and  when 
he  alighted  only  20  of  Tally’s  had  kept  near  him,  the  reft  had 
fhrunk.  Two  platoons  fet  off  on  the  full  run  from  Draper’s  to 
furround  them:  the  officer  demanded  and  received  Mr.  Bufty^’s 
fword,  and  fent  him  with  a guard  into  the  rear;  he  was  con- 
dudled  to  Major  Monfon,  who  had  wheeled  three  companies  of 
the  grenadiers  of  the  fecond  line,  and  was  halting  with  them 
and  their  field-pieces  at  fome  diftance,  ready  if  neceffary  to  fup- 
port  the  event  of  Draper’s.  Mr.  Buffy  afked  who  the  troops  he 
faw  were ; and  was  anfwered  200  grenadiers,  the  beft  men  in 
- ■ ; - the 
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the  army,  who  had  not  fired  a £hot;  he  clafped  his  hands  in  fiir- 
prize  and  admiration,  and  faid  not  a word. 

During  the  confli^I  on  this  fide,  the  two  centers,  which  were 
comjjoled  of  the  troops  of  the  two  Eafi:  India  Company’s,  had  kept 
up  a hot,  but  diftant  firej  neither  chufing  to  rifque  clofer  decifion 
until  they  faw  the  event  between  Draper’s  and  Daily’s ; but  as  foon 
as  Daily’s  broke,  the  enemy’s  center  went  ofFlikewife,  but  in  better 
order,  although  in  hafte,  to  regain  their  camp.  Many  of  Coote’s, 
in  the  firfl:  fury  of  viflory,  had  purfued  their  antagonitfs  of  Dorrain 
up  to  the  retrenchment,  by  which  the  fugitives  entered  the  campi 
they  might  have  fuffered  by  this  rafhnefs,  if  the  guard  there,  as 
well  as  the  neareft  Sepoys  along  the  ridge,  had  not  taken  fright, 
and  abandoned  their  ports  on  feeing  the  rout  of  Dorrain.  It  took 
fome  time  to  bring  the  purfuers  Ixick  to  their  colours,  when  the 
officers,  fending  off  the  wounded,  formed  the  rert  into  their  ranks, 
and  afterwards  only  made  the  appearance  of  advancing,  whilrt 
the  rert  of  the  battle  remained  in  doubt,  lert  Dorrain  with  the  Se- 
poys (hould  rally,  to  prevent  which  the  four  field-pieces  on  the  left 
kept  up  an  inceffant  fire  plunging  into  the  camp. 

As  foon  as  the  other  wing  and  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  army  gave 
way,  their  opponents,  the  Company’s  battalion  and  Draper’s  regiment 
got  into  order,  and  with  Coote’s,  who  were  ready,  advanced  to  the 
purfuit,  leaving  their  artillery  behind.  They  entered  the  enemy’s 
camp  without  meeting  the  leart  oppofition.  India  and  Daily’s  had 
paffed  through  it  hartily  to  the  other  fide,  although  not  in  rout  as 
Dorrain’s  before.  Mr.  Dally,  after  the  rout  of  Dorrain,  rode  away 
to  join  his  own  regiment  on  the  left,  but  on  the  way  faw  the  ex- 
plofion  of  the  tumbril  at  the  retrenched  tank,  the  dilperfion  of  the 
marines  in  this  port,  and  the  flight  of  the  Sepoys  out  of  the  tank 
behind.  He  was  in  this  inrtant  near,  and  intended  to  fpeak  to  Mr. 
Burty,  but  turned  fuddenly,  and  ordered  the  Sepoys  rtationed  along 
the  ridge  in  front  of  the  camp  to  advance.  None  obeyed;  and  moft 
of  them  being  thofe  of  Zulphacarjung  who  had  ferved  with  Mr. 
Bully  in  the  Decan,  he  ralhly  fufpefled  treachery,  and,  unable  to 
controul  the  impulfe  of  dirtradion,  rode  into  the  cainp  to  rtop  the 
fugitives  of  Dorrain. 
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1760.  The  whole  body  of  the  French  cavalry,  near  300,  who  were  all 
Europeans,  appeared  on  the  plain  in  the  rear  of  the  camp  to  which 
they  had  retreated,  followed  by  the  cavalry  of  the  Englifh  army, 
whofe  encounter  they  had  hitherto  avoided  by  abler  evolutions;  fo 
that  neither  of  thefe  two  bodies  had  been  within  light  of  the  brunt 
between  the  two  infantries.  The  French  cavalry  chanced  to  be  near 
enough  to  fee  the  flight  of  Lorrain  through  the  camp,  and,  animated 
by  a lenfe  of  national  honour,  relolved  to  prote6l  them,  if,  as  might  be 
expedled,  they  fliould  endeavour  to  efcape  fliill  farther  by  gaining  the 
plain.  In  this  purpofe  they  united  their  fquadrons,  and  drew  up 
in  the  rear  of  the  camp,  and  in  face  of  the  Englifh  cavalry,  of  whom 
the  black  horfe,  awed  by  their  refolution,  dared  not,  and  the  European 
were  too  few,  to  charge  them.  This  unexpedled  fuccour  probably  pre- 
vented the  utter  difperfion  of  the  French  army.  There  were  in  the 
rear  of  the  camp  three  field -pieces  with  their  tumbrils  of  ammuni- 
tion; at  which  the  fugitives  of  Lorrain,  encouraged  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  cavalry,  flopped,  and  yoked  them.  Thefe  protedions 
reflored  confidence  to  Tally’s  and  the  India  battalion  as  they  arrived, 
likewife  beaten  from  the  field.  They  fet  fire  to  the  tents  and  un- 
dangerous  flores  near  them,  and  the  whole  filed  off  into  the  plain 
ill  much  better  order  than  their  officers  expefled.  The  three  field- 
pieces  kept  in  the  rear  of  the  line  of  infantry,  and  behind  them 
moved  the  cavalry.  They  paffed  to  the  weflward,  and  when  oppo- 
flte  to  the  pettahs  of  Vandivafh  were  joined  by  the  troops,  who 
had  continued  at  the  batteries  there,  which  they  abandoned,  leaving 
all  the  flores  and  baggage,  and  received  no  interruption  from  the 
garrifon  as  they  were  going  off.  The  Morattoes,  who  were  under 
the  mountain  when  the  cannonade  began,  intended  not  only  to 
proteft  their  own  camp,  but  to  fall  upon  the  baggage  of  the 
Englifh  army;  but  when  they  faw  the  whole  body  of  Sepoys 
remaining  in  the  rear  of  the  adion,  were  deterred  from  advancing 
to  the  village,  to  which  the  baggage  was  fent ; and  having  their  own 
all  ready  loaded  on  their  bullocks,  fent  off  the  whole  train  to  the 
weflward  foon  after  the  cannonade  commenced;  and  with  the  firfl 
notice  from  theiy  fcouts  of  the  rout  of  Lorrain,  began  to  go  off 
z ■ themfelves. 
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themfelves.  Their  rout  led  them  acrofs  the  way,  along  which  the  1 760. 
French  were  retreating;  whom  yooof  them  joined  and  accompanied, 

Colonel  Coote  lent  repeated  orders  to  his  cavalry  to  harafs  and  im- 
pede the  retreat  of  the  French  line.  They  followed  them  five  miles 
until  five  in  the  afternoon,  but  the  black  horfe  could  not  be  brought 
up  within  reach  of  the  carbines  of  the  French  cavalry,  and  much 
lefs  of  their  field-pieces.  The  brunt  of  the  day  pafTed  intirely  between 
the  Europeans  of  both  armies,  the  black  troops  of  neither  had  any 
part  in  it,  after  the  cannonade  commenced.  The  commandants  of 
the  Englifh  Sepoys  complimenting  Colonel  Coote  on  the  viflory, 
thanked  him  for  the  fight  of  fuch  a battle  as  they  had  never  feen. 

Twenty-four  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken,  19  in  the  field  and 
camp,  and  five  in  the  battery  againft  Vandivafli,  1 1 tumbrils  of 
ammunition,  all  the  tents,  ftores,  and  baggage,  that  were  not 
burnt.  Two  hundred  of  the  Europeans  were  counted  dead  in  the 
field,  and  160  were  taken,  of  whom  30  died  of  their  wounds  be- 
fore the  next  morning;  fix  of  the  killed,  and  20  of  the  prifoners, 
were  officers:  wounded  continually  dropt  on  the  road;  fo  that 
the  immediate  diminution  of  the  enemy’s  force  was  computed 
600  men.  Of  the  Englifh  army,  63  Eurojieans  were  killed, 
and  124  wounded,  in  all  190;  of  this  number,  36  of  the  killed, 
and  1 6 of  the  wounded,  belonged  to  the  Company’s  battalions,  1 7 
and  66  to  Draper’s,  13  and  36  to  Coote’s  regiment;  four  of  the  Eu- 
ropean horfe,  and  two  of  the  artillery,  were  wounded,  I)ut  none 
of  either  killed.  Of  the  black  troops,  i 7 of  the  horfe  were  killed, 
and  32  wounded:  in  all,  22  and  47:  of  the  Sepoys  only  6 and  15, 

The  killed,  as  well  in  the  European  as  the  black  troops,  was,  although 
not  in  the  different  bodies,  one  half  of  the  number  wounded,  a propor- 
tion on  the  whole  which  rarely  happens,  excepting  as  in  this  adion, 
by  cannonade. 

The  firft  news  of  the  vidlory  was  brought  to  Madrafs  at  fun-rife 
the  next  morning  by  one  of  the  black  fpies  of  the  Englifh  camp. 

At  noon  came  in  another,  with  a note  of  two  lines,  written  with 
a pencil,  by  Colonel  Coote  on  the  field  of  battle;  other  accounts 
followed,  and  foon  after  eye-witneffes.  The  joy  which  this  fuc- 
cefs  diffufed  throughout  the  fettlement,  was  almoff  equal  to  that  of 
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I 760.  Calcutta  oil  the  vidory  at  PlaflTey.  Their  congratulations  to  Colonel 
JanuaiV  Coote  and  the  army  were  abundant  as  their  joy. 

The  day  after  the  battle  I'carcely  llifficed  for  the  variety  of  orders 
neceffary  to  reffore  the  ami\  to  its  flrength,  and  to  make  the  dij[])o- 
fitions,  by  which  Colonel  Coote,  with  his  ufual  adlivity,  rel'olved 
to  jirofecute  his  luccefs.  Captain  Wood  was  ordered  to  advance 
with  his  garrilon  from  Covi  epauk,  and  invefl;  the  fort  of  Arcot ; 
Ineutenant  Chilliolm  to  lend  to  Covrepauk  the  fick  and  invalids 
left  by  tlie  army  at  Conjevcram : IMadrafs  was  requeued  to  fend 
to  Conjeveram  the  reco^'ered  men  of  the  King’s  regiments  left 
in  their  hofpital,  together  with  flores,  battering  cannon,  and 
ammunition  : this  line  was  meant  to  fuflain  the  liege  of  Arcot. 
Whatfoever  other  troops  could  be  fpared  from  INIadrals  were 
to  be  fent  to  Vandivafh,  with  medicines  and  conveniences  for 
the  wounded  there.  The  bag2:a2;e  at  Outramalore  was  ordered  to 
rejoin  the  army;  a letter  was  written  to  Innis  Khan,  advifing  him 
to  quit  the  province,  with  all  his  Morattoes,  without  delay,  or  that 
no  quarter  would  be  given  to  any  of  them  wherefoever  met.  Or- 
ders were  ilTued  for  1000  of  the  black  horfe  to  march  to  the  fouth  ; 
200  fet  off  immediately  to  plunder  and  lay  wafte  the  country  be- 
tween Allamparvah  and  Pondicherry  1 the  next  day,  which  was 
the  25th,  800  with  20  of  the  hulPars,  under  the  command  of  Vaf- 
ferot,  marched  with  the  fame  intent  againft  the  diftridls  between 
Pondicherry  and  Gingee,  and  were  to  a6l  in  correlpondence  with 
the  other  detachment. 

The  French  army  reached  Chlttapett  the  next  day,  u here  they 
only  rem.ained  the  day  after;  and  then  Mr.  Lally,  without  rein- 
forcing the  garrifon,  fell  back  with  all  the  European  force,  to 
Gingee,  fending  the  Sepoys  of  Zulphacarjung,  of  ^^Kom  he  had 
flill  fnfplcious,  although  Mr.  BulTv  was  taken,  to  a6f:  under  the 
commandant  at  Arcot,  and  advifed  the  Morattoes  to  renew  their  in- 
curfioiis  to  the  north  of  the  Paliar.  Colonel  Coote,  on  intelligence 
of  Mr.  Tally’s  retreat,  and  the  little  care  he  had  taken  of  Chitta- 
pett,  refoly  ed  to  attack  this  place  before  he  marched  againfl;  Arcot. 
The  baggage  from  Outramalore,  waiting  for  fome  flores  from 
Chingbpett,  did  not  arrive  until  the  2.6tb.  In  the  fame  evening,  a - 
6 detachment 
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detachment  marched  from  Vandivalh,  and  the  next  morning  in-  1760. 
vefted  Chittapett,  when  the  commandant,  De  Tilly,  refufed  to  fur- 
render.  On  the  28th,  the  whole  army  encamped  within  cannon- 
Ihot,  and  the  commandant  ftill  perlifling  in  his  reful'al,  a battery  of 
two  eighteen-pounders  was  ere6led  in  the  night,  againfl:  the  N.  e. 
angle,  and  a howitz  was  planted  in  the  pettah,  to  enfilade  the  north 
line  of  the  rampart.  "X'he  fire  opened  at  five  the  next  morning, 
and  the  breach  was  nearly  practicable  by  eleven,  when  a flag  of 
truce  appeared,  and  De  Tilly  furrendered  without  terms.  The 
garrifon  confifled  of  four  commifiioned  officers,  and  52  private  Eu- 
ropeans, with  300  Sepoys.  In  the  hofpitals  were  73  Europeans, 
wounded  in  the  late  battle.  The  artillery  were  nine  pieces  of  can- 
non; the  flore  of  ammunition  was  confiderable,  and  amongfi;  the 
arms  were  300  excellent  mufkets,  which  w'ere  diflributed  amongll; 
the  Engliffi  Sepoys.  The  garrifon  reported,  that  a party,  w ith  tw'o 
field-pieces,  w^ere  marching  from  Arcot  and  Gingee,  having  taken 
the  round-about  road  by  Arni  and  Trinomalee;  on  which  Captain 
Stephen  Smith  was  detached,  wfith  200  black  horfe,  and  tw^o  com- 
panies of  Sepoys,  to  intercept  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  horfe  fent  to  the  fouthw  aid  had  performed 
their  miffion  with  great  alacrity,  having  burnt  84  villages,  and  fwept 
away  8000  head  of  cattle,  many  of  wffiich  w'ere  of  thofe  the  Mo- 
ra ttoes  had  taken  on  the  north  of  the  Paliar,  and  fold  to  wffiomfo- 
ever  would  buy  them,  at  four-pence  a head.  The  w'hole  collection 
was  driven  under  diiferent  convoys  to  Vandivalh,  Carangoly,  and 
Outramalore,  and  more  than  reltored  the  number  which  thele 
diftriCts  had  loft.  Befides  what  they  had  fold,  thev  had  driven 
aw^ay  a great  multitude  of  the  belt  cattle  into  the  vallics  leading 
from  Tall i put  to  Damalcheri  i,  w hich  they  intended  to  fend,  w’ith 
the  relf  of  their  booty,  to  their  owm  country  on  the  other  fide  the 
hills ; but  the  menaces  and  fuccels  of  Colonel  Coote  raifed  appre- 
henfions  in  Innis  Khan,  that  he  might  rifque  the  lofs  of  this 
plunder,  if  he  continued  any  longer  in  the  province.  He  therefore 
ejuitted  Arcot,  with  ail  his  Morattoes,  on  the  fame  day  that  Chit- 
tapett furrendered;  and  continued  his  march  through  the  pafs,  from 
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whence'  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Pigot,  that  he  (hould  at  any  time  here- 
after be  ready  to  wait  on  him  with  his  troops,  if  they  could  agree 
upon  the  terms. 

On  the  30th,  intelligence  was  received  from  Captain  Wood,  that 
he  had  marched  with  his  garrifon  of  Covrepauk  to  Arcot,  and  found 
the  Sepoys  of  Zulphacarjung  ftrongly  pofted  in  the  ftreets  of  the 
town;  he  neverthelefs  attacked  them,  and  after  much  firing  drove 
them  from  their  ftands,  with  confiderable  lofs  on  their  fide,  and 
little  on  his  own.  They  retreated  out  of  the  town,  as  the  garrifon  in 
the  fort  did  not  want  their  fervice.  On  the  3 iff,  the  army,  which  had 
moved  by  two  fucceffive  divifions,  encamped  near  Arni,  where  they 
were  rejoined  by  the  detachment  fent  with  Captain  Stephen  Smith, 
who  had  taken  the  party  they  had  been  fent  after,  which  was  much 
lels  than  had  been  reprefented,  confifting  only  of  20  Europeans 
and  50  Sepoys,  efcorting  tw'o  brafs  field-pieces,  which  Mr.  Lally 
had  ordered  from  Arcot.  Captain  Smith  had  likewife  picked  up 
three  commiffaries,  w'ho  w^ere  travelling  to  Pondicherry  in  their 
pallankeeris. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  firff  of  February,  Colonel  Coote, 
with  the  firfl  divifion  of  the  army,  joined  Captain  Wood  in  the 
town  of  Arcot,  having  left  the  fecond  with  Major  Monfon,  to  attack 
Timery,  which  lies  in  the  road.  This  fort  being  very  fmall,  al- 
though well  built,  only  fhells  were  fired,  which  before  the  evening 
reduced  the  garrifon  to  furrender:  they  were  one  ferjeant  com- 
manding 20  foldiers,  and  60  Sepoys,  with  five  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  next  day  Major  Monfon  arrived  at  Arcot,  and  all  immediately 
fet  to  work  in  erefting  batteries,  for  which  Captain  Wood  had  pre- 
pared the  materials,  and  had  neai  ly  finifhed  one  on  the  north  face  of 
the  fort. 

The  defences  of  the  fort  had  been  greatly  improved  fince  it  w'as 
defended  by  Captain  Clive,  againfl:  Rajahfahib,  in  1752.  TheEnglifh 
had  contributed  moft;  but  the  French  finifhed  what  was  intended, 
but  left  undone  by  them,  when  they  abandoned  the  fort  on  Mr. 
Tally’s  approach  to  Madrafs.  The  ditch  was  moffly  in  the  Iblid 
rock,  and  had  every  where  been  dug  to  man  height:  the  fauffebray 
2 was 
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was  clear,  but  opea;  being  neither  (kirted  with  a parapet- wall,  nor  1760. 
exen  with  a palifade:  a glacis,  and  a covered- way,  had  been  carried 
round  the  fort ; and  from  the  center  of  the  north-fide  of  the  covered- 
way proje6ted  a ftrong  rayelin,  mounting  fix  guns,  round  which 
the  glacis  was  continued ; a gate  with  a draw-bridge  communicated 
with  this  ravelin : the  narrow  rampart  of  the  old  wall  had  in  many 
places  been  widened,  and  ramps  raifed  to  it,  for  the  ready  running 
up  of  cannon ; each  of  the  towers,  of  which  there  were  twenty- 
two,  was  rendered  capable  of  a gun  of  any  fize,  thofe  at  the  four 
angles  would  admit  three,  and  the  platforms  of  the  two  gateways 
more.  The  extent  of  the  fort  from  the  weflern  to  the  eaflern  fide  is 
nearly  800  yards;  the  eaifern  face  350;  but  the  fouthern  wall,  re- 
ceding as  it  ftretches  to  the  eallward,  reduces  the  eaftern  face  to 
260  yards,  of  which  50  are  occupied  in  the  middle  by  a gate-way, 
and  the  main  rampart  on  this  face  had  only  the  two  towers  in  the 
angles. 

Two  batteries  were  raifed  to  the  Eafi:;  one,  of  three  embrafijres 
in  the  front  of  fome  houfes,  handing  at  the  diftance  of  360  yards, 
nearly  oppofite  to  the  rampart  between  the  gateway  and  the  tower 
in  the  angle  on  its  right;  and  was  intended  to  breach  in  the  interval: 
the  other  battery  was  on  the  left  of  this,  but  100  yards  nearer;  it  mount- 
ed only  two  guns,  of  which,  one  was  to  difmantle  the  tower  in  the 
angle  to  the  right  of  the  gateway,  and  the  other  the  angle  on  the  right 
of  the  gateway  itfelf.  A battery  of  three  guns  was  raifed  to  the 
Ibuth,  nearly  oppofite  the  s.  w.  angle  of  the  fort,  and  bore  upon  the 
lower  in  this  angle,  and  the  two  next  to  the  eaflward.  This  battery 
was  at  the  diftance  of  200  yards,  where  a few  houfes  gave  fhelter 
to  the  guards,  and  covered  the  workmen  in  the  outfet  of  the  ap- 
proaches. The  fourth  battery  was  that  raifed  by  Captain  Wood  on 
the  north;  it  was  to  the  left  of  the  ravelin,  at  the  difiance  of  200 
yards,  and  mounted  two  guns,  which  were  to  plunge  over  the  ravelin, 
in  order  to  break  the  drawbridge  behind,  by  which  the  ravelin  com- 
municated acrcfs  the  ditch  with  the  body  of  the  fort : but  this  bat- 
tery was  of  little  ufe  becaufe  it  enfiladed  no  part  of  the  rampart, 
and  the  ravelin  it  fired  upon  bore  only  one  gun  againft  the  two 
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batteries  to  the  eaftward,  and,  in  cafe  the  bridge  fhould  be  broke, 
tlie  guard  would  be  withdrawn  into  the  fort,  where  their  fervice, 
if  the  breach  ihould  be  affaulted,  would  be  of  more  detriment  than 
their  continuance  in  the  ravelin ; and  the  battery  was  employed  only 
becaufe  it  was  ready. 

On  the  3d  and  4th,  whilfc  the  batteries  were  con  ft  ruling,  the 
garrifon  threw  many^  Ihells  to  interrupt  the  work,  but  no  men  were 
hurt  by  them.  On  the  5th,  all  the  three  batteries  opened;  and  the 
garrifon  ftill  continuing  their  fhells,  returned  likewife  on  all  fides 
with  more  cannon  than  bred  upon  them;  and  a foldier  was  killed 
on  the  N.  E.  attack,  and  four  artillery-men  to  the  fouth.  On  the 
6th,  the  enemy  difmounted  two  guns  in  the  battery  of  three  to  the 
eaft,  in  which  two  Europeans  were  killed  and  two  wounded,  and 
i^vo  were  likewife  wounded  at  the  fouth  battery.  This  day,  200 
eohorn-lhells  arrived  from  Madrals,  inftead  of  eight-inch  Ihells  for 
the  howitz,  which  \^'as  the  only  piece  of  bombarding  artillery  with 
the  army;  no  powder  came  with  the  fhells;  and  from  the  defence, 
the  ftock  in  camp  feemed  likew-i4€  to  be  exhaufted  before  the  place 
could  be  opened  to  aftault;  and  fhot  grew  equally  fcarce.  Four 
hundred  bullocks  were  therefore  fent  off  to  bring  a llipply  of  both 
from  Madrafs,  with  two  eighteen-pounders  to  replace  the  two  which 
had  been  difmounted.  In  the  night  between  the  6th  and  the  7th, 
the  army  began  their  approaches  from  both  attacks.  On  the  7th, 
two  eighteen-pounders  arrived  from  Chinglapett;  but  from  the  want 
of  ferviceable  bullocks  they  were  accompanied  by  only  50  ftiot,  and 
50  barrels  of  powder  expe6led  with  them  were  ftill  lagging  on  the 
road.  From  the  preceding  to  the  prefent  evening,  only  one  man 
was  killed,  and  two  wounded.  The  approaches  were  pufhed  on  all 
night;  and  the  next  day,  which  was  the  eighth  of  the  month,  ar- 
rived the  powder  from  Chinglapett,  and  a quantity  was  difeovered 
buried  in  one  of  the  houfes  of  the  town;  but  ail  the  fhot  were 
fo  nearly  expended,  that,  at  four  in  the  afternoon.  Colonel  Coote 
beat  a parley,  in  order  to  get  time  to  pick  up  what  the  enemy  had 
bred.  The  French  officer,  Captain  Huffy,  accepted  the  meffage, 
which  was  a liimmons  to  furrender,  as  he  could  expedf  no  flic- 
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coiirs  : he  anfwerecl,  that  not  a man  had  been  killed  in  the  fort;  1760. 

but  that  he  was  willing  to  furrender  it,  if  not  relieved  before, 
at  the  end  of  fix  days,  on  condition  the  garrifon  fhould  be  free, 
have  the  honours  of  war,  and  retire  to  Pondicherry.  This  to  and 
fro  lafted  two  hours,  when  the  firing  was  renewed  until  dark.  The 
lofs  this  day  was  only  one  man  killed,  and  two  wounded.  In  the 
night,  the  trenches  to  the  s.  were  puflied  on  with  much  diligence, 
and  the  garrilbn  employed  every  means  to  interrupt  their  progrefs, 
cannon  and  fhells  from  the  body  of  the  place,  mulketry,  grenadesj 
and  fire-balls,  which  fet  on  fire  the  blinds,  gabions,  and  fafeines  of 
the  advancing  fap,  dangeroully  wounded  Enfign  Macmahon,  who 
condudled  it,  killed  one,  and  wounded  ten  more  of  the  men  em- 
ployed. Neverthelefs,  the  fap  before  the  morning  was  very  near 
the  foot  of  the  glacis.  With  the  day,  which  was  the  9th,  the' bat- 
teries, ha\  ing  received  fome  more  fhot  from  Chinglapett,  continued, 
and  by  noon  their  fire  had  opened  both  breaches  to  fix  feet  of  the 
bottom  of  the  rampart;  and  had  difmantled  the  towers  that  flanked 
them  : but  ftlll  the  ditch  remained  to  be  filled,  and  no  lodgement 
was  yet  made  in  tlie  covered-way.  Great  therefore  was  the  furprize, 
to  fee  a flag,  followed  by  a voluntary  offer  of  furrendering  the  next 
day,  if  allowed  the  honours  of  war ; which,  as  before,  implied 
that  the  garrifon  were  not  to  be  made  prifoners.  Colonel  Coote  re- 
fufed  ; and  foon  after  came  another  letter,  offering  as  the  condition, 
that  they  might  all  retire  to  Pondichery  on  their  paroles  not  to 
ferve  again.  Colonel  Coote  replied,  that  he  Ihould  allow  the  officers 
and  men  whatfoever  belonged  to  them,  and  good  treatment ; but  re- 
ferved  the  right  of  difpofing  of  their  perfons;  at  the  fame  time,  he 
invited  the  commandant  to  fupper,  who  came.  The  fort  was  clofely  " 
furrounded  during  the  night,  to  prevent  any  of  the  garrifon  from; 
efcaping ; and  early  the  next  morning,  the  grenadiers  of  the  army 
took  poffeffion  of  the  gates.  The  garrifon  confifled  of  1 1 officers, 
three  of  whom  were  captains,  and  236  foldiers  and  artillerv-men,. 
in  all  247  Europeans,  and  nearly  the  fame  number  of  Sepoys.  The  ar- 
tillery were  4 mortars,  and  22  pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  fome 
were  eighteen -pounders  : there  was  likewife  a plentiful  flock  of 
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ammunition,  and  military  {lores  of  all  kinds.  The  batteries  mufl 
have  ceafed  firing  the  next  day,  until  convoys  arrived;  the  garrifon 
had  not  loft  three  men,  and  the  fort  might  have  held  out  ten  days 
longer  before  the  aftault  by  ftorm  could  lie  rifqued.  They  exte- 
nuated the  early  furrender  by  the  certainty  of  not  being  relieved. 
It  required  the  refpite  of  fome  days  to  refit  the  wear  and  tear  which 
the  army  had  endured  during  the  activity  of  the  late  operations;  for 
all  the  carriages  were  {battered,  all  the  men  wanted  clothing,  and 
all  the  bullocks  were  fore. 

Colonel  Coote,  in  conlideration  of  Mr.  Biiflv’s  generofity  to  the 
Englifh  fadlory  when  he  took  Vizagapatam,  had  permitted  him  to 
repair  to  Pondicherry  from  the  field  of  battle,  immediately  after  he 
was  taken.  He  arrived  there  the  next  day,  and  reprefented  the  defeat  as 
far  from  irretrievable.  On  the  25th  in  the  e\^ening,  came  in  Mr. 
Lally,  and  the  troops  were  following  from  Gingee  to  Valdore.  His 
ill  fuccefs,  and  the  abandoning  the  field,  rendered  him  ftill  more 
odious  than  ever.  No  inve£l:i\'e,  howfoever  unjuft,  was  fpared. 
Cowardice  borrowing  courage  from  drunkennefs  was  imputed  as  the 
caufe  of  wrong  difpofitions,  redrefted  by  worfe,  until  the  battle  was 
loft,  and  the  retreat  to  Pondicherry  as  a defign  to  lofe  the  citv,  in 
revenge  for  the  univerfal  deteftation  in  which  he  was  held. 

Never thelefs,  the  beft  ability  and  will  would  have  been  perplexed 
what  meafure  to  purfue  after  the  defeat.  The  neceflity  of  refurnifti- 
ing  the  army  with  the  ftores  and  artillery  they  had  loft,  would  alone 
have  required  them  to  fall  back  near  to  Pondicherry ; and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  diftriCts  in  the  rear  of  Alamparwah  and  Gingee  now 
became  of  great  concernment;  for  fince  the  lofs  of  Mafulipatam  of 
the  northern  provinces,  and  of  their  fettlements  in  Bengal,  very  little 
grain  in  proportion  to  the  former  importations  had  been  brought 
to  Pondicherry  by  fea;  and  the  diftrefles  for  money  to  anfwer  more 
immediate  calls  had  hitherto  prevented  the  government  from  laying 
in  a ftore  of  provifions ; fo  that  their  greateft  refource  at  this  time 
was  from  the  harvefts  in  thefe  deftriCls,  which  was  ripe  and  gather- 
ing in. 

The  interruptions  continually  oppofed  by  the  garrifon  of  Tritchi- 
nopoly  to  the  French  troops  remaining  in  the  ifland  Seringham,  had 
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pie\"ented  the  controllers,  appointed  to  manage  thefe  diftri^ls,  from 
colledling  enough  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  late  expedition, 
although  the  revenues,  if  unmolefted,  would  have  furnifhed 
more : Mr.  Lally  had  ordered  the  whole  to  return,  and  ex- 
pected they  would  join  him  before  Vandivafh.  They  were,  behdes 
the  300  Europeans  in  Seringham,  two  detachments  lately  fent  from 
Pondicherry,  with  ftores  and  ammunition,  who  were  arrived,  and 
halting  at  Utatore.  The  manager  appointed  to  colledt  the  revenues, 
who  was  a counfellor  of  Pondicherry,  thought  that  matters  would 
mend,  when  he  fhould  be  reinforced  by  the  detachments  at  Utatore, 
and  ventured  to  difobey  the  orders.  The  Nabob  and  Captain  Jofeph 
Smith  at  Tritchinopoly  refolved,  as  the  belt  means  of  preventing 
the  arrival  of  the  detachments,  to  get  pofTeflion  of  the  fortified  pagoda 
of  Pitchandah,  on  the  farther  bank  of  the  Coleroon,  which  terminates 
the  only  high  road  leading  from  Samiaveram  and  Utatore  into  the 
Ifland  of  Seringham.  The  pagoda  was  reported  to  be  garrifbned  only 
by  a company  of  Sepoys,  with  a few  Europeans.  Accordingly  Cap- 
tain Richard  Smith,  who  was  recovered  of  his  wound,  crofTed  the 
river  on  the  28th  of  December,  and  took  the  command  of  the  coun- 
try troops,  and  thofe  from  the  garrifon,  which  had  continued  at 
Samiaveram  fince  the  defeat  of  the  French  party,  which  had  ad- 
vanced a few  days  before.  Early  the  next  morning.  Captain  Jofeph 
Smith  moved  with  a party  from  the  city,  and  began  to*  cannonade 
the  pagoda  of  Seringham  from  acrofs  the  Caveri,  in  order  to  divert 
the  French  troops  from  fending  a reinforcement  to  Pitchandah;  for 
the  attack  of  which,  his  fire  upon  Seringham  was  to  be  the  fignal. 
'Fhe  troops  from  Samiaveram  were  in  time  on  their  ground  near 
Pritchandah.  The  two  field-pieces  which  were  to  beat  down  the 
gate  were  in  the  road;  the  oxen  were  caft  off  from  them,  and  they 
were  to  be  dragged  the  reft  of  the  way,  which  was  50  yards,  to  a 
choultry  within  fix  yards  of  the  gate.  The  troops  were  not  difeo- 
vered  until  they  had  got  under  the  wall,  and  were  fixing  the  fcallng- 
ladders;  the  garrifon,  more  numerous  than  fuppofed,  fired  hotly 
from  the  walls,  and  efpecially  on  the  field-pieces.  Moft  of  the  Eu-‘ 
ropeansinthe  detachment  were  foreigners,  and  none  of  thofe  employed 
in  bringing  on  the  field-pieces  liked  the  fervice ; and  to  encourage  them, 
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Captain  Smith  and  Lieutenant  Horne  pulled  themfelves  at  the  guns; 
their  example  Ijrought  more  afhftance  : but  of  ten,  who  were  at  the 
gun  with  Smith,  two  were  fhot  dead,  and  three  wounded,  before  they 
got  them  into  the  choultry,  when  a few  rounds  brought  down  the 
gate\\'ay  ; in  this  inftant  Captain  Smith  received  a bail  under  his 
Ihoulder,  which  totally  difabled  him.  Lieutenant  Horne  then  took  his 
place  and  endeavoured  to  lead  the  men  to  thealTault,  but  the  detach- 
ment had  fuffered  fo  leverely  that  none  would  follow  him;  he,  how- 
ever, prevailed  on  them  to  abide,  and  bring  off  the  wounded,  and  the 
two  mins.  Soon  after,  a certain  account  was  received  of  the  flreno-th  of 
the  French  parties  atUtatore,  whichappeared  an  overmatch  for  the  dif- 
pirited  troops  at  Samiav^eram;  nor  could  Tritchinoj^oly  I'pare  a rein- 
forcement equal  to  what  the  French  troops  in  the  ifland  might  then 
fafely  fend  to  a£l  in  conjundlion  with  thole  coming  from  Lhatore;  the 
whole  detachment  at  Samiaveram  were  therefore  recalled,  and  ar- 
rived the  fecond  of  February  at  Tritchinopoly.  7'heir  retreat  re- 
lieved the  French  troops  in  the  pagoda  of  Seringham  from 
great  diflrefs;  for  they  had  little  ammunition  left,  and  flraight- 
ened  towards  the  Caveri  by  the  garrifon  of  Tiitchinopoly,  and 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Coleroon  by  parties  from  the  en- 
campment at  Samiaveram,  they  could  neither  venture  out  to  leek, 
nor  the  country  people  to  bring  them  in  provifons  ; fo  that  all  their 
Ihbfftence,  for  feveral  days,  had  been  what  they  had  plundered 
from  the  bramins  in  the  pagoda,  whofe  houfes  they  pulled  down  for 
fire-wood  to  drefs  the  vifluals  they  found  in  them. 

The  French  troops  at  Utatore  having  waited  for  fome  ftores,  whicli 
were  lasgiris  on  the  road,  did  not  arrive  at  Seringham  until  the 
8th:  they  were  140  Europeans,  five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  600  Se- 
poys; and  brought  with  them  a competent  flock  of  ammunition  and 
I'pare  arms.  A day  or  two  after  their  arrival,  200  of  their  Euro- 
peans, with  600  Se}X)ys,  commanded  by  Hufian  Ally,  marched 
againfl:  Totcum,  which  had  been  taken  for  the  Nabob  on  the  26th 

O ' 

of  December.  The  garrifon  left  in  it  were  four  companies  of 
Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  twm  European  ferjeants ; all  of 
whom,  although  there  were  guns  in  the  fort,  behaved  very  ill,  and 
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Ilirrendered  the  place  before  any  impreflion  had  been  made  on  the 
walls. 

At  the  fame  time  that  Mr.  Lally  recalled  the  troops  from  Serlng- 
ham,'he  likewife  ordered  the  fort  of  Devicotah  to  be  evacuated  ; and 
the  garrifbn,  having  made  feveral  breaches  in  the  walls  and  towers, 
marched  away  in  the  beginning  of  February,  l)ut  left  a company  of 
Sepoys  in  the  pagoda  of  Atchaveram,  which  flands  five  miles  inland 
of  Devicotah. 

Captain  Jofeph  Smith,  on  this  intelligence,  detached  two  compa- 
nies of  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  lerjeanu  Sommers,  on  whofe 
ap})roach  the  French  Sepoys  at  Atchaveram  were  reinforced  by  ano- 
ther company  from  the  pagoda  of  Chilambarum,  with  which  they 
marched  out,  and  met  Sommers’s  detachment  on  the  plain,  who 
routed  them  completely,  taking  five  (land  of  their  colours,  with  four 
of  their  officers,  and,  befide  the  Sepoys  who  were  killed,  many  were 
drowned  in  the  hurry  of  croffing  the  Coleroon.  Immediately  after 
this  encounter,  Sommers  proceeded,  took  pofTeffion  of  Devicotah, 
and  began  to  rej^air  the  breaches. 

The  news  of  the  vi6Iory  at  X'andivalh  reached  Tritchinopoly  on 
the  30th  of  January,  and  cleared  at  once  the  cloud  of  def})ondencv 
which  had  overwhelmed  the  Nabob  ever  fince  he  left  Madrafs  to 
proceed  thither.  Fie  pitched  his  tent,  dif]dayed  his  great  ftandard, 
and  declared  his  intention  of  returning  into  the  Carnatic  ; but 
waited  until  the  French  troops  fhould  be  removed  from  Sering- 
ham ; and  his  wifh  was  foon  gratified ; for  Mr.  Lally,  on  his 
arrival  at  Pondicherry,  difpatched  a fecond  order,  under  the  fe- 
vered: penalties  of  difobedience,  for  all  the  troops  between  Vol- 
condah  and  Tritchinopoly  to  join  his  army  without  delay.  They 
hoped  to  conceal  their  retreat  from  the  garrifon  of  Tritchino- 
})oly,  and  made  the  preparations  with  all  fecrecy ; but  fome  of 
the  Malabars  employed  by  them  were  natives  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  who,  felicitous  to  fecure  pardon,  if  not  favour,  with 
the  chano;e  of  government,  gave  immediate  and  conflant  intelli- 
gence  to  Captain  Jofeph  Smith,  who  made  ready  to  take  fuch  advan- 
tages as  ufually  occur,  when  troops  retreating  are  plirfued.  The 
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I 760.  whole  body  of  the  French  troops  were  4.50  Europeans  and  Coffrecs, 
1^'u^.  Sepoys;  of  which  150,  with  the  commilTary,  were  in  the 

pagoda  of  Jumbakiffna.  The  retreat  was  appointed  at  nine  at  night, 
on  the  6th  of  February;  of  which  previous  intelligence  was  brought 
to  Captain  Smith;  and  almoft  the  whole  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly 
were  on  the  bank  of  the  Caveri,  oppohte  to  the  pagoda  of  Se- 
ringham,  ready  to  move  as  foon  as  the  enemy.  The  notices  were 
punflual ; and  the  firfl  divilion  of  the  Englifli  troops  entered  tlie 
fouth  gate  of  the  pagoda  as  the  lafl;  of  the  French  were  going  out  of 
the  oppofite  : the  rell  of  the  Englifh  troops  marched  round  the  pa- 
goda to  the  weft.  When  all  were  united  on  the  north  fide,  they 
advanced  to  the  bank  of  the  Coleroon,  and,  when  nearly  oppofite  to 
Pitchandah,  heard  the  found,  and  thought  they  fau^  the  motion  of  a 
line  of  men  marching  acrofs  them  to  pafs  the  river.  Capt.  R.  Smith, 
who  led  the  troops  of  the  garrifon,  formed  in  order  to  receive  or  at- 
tack the  ftrangers  ; but  Captain  Jofeph  coming  up  bid  him  not  fre, 
becaufe  he  had  ordered  the  troops  of  the  polygar 'Fondiman,  which 
had  for  fome  time  attended  the  garrifon,  to  advance  between  the  pa- 
godas of  Seringhamand  Jumbakiffna,  and  what  troops  they  now  de- 
fcried  might  as  probably  be  them,  as  a part  of  the  enemy;  who  they 
really  were,  being  thofe  moving  from  Jumbakiffna  to  join  their  main 
body:  they  were  foon  after  afcertained  by  a black  fervant  of  R. 
Smith’s,  who  had  ftraggled  into  their  line,  and  talking,  was  an- 
fwered  in  French.  On  which  the  Englifh  troops  immediately  pro- 
ceeded, and  began  to  enter  the  bed  of  the  Coleroon,  as  the  enemy 
w^ere  leaving  the  farther  bank,  who  in  their  hurry  flung  away  fifty 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  which  were  recovered ; and  they  deflroyed 
a tumbril  of  gun-ammunition  at  Pitchandah.  But  their  line  never 
flopped  until  they  got  to  Utatore.  The  Nabob’s  horfe  followed, 
hanging  in  their  rear,  and  continually  picked  up  a deferter  or  a pri- 
foner,  in  all  30  Europeans,  or  fomething  belonging  to  their  equi- 
pages and  ftores  ; but  the  infantry,  black  and  white,  halted  at  Sami- 
averam  until  the  horfe  returned,  w'hich  w^as  the  next  day;  when  a 
detachment  of  1000  Sepoys,  and  50  Europeans,  with  two  guns  and  a 
cohorn,  and  part  of  the  Nabob’s  horfe,  marched  under  the  com- 
mand 
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mand  of  Lieu  tenant  Horne,  agalnft  Totcum  and  Cortalum:  at  the 
fame  time,  all  the  other  troops  returned  from  Samiaveram  to  Trit- 
chinopoly ; and,  beiidps  what  had  been  gathered  in  the  road,  brought 
in  two  excellent  1 8-pounders,  which  the  enemy  had  left  in  the  pa- 
goda of  Seringham.  The  Nabob,  folicitous  to  make  his  new  ap- 
pearance in  the  Carnatic  with  as  much  figure  as  poffible,  requefted 
Jofeph  Smith  to  go  and  afk  500  horfe  of  the  king  of  Tanjore.  The 
king  was  ill,  and  with  difficulty  admitted  the  vifit,  but  promifed 
every  thing,  and  referred  the  adjuftment  to  his  Dubbeer,  or  minifter, 
which,  amongfl  the  Indians,  is  equivalent  to  the  Duan  of  the  Ma- 
homedan  princes.  The  Dubbeer,  notwithftanding  the  late  fuccefTes 
of  the  Englifh  arms,  infifted,  that  the  Nabob  ffiould  furnifh  the 
pay  and  expences,  which  he  knew  would  not  be  complied  with ; and 
Captain  Smith  returned,  as  he  had  expefted,  without  obtaining  a 
fingle  horfeman.  In  the  mean  time,  Hafian  Ally  had  abandoned 
Totcum,  on  the  appearance  of  Lieutenant  Horne’s  detachment,  but- 
went  away  with  the  garrifon, which  were  400  Sepoys,  to  reinforce 
Cortalum.  Lieutenant  Horne  followed  him  ; and  here  the  enemy 
made  a ftand  for  three  days,  until  a battery  was  raifed,  when  they 
all  went  off  in  the  night,  leaving  a gun  and  fome  ammunition  in. 
the  fort.  Some  Sepoys  were  polled  in  both,  and  the  refl  of  the  de- 
tachment returned  to  the  city ; where  the  Nabob  was  making,  with 
accuflomed  tedioufnefs,  the  preparations  for  his  departure. . 

The  ravages  which  had.  been  committed  by  the  Englifh  cavalry,, 
in  the  diflri(5ls  around  Pondicherry,  brought  forth  a part  of  the 
French  troops  from  Valdoor;  but  not  before  the  ca\'alry  were  gone 
off  wdth  their  plunder.  The  French  detachment  feeing  nothing  to 
oppofe  them,  advanced- within  20  miles  of  Carangoly  ; wdiich,  on 
intelligence  of  their  approach,  the  Prefidency  reinforced  with  40.. 
Europeans.  Captain  Prefton.  had  already  been  fent  to  command 
there;  and  on  the  6th  of  February  Colonel  Coote  had  detached ' 
500  black  horfe,  and  20  huffars,  from. the  fiege  of  Arcot,  with 
orders,  if  Preflon  fhould  think  proper,  to  lead  them^  againft  the 
enemy’s  detachment,  wffio,  gaining  intelligence  of  their  march. be- 
fore they  had  reached  Carangoly,  retreated  faff  ;,andon  the  8th,  27 
huffars  with  their  horfes  deferted  and  came  to  Vandivafh,.  where- 
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they  were  eiilifted  in  the  Englilli  Tervice.  Mr.  Lally,  on  hearing 
that  his  detachment  was  retreating,  and  that  Arcot  was  preffed, 
took  a hidden  refoliition  of  marching  with  all  the  reft  of  the  ca- 
valry, in  order,  as  he  gave  out,  either  to  throw  reinforcements 
into  Arcot,  or  to  retake  Chittapett  by  fiirprize,  and  releafe  the 
wounded  prifoners  there  ; but  the  cavalry,  when  drawn  out,  mu- 
tinied, refufed  to  proceed  u ith  him,  and  all  went  out  of  the  bounds, 
as  if  they  intended  to  go  o^’er  to  the  Englifh  garrifons  ; their  officers 
hou'ever  brought  them  back  ; but  fuch  was  the  general  difcontcnt 
for  want  of  pay,  that  feveral  of  the  common  foldiers  were  over- 
heard,  in  the  night  of  the  iith,  propofing  among  themfelvcs  to 
turn  the  guns  in  the  ramparts  againft  the  government  houfc,  as  the 
only  means  of  bringing  Mr.  Lally  to  reafon.  He  immediately  re- 
prefented  the  depolitions  of  the  witneftes  to  Mr.  De  Leyrit  and  the 
Council,  who,  ha\  ing  no  money  in  the  public  treafury,  propofed  ex- 
pedients, which  Mr.  Lally  did  not  approve.  All  the  country  in  the 
rear  of  V'andivafh  and  Chittapett,  quite  up  to  Pondicherry,  had 
been  let  for  five  years  to  turn  of  the  European  inhabitants  of  the  co- 
lony, at  the  rent  of  1,450,000  rupees  a year;  they  were  applied  to 
in  this  exigency,  and  anfwered,  that  they  had  no  money,  having 
been  difappointed  of  much  they  expected  by  the  lofs  of  Vandivafh 
and  Chittapett ; on  which  the  Malabar,  to  whom  Mr.  Lally  had 
rented  the  diftricls  round  Arcot,  whilft  they  remained  under  his  au- 
tliority,  offered  to  advance  50,000  rupees  in  ten  davs,  and  80,000  in 
twenty  more,  if  what  remained  of  the  diftriifts  let  to  the  two  Eu- 
ropeans were  leafed  out  to  him,  with  the  addition  of  all  the  coun- 
try to  the  fouth  of  Pondicherry,  as  far  as  Chillambarum  and  the 
banks  of  the  Coleroon.  His  propofal  was  accepted ; but  the  pre- 
fent  affiftance  he  fupplied  could  not  ferve  long,  and  the  future  de- 
pended on  the  protedtion  of  the  countries  : they  were  farmed  to 
him  at  1,750,000  rupees  a year. 

This  arrangement  was  not  approved  by  the  council,  becaufe  they 
doubted  of  the  credit  and  integrity  of  the  Malabars ; and,  perhaps, 
becaufe  it  was  a fuperceffion  of  their  own  authority  in  the  admini- 
ffration  of  the  revenues.  Immediately  after,  arrived  intelligence  of 
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the  lols  of  Arcot,  which  with  that  of  Chittapett  gave  new  fcope  to 
the  imputations  againft  Mr.  Laily.  It  was  faid,  that  he  himfelf  had 
declared,  the  one  incapable  of  holding  out  four  days,  the  other  not 
more  than  five.  Why  then  leave  in  them  400  Europeans,  fo  much 
wanted  in  his  own  army,  to  fall  a certain  prey  to  the  Englifli  ? But 
this  condudl,  as  his  retreat  to  Pondicherry,  was  not  void  of  juflifi- 
cation ; for,  had  he  withdrawn  thefe  garrifons,  the  Englifh  armv, 
having  nothing  to  apprehend  in  their  rear,  might  have  immediately 
followed  him  to  Gingee,  and  from  thence  to  the  adjacencies  of  Pon- 
dicherry, w'hen  the  produce  of  the  country,  fo  neceffary  to  ftore  Pon- 
dicherry, would  have  fallen  under  the  power  of  the  enemy,  w hom 
the  neceflity  of  reducing  Chittapett  and  Arcot  had  turned  another 
way;  and,  befides  the  time  they  muft  employ  againft  thefe  forts,  other 
delays  might  concur  to  keep  them  ftill  longer  at  a diftance. 

The  Englilh  army,  after  the  redu6tion  of  ^krcot,  encamped  with- 
out the  town,  towards  Velore.  The  Kellidar  Mortizally  trembled 
for  his  fort  ; and  having  been  very  complacent  to  the  Englifli,  fince 
the  French  had  been  repulfedfrom  before  Madrafs,  he  now  intreat- 
ed  the  Prefidency  to  fpare  the  attack,  and  fent  a prefent  of  30,000- 
rupees  to  Colonel  Coote  ; wdio  refufed  it,  fignifying,  that  he  was; 
not  empowered,  either  by  the  Nabob  or  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs, 
to  levy  tributes.  The  Kellidar  replied,  that  it  was  intended  as  a' 
homage  to  himfelf,  a great  commander,  according  to  the  culfom  of 
the  country;  on  which  the  money  w'as  accepted,  and  ap|>i'opriated> 
to  the  general  flock  of  prize-money  for  the  army. 

The  army  had  not  reflored  its  equipments  fulflcientlv  to  move 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Arcot  until  the  20th  of  February,  and, 
even  then  left  behind  two  eighteen-pounders  and  a ten-inch  howitz,. 
W'hich  were  not  repaired.  They  halted  this  day  at  'Pimery,  and 
500  Sepoys,  wdth  100  black  horfe,  w'ere  difpatched  w'ith  Captain- 
Stephen  Smith  againfl  Trinomaly.  The  next  day  the  army  en- 
camped under  Arni.  The  Kellidar  of  this  fort,,  wdiich  is  conli- 
derable,  and  a fief  belonging  to  the  king  of  Tanjore,  had  condudled. 
himfelf  with  fo  much  holjiitality  to  both  fides,  that  neither  the. 
French  nor  the  Nabob  confidered  him  as  an  enemy.  On  the  23d, 
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1760.  they  arrived  at  Chittapett,  when  intelligence  was  received  from 
Februaiy.  Stephen  Smith,  that  he  had  got  pofleflion  of  the  pettah  of  Tri- 
nomaly ; but  that  the  troops  in  the  fort  fecmed  refolved  to  hold 
out.  The  pettah  could  not  be  maintained  without  the  fort;  and  the 
pofleffion  of  the  fort  was  at  this  juncture  of  mucih  conlequence,  as  its 
detachments  might  harafs  and  interrupt  convoys  of  provifioiis 
coming  from  the  country  in  the  rear  of  the  army,  when  advanced 
to  the  fouthward.  Colonel  Coote  therefore  reinforced  Stephen  Smith 
with  two  twelve-pounders,  and  50  Europeans,  who  were  French 
deferters  lately  incorporated  into  a company  under  the  command 
of  one  of  their  own  ferjeants;  they  were  called  the  French  Volun- 
teers, and  were  intended  to  be  employed  on  hazardous  fervices  ; but 
this  did  not  prove  one ; for,  although  the  guns  could  not  breach, 
the  garrifon  offered  on  the  29th  to  give  up  the  fort,  if  they  were 
permitted  to  march  out  free  whither  they  pleafed,  with  their  arms 
and  baggage ; their  terms  were  accepted  : they  were  250  Sepoys, 
and  left  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a confiderable  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition, in  the  fort.  Of  the  Englifh  detachment,  one  of  the  volun- 
teers and  a Lafcar  were  killed,  and  a Sepoy  wounded,  during  the 
attack. 

On  the  23d,  Rear-Admiral  Cornlfh  arrived  at  Madrafs,  with  fix 
fhips  of  the  line.  They  were  the  fquadron  which  had  failed  under 
his  command  from  England,  and  met  Mr.  Pococke,  with  his  fhips, 
off  Pondicherry  in  06lober,  whom  they  accompanied  to  Tellicherry  : 
from  whence  they  failed  again  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  on  the 
15th  of  December,  whilfl;  Mr.  Pococke,  with  his  own,  was  proceed- 
ing to  Bombay.  Contrary  winds  and  currents  had  retarded  their  paf- 
fages  from  one  coafl;  to  the  other.  The  crews  had  received  very 
little  refrefhment  from  land  ever  fince  they  left  England  about  this 
.time  in  the  preceding  year,  and  many  were  down  with  the  Icurvy. 

The  army  marched  from  Chittapett  on  the  26th,  Rriking  acrofs 
the  country  to  the  s.  e.  On  the  29th  in  the  forenoon  they  arrived 
and  halted  at  Tondivanum,  a town  of  much  refort,  at  which  meet 
the  high  roads  leading  from  Chittapett,  Vandivafh,  Outramalore, 
and  Carangoly,  towards  Pondicherry,  from  which  place  it  is  30 
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miles  diftant  to  the  e.  In  the  other  dircclioii  of  the  country, 
it  Hands  nearly  midway  between  G ingee  and  Alamparvah  on  the 
fea-fhore;  and  on  its  left,  five  miles  towards  Alamparvah,  is  a forti- 
fied rock,  called  Permacoil.  The  wars  between  the  two  nations 
havine  never  before  brought  anv  decifion  before  this  place,  it  had 
hitherto  remained  negledled  by  both:  But  as  foon  as  the  French 
army  fell  back  toxA’ards  Pondicherry,  Permacoil  became  of  impor- 
tance to  the  proteftion  of  the  intermediate  diftridts;  and  INIr.  Lally, 
immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Vandivalh,  had  prevailed  on  the 
Kelladar  to  admit  a party,  with  fome  cannon,  into  his  fort ; but  the 
eaty  redudtion  of  Chittapett  and  Arcot  made  the  Kelladar  repent  of 
his  halfy  compliance;  and,  as  foon  as  the  Englifh  army  were  return- 
ing from  Arcot  to  the  fouthward,  he  wrote  to  Colonel  Coote,  pre- 
tending, that  the  French  party  had  got  into  his  fort  by  furprize,  ad- 
vifed  him  to  attack  it,  and  jiromilcd  all  the  affiftance  in  his  power; 
and  Colonel  Coote  refolved  to  try  the  fincerity  of  his  profeffions. 

In  this  intention,  he  fet  off  before  the  army  in  the  laft  march  to 
Tondit  anum,  with  moft  of  the  cavalry  and  two  companies  of  Sepoys, 
and  arriving  there  before  day-break  ^vent  on  to  reconnoitre  Per- 
macoil. Befides  the  fortified  rock,  lie  others  of  lefs  height  before 
and  behind  it;  the  diredfion  in  length  of  the  whole  plot  is  1200 
yards,  and  extends  from  the  N.  e.  to  the  s.w. : the  s.w.  end  of  the  rocks 
lay  neareft  to  Tondivanum;  but  Colonel  Coote,  having  no  guide,  fol- 
lowed the  heft  ground,  which  brought  him  to  the  north-eaH  end, 
oppofite  to  the  northern  face  of  the  pettah,  W'hich  lies  under  the 
weftern  fide  of  the  rock  of  Permacoil,  and  extends  beyond  it  under 
part  of  the  other  rocks  to  the  north.  When  near,  the  troops  were, 
fired  upon  by  cannon  from  the  neareft  tower  on  the  rock,  and  by 
field-pieces  and  mulketry  from  the  walls  of  the  pettah  below.  Soon 
after  came  a man,  commiffioned  by  the  Kellidar,  who  informed  Co- 
lonel Coote,  that  the  French  in  the  fort  were  50  Europeans,  30  Cof- 
frees,  and  50  Sepoys;  that  they  had  got  fome  guns  up  the  rock;  but 
that  four  large  pieces  of  cannon,  which  arrived  the  day  before,  were 
Hill  remaining  in  the  pettah  below ; and  offered  to  conduct  them  to 
the  gate;  for,  although  the  pettah  was  under  the  main  rocks,  the 
VoL.  II.  ' 4 II  plain 
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1760.  plain  on  all  {ides  round  the  walls  was  encumbered  with  lar2:e  frao"- 
February,  meiits,  which  might  afford  flicker  to  the  approach.  Colonel  Cootc 
immediately  followed  the  guide  with  the  Sepoys,  ordering  the  horfe 
to  form,  and  keep  on  the  left,  under  cover  of  the  main  rocks  to- 
the  N.  E. 

The  rock  on  which  the  fort  of  Permacoil  ffands  does  not  extend, 
even  at  its  bafe,more  than  500  yards  in  length.  In  breadth,  it  is  at  the 
northern  end  about  400  yards,  at  the  fouthern  not  more  than  200 : its 
height  is  likewile  various,  being  at  the  narrow  end  300  perpendicular 
feet,  and  diminifliing  by  (lopes  and  declivities  to  200  at  the  other.  Of 
tliefe  differences  in  the  height,  there  is  one  more  particularly  marked, 
which  croffes  in  a natural  zig-zag  of  two  re-entering  angles,  about 
the  middle  of  the  mountain,  and  all  the  ground  to  the  eaflward 
behind  this  ridge  is  30  feet  higher  than  the  other  part  before  it  to 
the  weffward.  This  eaftern  part  is  the  upper,  and  the  only  real- 
fort;  being  inclofed  and  fortiiied  with  high  flone  walls  and  towers 
ffrongly  built.  The  other  inclolure,  although  called  the  lower  fort, 
is  only  furrounded  with  a wall  of  loofe  ffones,  and  was  principally 
intended  for  the  immediate  refuse  of  the  cattle  and  inhabitants  om 
fudden  alarm.  The  rock  falls  every  v/here  fo  fteep,  that  the  area  of 
the  fortified  farface  above  is  equal  to. half  the  bafe  below.  The  ad- 
jacent rocks  before  and  behind  are  not  high  enough  to.  carry  any 
detriment  to  its  fortifications. 

Colonel  Coote  with  tlae  Sepoys,  led  by  the  guide,  took  pofF behind' 
fbrne  rocks  oppofite  to  the  gateway  in  the  north  face  of  the  pettah, 
which  {lands  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  rampart.  Two  large  pieces 
of  cannon,  mounted  on  field-carriages,  wereffanding  at  the  entrance  , 
of  the  gateway,  which  was  in  the  left  fide  of  its  projeclion;  and  fome 
Coffrees  and  Europeans,  with  tv/o  field-pieces,  were  on  the  tower 
juk  behind  to  protect  them.  This  guard,  knowing  that  the  cavalry 
in  the  rear  could  not  a6t  on  the  ground  where  the  Sepoys  were,, 
ventured  to  Tally.  Colonel  Coote  ordered  Enfign  Cai'ty  to  meet  them,., 
with  one  of  the  companies  of  Sepoys;  which  turned  out  with  great 
alacrity,  gave  their  fire,  and  advanced  to  the  bayonet.  The  French 
party,  ffai'tled  by  their  refolution,  ran  back,  and  were  followed  fo 
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clofe  by  Carty’s  company,  and  they  by  Colonel  Coote  with  the  1 760. 
other,  that  the  fugitives  made  no  hand  at  the  gateway,  but  con- 
tinned  their  flight,  ftill  purfued,  through  the  pettah,  to  the  foot  of 
the  rock  at  the  farther  end,  where  fteps  were  cut  winding  up  to  the 
upper  fort,  by  which  they  efcaped  into  it;  but  Colonel  O’Kennedy, 
the  commander,  who  was  at  the  fteps,  and  lame  with  old  wounds, 
had  very  nearly  been  taken.  Idere  were  lying  two  twenty-four 
pounders,  of  which  the  garrifon  had  burnt  the  carriages,  bccaufe 
there  was  no  path  to  draw,  and  no  means  to  raife  them,  into  the 
fort.  As  foon  as  the  pettah  was  cleared  of  the  enemy’s  guards,  Co- 
lonel Coote  pofted  the  Sepoys  in  the  beft  ftielter  the  houies  afforded 
againft  the  fire  of  the  cannon  in  the  upper  fort,  and  the  mufke- 
try  from  the  lower,  which  recommenced  immediately,  and  conti- 
nued through  the  dav.  The  horfe  were  diftributed,  fome  under  the 
walls  of  the  pettah,  ready  to  diimount  and  aftift,  if  any  defeent 
fhould  be  made ; and  the  reft  in  different  guards  round  the  hills.  In 
the  evening  came  up  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  with  the  French  Vo- 
lunteers, and  an  eight-inch  howitz,  from  Tondivanum : the  enemy 
continued  their  fire  through  the  night,  and  fmall  parties  came  down 
the  fide  of  the  rocks,  who  threw  grenades,  and  fired  mulketry,  by 
which  a Sepoy  was  killed,  and  nine,  with  three  Europeans,  wound- 
ed before  the  morning;  no  lofs  had  been  fuftained  in  the  day.  All 
the  return  v/as  from  the  howitz,  which  did  no  damage  in  either  of 
the  forts. 

Before  morning^  pioneers  and  tools  arrived,  and  fufheient  cover 
for  the  whole  was  formed  with  earth  thrown  up  and  houfes  broken 
ftovvn ; during  which  fome  w'ere  employed  in  raifing  and  fixing  the 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  one  after  the  other,  to  tranfporting  carriages, 
in  order  to  carry  them  off,  which  was  not  executed  without  diffi- 
culty and  time;  during  which,  the  enemy  fired  down  grenades  and 
mulketry,  but  did  no  milchief. 

In  the  afternoon  Colonel  Coote  fummoned  O’Kennedy,  who  fent 
down  one  of  his  men  to  receive  the  letter,  and  anfwered  it  with  a 
temperate  negative;  on  which  Colonel  Coote  refolved  to  furprize 
the  lower  fort.  Two  o^uides  belon2iii2:  to  the  Keliidar  offered  to 
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176a.  fhew  the  pnth  leading  up  the  north  fide  of  the  hill,  which  being  ex- 
tremely  rugged  and  diihcult,  was  not  likely  to  be  fufpecled;  they 
proceeded  with  two  companies  of  Sepoys  at  eight  at  night;  at  the 
fame  time  a platoon  of  Coote’s  grenadiers,  with  another  company  of 
Sepoys,  went  up  the  feeps  leading  from  the  pettah  to  the  back  of  the 
upper  fort,  which  made  a falle  attack  to  divert  the  enemy  from  the 
real,  which  w'ere  forty  minutes  in  gaining  the  fummit,  when  the 
foremoft  got  over  the  wall  before  they  were  difeovered.  The 
enemy’s  guards  confided  chiefly  of  Sepoys,  and  all  of  them  aldonilh- 
ed  by  the  frf;  fire  ran  away  from  their  dilferent  fiations,  and  re- 
gained the  upper  fort,  v/here  Colonel  O’Kennedyy  ignorant  of  the 
numbers  which  had  got  into  the  lower,  and  perplexed  by  the  falfe 
attack,  would  not  rifque  a fally  which  might  have  recovered  the 
lofs;  but  kept  up  a hot  fre  upon  them  by  guefs  from  the  defences 
along  the  ridge  which  feparates  the  upper  from  the  lower  fort;  but 
with  no  efihdl,  for  the  choultries  and  rocks  rifng  every  where  af- 
forded Ihelter.  The  guides,  as  foon  as  the  party  was  efablhhed, 
came  down  with  information  of  their  fuccefs  to  Colonel  Coote^  who 
was  v/aiting  at  the  foot  of  the.  path,  with  the  pioneer  company,  and 
the  Volunteers  of  France,  provided  with  ladders,  gabions,  and  faf- 
cines,  and  immediately  proceeded  with  them  up  the  hill;  where  as 
foon  as  they  had  joined  the  party  above,  the  whole  proceeded  acrofs 
the  lower  fort,  to  efcalade  the  fortifications  along  the  ridge,  not- 
withfianding  the  garrifon  was  prepared  to  receive  them.  The  ridge 
misht  be  afeended  without  ciamberino;.  The  o'renadiers  carried  the 
ladders  ;■  the  reft  follovred,  ready  to  mount,  and  in  the  mean  time 
fired  up  againfl:  the  parapet;  from  which  the  fire  inflantly  became 
exceffively  hot.  The  ladders  that  were  firfi:  applied  proved  too 
fhort;  it  was  fuppofed  they  would  anfwer  better  in  other  jmrts,  to 
which  they  were  removed,,  and  tried  with  as  little  fuccefs.  Never- 
thelefs  the  contefl:  continued  half  an  hour;  and  the  Sepoys  behaved 
with  as  much  eageinefs  as  the  Europeans,  but  many  dropping  or 
difabled.  Colonel  Coote  ordered  the  aflault  to  ceafe.  He  received  a 
wound  in  the  knee;  his  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Adams,  was  fhot 
through,  the  hip;  a ferjeant  of  the  pioneers,  one  of  the  French  Vo- 
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lunteers,  and  feven  Sepoys,  were  killed;  i6  Europeans  and  25  Se-  ^ 
poys  were  wounded  : in  the  falfe  attack  on  the  upper  fort,  two' 
Sepoys  were  wounded,  and  Enlign  Blakeney  was  killed.  The  next 
day,  which  was  the  3d  of  the  month,  the  fire  of  the  fort  dimi- 
niflied  conliderably,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  and  rightly,  from  fcarcity 
of  ammuniton.  At  noon,  a letter  came  from  Colonel  O’Kennedy 
requefting  a ceffation  of  24  hours,  to  obtain  Mr.  Lally’'s  orders  con- 
cerning the  llirrender  : this  was  refilled,  and  foon  after  he  fent  ano- 
ther letter  requeuing  the  honours  of  war,  w hich  were  likewhfe  de- 
nied. Several  Europeans  and  Sej^oys  w^ere  killed  and  wounded 
through  the  day  and  night.  Before  noon  of  the.  next  day,  wTich 
was  the  firth  of  the  attack,  a brafs  fix-pounder  was  got  up  the  hill 
with  much  difficulty  by  Captain  Barker.  There  were  two  choultries 
in  the  low'er  fort,,  flandins:  100  vards  from  the  ridge  and  ram- 
part,  which  divide  it  from  the  upper:  one  of  thefe  choultries  was 
near  the  w^all  wffiich  runs  along  the  edge  of  the  rock  on  the  fide 
over  the  pettah;and  in  this  choultry  the  field-piece  was  planted;' 
the  other  w'as  a few  yards  on  the  left,  which  fheltered  thofc 
whom  It  was  not  neceffary  to  expofe.  The  defences  in  the  up- 
per fort  immediately  oppofite  to  the  choultries  lay  in  a large  re-en- 
tering angle,  at  the  tw'o  extremities  of  .which  was  a round  tower,, 
one  on  the  edge  of  the  rock  overlooking  the  pettah,  the  other  about 
the  middle  of  the  ridge,  wdiich  from  hence  falls  back  in  another  zig- 
zag  out  of  fight  of  the  choultries.  The  gate  leading  into  the  upper  fort 
was  on  the  left  of  the  tow'er  in  the  middle  of  the  ridge.  The  field- 
piece,managed  by  Captain  Barker  battered,  firing  upw^ards  out  of  the 
choultry,  again fb  the  gate  and  the  parapet  of  the  tow'er,  both  which 
were  ruined  before  night;  but  the  garrifon  had  heaped  earth  at  the 
back  of  the  gate,  which  continued  to  flop  the  entrance.  Many  of 
thofe  expofed  in  this  fervice  fuffered.  New  fcaling-ladders  had  been. 
provided ; and  the  next  morning,  as  the  troops  were  preparing  to  ad- 
vance W'ith  them,  the  garrifon  beat  the  chamade,.  and  furrendcred 
at  difcretion.  They  were  fifteen  European  gunners,  chofen  men, 
32  CoiFrees,  and  100  Sepoys  : only  one  of  each  had  been  killed,. 
Xl^ere  W'ere  in  the  fort  20  pieces  of  cannon,  but  not  ammunition 
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1760.  either  for  them  or  the  mulketry  fafficient  to  have  flood  the  aflault, 
nor  had  the  garrifon  two  days  provifion  left.  The  total  lofs  and  ca- 
iiialties  of  the  Englifh,  through  the  attack,  were  four  Europeans 
killed  and  15  wounded,  of  the  Sepoys  40  and  70  ; thefe  troops  had 
never  behaved  fo  well ; of  their  killed,  one  was  the  Subadhar,  equi- 
valent to  the  Captain  of  a company,  and  two  were  Jemidars,  the 
next  rank  of  officers.  The  gallantry  of  Bulwanhng,  who  was  the 
fenior  of  the  whole  body  in  camp,  was  rewarded  with  a gold  medal. 
The  Kellidar,  for  his  fer\  ices,  was  continued  in  the  fort,  in  which 
were  left  a company  of  Sepoys,  w'ith  12  Europeans  and  a lieutenant. 
A large  detachment  of  the  French  army  had  advanced  as  far  as  Ma- 
nour,  W'ithin  feven  miles  of  Permacoil,  and  were  in  motion  to  throw 
in  a confiderable  reinforcement  of  men  and  ftores,  at  the  \'erv  hour 
they  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  Englifh  army  at  Tondivanum,  on 
which  they  retreated  towards  Pondicherry. 

On  the  7th,  Colonel  Coote  went  from  the  camp  at  Tondivanum, 
with  the  cavalry,  black  as  well  as  Europeans,  and  fix  companies  of 
Sepoys,  to  difeover  near  the  bounds  of  Pondicherry.  The  dilhince 
to  the  bound-hedfre  was  20  miles;  and  the  Sepoys,  after  marching 
10,  wanted  refl,  and  were  left  in  the  village  of  Trichimungalum. 

The  French  troops  which  had  been  detached  to  the  relief  of  Per- 
macoil, had,  on  their  retreat,  encamped  four  miles  to  the  wefl  of 
the  town,  and  three  from  the  bound-hedge.  A large  colledion  of 
land-hills,  of  which  the  w'hole  together  is  called  the  red-hills,  rifes 
.about  half  a mile  from  the  fea-ffiore,  and  a mile  and  half  to  the  north 
of  the  town  : they  extend  four  miles  to  the  weflward,  and  the  laft  hill, 
where  they  ceafe  on  this  fide,  is  called  Perimbe  : acrofs  from  north 
to  fouth  they  extend  two  miles,  and  have  paffable  dales  between; 
direClly  oppofite  to  the  fide  of  Perimbe,  hands  the  Fort  of  Villenore, 
a hrong  out-poft,  fituated  near  the  north  bank  of  the  river  of  Arain- 
copang,  which  falls  into  the  lea  about  500  yards  from  the  wall  of  Pon- 
dicherry, and  in  its  courfe  from  Villenore  forms  a curve  to  the  fouth, 
* The  Red-hill,  on  the  other  fide  the  plain,  recedes  to  the  N.  e.  from 
Perimbe  to  its  end  towards  the  lea.  So  that  the  interval  between 
\ illenore  and  Perimbe  is  the  narrowed:  part  of  .the  plain  between 
X jthe 
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the  river  and  the  Red-hill,  being  here  fcarcely  more  than  a mile,  1 760. 
whereas  farther  back  it  is  three.  The  plain  as  far  as  the  bound-  March, 
hedge  was  occupied  by  country  houfes,  enclofures,  avenues,  and 
arable  ground.  The  market  of  the  French  troops  was  in  the  village 
under  V’^illenore.  Temporary  barracks  for  the  European  cavalry  had 
been  raifed  on  the  hill  of  Perimbe.  Their  foot  and  artillery  were 
difperfed  in  the  houfes  and  enclofures  which  occupied  the  fpace  be- 
tween. 

Colonel  Coote  proceeded  with  the  cavalry  from  Trichimungalum, 
not  in  the  high  road  which  palfeth  by  Valdore,  but  acrofs  the  coun- 
try to  the  left,  and  came  in  about  the  middle  of  the  Red-hill,  and 
palling  through  its  dales  appeared  on  the  outward  ridge  between  Pe- 
rimbe and  the  bound-hedge.  The  enemy  had  gained  notice  of  his 
approach,  but  not  of  the  force  which  accompanied  him  ; and,  ima- 
gining that  it  ccnfiRed  of  foot  as  well  as  horfe,  fufpedled  likewife  that 
the  main  body  of  both  might  be  marching  to  get  between  them  and 
the  bound-hedge,  and  impede  their  retreat  into  the  limits.  In  this 
perfuafion,  all  their  infantry  got  into  march  with  much  hurry  and 
confufion,  to  gain  the  avenue  neareft  the  Red-hill,  which,  as  well 
as  another  on  its  right,  leads  to  the  bound-hedge:  they  moved  vvich 
all  their  field-pieces  in  front,  to  oppofe  the  luppofed  danger,  which, 
rf  real  w'ould  have  been  the  greateR:  but  the  European  horfe,  which, 
were  250  in  three  fquadrons,  remained  on  the  hill  of  Perimb^  to  ob- 
ferve  and  protefl  their  rear.  Colonel  Coote  fuf])e61:ed  the  error  which 
occafioned  the  diforder  he  obferved  in  the  infantry,  and  as  faft  as 
his  troops  came  up  ordered  the  European  horfe,  which  were 
only  80,  with  three  I'quadrons  of  the  blacks,  to  advance,  and  keep 
tile  enemy’s  cavalry  in  check,  whilR  he  himfelf,  with  the  main 
body,  croffed  over  to  the  avenue,  in  which  the  laR  of  their  infantry 
were  entering;  in  whofe  rear  he  hung,  having  thus  feparated  them 
from  their  cavalry,,  who,  feeing  their  danger,  retreated  before  the 
divifion  advancing  againR  them,  to  gain  the  other  fide  of  the  aver- 
nue  on  the  right  of  their  infantry,  whofe  flanks  were,  already  pro- 
te6led  from  the  cavalry  with  Colonel  Coote  by  the  ditch  on  each 
fide.  Colonel  Coote  following  the  infantry,  often  advanced  within 
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1760.  40  yards,  to  draw  their  fire  ; but  the  grenadiers  of  Lorrain,  wdio 

formed  the  rear-guard,  referved  it  with  much  difcipline.  At  length, 
however,  the  foiemoil  troop  of  horfe,  led  by  Alfaf  beg,  a Jemidar 
of  great  fpirit,  bioke  in  upon  a platoon,  and  cut  down  fe\en  of  them; 
but  the  next  troop  drew  up  their  bridles,  and  were  afraid  to  follow 
the  impreffion,  which  otherwife  promifed  to  break  the  whole  co- 
lumn, whicli  recoN'ered,  and  continued  its  way  as  before,  until  they 
h.ad  j)affed  the  bound-hedge,  under  the  redoubt  of  Valdore,  which 
terminates  the  avenue  along  which  they  were  marching,  when  the 
tire  of  the  redoubt  Avas  left  free,  and  Colonel  Coote  ifopped  the 
purluit.  In  the  mean  while,  the  other  divihon  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  De  Buke,  had  croifed  over  to  the  village  of  Vil- 
lenore,  and  routed  the  market-people  there  without  refinance,  and 
the  black  horfe  with  him,  joined  by  more  from  the  main  body, 
coliedled  all  worth  the  while  they  could  carry  off,  and  di  ove  before 
them  all  the  cattle.  The  whole  affembled  again  on  the  hill  of  Pe- 
rimbe,  v/here  they  fet  fire  to  the  barracks,  and  the  carriage  of  an 
eighteen- pounder,  for  want  of  proper  bullocks  to  draw  it  off.  In 
the  afternoon,  the  whole  returned  to  Tritcliimungalum,  intending 
to  reft  the  night  there  ; but  a corporal  of  the  dragoons  deferting, 
they  removed  five  miles  farther  back  to  Manoor;  from  hence  Co- 
lonel Coote  lent  orders  to  Major  INIonfon,  to  march  the  army  from 
Tondivanurn  againft  Alamparvah. 

The  next  day  he  mo\  ed  himfelf  to  Taliaveram,  which  is  five  miles 
from  Manoor  to  the  N.  e.  on  the  road  towards  Permacoil;  but  few 
of  the  black  horfe  accompanied  him ; they  were  all  difperfed  to  fe- 
cure  or  fell  the  plunder  they  had  got  the  day  before.  They,  how- 
ever, came  back  on  the  9th,  and  he  proceeded  with  them  from  Talia- 
veram again  to  the  bound-hedge  of  Pondicherry,  and  obferved  very 
nearly,  without  annoyance.  On  his  return,  he  went  to  Conymere, 
where  he  met  Mr.  Buffy  by  appointment,  who  had  been  recalled  on 
his  ])arole  to  Madrafs,  in  order  to  be  lent  to  Europe,  in  compliance 
with  the  earneft  importunity  of  the  Nabob,  who  regarded  him 
iis  fraught  with  more  dangerous  refources  than  all  his  other  ene- 
mies, and  laid  that  if  he  became  free,  and  commanded,  he  would 

protracf 
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protra(5t  the  war  ten  years.  On  the  loth  Colonel  Coote  came  to  1760. 
Alamparvah,  which  the  army  had  invefted  the  day  before;  but  the 
wound  he  had  received  at  Permacoil  was  fo  much  exafperated  by 
his  late  fatigue,  that  he  could  not  any  longer  ftir  without  danger, 
he  therefore  ordered  Colonel  Monfon  to  carry  on  the  fiege  of  Alam- 
parvah, but  flill  continued  in  the  camp. 

The  fort  of  Alamparvah  ftands  on  the  fea-fhore,  about  20  miles 
E.  N.  E.  of  Tondivanum,  15  e.  of  Permacoil,  and  24  to  the  n.  of 
Pondicherry.  It  formerly  belonged  to  the  Nabobs  of  the  province; 
and  was  given  to  Mr.  Dupleix  by  Murzafajing  in  1750.  It  has 
many  wells  of  good  water,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  all  parts 
of  the  coaft  fo  near  the  fea.  The  fort  was  of  ftone,  fquare,  of  mo- 
derate extent,  with  four  round  towers  at  the  angles,  a parapeted 
fauffebray,  and  a wet  ditch,  but  without  a glacis.  A pettah  ex- 
tends along  the  ftrand  to  the  north,  and  fronts  within  250  yards  of 
the  fort.  An  eight-inch  howitz  bombarded;  and  a ricochet  bat- 
tery of  two  guns,  to  enfilade  the  north  front  from  the  weft,  was 
begun  in  the  night,  and  finiftied  before  morning;  during  which,  a 
ferjeant  of  pioneers  and  a Sepoy  were  killed.  In  the  enfuing  night, 
another  battery  of  three  eighteen-pounders  was  finiftied  in  the  pet- 
tah, to  batter  the  tower  in  the  weft  angle  of  the  north  face;  and 
the  lofs  during  thefe  24  hours,  was  Lieutenant  Angus,  of  Coote ’s 
regiment,  and  a grenadier  killed.  Both  batteries  opened  together  at 
day-light  on  the  12th,  and  in  three  hours  difmounted  moft  of  the 
guns,  and  ruined  the  whole  line  of  defence;  and  in  the  afternoon 
the  Chevalier  Viart,  who  commanded,  furrendered  at  difcretion. 

The  garrifon,  befides  himfelf,  a Lieutenant,  and  a furgeon,  were 
50  Europeans,  and  150  Sepoys.  During  the  attack,  three  of 
their  Europeans  had  lieen  killed,  and  twelve  wounded.  There  were 
in  the  fort  20  pieces  of  cannon,  a howitz,  and  abundance  of  am- 
munition. 

The  feafon  was  now  advancing,  when  the  French  fquadron  might 
be  expedled  from  the  iflands.  I'he  lofs  of  Alamparvah  deprived  them 
of  the  only  ftation  under  their  command  to  the  northward,  and  Ka- 
rical  remained  the  only  one  they  had  to  the  fouthward  of  Pondi-  ^ 

\"oL.  II.  4 1 cherry; 


6i4  The  War  of  Coromandel.  Book  XII. 

,1760.  cherry;  but  the  importance  of  Karical  rofe  with  the  feafon,  and  the 
encreafing  diftreffes  of  the  capital;  for  becoming,  with  the  change 
of  the  monfoon,  the  windward  ftation,  all  their  veffels  arriving  on 
the  coaft  might  get  their  firft  intelligence  here,  and,  if  the  road 
were  not  occupied  by  a fuperior  force,  were  always  fure  of  water, 
and  frefh  provitions  from  the  fort,  which  the  foreign  fettlements  of 
Negapatam  and  Tranquebar  might  or  might  not  fupply.  The 
grain  of  the  difl:ri£ts,  which  was  confiderable,  was  gathered,  and, 
with  what  might  be  purchafed  in  the  plentiful  country  of  Tanjore, 
would  become  a great  refource  to  Pondicherry,  continually  lofing  its 
own  diflridls  by  the  fucceffes  of  the  army;  for  it  might  be  con- 
veyed from  Karical  in  the  boats  of  the  country,  which,  favoured  by 
the  wind  and  current,  would  almoft  make  the  paffage  in  a night, 
and  with  little  rifque,  even  if  difcovered  and  purfued,  as  they  can 
keep  clofe  to  the  furf,  in  iliallow  foundings,  and  along  the  Ihore 
fwell  of  the  fea,  where  veffels  of  European  conftrudlion  feldom 
chufe  to  venture.  The  French  government  already  repented  of  the 
lofs  of  fuch  another  poffeflion  in  Devicotah,  although  not  com- 
manding equal  advantages;  and  had  made  a ffrong  attempt  to  re- 
cover it.  On  the  24th  of  February,  a detachment  from  Chilam- 
brum  Cf  30  troopers,  40  European  infantry,  and  400  Sepoys,  with 
two  field-pieces,  inveiled  the  fort.  On  the  27th,  they  were  joined 
by  80  Europeans  and  Cofirees  from  Pondicherry,  when  the  whole  in- 
trenched tbemfelves  within  200  yards  of  the  walls.  The  breaches 
which  their  garrifon  had  made  when  they  abandoned  it,  were  not 
completely  repaired ; and  on  the  29th  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  made 
an  affault  on  that  which  was  moft  prafticable ; the  fire  laffed  an  hour, 
when  they  were  repulfed,  with  the  lofs,  as  the  ferjeant  fuppofed,  of 
two  officers,  and  20  of  their  Europeans  and  Coffrees,  and  more  of 
their  Sepoys  killed  and  wounded.  They,  however,  during  their  flay, 
and  on  their  retreat,  fent  and  carried  away  a confiderable  quantity  of 
grain,  which  had  juft  been  got  up  from  the  harveft  of  the  diftridls. 
The  Prefidency  of  Madrafs  now  became  anxious  to  get  poffeflion. 
of  Karical,  before  the  French  fquadron  fliould  arrive  on  the  coaft; 
but,  as  it  was  intended  that  the  army  fhould  as  foon  as  poffi- 
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ble  encamp  near  Pondicherry,  in  order  to  intercept  all  convoys  of  1 760. 
provifions  from  the  adjacent  country,  a body  of  troops  fufficient  for 
the  attack  of  Karical  could  not  be  fpared  from  the  camp,  without 
fi  uflrating  the  other  intention.  Adm.iral  Cornilh  contributed  to  al- 
leviate part  of  the  difficulty,  by  offering  to  proceed  with  all  the 
men  of  war  which  had  arrived  with  him,  and  to  land  their  marines, 
which  were  about  300 ; the  Prefidency  provided  for  the  reft.  All  the 
artillery  and  ftores  for  the  fiege,  with  the  Chief  Engineer,  Mr.  Call, 
and  a few  gunners,  were  to  be  fent  in  the  ftiips  from  Madrafs.  Co- 
lonel Monfon,  who  was  to  command,  was  to  embark  from  Alam- 
parvah,  with  the  company  of  pioneers,  which  confifted  of  50  choice 
Europeans,  and  with  Captain  Barker  to  diredt  the  artillery.  Captain 
Jofeph  Smith,  who  was  efcorting  the  Nabob  from  Tritchinopoly, 
was  ordered  to  reinforce  his  detachment  from  this  garrifon  to  the 
ftrength  of  1000  Sepoys,  100  European  firelocks,  40  artillery-men, 
and  fix  field-pieces;  with  this  force,  he  v/as  to  march  away  from 
wherever  he  might  be,  with  all  expedition;  and  either  inveft  or  lay 
before  Karical,  as  circumftances  permitted,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
fhips.  Captain  Richard  Smith,  appointed  to  command  in  Tritchi- 
nopoly after  the  departure  of  Jofeph,  was  to  fend  from  thence, 
through  the  country  of  Tanjore,  Lal'cars  for  the  fervice  of  the  artil- 
lery, 500  Coolies  to  pull  and  carry  burthens,  tents,  doolies  for  the 
fick  and  wounded,  and  cattle  for  provifions  to  the  fquadron  as  well 
as  the  troops  on  fhore.  The  king  of  Tanjore  was  requefted  to  fend 
his  troops,  and  every  kind  of  affiftance. 

The  Nabob,  notwithftanding  his  eagernefs  to  appear  at  the  head 
of  an  army  in  the  Carnatic  immediately  after  the  vidlory  of  Vandi- 
vafh,  was  not  ready  to  m.ove  from  Tritchinopoly  until  the  i8th  of 
March,  40  days  after  he  had  received  intelligence  of  that  fuccefs, 
and  a month  after  the  French  had  abandoned  the  pagodas  of  Sering- 
ham.  Befides  the  detachment  from  the  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly, 
he  was  accompaned  by  1000  horfe,  1000  Sepoys,  and  a greater 
number  of  various  forts  of  good-for-nothing  infantry,  entertained  by 
himfelf.  They  arrived  at  Volcondah  on  the  20th,  from  whence  he 
was  folicitous  to  proceed  towards  Arcot;  but  Captain  Jofeph  Smith, 
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1760.  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  Preficlency,  wifhed  to  lead  him 
towards  Pondicherry.  This  difference  of  opinion  kept  them  fome 
days  at  Volcondah,  and  as  a reconciliation,  by  ^^'hich  fome  fervicc 
might  be  obtained  from  the  Nabob's  troops,  Captain  Smith  confented 
to  march  againft  Thiagar,  which  would  bring  them  nearer  Arcot, 
without  beins:  removed  farther  from  Pondicherry.  But  the  Prell- 
dency,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  fent  orders  to  Captain  Smith  to 
march  away  with  his  detachment  to  Karical,  enjoined  the  Na- 
bob to  keep  with  his  own  troops  in  the  country  to  the  s.  of 
Gingee,  between  Volcondah  and  Chiilambarum,  and  to  employ 
them  in  reducing  thefe  diftricts,  and  efpecially  in  preventing  any 
fujiplies  of  provifions  from  being  conveyed  out  of  them  to  Pondi- 
cherry, from  whence  he  would  have  nothing  to  fear,  as  the  EngliOi 
army  would  be  advanced  and  lying  between. 

The  number  of  manned  Maffoolas  at  Madrafs,  which  are  the  only 
boats  that  can  ply  the  furf,  were  not  fufficient  to  carry  off  the 
ammunition  and  ftores  intended  for  the  fiege  as  faft  as  the  men  of 
war  could  have  taken  them  in;  and  during  this  delay,  the  Falmouth 
of  60  guns  was  fent  forward  to  take  in  Major  Monfon’s  party  at 
Alamparvah,  whilft  the  other  fhips  were  lading  at  Madrafs:  and  on 
the  15th  Colonel  Coote,  continuing  much  difordered  with  his  wound, 
came  in  from  the  camp  to  adjufl;  with  the  Prefidency  the  prize- 
money  accruing  to  the  army  from  their  late  fucceffes. 

The  Falmouth,  ftanding  into  the  road  of  Alamparvah  on  the  i6th 
in  the  morning,  difcovered  a fhip  at  anchor  clofe  in  fhore,  about 
two  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Pondicherry,  and  bore  down  to 
her  with  an  eafy  fail,  under'  French  colours;  but  the  ftranger  cut 
her  cable,  and  ran  afhore  into  the  furf,  which  being  boifterous, 
fhe  immediately  bilged,  and  all  but  three  of  the  crew  got  afhore. 
The  boats  of  the  Falmouth,  finding  it  impoffible  to  get  the  fhip  off, 
fet  fire  to  her.  She  was  the  Harlem,  which  had  been  difpatched  by 
Mr.  Moracin  from  Ganjam  to  Mergui  in  the  month  of  June,  and 
was  returning  with  rice  and  other  provifions  for  Pondicherry,  and 
bad  likewife  tutenague  and  other  merchandize  on  board,  none  of 
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which  could  be  recovered  ; but  the  lofs  of  the  provihons  was  by  far  1760. 
the  grcateft  detriment  to  the  enemy. 

Major  Monfon,  with  the  pioneers  and  their  equipments,  embarked 
in  the  Falmouth  from  Alamparvali  on  the  2.5 th  ; they  anchored  in 
the  road  of  Karical  at  day-break  on  the  28th,  when  the  Captain  of 
the  Falmouth,  Mathifon,  went  in  his  boat  with  Major  ^Monfon  to 
reconnoitre  the  fhore..  They  diicovered  no  figns,  either  of  the  peo- 
ple expected  from  Richard  Smith  at  Tritchinopoly,  or  the  detach- 
ment with  Captain  Jofeph  ; whole  inftrudlions  had  not  reached 
them  in  time  to  be  as  yet  fulfUled.  At  eight  o’clock,  the  fquadron, 
which  had  likewife  failed  from  Madrafs  on  the  25th,  appeared.. 

Major  Monfon  went  on  board  Mr.  Corniflr’s  Ihip,  and  it  was  agreed, 
notwithlhanding  they  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  place,  and  difap- 
pointed  of  the  troops  they  expefted  to  meet,  to  make  the  landing 
immediately.  Fifteen  malfoolas  accompanied  the  fhips  ; they  took 
in  1 70  of  the  troops,  befides  the-  Macoas,  who  are  the  black  fellows 
that  row  them  ; thefe  formed  the  RrR  divifion,  and  were  towed  to 
the  furf  by  the  yawls  and  pinnaces  of  the  Ihips,  which,  befides  their 
rowers,  took  as  many  foldiers  as  they  could  carry,  who  formed  the 
fecond  divifion:  all  thefe  fleered  for  the  Ihore,  five  miles  to  the  north 
of  the  fort.  The  third  divifion  of  the  troops  embarked  in  the  long- 
boats, which  were  rigged  with  fails,  and  proceeded  dole  to  the  furf, 
oppolite  to  the  fort,  and  the  mouth  of  a river  which  leads  to  it, 
where  they  were  to  appear  as  if  intending  to  land  by  pulhing  over 
the  bar  of  the  river,  which  was  not  impradlicable. 

A fmall  fnow  and  a Hoop,  which  drew  little  water,  and  mounted 
guns,  anchored  as  clofe  as  they  could  oppolite  to  a village  half-way 
between  the  real  landing  and  the  long-boats.  As  foon  as  the  yawls 
and  pinnaces  reached  the  furf,  they  dropped  their  graplings,  and  cafb 
off  the  malfoolas,  which  immediately  rowed  alhore,  and  landed  the 
troops  in  them  ; then  returned,  and  landed  the  fecond  divifion  out 
of  the  other  boats,  when  a lignal  was  flung  out,  on  which  the 
long-boats  came  down,  failing  fad:  with  the  wind  and  current,  and 
the  troops  in  them  were  likewife  landed  all  together  by  the  malfoolas 
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1760.  the  whole  v\  ithout  the  appearance  of  any  oppofition  intended  by 
the  garrifon.  As  foon  as  all  were  on  fliore,  they  advanced  to  the 
village  oppofite  to  which  the  two  fmall  veffels  were  at  anchor,  and 
received  by  catamarans  two  four-poiinders,  M’hich  belonged  to  the 
Hoop,  and  were  mounted  on  fhip-carriages ; for  the  reliance  on  the 
field-pieces  expedled  with  Jofeph  Smith  had  prevented  any  from  be- 
ing embarked  at  Madrafs.  They  palled  the  night  in  the  village 
without  alarm ; and  early  in  the  morning  moved  on  to  take  poffel- 
lion  of  the  pettah  of  Karical,  which  lay  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
fort.  It  was  a fpacious  town,  feparated  from  the  fort  by  an  elj)la- 
nade  of  100  yards;  regular  works  had  been  traced  round  the  other 
three  fides,  which  on  the  well:  had  been  raifed  to  four  feet  above  the 
ground,  but  the  balfion  in  the  north-well;  angle  was  completed,  and 
converted  into  a clofed  redoubt,  which  mounted  nine  guns,  and  had 
a good  ditch  all  round,  and  a draw-bridge  ; it  was  called  Fort  Dau- 
phin ; the  reft  of  the  north  line  was  open,  as  was  the  lide  to  the 
eaft.  The  troops  advancing  from  the  north,  without  a guide  or  in- 
telligence, fell  under  lire  of  Fort  Dauphin,  by  which  two  men  were 
killed,  and  two  wounded,  before  the  whole  line  go't  under  Ihelter  of 
the  buildings  in  the  pettah ; which  they  entered  without  meeting 
any  interruption  in  the  Hreets.  They  took  poH:  in  the  church-yard, 
which  lay  about  200  yards  from  the  eaft  lide  of  the  pettah,  and 
about  the  fame  diHance  from  the  line  of  houfes  fronting  the  fort. 
They  found  about  them  plenty  of  provilions,  as  w^ell  in  the  houles 
of  the  natives,  as  of  the  French  inhabitants. 

The  fort  of  Karical  Hands  300  yards  from  the  fea-lhore  : a river 
coming  from  the  weft  ftrikes  when  oppolite  to  the  weft  lide  of  the 
fort  in  a curve  to  the  fouth,  wTich  continues  until  oppolite  to  the 
eaft  fide  at  the  diftance  of  500  yards,  w^hen  the  channel  turning 
again  diredlly  to  the  eaft,  in  100  yards  more  difembogues  into 
the  fea.  The  fort  was  an  oblong  fquare,  completely  fortified,  but 
had  the  greateft  of  defeds,  the  w^ant  of  fpace  : for  its  internal  area, 
exclufive  of  the  four  baftions,  w^as  no  more  than  1 00  yards  from  w. 
to  E.  and  only  <0  from  N.  to  s.  The  baftions  admitted  only  three 
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guns  in  their  faces,  but  each  of  the  four  curtains  was  covered  by  a 
ravelin  much  more  fpacious  than  the  baftions,  and  mounting  fix.  A 
wet  ditch  ran  between  the  three  curtains  to  the  n.  w.  and  s.  and 
their  ravelins;  but  on  the  eaft  face  the  ditch  furrounded  the  ravelin 
likewife,  and  dry  ground  occupied  the  Ipace  between  the  rear  of  this 
ravelin  and  the  eaft  curtain,  continuing  round  the  two  baftions  in 
an  excellent  fauffebray,  from  the  interior  angles  of  which  the  ravelin 
projedled.  A covered  way  well  palifadcd,  and  a complete  glacis,  fur- 
rounded  the  whole,  neverthelefs  the  exterior  extent,  meafuring  acrofs 
from  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  was  in  the  longeft  diredion,  that  from 
E.  to  w.  not  more  than  200  yards  ; and  the  pettah  outftretched  this 
face  200  yards  on  either  hand.  The  garrifon  had  lately  deftroyed 
the  line  of  buildings  in  the  pettah,  which  fii-irted  the  efplanade,  and 
had  been  fuffered  to  rife  within  60  yards  of  the  foot  of  the  glacis; 
but  this  demolition  added  only  a fpace  of  40  yards  to  the  eijilanade, 
and  that  not  clear;  for  the  rubbilh  not  being  yet  removed  If  ill 
afforded  fome  fhelter. 

As  foon  as  the  Englifli  troops  had  taken  polfefhon  of  the  pettah, 
Mr.  Call,  with  the  pioneers,  marched,  and  took  poffeffion  of  a fa- 
luting-battery,  which  lay  near  the  mouth  of  the  ri\  er,  where  was 
likewife  the  flag-llaff  for  the  road.  The  fort  fired  fiercely  as  they, 
were  paffing,  but  did  no  harm ; and  in  the  night  the  pioneers  be- 
gan to  conftrufl  a battery  near  the  river  on  the  efplanade,  which 
was  clear  quite  up  to  where  the  river  changes  from  the  curve  it  has 
made,  apd  drikes  flraight  to  the  fea : they  were  not  interrupted  in 
their  work ; neither  did  the  troops  in  the  pettah  receive  any  alarm, 
h'om  the  garrifon.  The  next  evening  a ten- inch  mortar  was  landed, 
and  at  ten  at  night  began  to  bombard  Fort  Dauphin.  The  range 
was  exactly  gained  at  the  firfl  flrell,  and  only  thirteen  were  fired 
before  the  guard,  confiding  of  50  men,  abandoned  it ; and,  know- 
ing ways  of  which  the  Englifh  troops  were  not  apprized,  gained  the 
fort  without  interruption.  About  the  fame  time  twelve  gunners 
lent  from  Pondicherry,  who  had  landed  at  Tranquebar,  got  into  the 
fort,  notwithdanding  a company  of  marines  were  looking  out  for- 
them,  who  kept  too  far  from  the  fea-fhore,  whild  the  gunners  tra- 
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I 760.  veiled  along  the  beach  until  they  came  to  the  river,  when  they  con- 
tinned  under  the  bank  unperceived  by  the  pioneers  employed  in  con- 
flrudling  the  battery. 

The  cover  afforded  by  the  pettah  determined  the  attack  to  be 
carried  on  a^ainft  the  north  face  of  the  fort ; and  the  greater  extent 
of  the  efplanade  to  the  eaff,  which  is  500  yards  (whereas  to  the 
weft  it  is  interrupted  by  the  curve  of  the  river  at  300)  gave  the  pre- 
ference of  the  enfilade  from  the  eaft,  which  of  confequence  deter- 
mined the  breach  to  be  in  the  north-eaft  baftion,  and  on  its  north 
face.  Accordingly,  three  batteries  were  marked  out  in  the  pettah, 
one  to  breach,  and  one  on  each  hand  to  take  off  the  defences ; in 
the  battery  to  the  eaft,  two  of  the  guns  enfiladed  the  north  line 
in  its  whole  length,  and  the  other  two  plunged  into  the  oppofiie 
ravelin,  and  acrofs  into  the  ravelin  on  the  fouth:  fo  that  every  part 
of  the  fort  w ould  be  laid  under  fire.  Sailors  were  landed  with  the 
heavy  artillery  from  the  fhips,  and  affifted  in  drawing  them,  and  in 
the  other  fervices  ufually  allotted  to  bullocks  and  coolies  ; for  all  the 
neighbouring  villages  were  deferted,  and  Supplied  neither  man  nor 
beaft;  and  no  tidings  arrived  of  the  Captain  Jofeph  Smith’s  detach- 
ment, nor  of  the  afliftance  expefted  from  the  garrifon  of  Tritchi- 
nopoly  ; and  the  king  of  Tanjore  avoided  all  correfpondence  with 
the  armament. 

Captain  Jofeph  Smith  received  the  orders  of  the  prefidency  on  the 
' 25th,  the  day  he  \vas  fetting  out  with  the  Nabob  from  Volcondah, 
againft  Thiagar ; he  immediately  turned  his  march  to  Karical  ; and 
the  Nabob,  umvilling  to  remain  with  only  his  own  troops  in  the 
middle  of  the  Carnatic,  determined  to  march  with  the  detachment. 
The  neareft  road  leading  from  Volcondah  tow^ards  Karical  falls  upon 
the  Coleroon,  30  miles  N.  n.  \v.  of  the  city  of  Tanjore.  Having 
croffed  the  river,  which  is  there  fpacious,  you  continue  to  Comba- 
conum,  which  ftands  five  miles  farther,  on  the  bank  of  the  firft  arm 
of  the  Caveri ; and  beyond  this  is  another  arm  to  crofs,  before  you 
join  the  road  leading  eaft  to  the  fea-fhore  : much  of  the  ground 
between  the  rivers  is  funk  in  marfhes,  and  the  better  ground  is  over- 
ilow^ed  in  rice-fields,  without  any  continued  road,  which  greatly  re- 
tard 
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tard  the  paflage  of  carriages;  and  the  \vay  between  Volcondah  and  1760. 
Karical  being  1 20  miles,  the  march  can  fcarcely  be  performed  in 
lefs  than  ten  days ; but  Captain  Smith  had  received  his  orders  to 
advance  only  four  days  before  the  armament  anchored  at  Karical, 
whofe  ignorance  of  the  impoffibility  of  his  appearance  aggravated 
their  anxiety  concerning  the  arrival  of  the  French  fquadron,  which 
intelligence,  artfully  inculcated  from  Pondicherry,  led  them  to  expedl; 
from  day  to  day  when  all  the  marines  and  failors  muft  have  been 
reimbarked,  and  Major  Monfon  would  have  been  left  with  only- 
bo  Europeans,  and  without  a field-piece. 

However,  thefe  apprehenfions  only  encreafed  their  adlivity  in 
pufhing  the  attack.  The  ten-inch  mortar,  which  had  been  employed 
againft  Fort  Dauphin,  was  removed  on  the  31  ft,  and  threw  ftiells 
all  night.  The  garrifon  returned  round  and  grape  from  their  cannon, 
and  even  ufed  their  mulketry,  although  all  they  fired  at  was  under 
cover,  or  out  of  reach : this  early  profulion  of  ammunition  is  rarely 
followed  by  vigorous  defence  at  extremity.  In  the  morning  of  the 
I ft  of  April  the  two  embrafures  on  the  right  of  the  enfilading  bat-  April, 
tery  to  the  eaft  were  opened.  The  paffage  into  the  covered  way  lay 
oppofite  to  this  battery,  leading  through  the  glacis  on  the  left  face 
of  its  angle  projebling  to  the  eaft,  and  the  garrifon  had  laid  a row 
of  wood  and  palmiras  in  front  of  the  barrier  gate,  which  clofed  this 
paffage  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  in  order  to  conftruft  a battery  there 
with  thefe  materials.  The  ten-inch  mortar  fometimes  threw  carcaffes 
of  fire-balls  to  fet  them  afire,  but  without  effebt ; and  two  royals,  of 
which  the  ftiells  are  5 inches  and  5 twelfths  diameter,  continually 
bombarded  the  fort.  In  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  other  two 
embrafures  were  opened  in  the  enfilading  battery.  At  ten  o’clock, 
arrived  Captain  Richard  Smith  from  Tritchinopoly  with  Lafcars. 
oxen,  coolies,  and  ftores;  and  the  Nabob  came  up  likewife  with  1000 
horfe  and  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  whom  Captain  Jofeph  Smith  had 
fent  forward,  as  the  rains  and  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  retarded  the 
carriages  and  baggage  of  his  detachment,  with  which  he  remained  to 
bring  them  on.  This  reinforcement  afforded  troops  fufficient  to 
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1 760.  invefl  the  fort  all  round.  In  this  day  the  enemy’s  fire  was  ex- 
ceffive,  and  difmounted  one  of  the  guns  at  the  enfilading  battery, 
and  endamaged  all  its  embrafures ; but  all  were  reffored  during  the 
night,  and  the  fame  number  of  guns  began  to  fire  again  the  next 
morning,  which  was  the  3d  of  the  month.  At  eight  o’clock  of 
this  day,  Captain  Jofeph  Smith  came  up  with  the  reft  of  his  detach- 
ment, which  were  130  European  mufketry,  thirty  artillery-men,  two 
field-pieces,  and  five  companies  of  Sepoys.  The  enemy  during  the 
night  finifhed  two  embrafures  in  one  face  of  their  battery  at  the 
barrier,  which  pointed  againft  the  enfilading  battery ; and  traces  ap- 
peared of  another  face  to  the  north,  which  feemed  intended  to  fcour 
the  oppofite  ftreet  of  the  pettah,  acrofs  which  the  attack  had  thrown 
up  a flight  retrenchment. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  breaching  battery  in  the  centre 
ftreet  opened  with  three  twenty-four  pounders  againft  the  n.  face 
of  the  N.  E.  baftion,  at  the  diftance  of  150  yards,  and  was  fo  well 
ferved  by  Captain  Barker,  udio  attended  it,  that  in  three  rounds 
the  enemy  quitted  the  three  guns  in  the  face  attacked,  and  in  lefs 
than  an  hour  all  the  merlons  were  beat  down;  the  other  face  had 
before  been  much  fhattered  by  the  enfilading  battery,  which  had 
likewife  nearly  ruined  the  north  face  of  the  eaft  ravelin  : fo  that 
neither  of  the  batteries  had  occafioii  to  fire  rnore  than  a fhot  now  and 
then  through  the  reft  of  the  day.  Sepoys  were  pofted  in  the  ruins 
of  the  houfes,  who  kept  up  a conftant  fire  through  the  night  on  the 
baftion  and  ravelin,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  placing  fand-bags 
to  repair  them.  By  the  next  morning,  which  was  the  5th  of  the 
month,  and  the  i oth  fince  the  landing,  a battery,  intended  to  deftroy 
the  eaft  face  of  the  north  ravelin,  was  almoft  completed,  and  the 
other  againft  the  n.  w.  baftion  quite  finifhed;  but  the  guns  for 
neither  were  yet  landed  from  the  fhips.  Intelligence  was  received, 
that  a detachment  of  450  infantry  and  1 50  European  horfe,  were 
arrived  at  Chillambarum  from  Pondicherry,  intending  to  advance  and 
interrupt  the  fiege.  The  breach,  though  broad,  could  not  be  mounted 
without  clambering,  and  the  immediate  accefs  to  it  was  ftill  de- 
fended by  the  ditch,  to  which  the  befiegers  had  not  yet  approached, 
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and  by  the  parapet  of  the  fauffc-bray,  which  remained  undamaged:  1760. 
but  the  gate  of  the  barrier  leading  through  the  glacis  to  the  eaft 
ravelin,  had  been  beaten  down  bv  ricochet  thot  flying  over  the  bat- 
tery, which  the  enemy  had  raifed  before  it.  The  bafcul,  or  carpentry, 
which  raifed  and  let  down  the  draw-brld2:e  before  the  N.  et.  face  of 
the  ealt  ravelin,  had  likewife  been  fhot  away,  and  the  bridge  fallen 
into  its  place,  and  the  garrifon  had  not  yet  deftroyed  it  to  interrupt 
the  paflage,  which  thus  remained  clear  to  the  ravelin.  The  gateway 
leading  through  the  curtain  into  the  fort  was  at  the  back  of  this 
ravelin  : and  the  fame  fire  had  deftroyed  the  gates  which  clofed  it, 
nor  had  any  thing  been  fubftituted  to  ftop  the  paflage;  fo  that,  if 
the  ftorm  had  been  immediately  and  defperately  attempted  this  way, 
the  enemy  had  nothing  to  oppofe  it,  but  the  arms  in  their  hands. 

All  thefe  circumftances  Major  Monfon  did  not  know;  but  the  com- 
mandant of  the  fort  feared,  and  anfwered  the  fummons  by  requefting 
to  march  away  with  the  honours  of  war:  to  which  Monfon  re- 
plied, that  the  whole  garrifon  muft  become  prifoners  of  war;  but 
that  the  inhabitants  ftiould  be  left  in  pofleffion  of  their  houfes  in  the 
pcttah,  the  officers  have  their  baggage,  and  the  Sepoys  might  go 
where  they  pleafed.  The  terms  were  accepted;  and  the  Englifti 
troops  marched  in  at  two  in  the  afternoon.  The  garrifon  confifted 
of  1 15  Europeans,  of  whom  10 1 were  military,  72  TopaflTes,  and 
250  Sepoys.  Befides  fmaller  arms  and  ftores,  there  were  in  the 
place  155  pieces  of  cannon  of  all  forts,  and  nine  mortars,  with  a 
large  ftock  of  ammunition  for  both.  Only  five  men  were  killed  in 
the  defence,  and  in  the  attack  only  three  Europeans,  one  of  whom 
was  a failor,  and  five  wounded.  Never  perhaps  was  fo  great  an 
armament  prepared,  to  fucceed  with  fo  little  loft,  excepting  when 
Delabourdonnais  took  Madrafs  in  1 746. 

Nevertheleft,  the  capture  was  well  worth  the  exertion : as  befides 
the  advantages  of  its  fituation  with  refpeft  to  the  fea,  it  afforded 
the  French  a conftant  and  certain  inlet  to  the  territories  of  Tanjore, 
and  by  various  purchafes  and  ceffions  from  the  government  they 
had  acquired  diftri<5ls  round  the  fort,  containing  1 1 3 villages,  of 
which  the  farms,  with  the  cuftoms  of  the  port  and  town,  never 
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1760.  produced  lefs  than  30,000  pagodas  a year,  fufficient  for  the  expence 
of  the  garrifon.  As  the  fort  was  too  fmall,  all  the  European  inha- 
bitants had  their  houfes  in  the  pettah,  which  were  w’ell  built,  as 
were  many  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  natives,  and  room  was  left  and 
marked  for  more  to  both.  The  Nabob  derived  no  advantage  by  this, 
fuccefs,  beyond  the  detriment  it  occaiioned  to  his  enemies;-  for  a. 
member  of  the  council  of  Madrafs  had  bejn  fent  in  the  fquadron,.  to. 
negotiate  with  Tanjore  for  the  redemption  of  the  diftrids. 

The  abfence  of  Colonel  Coote  and  Major  Monfon  had  left  the 
main  army  to  the  command  of  Major  Robert  Gordon,  who  moved 
with  it  from  Alamparvah  on  the  28th  of  hlarch,  and  on  the  ift  of 
April  encamped  at  Killenore,  from  whence  he  fent  forward  a detach- 
ment of  obfervation,  to  take  poft  at  Manoor,  within  five  miles  of 
Valdore..  The  fweep  of  country  to  the  weflward  of  Killenore  as 
far  as  Villaporum,  which  lies  20  miles  due  weft  of  Pondicherry,, 
abounds  in  cattle,  and  is  as  fertile  as  any  part  of  the  Carnatic,  and 
remained  at  tliis  time,  as  tlie  French  territory  became  every  day 
more  circumfcribed,  their  laft  refource  for  provifions.  All  the  coun- 
tries, which  had  been  reduced  to  the  fouth  of  Chittapett  and  Vandi^ 
valh  as  far  as  Permacoil,  had  been  let  by  the  Prelidency  of  Madrafs 
to  a Malabar,  named  Ramalinga,  who  accompanied  the  army  ready 
to  rent  more,  and  kept  feveral  companies  of  ii  regular  Sepoys  with 
him,  to  place  as  guards  in  new  diftrifts,  as  reduced#.  By  his  advice. 
Major  Gordon  refolved  to  fend  a detachment  againfi:  Villaporum. 
The  diflance  was  35  miles,  and  the  way  lay  between  the  garrifon 
of  Gingee  on  one  hand,  and  of  Valdore  on  the  other..  The  detach- 
ment confided  of  200  black  horfe,  and  five  companies  of  Sepoys, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Wood,  and  the  renter  accompanied 
with  his  people.  They  marched  from  Killenore  on.  the  3d  of  April, 
a little  after  fun-fet,  and  paffing  through. Vicravandi,  Captain  Wood,, 
with  the  horfe,  arrived  before  Villaporum  at  ten  the  next  morning, 
but  the  Sepoys  did  not  come  up  until  two  in  the  afternoon.  The 
bed  intelligence  that  could  be  obtained,  reported, . that*  there  were- 
30Q  Sepoys  and  40Q  horfe  in.  the  place;  and  at  fix,  as  foon  as  the 
Sepoys,  were  refr.efhed,  Wood  led.  them  to  the  attack,  which  could. 
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only  be  made  by  fcrambling  np  the  wall,  as  they  had  no  ladders.  lySo. 
Eight  or  ten  got  up  to  the  parapet,  but  three  or  four  mounting  at 
the  fame  time  were  killed,  which  deterred  thofe  who^ere  next  from 
followina:,  and  fluno;  the  whole  into  confufion,  on  which  the  enemv 
Tallied,  but  the  horfe  rode  in  between,  and  drove  them  back.  The 
Sepoys  rallied  again  in  the  pettah,  and  were  preparing  ladders  to 
cfcalade  before  day-break;  but  at  eight  o’clock  at  night  the  garrifort 
abandoned  the  fort.  Captain  Wood  placed  three  of  the  regular 
companies  of  Sepoys,  and  200  of  the  renters,  to  garrifon  it,  under 
the  command  of  an  Enfign  ; and  at  ten  at  night  fet  out  on  his  return 
with  the,  cavalry  and  the  other  company  of  Sepoys.  They  arrived 
at  one  in  the  morning  at  Vicrivandi,  where  he  left  this  company, 
and,  proceeding,  rejoined  the  camp  a little  after  fun-rife  with  the 
cavalry,  which  accompliflied  this  march  of  60  miles  in  36  hours. 

Since  the  retreat  of  the  French  army,  their  countries  to  the  wed- 
ward  of  Villaporum  and  Gingee,  and  the  forts  intended  to  proteft 
them,,  had,  like  this,  been  left  to  the  defence  of  fuch  troops  as  the 
renters  chol'e  to  levy  and  maintain;  and  in  the  end  of  March, 

Captain  Airey,  who  commanded  in  Chittapett,  and  from  thence  over 
Trinomaly,  fent  a detachment  of  Sepoys  to  enable  the  garrifon  there 
to  take  the  held,  which  in  a few  days  drove  the  guards  out  of 
Soolabgur,  Tricalour,  and  Trivaneloor:  thefe  three  forts  had  been 
taken  pofTeflion  of  by  Mahomed  Iffoof  and  Kiftnarow  of  Thiagar, 
v/hild  they  were  ravaging  the  countries  adjacent  to  tliem  during, 
the  fiege  of  Madrafs.  Soolabgur  is  fituated  on.  a hill  1 5 miles  s.s.w, 
and  Tricolour  on  the  plain  20  miles  s.  of  Trinomaly:  Trivelanoor 
hands  10  miles  s»e.  ofTricaloor,  and  20  s.  w.  of  Villaporum.  The 
French  garrifon  of  Gingee  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  Thiagar  on  the 
other,  were  the  neared  to  protedl  thefe  lelTer  forts;  but  both  were 
too  much  alarmed  for  their  own  fafety,  to  rilk  any  detachments 
abroad;  the  one  by  the  Nabob^s  camp  then  at  Volcondah,  the  other 
by  the  Englifh  army  at  Killenore.  Kidnarow,  after  the  lofs  of 
Thiagar  in  the  preceding  month  of  June,  had  remained  with  the 
Isabob  atTritchinopoly,  and,,  after  the  violory  of  Vandivadi,  obtained 
' his  permiffion  to  as  a free- hooter  hi  the  French  didrids,  and, 

having 
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1760.  having  plunder  to  offer,  eafily  enlilfed  a number  of  horfe,  Muth 
which  he  accompanied  the  Nabob  to  Volcondah,  and  from  thence 
trooped  aw'ay  to  the  country  about  Chilambarum,  where  they  were 
carrying  on  all  kind  of  ravage,  at  the  time  that  Captain  Wood 
marched  and  took  Villaparum. 

Colonel  Coote  recovered  of  his  wound,  rejoined  the  army  at  Kille- 
nore  on  the  7th;  and  the  next  day,  after  reconnoiting  Valdore,  fent 
off  350  of  the  black  horfe,  to  join  Kiftnarow  in  the  country  al)out  Chi- 
lambarum’; fo  that*  the  chain  of  troops,  or  polls,  was  now  eflablifned, 
which  encircled  Pondicherry  in  a fweep  of  70  miles,  from  that  place 
to  Allamparvah.  On  the  loth,  a large  number  of  Sepoys  were  fecn 
marching  into  Valdore  from  the  Gingee  road : they  were  what  remain- 
ed of  the  body  commanded  by  Zulphacarjung,  who,  when  driven  out 
of  the  pettah  of  Arcot  by  Captain  Wood,  continued,  until  this  fort 
was  taken,  at  the  back  of  Velore,  encouraged  for  fear  of  accidents  by 
IVIortizally.  From  Velore  he  marched  to  Gingee;  and  Mr.  Lally, 
yielding  to  the  reprefentation  of  Mr.  Deleyrit,  and  the  general  dif- 
couragement,  repreffed  his  prejudices  againft  thefe  troops,  and  re- 
called them  to  adt  again  with  the  European  force.  Zulpharcarjung 
left  a part  of  his  Sepoys  to  reinforce  Valdore,  and  marched  on  with 
the  reft  into  Pondicherry. 

The  next  day  Colonel  Coote  advanced  the  army  to  Manoor,  and 
fent  forward  Major  Robert  Gordon,  with  a large  detachment,  to 
take  pofteffion  of  the  pettah  under  the  fort  of  Valdore;  the  day 
after,  which  was  the  1 2th,  he  brought  up  the  reft  of  the  army,  and 
encamped  at  Cartaricopum,  a village  about  a mile  to  the  eaft,  nearer 
Pondicherry.  In  the  night,  two  batteries  were  commenced,  and 
fhells  thrown,  which  the  garrifon  anfwered  by  fhot,  and  both  were 
employed  without  mifchief.  The  next  day  all  the  cavalry,  not  on 
duty,  were  detached,  under  the  command  of  a Lieutenant,  to  re- 
connoitre: and  proceeded  to  the  hither  end  of  the  Red-hill.  The 
French  cavalry  with  fome  platoons  of  infantry  advanced  towards 
them,  and  made  fome  evolutions  as  intending  to  fall  on  their  flanks, 

' which  the  Englifh  cavalry  prevented  by  contrary  motions,  and  re- 
turned 
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turned  to  camp.  They  had  perceived  at  a diftance  a large  cloud  of* 
duff,  as  of  troops  with  cannon,  advancing  from  Pondicherry. 

The  fort  of  Valdore  flands  nine  miles  n.  n.  w.  of  Pondicherry. 
Its  form  is  an  exa6t  parallelogram,  fquaring  with  the  compafs;  and 
extending  300  yards  from  e.  to  w.  and  210  from  N.  to  s.  Itisfitu- 
ated  in  a plain,  and  its  original  fortifications,  like  the  generality  of 
the  forts  in  the  country,  were  a rampart  with  towers,  a faufl'e-bray, 
and  a ditch.  Mr.  Dupleix,  had  railed  a glacis  on  the  north-fide,. 
and  had  converted  the  center  tower  on  this  fide,  and  that  in  the  s.  w. 
angle,  into  baftions  with  faces  and  flanks;  but  the  pcttah,  which- 
is  to  the  weft,  remained  within  1 50  yards  of  the  wall : fb  that  the 
vicinity  of  Pondicherry  was  its  heft  defence.  In  the  morning  of  the 
14th,  one  of  the  batteries  opened;  it  fronted  and  battered  the  tower 
in  the  north-weft  angle  wfith  one  gun,  and  with  the  other  took  off 
the  defences  of  the  next  tower  in  the  weft  wall. 

The  duft  feen  the  day  before  was  from  a body  of  troops  marching 
to  encamp  under  Villenore.  The  intelligence  of  the  prefent  day  faid 
they  were  the  whole  army,  and  that  Mr.  Tally  intended  to  attack 
•the  Englifh  camj)  by  furprize  in  the  enfuing  night,  which  deter- 
mined Colonel  Coote  to  reconnoitre  them  himfelf  when  the  fun. 
abated  in  the  afternoon.  All  the  cavalry  in  two  divifions,  each  ac- 
companied by  five  companies  of  Sepoys,  marched  with  him.  When 
arrived  at  the  Red-hill,  oppofite  to  Villenore,  he  proceeded  along 
the  foot  of  it  with  one  of  the  divifions,  and  fent  the  other  acrols 
the  plain,  to  examine  the.  enemy’s  out-pofts  on  that  fide,  whilft  his 
own  divifion  came  ojjpofite  to  a body  of  Europeans,  with  two  field- 
pieces  drawn  up  in  the  high  road  neareft  the  hill,  leading  to  the 
bound-hedge.  They  cannonaded,  but  at  too  great  a diftance;  and 
Colonel  Coote  continued  under  the  fide  of  the  hill  until  dark,  in. 
order  to  perfuade  the  enemy  that  he  intended  to  patrole  the  field  all 
night;  but  returned  foon  after  to  the  camp.  Five  or  fix  Sepoys 
and  a horfe  were  killed  in  this  fervice.  In  the  fieg;e,  one  of  the  sfuns 
in  the  battery  was  ruined  by  the  fire  of  the  fort.  Shells  continued^ 
through  the  night,  and  the  next  morning,  which  was  the  15th,  the 

other. 
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1760.  other  battery  was  completed  and  opened.  It  faced  the  tower  in  the 
s.  w.  angle,  and  the  fire  from  both  continued  through  the  day  as 
hot  as  it  could  be  fafely  kept  up.  The  whole  of  the  French  troops 
had  affembled  at  Villenore  during  the  night,  and  puflied  on  ad- 
vanced polls,  whicli,  in  the  morning,  began  to  fkirmifh  with  thofe 
of  the  camp;  where  all,  excepting  the  men  at  the  batteries,  were 
kept  in  readinefs  to  turn  out  the  line,  but  the  enemy’s  main  body 
did  not  advance.  Intelligence  was  repeated  of  their  intentions  to 
attack  the  camp  this  night,  as  the  night  before : on  which  Colonel 
Coote  ftruck  the  tents  at  funfet,  as  if  he  meant  to  change  his  ground, 
but  pitched  them  again  in  the  fame  place  after  dark;  but  half  the 
troops  lay  on  their  arms  until  day-light.  The  howitz  continued 
through  the  night;  and  in  the  morning  the  batteries  which  had  been 
much  impaired  renewed  their  fire.  The  fkirmifhes  like  wife  recom- 
menced between  the  outguards  of  both  armies.  At  two  in  the 
afternoon,  both  breaches  appeared  pradticable ; and  a deferter  from 
the  fort  reported,  that  the  garrifon  had  nearly  expended  their  am- 
munition, and  were  inclined,  if  not  immediately  relieved,  to  fur- 
render;  on  which  Colonel  Coote  ordered  Major  Gordon,  who  com- 
manded the  attack,  to  fummons  the  commandment  at  four  o’clock,  at 
which  hour  he  fliould  proceed  himfelf  with  the  main  body  from  the 
camp,  and  offer  battle  to  the  enemy’s;  which  if  they  refufed, 
and  the  garrifon  to  furrender,  Major . Gordon  was  to  ftorm  the 
breaches,  and  Colonel  Coote  would  fend  affiflance;  but,  if  the 
enemy’s  army  came  to  an  engagement,  Gordon  was  to  march  from 
the  batteries  with  his  divifion,  and  form  the  third  line  in  the  order 
of  battle.  Accordingly  the  main  body  advanced  a mile  and  a half 
from  the  camp,  and  halted  in  light  of  the  enemy,  who  only  fent 
forward  their  European  cavalry  and  fome  Sepoys,  which  were  me^by 
parties  of  theEnglifh  cavalry,  European  and  black, fupported  likewife 
by  Sepoys,  and  fom-e  were  wounded  on  both  fides  by  fire-arms,  but  n% 
charges  made  hand  to  hand.  At  fix  o’clock,  Colonel  Coote  received 
word,  that  the  garrifon  of  Valdore  had  confented  to  furrender  without 
.terms  the  next  morning,  and  had  given  up  the  outer  gate,  on  which 

he 
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he  returned  with  the  line  to  the  camp.  The  garrifon  conhfted  of  a 1760. 
captain,  a lieutenant,  80  other  Europeans,  and  280  Sepoys : they 
had  loft  only  two  men  killed,  and  three  wounded;  and  the  Englilh 
not  more.  There  were  in  the  fort  25  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fome 
paddy.  Colonel  Coote,  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  pofleflion,  detached 
200  of  the  black  horfe,  with  300  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of 
Aftafbeg,  to  take  Trivadi,  in  which  were  fome  Sepoys  that  pro- 
te6led  the  diftridl:,  and  gathered  the  produce  for  the  French  govern- 
ment. 

Of  the  French  prifoners  which  had  been  taken  in  the  late  fuccefles, 
the  Prehdency  of  Madrafs  had  inlifted  60  of  thole  confined  there, 
and  fent  them  to  the  camp.  Thel'e  men,  as  foon  as  they  came  be- 
fore Valdore,  fo  near  their  own  army  and  their  capital,  deferted 
daily,  and  40  of  them  were  gone  before  the  place  was  reduced  ; 
fome  of  the  company  of  French  Volunteers  likewife  went  off,  al- 
though they  had  hitherto  behaved  with  as  much  fpirit  as  if  fighting 
under,  inftead  of  againft,  their  own  colours.  But  as  foon  as  Valdore 
fell,  new  deferters  began  to  come  over  from  the  enemy,  three,  four, 
and  five  in  a day : neverthelefs  all  that  remained  of  thofe  fent  from 
Madrafs  were  returned  thither  to  be  confined  again,  for  the  perfidy 
of  their  comrades. 

On  the  19th,  Colonel  Coote  went  out  again  in  the  afternoon, 
with  the  cavalry,  and  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  to  reconnoitre  on  the 
Red-hill ; the  French  cavalry,  fupported  likewife  by  fome  Sepoys, 
came  out,  and  advanced  along  the  neareft  avenue,  but  only  the  Se- 
poys on  either  fide  engaged,  and  that  with  diftant  firing,  until  four 
field-pieces  came  up  from  Villenore^  on  which  Colonel  Coote  re- 
turned to  the  camp.  Two  of  his  black  horfemen  were  killed,  and 
the  horfe  of  a trooper,  with  five  Sepoys,  wounded. 

During  thefe  operations  of  the  main  army.  Colonel  Monfbn  was 
advancing  with  his  divifion  from  Karical.  The  French  prifoners 
taken  there  were  fent  to  Tritchinopoly,  under  the  eftort  of  two 
companies  of  Sepoys,  and  of  60  of  the  Europeans,  who  had  been 
drawn  from  that  garrifon  on  this  fervdee ; two  other  of  thefe  com- 
panies, and  two  lent  by  the  Nabob,  with  1 2 Europeans,  w'ere  left  • 
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1 76,0.  in  Karical.  Captain  Jofeph  Smith,  with  the  reft  of  his  command 
from  Tritchinopoly,  of  which  30  were  artillery-men,  remained,  as 
did -half  the  marines  from  the  fquadron ; the  other  half,  with  all 
the  battering  artillery,  were  re-embarked.  The  Nabob  with  his 
troops,  likewife  accompanied  Major  Monfon.  They  moved  on  the 
loth  of  i\pri],  and  continued  by  the  road  along  the  fea-ftiore,  until 
■they  came  to  the  mouths  of  the  Coleroon  near  Devicotah,  when  they 
ftruck  to  the  weft,  and  pafted  the  river  in  its  Tingle  channel  oppo- 
fite  to  the  pagoda  of  Chilambarum.  At  the  paftage,  they  were 
■joined  by  Kiftiiarow,  with  his  party  of  horfe,  who  a few  days  be- 
fore had  intercepted  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  efcorting  three  tum- 
brils of  ammunition  to  Chilambarum,  vdiich  he  took,  having  killed 
and  difperfed  all  the  Sepoys,  and  gathered  up  their  arms.  Major 
Monfon  fummoned  this  place  on  the  1 9th ; and  on  refufal,  two 
eighteen-pounders  were  difembarked  from  the  fquadron,  which  was 
at  anchor  off  the  bar  of  Devicotah.  They  were  brought  on  cata- 
marans up  the  Coleroon,  and  joined  the  camp  the  jiext  day.  The 
flender  walls  of  the  pagoda  would  not  have  rcfifted  a fingle  fhot, 
and,  although  the  French  had  proje<51ed  redoubts  at  the  four  angles, 
and  one  in  the  middle  of  the  north,  and  another  of  the  fouth  wall ; 
thefe  works  had  only  been  carried  up  a little  way  in  earth,  and 
could  only  -ferve  for  cannon  fired  in  barbette  . icaftbldings  had  been 
eredled  for  mulketry,  and  there  was  a gun  in  each  of  the  towers  eft 
the  angles,  the  twilight  of  the  evening,  the  garrifon  perceived 
the  artillery-mcn  of  the  camp  bringing  fafeines  to  the  fpot  where 
the  battery  was  intended,  and  miftook  the  fafeines  for  fcaling-lad- 
ders;  on  which  the  officers  held  a confultation,  which  did  not  re- 
folve  until  midnight ; when  the  camp,  to  their  great  furprize,  faw  a 
number  of  torches  held  out  together  upon  the  wall,  and  difeovered 
amon^ft  them  a white  flag,  which  the  torches  were  illuminating. 
The  flo-nal  of  furrender  was  accepted ; fome  troops  advanced  to  the 
gate,  and  were  admitted  on  the  promife  of  good  treatment  to  the 
o-arrifon  ; which  confifted  of  eight  officers,  and  40  other  Europeans. 
The  next  day,  the  marines  were  lent  to  Devicotah,  to  be  re-embarked 
on  the  fquadron;  and  Kiftnarow,  with  his  horle,  was  detached  to 
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defiroy  the  French  diflridls  about  Cuddalore.  This  way  lay  the  1760, 
nearell  road  to  Valdore  ; but  Major  Monfon,  imagining  that  Mr. 

Tally  might  pod:  a force  at  Cuddalore  to  interrupt  the  march  of  his 
own,  which  was  not  Prong  in  Europeans,  if  they  fliould  take  this 
route;  and,  being  unwilling  to  expofe  the  perfon  of  the  Nabob  to 
any  danger,  refolved  to  turn  inland,  and  attack  Verdachelum;  from 
whence  he  might  proceed  to  Valdore,  keeping  the  main  body  of  the 
army  between  his  own  divifion  and  Pondicherry. 

The  enemy  kept  only  Sepoys  in  their  Pation  at  Trivadi,  who 
abandoned  it  on  the  approach  of  APafbeg’s  detachment,  although 
they  came  without  cannon.  Encouraged  by  this  cafy  fuccefs,  APaf- 
beg  proceeded  towards  Cuddalore,  where  the  fame  panic  had  pre- 
\ ailed,  and  no  troops  remained  to  oppofe  his  entrance ; but  the  town 
was  not  entirely  deferted  by  the  inhabitants.  I'his  Pation  was  of 
much  utility,  as  the  road  was  in  fight,  and  at  this  feafon  to  wind- 
ward of  Pondicherry  : two  companies  of  Sepoys  were  poPed  in  the 
town  ; the  houfes  of  the  factory  w'ere  prepared  to  ferve  as  an  hofpi- 
tal  to  the  fquadron  ; bullocks  were  fent  oP'  to  fupply  the  fliips  with 
frePi  provifions ; and  the  few  boatmen  remaining  in  the  town  re- 
ceived encouragement  to  colledl  more  of  their  own  craft  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  coaP.  On  the  25th  Rear-admiral  CorniPi  an- 
chored in  the  road,  with  the  fix  men  of  war  from  Karical,  and  on 
the  29th  was  joined  by  Admiral  Stevens,  with  four  more  from  Bon]^- 
bay  : they  were  part  of  the  nine,  which  compofed  Mr.  Pococke’s 
fquadron  in  the  preceding  year,  two  of  which  were  arrived  before 
with  Mr.  CorniPi.  Of  the  three  others,  the  Salifbury  was  not  com- 
pletely repaired,  and  the  Cumberland  had  not  entered  the  dock 
when  Mr.  Stevens  failed ; the  Yarmouth  remained,  in  confe- 
quence  of  orders  from  the  admiralty,  to  convey  Mr.  Pococke  to 
England,  from  whence  he  had  been  abfent  five  years.  All  the  pre- 
fidencies  follow^ed  him  with  the  moP  grateful  acknowledgements  of 
the  eminent  fervices  he  had  rendered  the  nation  during  his  conti- 
nuance and  command  in  the  feas  of  India,  w'hich  he  completed,  by 
efcorting  fafely  from  St.  Helena,  in  the  heat  of  the  war,  1 3 fail  of  the 
company’s  Piips  returning  from  their  fettlements,  which  arrived  in 
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1 760.  England  in  the  Odlober  following,  and  were  the  richeft  fleet  that 
had  ever  entered  the  Thames  at  one  time. 

The  t^^■o  armies  had  continued  in  their  refpe(5live  encampments,, 
their  advanced  guards  in  full  fight,  and  continually  alarming  one 
another  ; and  on  the  27th  at  day- break,  the  French  cavalry,  with  50- 
of  their  infantry,  attacked  a poft  of  Sepoys  and  black  horle,  killed 
fix  or  feven  of  each,  and  wounded  more ; and  loft  themfelves  two 
huffars  killed,  and  their  officeiv  with  feveral  wounded. 

Nothing  of  confequence  pafTed  for  feveral  days  after,  and  in  the 
night  between  the  firft  and  fecond  of  May,  the  whole  French  army 
decamped  from  Perimbe,  and  retreated  clofe  to  the  bound-hedge,, 
leaving  only  an  advanced  jioft  with  two  guns  about  half  a mile  in 
front  of  the  main  body.  Colonel  Coote  went  in  the  afternoon,  with 
his  u(ual  efcorte  of  horfe  and  Sepoys,  to  reconnoitre  their  polition, 
and,  advancing  too  near,  feveral  of  his  Sepoys  were  killed  by  the 
fire  of  the  cannon  from  the  advanced  pod:. 

Major  Monfon  with  his  divifion,  and  the  Nabob  with  his 
troops,  arrived  before  Verdachelum  on  the  26th.  This  place  flands 
60  miles  N.  N.  w.  of  Chillambrum,  and  60  s.  w.  from  Valdore.  It 
IS  extenfive,  and  was  originally  a pagoda,  and  although  converted 
into  a fort  by  the  addition  of  towers  at  the  angles,  and  projected 
mades  of  mafonry  in  each  of  the  fides  as  gateways,  flill  continued 
of  very  feeble  defence  againfl  cannon.  It  feemed  therefore  only 
to  acquit  his  military  honour,  that  the  commanding  officer  refufed 
to  furrender  on  the  firil  fummons  ; for  the  next  day,  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  two  eighteen-ppunders  in  battery,  he  of  his  own  ac- 
cord threw  out  the  white  flag,  and  furrendered  at  difcretion.  His 
garrifbn  were,  befides  himfelf  and  another  officer,  13  Europeans,  and 
150  Sepoys.  This  place  as  well  as  Chillambrum  was  delivered  over 
to  the  Nabob,  v/ho  gave  them  in  charge  of  his  own  Sepoys,  and  put 
both  garrifons  under  the  command  of  Kifinarow.  He  was  here, 
joined  by  his  brother,  Maphuze  Khan,  who  when  leaf!  expebled,. 
had  left  the  Pulitaver  in  the  beginning  of  January,  and  joined  Ma- 
homed IfToof  at  Tinivelly ; from  "whence  he  was  fent,  with  an  ef- 
corte, to  Puducotah,  the  principal  town  of  the  poly  gar  Tondiman, 
2 where 
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where  he  remained,  ftill  full  of  fufpicions  of  the  evil  intentions  of  1760. 
the  Nabob,  until  encouraged  to  truft  him  by  repeated  affurances 
from  the  Prefidency,  that  no  harm  fhould  befall  him.  He  arrived 
with  very  few  attendants,  and  had  not  money  to  entertain  more. 

From  Verdachelum,  the  troops  continued  their  route  by  Villaporum 
and  Vicravandi,  and  arrived  at  Valdore  on  the  3d  of  IMay.  The 
Nabob  remained  in  the  camp  until  the  loth,  much  delighted  with 
the  army  and  commanders,  wlio  had  reftored  him  to  fo  great  a part 
of  his  dominions.  He  then  proceeded  to  Madrafs,  in  order  to  re- 
gulate with  the  Prefidency  the  modes  of  adminillration  in  the  coun- 
tries which  had  been  recovered. 

The  French,  when  they  abandoned  Cuddalore,  demolifhed  the 
parapets  of  the  baftions,  took  down  the  three  gates,  and  made  fe- 
veral  breaches  in  the  rampart,  and  the  whole  face  of  the  town  front- 
ing the  fea  never  had  a wall.  Several  informations  had  been  lately 
received,  that  Mr.  Tally  intended  to  retake  Cuddalore,  of  which 
Colonel  Coote  advifed  the  officers  there,  and  warned  them  to  keep 
i|)ecial  guard.  On  the  loth  at  night,  100  Europeans  with  60 
huffars  and  three  companies  of  Sepoys,  entered  the  town,  furprized 
and  difperfed  the  Sepoys,  and  advanced  to  the  hofpital,  where  they 
took  five  furgeons,  fix  petty  officers,  and  58  Tailors  and  marines  be-  ' 
longing  to  the  fquadron,  moftly  fick,  whom  they  carried  away,  and 
left  none  of  their  own  men  to  maintain  the  place.  The  next  day, 
a reinforcement  of  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  with  20  of  the  Eu- 
ropean horfe,  and  a field-piece,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald,  \v ere  fent  into  the  town  from  the  camp,  and  60  marines 
were  landed  from  the  fquadron.  At  four  in  the  enfuing  morning, 
whilE  it  was  yet  dark,  a Wronger  party  than  the  night  before  en- 
tered the  town  again,  and  cook  the  field-piece  ; but,  finding  more 
refiflance  than  they  expe6ted,  retreated  over  the  rivers  towards  Fort 
St.  David,  of  which  the  fortifications  had  been  fo  completely  de- 
molifhed, that  a fingle  redoubt  was  not  left  to  give  port  to  a 
company  of  infantry.  Lieutenant  Fitzgerald,  wdth  the  huffars  and 
fome  Sepoys,  for  all  would  not  move,  and  none  of  the  marines,  fol- 
lowed, and  hung  in  their  rear,  until  they  had  recroffed  the  Panat 

beyond 
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beyond  Fort  St.  David;  where  the  enemy  abandoned  the  field- 
piece  they  had  taken.  It  was  faid,  that  the  commander  was  killed, 
three  other  officers  wounded,  and  32  of  the  common  foldiers  killed 
and  wounded.  Of  the  Englilhi  troops  a Jemidar  with  20  Sepoys 
were  wounded,  and  a Subadhar  was  killed.  From  this  earnefinefs, 
other  attempts  were  expected,  and  diligence  was  ufed  to  render  the 
place  more  defenfible,  and  the  Sepoys  were  augmented  to  yco.  On 
the  20th,  information  was  received,  that  the  enemy  intended  ano- 
ther attack,  with  a much  greater  force  than  the  lafi ; on  which. 
Colonel  Coote  detached  an  officer,  with  30  Europeans,  and  300 
black  horfe,  to  interrupt  their  parties,  or  fuccour  the  place.  The 
officer  went  with  the  Europeans  into  the  town,  and  ftationed  the 
horfe  at  a dilfance  without ; between  one  and  two  in  the  morning, 
the  expedicd  attack  was  made  by  700  Europeans,  400  Sepoys,  150 
of  the  French  horfe,  \^’hich  v/ere  half  this  body:  and  they  had  four 
field-pieces.  They  divided  into  five  different  affaults  ; all  entered  the 
town,  but  were  flopped  at  the  traverfes  \^dlich  had  been  thrown  up 
in  the  ftreets  leading  to  the  hofpital,  which  refiffed  the  diredt  fire 
'of  their  field-pieces,  and  commanded  their  mufleetry.  They  how- 
ever perfiffed,  until  tW'O  of  their  officers  were  killed,  and  60  private 
men  killed  and  wmunded.  The  Englifh  officer  follow'-ed  them,  wdth 
the  black  horfe  and  fome  Sepoys,  to  the  Panar : but  their  cavalry 
and  field-pieces  keeping  in  order  in  the  rear,  deterred  any  effedlual 
attempt  to  interrupt  their  retreat. 

On  the  23d,  the  Salilbury  joined  the  fquadron  from  Bombay,  and 
brought  from  thence  *to  the  afiiffance  of  the  army  three  companies 
of  the  royal  artillery,  which  the  King  had  fent  for  the  defence  of 
that  ifland  ; and  the  government  there,  very  judicioufly  to  the  coaft, 
where  thev  were  more  immediately  w^anted.  They  were  178  men, 
exclufive  of  officers,  all  found,  and  joined  the  army  a few  days 
after  from  Cuddalore,  where  they  landed.  After  the  retreat  of 
the  French  troops  to  the  bound-hedge,  the  two  camps  were  at 
too  great  a diftance  to  afford  fuch  continual  occafions  of  Ikirmlffi 
as  before. 
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The  fiiccefTes  of  the  Englifli  army,  had  not  a little  conduced  to 
encreale  the  diffentions  which  had  long  rent  the  government  of 
Pondicherry,  where  calamity,  inftead  of  reconciling,  only  exafj^erated 
the  animofities  of  thofe  v/ho  v/ere  fharing  the  fame  diftrefies.  The 
lofs  of  Permacoil  was  imputed  to  the  retreat  of  the  army,  \vhich  v\'as 
on  march  to  relieve  it  ; but  they  were  only  faulty  in  not  having  ad- 
vanced with  more  expedition;  and  in  either  cafe  Mr.  Lally,  not 
being  prefent,  was  exempt  from  blame  : which  neverthelefs  was 
urged,  becaufe  the  officer  who  commanded  in  his  abfence  was  of 
his  own  regiment,  and  fuppofed  to  be  much  in  his  favour.  The  fall 
of  Alamparvah  was  afcribed  to  the  lofs  of  Permacoil,  and  Valdore 
to  malignant  treachery,  that  Pondicherry  might  be  deprived  of  the 
laft  poll  which  remained  to  protedl  any  convoys  which  might  at- 
tempt to  get  into  the  town.  Mr.  Lally  was  informed  of  what  every 
one  thought  and  faid  concerning  himfelf ; and  retaliated  with  far- 
cafms  on  their  forenefs  for  the  lofs  of  their  own  peculations  out  of 
the  diftridls  which  he  had  been  obliged  to  abandon.  In  this  flate  of 
virulence  were  minds,  when  the  Iquadron  with  Mr.  Corniffi  was 
working  up  tlic  ccaft  to  Karical.  There  were  in  the  town  of  Pon- 
dicherry, 600  Europeans,  invalids,  lit  only  for  garrifon  duty  : and 
the  inhabitants  were  ‘oo  more  Eurojieans.  Thefe,  added  to  the 
regular  troops,  would  contribute  to  make  a formidable  difjday,  which 
Mr.  Lally  intended  to  exhibit  on  the  flrand  to  the  view  of  the 
fquadron,  as  they  were  paffing  through  the  road  : orders  were,  given 
in  confequence.  The  covenanted  fervants  of  the  French  company 
were  to  be  a pai  t of  the  parade  ; but  a little  before,  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed, they  came  into  the  court  of  the  government-houfe,  and 
Lent  up  word  to  Mr.  Lally,  that  they  would  not  march  unlefs  led  by 
the  Governor  and  Council,  whom  Mr.  Lally  had  exempted  from 
this  duty.  Mr.  Deleyrit,  the  governor,  immediately  offered  to  put 
himfelf  at  their  head  ; but  the  counfellors  coming  in,  faid,  that  none 
of  the  Company’s  fervants  were  obliged  to  bear  arms  out  of  the  walls 
of  the  town.  On  this  declaration,  Mr.  Lally  arrefted  the  two 
I'pokefmen  of  the  Council,  and  two  of  the  forwardefl  of  the  repug- 
nahts,  difarmed  and  difmiffed  the  reff,  and  went  on  with  the  review 
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1760.  without  them.  The  offence  and  punifhment  left  no  bounds  to  the* 
mutual  averlion  between  him  and  the  company’s,  fervants.  VVhilft 
the  Englifh  army  were  attacking  Valdore,  two  fhips  arrived  from  the 
iflands:  they  brought  neither  troops  nor  money,  but  unfavourable 
advices,  which  were  with  much  caution  fuppreffed,  and  publiflied 
as  good  news  with  falute  of  cannon,  fireworks,  and  rejoicings,  “ That 
“ Mr.  D’ Ache’s  fquadron,  reinforced  from  France  to  25  fail  of  the 
“ line,  might  be  foon  expefted  on  the  coaft,  with  a large  body  of 
“ land  forces  on  board.”  After  the  fall  of  V aldore,  a few  enclo- 
fures  under  the  guns  at  Villanore  and  Ariancopang,  with  the  ground 
within  the  bound-hedge,  and  the  town  of  Pondicherry  itfelf,  con- 
tained all  the  live  provifions,  on  which  the  colony  was  to  rely  for 
their  future  fuflenance,  and  all  further  means  were  precluded  of 
bringing  in  grain  or  other  articles  of  ftore  from  the  country  v/ith- 
out ; for  although  Gingee  and  Thiagar  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  French,  their  fituation  was  diflant,  and  their  garrifons  not  flrong 
enough  to  furnifh  fufficient  efcorts,  and  no  parties  equal  to  the  fame 
purpofe  could  be  detached  from  the  main  body,  without  incurring 
the  rifque  of  interception.  When  the  farm  of  the  diftri6ts  adja- 
cent to  Pondicherry  was  taken  from  the  European  renters,  and  let 
to  the  Malabar,  after  the  defeat  at  Vandivalh,  there  was  a fufficient 
quantity  of  grain  on  the  ground  in  reach  of  Pondicherry,  to  have 
flocked  the  place,  as  fome  fay,  for  years ; but  money  was  then  more 
fcarce  than  vi61uals,  and  the  new  farmer  was  permitted  to  fell  his 
grain,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  pay  his  rent  in  coin  into  the 
treafury,  inflead  of  delivering  grain,  as  acquittal,  into  the  maga- 
zines. As  foon  as  Permacoil  and  Alamparvah  fell,  and  the  Engliffi 
army  advanced  between  Gingee  and  Pondicherry,  Mr.  Lally  faw  this 
error,  and  that  it  was  not  retrievable,  but  by  means  which  he  had  hi- 
therto, with  too  much  prefumption,  defpifed. 

Hyder  Ally,  the  general  of  the  Myforeans,  had  at  this  time  ac- 
quired the  whole  power  of  the  government.  He  had  lately  taken 
the  King  out  of  the  hands  of  his  uncle,  the  Dalaway,  whom  we 
have  feen  commanding  the  Mylbre  troops  before  Tritchinopoly. 

The 
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The  Dalaway  had  agreed  to  retire  to  the  fort  of  Myfore  with  a 1760. 
jaghire  allowed  for  his  maintenance  and  fecurity,  and  Hyder  Ally 
was  left  without  controul;  for  the  King  was  young,  weak,  and 
timid.  Not  unmindful,  how'^ever,  of  a reverfe  of  fortune,  Hyder 
Ally  caft  about  to  get  feme  place  of  refuge  immediately  for  his 
treafures,  and  contingently  for  his  own  perfon ; and  judicioufly  pre- 
ferred Thiagar  in  the  Carnatic,  as  well  tor  the  difficulty  of  accefs 
to  it  from  Myfore,  as  the  inexpugnable  nature  of  its  fortifications. 

A Portuguefe  monk,  named  Norognha,  who  aifumed,  and  perhaps 
had  obtained,  the  title  of  Bifhop  of  Halicarnaffus,  had,  l)y  refidence 
under  the  pretext  of  religious  miffion,  acquired  much  knowledge  of 
the  adjacent  countries,  as  well  as  of  the  Carnatic  itfelf,  and  Mr. 

Lally,  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Pondicherry,  gave  him  his  con- 
fidence, and  employed  him  in  all  his  tranfaftions  wdth  the  chiefs  of 
the  country.  The  bifhop  performed  his  commiffions  with  zeal;  for 
he  was  greedy  of  money,  and  it  is  a common  cuftom  in  India  to 
give  feme  to  the  negotiator  of  a treaty.  It  was  he  who  bargained 
for  the  Morattoes  who  joined  the  French  army  at  Arcot ; after 
which  he  continued  in  Velore,  w^atching  over  opportunities,  and 
either  fuggefted  to  Hyder  Ally,  or  difeovered  his  inclinations,  to 
obtain  Thiagar.  Mr.  Lally  feeing  no  other  means  of  procuring 
relief  to  the  neceffities  wfoich  began  to  threaten  Pondicherry, 
repreffed  the  contempt  with  which  he  had  hitherto  regarded 
the  military  faculties  of  the  princes  in  India,  and  font  two  ofohis 
officers  to  conclude  the  treaty  with  Hyder  Ally,  It  agreed, 

“ that  Hyder  fhould  immediately  fend  a body  of  2000  horfe,  and 
“ 3000  Sepoys,  wdth  artillery,  who,  on  their  arrival  at  Thiagar, 

“ were  to  be  put  in  poirefTion  of  that  fort,  and  of  Elvanafore,  with 
“ the  dependencies  of  both,  wfoich  were  to  remain  the  property  of 
“ the  Myforcans  in  perpetuity  as  long  as  the  flag  of  France  exifted 
“ in  India.  This  army  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  100,000  rupees 
“ a month,  from  the  day  of  their  arrival  at  Thiagar.  Ten  eighteen- 
“ pounders  were  to  be  given  as  a prefent  to  Hyder,  exclufive  of  the 
“ artillery  in  the  two  forts,, wffiich,  as  well  as  all  the  military  flores, 

“ was  to  be  delivered  with  them.  His  troops  were  to  be  furnifhed 
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with  ammuHition,  whilft  lerving  for  the  French;  who,  after  the 
“ Carnatic  fliould  be  cleared,  were  to  affift  him  in  conquering  the 
“ fouthern  countries  of  Madura  and  Tlnivelly.  Befides  the  number 
“ already  flipulated,  Hyder  Ally  engaged  to  fupplv  rooo  horfe  and 
“ 2000  Sepoys  more  : in  conlideration  of  which,  half  the  countries 
“ which  fhould  be  recovered  in  the  Carnatic,  were  to  be  aflisned  to 
“ his  government,  excepting  the  French  company’s  domains  of 
“ Villenore,  Valdore,  Bahoor,  and  Alamparvah  : the  territory  of 
“ Vellore,  as  belonging  to  Mortizally,  their  ally,  and  the  diftridts  de- 
“ pendant  on  Trinomalee,  having  been  granted  in  appanage  to  Ra- 
“ jahfaheb,  the  fon  of  Chundafaheb,  were  likewife  exempted  ; and 
“ whatfoever  portion  of  the  Carnatic  fliould  fall  to  the  Mvforeans, 
“ was  to  be  delivered  back  to  the  French,  in  proportion  to  the  pro- 
“ grefs  of  the  acquifltions  in  the  fouthern  countries.” 

The  negotiation  was  condu6ted  with  fo  much  fecrecy,  that  no 
furmifes  of  it  were  obtained  by  the  Englifli  until  the  24th  of  May, 
jufl;  as  their  late  fuccelfes  feemed  to  have  left  nothing  on  the  land, 
which  could  interrupt  the  profecution  of  their  intention  to 
blockade  Pondicherry  ; for  which,  preparations  were  making  at 
Madrafs,  when  Colonel  Coote  received  intelligence  of  this  un- 
expected alliance  by  a letter  from  one  of  his  correfpondents  in 
Pondicherry,  fignifying,  that  Mr.  Tally  was  preparing  a confider- 
able  detachment,  to  march  and  join  Hyder  Ally  at  Thiagar. 
Hyder  it  was  known  was  not  there,  nor  was  there  any  probability 
that  his  other  interefl;  would  permit  him  to  leave  Seringapatam  : 
nor  were  any  difpofitions  obferved  in  the  enemy’s  encampment, 
which  fignified  fuch  a detachment  as  was  faid  to  be  going.  On  the 
30th,  Colonel  Coote  went  out  to  reconnoitre  them  himfelf,  accom- 
panied as  ufual  by  the  black  horfe  and  Sepoys.  The  enemy  can- 
nonaded hotly,  and  killed  fome  of  the  horfemen  ; but  Affaf  beg,  with 
two  or  three  fquadrons,  broke  in  upon  their  Sepoys,  and  killed  14 
of  them.  Nothing  appeared  for  feveral  days  after  to  confirm  the 
intelligence  ; and  Colonel  Coote  began  to  regard  it  as  a rumour 
thrown  out  by  Mr.  Tally  himfelf,  to  conceal  fome  other  deflgn, 
when,  on  the  7th  of  June,  he  received  a confirmation  of  it  from 

Kift- 
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Kiftnarovv,  who  had  been  ordered  to  look  out,  and  had  advanced 
W'ith  his  party  to  Volcondah. 

The  firft  divifion  of  the  Myfore  troops,  conlifting  of  looo  horle, 
and  2000  Sepoys,  arrived  at  Thiagar  on  the  4th  of  June,  and  the  next 
day  fome  of  their  parties,  roaming  to  colledl  cattle,  fkirmidied  Vvdth 
Kiftnarow’s  near  the  pettah  of  Volcondah.  The  reft  of  the  divifiou 
Pill  remaining  at  Thiagar  were  30  miles  nearer  Pondicherry  ; and 
Kiftnarow  believing  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  their  numbers,  and 
being  in  want  of  ammunition,  hurried  back  to  protedt  the  diftridls 
of  Verdachelum,  which  had  been  entrufted,  not  without  profit,  to 
his  care;  from  hence  he  fent  his  report  and  his  fears  to  Colonel 
Coote,  with  earneft  requeft  of  reinforcements  ; and  then,  he  laid,  he 
would  march,  and  beat  the  INlyforeans. 

A month  before  the  rumours  of  thefe  troops,  the  forces  which 
the  Mvfore  government  maintained  in  Dindigul  had  commenced 
hoPilities  againP  the  adjacent  Polygars  depending  on  Tritchinopoly  ; 
and  it  was  reported  that  they  intended  to  get  poPelTion  of  the 
pals  of  Nattam,  which  would  preclude  the  immediate  communica- 
tion between  Tritchinopoly  and  Madura.  But  as  the  Myforeans 
in  thefe  quarters  had  feveral  times  before  attacked  the  poPePions  of 
the  Nabob,  their  prefent  hoPilities  had  not  led  to  any  lulpicions  of 
the  greater  ePbrt  which  Uyder  Ally  was  preparing  againP  the 
Carnatic  ; nor  were  they  deemed  of  danger  to  require  immediate 
reliPance  from  this  province  ; but  Mahomed  Iffoof  fent  a detach- 
ment from  Tinivelly  to  Madura,  from  whence  they  were  to  take 
the  field  and  enter  the  diPridls  of  Dindigul ; and  the  troops  main- 
tained by  the  Nabob  for  the  protedlion  of  the  diPrifts  of  Tritchi- 
nopoly, aPembled  at  the  pafs  of  Nattam,  under  the  command  of 
HuPain  Cawn,  who  had  ferved  with  the  French  at  Terriore  and  Se- 
ringham  until  they  retreated  out  of  thefe  countries,  when  he  oPered 
his  fervice  to  the  Nabob,  and  was  accepted. 

The  heats  of  the  feafon,  lince  the  land-winds  had  fet  in  in  April, 
had  this  year  been  much  more  intenle  than  ufual ; and  had  Itruck 
licknefs  through  the  camp.  Sixty  Europeans  had  died,  and  300 
were  in  the  hofpital,  and  to  preferve  the  reP  from  the  Pm,  the  day- 
dijty  of  the  line  was  done  by  the  Sepoys.  From  the  fame  attention 
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fifty  of  the  late  deferters  had  been  incorporated,  and  called  the  Free 
Company,  under  the  command  of  two  French  officers,  brothers,  of 
the  name  of  Martin  ; like  the  French  volunteers,  they  were  intend- 
ed for  the  fervices  of  moll;  fatigue  and  danger,  and  were  now  em- 
ployed, for  the  firlT:  time.  They  marched  on  the  i oth,  accompanied 
by  25  Coffrees,  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  1000  black  horle,  and  an 
iron  gun  with  five  European  gunners,  to  join  Kiftnarow  at  Villapo- 
rum  ; as  it  was  fuppofed  the  Myforeans  would  attempt  to  pafs  either 
by  this  place  or  Trivadi. 

Although  no  regular  detachments  had  marched  from  Pondicherry, 
fmall  parties  to  the  amount  of  200  Europeans  had  palTed  at  different 
times  undifeovered  to  Gingee,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Thia- 
gar,  before  the  lirfl;  divifion  of  Myforeans  arrived  there  ; but  re- 
mained in  order  to  accompany  the  main  body  to  Pondicherry. 
Preparing  for  this  important  convoy  and  reinforcement,  the  garri- 
fons  both  of  Thiagar  and  Gingee  had  collefted  all  the  cattle,  which 
the  inhabitants  had  not  driven  out  of  their  reach  : but  the  My- 
fore  horfe  in  three  days  fwept  a much  greater  number  ; but  re- 
futed to  proceed  with  them,  until  fully  apprized  what  interruption 
they  were  likely  to  meet  in  the  way;  and  the  French  officers  were 
afraid  to  tell  them  that  they  only  ran  the  rifque  of  more  by  this 
delay. 

The  Martins  arrived  at  Villaporum  on  the  iith,  and  heard  no- 
thing of  Kiilnarow  ; and  the  commandant  of  Gingee,  thinking  he 
could  cope  with  their  detachment,  marched  from  his  forts  with  100 
Europeans,  fome  Sepoys,  and  black  horfe.  The  Martins,  as  well  as 
the  deferters  thev  commanded,  behaved  with  much  fpirit  in  their 
new  caufe,  and  repulfed  their  countrymen,  who  aded  but  faintly. 
Some  of  the  French  Sepoys  were  killed,  and  two  Europeans,  a To- 
paze,  and  a Coffree,  were  made  prifoners. 

Notwitbffanding  this  fuccefs  and  repeated  injundions  Kifinarow 
Fill  kept  aloof;  and,  as  it  was  fuppofed  that  the  Myforeans  already 
arrived  were  the  whole  body,  and  would  advance,  accompanied  by 
the  Europeans  from  Thiagar,  to  which  force  that  with  the  Mar- 
tins although  ffrong,  would  in  no  wife  ha\'e  been  equal,  another 
’ “ detach- 
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detachment  llronger  was  fent  from  the  camp : both  when 
joined  would  amount  to  190  European  infantry,  30  European  horfe, 
25  Coffrees,  600  Sepoys,  and  1600  black  horfe;  and  were  to  be 
commanded  by  Major  More,  the  fame  who  marched  in  January  to 
Tripetty,  and  had  lately  been  promoted  from  the  rank  of  captain. 

More  Myforeans  arriving,  they  called  in  their  parties,  and 
being  joined  by  40  or  50  of  the  French  troops  from  Thiagar, 
appeared  before  Tricalore  on  the  loth;  but,  the  Frenchmen 
having  brought  only  two  or  three  fmall  #field-pieces,  and  the 
fort  being  of  ftone,  the  Sepoys  within,  who  were  three  good  com- 
panies left  there  by  Captain  Airey,  refufed  to  furrender ; and 
by  the  fire  of  their  mulketry  from  the  walls  obliged  the  enemy  to 
retire  ; who  then  went  againfl  Tritchimungalum,  a fort  five  miles  to 
the  ealf,  where  the  garrifon,  which  was  likewife  of  Sepoys,  took 
fright,  and  evacuated  it  on  their  approach.  From  this  place  all 
the  Myfore  cavalry,  now  1500,  fet  off  for  Pondicherry,  driving  a 
multitude  of  cattle,  but  unaccompanied  by  any  troops  on  foot,  even 
their  own,  that,  if  interrupted,  the  horfe  might  be  free  tD  force  their 
way,  or  retire.  The  rule  of  thefe  countries  had  fo  often  been  Ihifted 
to  and  fro  by  the  fortune  of  war,  and  they  had  fuffered  fo  much, 
as  well  from  the  ravages  of  hoflility,  as  the  concuffions  of  unfettled 
government,  that  they  regarded  both  the  Englifh  and  French  at 
lead:  as  tyrants,  when  not  enemies;  and,  at  this  time,  the  renters 
and  heads  of  villages,  not  knowing  how  foon  they  might  have  new 
maftcrs,  gave  no  afiiifance  to  Major  More’s  detachment,  who,  dif- 
trefled  for  provifions,  and  mifled  by  falfe  intelligence,  advanced  from 
Villaporum  towards  Tricalore,  where  they  expedled  fupplies,  and 
hoped  to  intercept  the  Myforeans  in  their  route;  who  had  paffed  be- 
fore to  the  fouth,  by  Trivanelore,  and  arrived  at  Trivadi  on  the 
23d,  where  they  halted  the  da}\  Mr.  Tally,  apprized  of  their 
approach,  had  moved  his  whole  army  from  the  bound  hedge 
to  his  former  encampment  at  Perimbe  in  full  fight  of  Valdore, 
and  then  detached  50  of  his  European  cavalry  ta  join  the 
Myforeans  on  the  road.  Colonel  Coote  received  quick  intel- 
ligence of  their  arrival  at  Trivadi,  with  an  account  of  their  num- 
4 bei's, 
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bers,  and  immediately  fent  out  all  the  cavalry  remaining  in  the 
camp,  which  were  1000  black,  and  80  European  horfe:  they  were 
led  by  ValTerot,  but  whilft  proceeding  flraight  towards  Trivadi,  the 
hlyforeans  fded  off  from  thence  along  the  Panar,  until  they  reached 
the  bounds  of  Fort  St.  David,  and  then  croffing  the  plain,  and  keep- 
ing about  a mile  from  the  lea,  came  in  towards  the  evening  at 
Ariancopang,  three  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  French  camp  at  Perimbe 
They  fet  out  from  Trivadi,  v/ith  2000  head  of  cattle,  which  re- 
tarding their  march,  they  left  in  different  herds  in  various  places, 
intending  to  return  and  bring  them  in  by  detachments;  fo  that  only 
300  bullocks  arrived  with  them  at  the  French  camp. 

The  clay  after,  Mr.  Tally,  in  order  to  make  proof  of  their  fervice, 
advanced  with  them  all,  and  the  French  European  horfe,  towards 
the  grand  guard  of  the  Englifli  cavalry,  which  was  poffed  a mile  and 
a half  In  front  of  the  camp.  All,  when  at  a proper  diftance,  fet 
off  on  the  gallop,  and  furrounded  the  guard  on  every  fide.  Colonel 
Coote  immediately  pufhed  to  relieve  them  with  the  main  body  of 
the  cavalry,  from  the  camp ; but  before  they  came  up,  as  thefe  kind 
of  onfets  are  generally  decided  in  a very  few  minutes,  the  whole 
guard  v^'as  difperfed,  and  hurrying  back  to  take  fhelter  with  the 
main  bodv.  The  Mvforeans  carried  off  20  horfes  belonging  to  the 
black  cavalry,  and  feven  to  the  huffars. 

Enfign  Turner,  who  commanded  at  Cuddalore,  receiving  intel- 
ligence of  the  cattle  which  had  been  left  on  the  way,  went 
out  with  the  Sepoys  of  his  garrifon,  and  in  two  or  three  days  col- 
ledled  and  drove  in  900  of  them;  and  none  of  the  reff  got  into 
Pondicherry. 

The  detachment  of  Myforeans  efcorted  the  officers  appointed  by 
Uyder  Alley  to  fettle  the  treaty  and  the  plan  of  operations  with  the 
French  government.  A little  before  their  arrival  a report  had  been 
fpread,  that  orders  were  on  the  way  recalling  Mr.  Tally  to  France ; 
which  the  Myforeans  hearing  infifred  that  Mr.  Deleyrit,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  Council,  ffiould  fign  the  treaty ; had  they  re- 
fufed,  no  further  affiffance  was  to  be  expefted  ; they  therefore  ligned 
it,  but  at  the  fame  time  compofed  a proteff,  which  they  kept  en- 
tirely 
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firely  fecret  amongft  themfelves,  obje6Iing  more  efjpecially  to  the  1760. 
monthly  fum  which  the  Myloreaiis  were  to  receive  as  pay,  to  dif- 
charge  which  no  monev  exifted ; and  that  the  territories  ceded  to  them 
were  of  much  more  value  than  the  indefinite  fervices  they  v/ere  likely 

• j 

to  perform.  Neverthelefs  this  clandeftine  difapprobation  was  unvwr- 
thy  their  office,  being  calculated  to  exempt  themfelv^es  from  blame,  and 
to  exaggerate  it  on  Mr.  Tally,  if  affairs  fhould  better  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Myforeans;  at  the  fame  time  the  apparent  fandlion  evinced 
that  the  council  faw  no  immediate  means  fo  likely  to  flop  the  progrefs 
of  the  Englifli  fucceffes,  which  had  taken  every  thing  abroad  but 
Thiagar  and  Gingee,  and  were  at  this  inflant  menacing  the  capital, 
Pondicherry:  fb  that  had  the  council  meant  fincerely,  they  only  pro- 
mifed  the  half  of  what  they  had  loff,  or  never  poffeffed,  to  obtain  the 
only  chance  of  gaining  the  other  half,  perhaps  of  preferving  what 
remained.  The  treaty  was  figned  on  the  27th,  and  on  the  28th  at 
night  all  the  Myforeans  went  away,  promifing  to  return  very  fooii 
with  their  whole  force,  and  abundance  of  provifions.  'I'he  next  day 
the  French  army  retreated  from  Perimbe  to  the  bound-hed^e. 

In  this  interval,  the  fquadron  had  been  joined  by  two  fhips  of  the 
line  from  England,  the  Norfolk  of  74,  and  the  Panther  of  64  guns, 
which  anchored  at  Cuddalore  on  the  15th;  and  a few  days  after  one 
of  the  Company’s  fhips  arrived  from  Tellicherry  on  the  Malabar 
coaft,  wdth  a detachment  of  100  Europeans,  and  122  Topaffes, 
fent  from  that  fettlement  by  order  from  Bombay.  This,  w’ith  the 
detachment  of  artillery  which  arrived  a little  before,  w^ould  have  been 
a great  reinforcement  at  any  time,  but  was  at  this  junblure  more 
efpecially  feafonable ; and  thefe  exertions  did  honour  to  the  councils 
of  that  Prefidency,  which  had  hitherto  been  very  cautious  of  parting 
with  any  part  of  its  force. 

On  the  30th,  the  day  after  the  French  army  returned  to  their  bounds. 

Colonel  Coote  detached  the  remainder  of  the  hufifars,  who  were  20, 

500  black  horfe,  50  European  infantry,  and  four  companies  of  Sepoys, 
to  Major  More,  that  he  might  be  ftrong  enough  to  encounter  the 
whole  body  of  the  Myforeans  in  their  approach  to  Pondicherry. 

This  officer  had  been  joined  at  Tricalore  on  the  24th,  by  Kifina- 

row. 
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1760.  row,  with  500  horfe,  and  as  many  Sepoys.  They  proceeded  againfl 

July.  Trichimungalum,  which  furrendered  after  a Ihort  refiftance  on  the 
26th.  The  garrifoD  were  a ferjeant,  another  European,  and  180 
Sepoys,  with  a much  greater  ftore  of  ammunition  than  their  num- 
ber required.  They  had  colle6led  900  head  of  cattle  in  the  fort, 
and  a large  quantity  of  grain  in  the  town.  Major  Moore  was 
again  mifled  by  his  intelligence,  and  the  party  of  Myforeans  return- 
ing from  Pondicherry  to  Thiagar  paffed  again  out  of  his  reach. 

Mr.  Tally  determined  to  rifque  nothing  before  the  main  body 
of  the  Myforeans  arrived ; and  his  troops  were  too  If rongly  polled 
in  front  of,  and  within  the  bound-hedge,  to  be  attacked  by  a force, 
which  exceeded  them  fo  little  as  the  Endilh  army,  fince  the 
detachments  it  had  lately  fent  abroad.  So  that  both  armies  con- 
curring in  the  fame  caution,  in  expedation  of  the  fame  event, 
nothing  of  any  moment  paffed  between  them  for  twenty  days.  Co- 
lonel Coote,  in  this  interval,  went  to  Madrafs.  He  left  the  camp 
on  the  6th  of  July,  and  returned  on  the  1 4th.  The  next  day  he 
received  intelligence  from  Major  Moore,  that  the  Myforeans  were 
fet  out  from  Thiagar,  with  a very  large  convoy  of  provifions.  This 
intelligence  was  confirmed  the  next  day,  with  their  route ; and  at 
three  the  next  morning,  which  was  the  17th,  the  van  divifion  of 
the  army  under  Colonel  Monfon  moved,  and  took  poffeffion  of 
Perimbe,  which  is  the  ground  under  the  point  of  the  red-hill  direflly 
oppofite  to  Villenore,  The  reft  of  the  army  came  up  before  day- 
light; a party  was  immediately  detached  to  take  poffeffion  of  the 
pettah  of  Villenore,  and  make  preparations  for  batteries ; another 
deftroyed  a redoubt  on  the  hill  over  Perimbe,  which  the  enemy  had 
lately  crefted,  in  the  fpot  where  they  before  had  raifed  the  barracks  for 
their  cavalry,  which  Colonel  Coote  had  burnt  on  his  firfl:  excurfion 
to  reconnoitre  this  ground  fromPermacoil.  The  diftance  acrofs,  from 
the  Red-hill,  to  the  fort  of  Villenore  and  the  river  of  Ariancopang, 
is  little  more  than  a mile,  and  the  army  poffeffed  the  whole  fpace 
in  pofts  and  enclofures,  which  could  not  be  attacked  in  front  to- 
wards Pondicherry  without  great  difadvantage ; and  nothing  was 
apprehended  in  the  rear,  although  the  Myforeans  were  coming;  for 
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they,  it  was  not  doubted,  would,  as  before,  endeavour  to  join  the 
French  army,  by  avoiding  the  Englifh. 

On  this  day,  the  17th,  the  troops  with  Major  Moore,  and  the 
whole  body  of  the  Mylbreans,  advancing  by  different  routes,  arrived 
nearly  at  the  fame  hour  in  fight  of  Trivadl.  With  Moore  were 
180  European  infantry,  30  Coffrees,  and  50  huffars,  and  together 
with  Kiftnarow’s  the  black  horfe  were  1 600,  and  the  Sepoys  iioo. 
The  Myforeans  were  4000  horfe  well  mounted,  1000  Sepoys,  and 
200  Europeans,  or  Topaffes  of  the  French  army,  of  whom  a part 
managed  eight  pieces  of  cannon.  At  this  time,  when  the  Englifh 
troops  had  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  fuccefs,  it  was  fuppofed,  that 
the  force  with  Major  Moore,  notwithftanding  the  inequality  of 
numbers,  might  have  flood  at  leaf!  an  obflinate  brunt ; but  it  hap- 
])ened  otherwife ; for  by  fome  mifchance  or  mifcondubl,  of  which 
no  certain  account  has  ever  been  given,  they  were  totally  routed. 
'I’he  black  horfe  and  Sepoys,  who  it  is  faid  firfl  gave  way,  difperfed 
on  every  fide  ; five  and  twenty  of  the  huffars  were  cut  to  pieces, 
and  moft  of  the  reft  were  wounded  ; they  were  the  only  part  which 
behaved  with  firmnefs,  fighting  after  they  were  deferted  by  the 
European  infantry,  u ho  retreated  in  great  hurry  and  diforder  to  the 
fort  of  Tri\adi,  which  they  gained  with  the  lofs  of  15  killed  and 
40  wounded. 

The  news  of  this  misfortune  reached  Colonel  Coote  the  next  day, 
and  encreafed  his  anxiety  to  get  poffeffion  of  Villenore  ; for  it  was 
not  doubted  that  Mr.  Tally,  as  foon  as  'joined  by  the  Myforeans, 
would  make  every  effort  to  lave  this  place. 

I'he  left  of  the  Englifh  encampment  was  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
of  Perimbe,  and  it  extended  1 500  yards  to  the  right,  acrofs  the 
plain  towards  V^illenore.  Through  the  center  of  the  camp  paffed  a 
road  (railed  as  all  the  others  on  the  plain  above  the  common  level 
of  the  ground,  and)  with  a row  of  trees  on  each  fide.  This  avenue 
comes  almoft  in  a ftraig;ht  line  from  a redoubt  in  the  bound-hed^e, 
called  the  Mllenore  ; but  receives  its  name  from  the  village  of 
Oulgariw,  through  which  it  paffeth  about  half-way  between  the 
bound-hedge  and  the  hill  of  Perimbe.  At  a thoufand  yards  in  front 
VoL.  ir.  4 N of 
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of  the  Engliih  encampment,  and  2000  from  the  bound -hedge, 
another  avenue  called  the  Villenore,  ftrikes  off  from  the  avenue 
of  Oulgarry,  on  the  left  as  you  come  from  the  bound-hedge,  on 
the  right,  if  looking  from  the  camp.  The  V'illenore,  after  con- 
tinuing 400  yards  at  a right  angle  from  the  Oulgarry,  turns  nearly 
at  another  right  angle,  and  leads  ftraight  weff,  and  parallel  to  the 
other  avenue;  but  ceafes  midway  in  the  plain  between  Perimbe, 
and  the  fort  of  Villenore,  which  Colonel  Coote  was  preparing  to 
attack,  and  which  muff  always  be  diftinguifhed,  in  confidering 
our  narrative,  from  the  redoubt  of  the  fame  name  in  the  bound- 
hedge  : the  Villenore  avenue,  towards  its  termination,  covered 
the  right  flank  of  the  Englifli  camp.  From  a redoubt  in  the  bound- 
hedge,  at  1000  yards  to  the  right  of  the  avenue  of  Oulgarry,  com- 
menceth  another  avenue,  called,  as  well  as  the  redoubt  itfelf,  the 
Valdore:  this  avenue  continues  only  1000  yards  ftraight  to  the  weft, 
when,  ftopped  by  the  oppofition  of  the  Red-hill,  it  inclines  in  ano- 
ther ftraight  line  to  the  left,  until  it  has  verged  within  300  yards 
of  the  avenue  of  Oulgarry,  which  it  then  joins  in  another  ftraight 
line,  and  at  a right  angle  on  the  right,  exadly  facing  the  jundlion 
of  the  Villenore  avenue  on  the  other  tide  the  road,  fo  that  both  to- 
gether interfecled  the  avenue  of  Oulgarry  at  right  angles  in  the  fame 
point.  It  was  along  the  Valdore  avenue  that  Colonel  Coote,  with 
his  cavalry,  followed  the  French  troops,  when  they  retreated  before 
him  on  the  7 th  of  March,  the  firft  time  he  went  to  reconnoitre  the 
ground  about  Pondicherry.  Exaflly  oppofite  to  the  lecond  angle 
of  the  Valdore  avenue,  as  you  come  from  the  bound-hedge,  and 
the  firft  if  you  are  going  to  it  from  the  avenue  of  Oulgarry,  ftands 
a hillock,  the  higheft,  and  the  only  confpicuous  one  on  the  plain, 
detached  from  the  Red-hill ; from  the  outward  ridge  of  which  this 
hillock  is  about  300  yards  diftant  : thus  fituated,  it  commanded 
in  flank  the  third  or  laft,  and  in  flant  the  middle  or  fecond  turn- 
ing of  the  Valdore  avenue.  Colonel  Coote,  having  confidered 
all  the  ground  we  have  defcribed,  fortified  the  hillock  with  a 
clofed  redoubt  of  three  guns,  threw  up  a retrenchment  of  three 
guns  acrofs  the  avenue  of  Oulgarry,  1 50  yards  in  front  of  the 

fpot 


Book  Xir.  ViLLENORE. 

fpot  where  it  is  joined  by  the  two  others,  and  raifed  another  acrofs 
the  Villenore  avenue.  Both  retrenchments,  and  the  redoubt  on 
the  hillock,  lay  nearly  in  the  fame  line  in  front  of  tlie  camp,  which 
the  hill  of  Perimbe  defended  on  the  left ; on  the  right,  the  plain 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Villenore  avenue  was  open  and  pafifable  to 
cannon  and  cavalry,  even  to  the  rear  of  the  camp.  But  this  ap- 
proach would  now  be  protedled  by  the  troops  fiationed  in  the  vil- 
lages under  Villenore,  and  employed  in  the  attack  of  this  fort.  All 
the  three  works  were  finiflied  between  the  night  of  the  1 7th  and 
the  morning  of  the  19th.  This  difpofition  was  devifed  with  much 
fcience ; for  every  thing  was  obviated  which  might  produce  a gene- 
ral difafter,  if  the  troops  fhould  be  compelled  to  quit  the  attack  of 
Villenore,  of  which  the  fuccefs  was  fcarcely  probable,  if  the  enemy, 
as  might  be  expelled,  rifqued  boldly  for  its  fafety. 

A thirteen-inch  mortar,  fcnt  from  Madrafs,  and  landed  at  Cudda- 
lore,  arrived  in  camp  on  the  19th,  and  was  immediately  planted  to 
bombard  the  fort ; but  the  fhells  fent  with  it  were  too  fmall,  and 
would  not  take  any  certain  range,  and  heavy  rains  prevented  any 
W'ork  at  the  batteries  during;  the  nig;ht. 

The  next  morning  the  French  army,  not  yet  joined  by  the  whole 
body  of  hlyforeans,  appeared  advancing  along  the  river  of  Arian- 
copang,  as  if  they  intended  to  attack  the  detachments  fiationed 
to  guard  the  batteries ; on  which  Colonel  Coote  marched  from 
the  right  of  the  camp  with  the  two  battalions  of  the  Company’s 
troops,  and  half  the  horfe  and  Sepoys  to  meet  the  enemy,  who 
halted,  and  began  to  cannonade ; during  which  Draper’s  and 
Coote’s  regiments  with  the  reft  of  the  black  troops,  by  previous 
difpofition,  marched  from  the  left  of  the  camp  along  the  foot  of  the 
Red-hill,  as  if  they  intended  to  fiorm  the  redoubts  of  the  bound- 
hedge,  and  get  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  army.  Mr.  Tally  be- 
lieved this  feigned  intention  to  be  real,  and  immediately  retreated 
to  his  former  fiations  ; a few  of  the  Englifii  cavalry  and  Sepoys 
were  wounded.  In  the  evening  the  Myforeans  arrived  from  Trivadi 
with  3000  bullocks,  carrying  their  baggage,  and  drawing  their  ar- 
tillery, and  3000  more  laden  with  rice,  and  othec  provifions ; the 
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1760.  French  detachments  from  Thiagar  and  Gingee  accompanied  them: 
they  came  in  nnmolefied,  as  before,  by  Ariancopang,  and  their  ar- 
rival was  complimented  with  a long  falute  of  cannon.  In  the  even- 
ing the  guards  before  Villenore  were  reinforced,  and  double  diligence 
employed  through  the  night  at  the  batteries. 

The  fort  of  Villenore  was  a circle  50  yards  in  diameter  within  the 
wall ; it  was  furrounded  by  a ditch,  a covered-way,  and  a glacis  cut 
in  angles,  as  a flar.  The  rampart  was  a conftrudlion  of  malbnry, 
divided  into  ten  lodgements,  or  chambers,  which  were  arched,  the 
vaults  bomb-proof,  and  the  interfaces  at  top  were  filled  up  to  an 
equal  level,  which  formed  the  terrace  on  which  the  cannon  were 
mounted.  Each  of  the  chambers  was  likewife  opened  through  the 
outfide  of  the  wall  in  cafements  intended  for  cannon,  but  none 
'.vere  mounted  in  them.  The  breadth  of  the  rampart,  which  was 
the  length  of  the  chbrnbers,  was  30  feet,  and  reduced  the  area 
within  to  a fmall  pentagon,  which  in  no  diredtion  w'as  more  than 
45  feet  over;  fo  that  if  the  chambers  had  not  been  bomb-proof, 
the  place  could  not  have  flood  an  hour  againft  this  kind  of  artillery. 
Tw'o  villages  lay  near  the  fort,  one  direftly  north,  the  other  to  the 
north-eafl.  They  were  about  200  yards  from  each  other,  and  both 
were  occupied  by  the  Englilh  troops.  The  palTage  through  the 
rlacis  to  the  fort  w^as  ftraig-ht,  and  nothing  obflrudled  the  view 
quite  up  to  the  foot  of  the  w^all  but  the  barrier  gate,  and  the  draw^- 
bridge,  wTen  up ; neither  of  which  could  refifl  a fhot ; neverthelefs, 
the  French  had  negledled  to  cover  this  opening  by  a traverfe,  either 
in  front  or  behind  the  paffage.  The  advantage  w'as  taken,  and  a 
battery  of  twm  eighteen-pounders  w^as  erected  between  the  two  vil- 
lages, to  breach  through  the  opening : another  of  the  fame  force  was 
eredled  in  the  village  to  the  north,  to  deftroy  the  parapet,  and  take 
in  reverfe  the  part  intended  to  be  breached. 

Both  batteries  opened  with  the  day  on  the  1 6th.  At  nine  o’clock 
the  French  army,  with  all  the  Myforeans,  horfe  and  foot,  ap- 
proached along  the  bank  of  the  river  of  Ariancopang.  Some  of  the 
black  horfe  and  Sepoys,  with  three  field-pieces,  were  fent  from  the 
Englifh  camp  to  flop  their  advanced  parties,  whilfl  the  line  got 
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under  arms  ; and  as  foon  as  they  were  in  motion,  a detachment  of 
Europeans,  with  four  field-pieces,  filed  off  from  the  right  to  reinforce 
the  villages  of  Vhllenore.  By  this  time  the  batteries  there  had  beat 
down  the  parapet,  and  lilenced  the  enemy’s  fire  from  the  fort,  when 
two  companies  of  Sepoys  fet  off  on  the  full  run,  and  pofted  them- 
felves  under  the  brick  facing  of  the  covered-way,  in  a hollow,  where 
the  earth  had  not  been  filled  up,  as  in  other  parts,  to  the  crelf  of 
the  glacis  ; fome,  more  adventurous,  jumped  over  the  wall.  Still 
the  garrifon  had  nothing  to  fear  ; for  the  Sepoys  had  a ditch  to  pafs, 
and  a very  imperfeft  breach  to  mount ; but  the  commanding  officer 
held  out  a flag  of  truce,  and  opened  the  gates  to  a detachment  of 
Europeans,  who  haflened  up  on  the  firfl  fight  of  the  flag.  They 
immediately  railed  the  Englifh  colours  on  the  rampart,  and  turned 
the  guns  againfl;  the  French  and  Myforeans,  who  w'ere  advanced 
along  the  river-fide  within  the  random  reach  of  cannon-fhot.  The 
change  was  received  with  the  curies  of  every  man  in  the  French 
army.  All  the  lines  flopped  involuntarily,  and  at  once,  flricken  by 
horror ; and  Mr.  Tally,  more  confounded  than  any,  immediately 
ordered  the  whole  to  retreat  under  the  guns  of  Ariancopang.  There 
were  in  the  fort  30  Europeans,  1 2 CofFrees,  and  eight  pieces  of  can- 
non on  the  ramparts,  which  might  have  held  out  two  days  longer, 
before  the  Englifh  would  have  ventured  to  florm  ; and  ten  minutes 
more  in  the  prefent  hour  would  have  brought  on  a general  engage- 
ment to  decide  its  fate.  Of  all  his  luccefles.  Colonel  Coote  deemed 
this  the  mofl  fortunate,  becaufe  leafl  expedled.  Neverthelefs  he  had 
exerted  much  ability  to  place  the  army  in  a fituation  to  make  the 
attack  in  fight  of  the  enemy’s,  and,  if  it  failed,  have  nothing  un- 
equal to  apprehend. 

The  firfl  arrival  of  the  Myforeans  in  the  province  had  alarmed 
the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs,  as  much  as  it  furprized  the  army;  for, 
befides  the  interruption  they  might  give  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  war, 
the  Nabob’s  revenues  were  lofl  wherever  their  parties  appeared;  and, 
as  horfe,  they  might  in  the  back  country  extend  their  ravages  from 
Tritchinopoly  to  Arcot : and  this  detriment  was  the  more  dreaded, 
becaufe  the  company  in  England,  relying  on  the  treafures  of  Bengal, 
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1760.  had  determined  to  fend  no  bullion  to  any  of  their  fettlements  in 
India,  and  the  Prefidency  of  Bengal  had  confumed  all  their  incomes, 
and  were  borrowing  money.  It  was  therefore  propofed  to  the 
Nabob,  who  was  at  Madrafs,  to  march  with  what  troops  had  ac- 
companied him  thither,  fiipported  by  a detachment  of  Europeans 
from  the  garrifon,  in  order  to  protedt  the  countries  between  Gingee 
and  Trinomaly,  and  all  behind  them  to  Arcot.  Captain  Richard 
Smith,  at  Tritchinopoly,  as  foon  as  he  had  acquired  intelligence  of 
the  ftrength  and  intentions  of  the  Myforeans  which  were  come  into 
the  Carnatic,  propofed  the  expediency  of  a diverfion,  by  marching 
with  a force  from  his  garrifon,  and  attacking  the  difiridls  of  Myfore, 
which  confine  on  the  weft  ward  to  thofe  of  Tritchinopoly,  whilft 
the  troops  ordered  by  Mahomed  lifbof  from  Madura,  fhould  keep 
the  Myforeans  of  Dindigul  at  bay.  The  idea  was  approved  as  the 
moft  probable  refource  ; he  was  ordered  to  carry  it  into  execution, 
and  Tanjore  and  Tondiman  were  requefted  to  give  him  what  affift- 
ance  he  might  require. 

The  Nabob  marched  from  Madrafs  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  on  the 
7th  he  arrived  at  Vandivath;  after  loitering  there  fome  days,  he 
fuddenly  changed  his  mind  from  keeping  the  field  againft  the  M)r- 
foreans,  and  went  away  to  make  his  entrance  into  his  capital  of 
Arcot;  but  left  700  of  his  horfe,  and  500  of  his  Sepoys,  with  his 
brother  Maphuze  Khan,  who  on  the  2 2d  came  with  them  to  the 
army  at  Perimbe.  The  day  after  Colonel  Coote,  with  all  the  ca- 
valry of  the  army,  a great  part  of  the  Sepoys,  feveral  field-pieces, 
an  eighteen-pounder  on  a field-carriage,  but  without  any  European 
infantry,  advanced  towards  the  bound-hedge.  This  defiance  as  it 
were  of  meeting  the  Myforeans  with  equal  arms  could  not  provoke 
them  to  come  out  and  try  their  ftrength;  but  the  French  infantry 
advanced  and  cannonaded  from  feven  pieces  of  cannon,  which  only 
wounded  two  European  gunners. 

The  next  morning,  the  24th,  on  intelligence  that  a large  body 
of  the  Myforeans  intended  to  march  that  night  to  the  weftward  to 
efcort  provifions,  Major  Monfon  was  detached,  with  ail  the  black 
cavalry,  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  and  two  field-pieces,  to  take  poft 
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at  Valdore,  near  which,  It  was  fuppofed,  the  Myforeaas  would  re-  1760. 
turn;  but  only  a few  were  gone  out,  who  halted  at  Rangapillah's 
choultry  on  the  fea  fhore,  fix  miles  to  the  noi'th  of  the  bound-  > 
hedge,  where  they  were  joined  on  the  26th  by  the  large  body  from 
Pondicherry,  of  which  intelligence  had  been  given  on  the  24th. 

All  went  on  to  Permacoil;  Major  Monfon  followed  them  on  the 
27th,  and  arrived  on  the  28th,  when  none  were  remaining  there. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lieutenant  Eifer  had  been  detached  from  the 
camp  on  the  26th,  with  400  Sepoys,  30  Europeans,  and  a hundred 
black  horfe,  the  bed  in  the  army,  to  proceed  from  Rangapillah’s 
choultry  along  the  fea-lhore,  whilft  Major  Monfon  w'as  endea- 
vouring to  come  up  with  them  on  the  other  tide;  but  they  had  ifruck 
off  in  feveral  parties,  fome  towards  Gingee,  others  to  the  north- 
ward, fprea.ding  to  colledl  cattle,  and  deftroying  wEatfoever  elfe  be- 
longed to  the  inhabitants,  who,  as  their  ground  now  fupplied  the 
Englifh  army  with  provifions,  were  every  where  confidered  by  the 
French  as  ^/mies.  One  of  thefe  parties  went  to  Allamparvah,  / 
where  they  plundered  the  pettah,  and  took  a Lieutenant,  who  was 
fick,  and  chancing  to  be  taking  the  air,  having  fliot  him  through 
the  back  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  efcape  in  his  palakin  ; how- 
ever the  cannon  of  the  fort  drove  the  party  away,  and,  as  they  w’ere 
returning  along  the  fliore  towards  Pondicherry,  they  fell  unaw'ares 
acrofs  Lifer’s  detachment,  by  whom  they  were  intirely  routed,  and  ' 

30  of  their  horfe  furrendered  to  him,  wdth  wEich  he  returned  to 
the  camp  in  the  evening,  wEere  major  Monfon’s  divifion  likewife 
rejoined  the  fame  day;  for  the  wdiole  cavalry  of  the  camp  had 
marched  In  thefe  two  divifions. 

The  laft  day  of  the  month  brought  the  welcome  arrival  of  five 
of  the  Company’s  fliips  from  England  in  the  Road  of  Cuddalore; 
and  two  da)S  after  came  in  another,  which  had  leparated  from  them. 

There  were  on  board  of  the  fix,  600  men  drafted  from  regiments 
in  England,  to  replace  the  deficiences  which  might  have  happened 
in  Draper’s  and  Coote’s. 

Cn  the  3d  of  Auguft,  the  free  company  of  Frenchmen  were  fent  Auguft. 
to  get  in  the  rear  of  one  of  the  enemy’s  advanced  pofts,  which  lay 
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1760.  ill  the  Valdore  road,  about  half  a mile  from  the  bound-hedge.  They 
marched  along  the  Ikirts  of  the  Red-hil],  and,  coming  by  furprize, 
killed  and  wounded  feveral,  and  drove  the  reft  to  the  bound-hedge. 

The  Myforeans,  according  to  their  contradl,  had  delivered  all  the 
provifions  they  brought  into  the  magazines  of  Pondicherry,  where 
they  were  carefully  ftored  for  future  need.  The  purfuit  of  Monfon, 
and  the  fticcefs  of  Eifer,  deterred  them  from  going  out  again  in 
large  detachments,  and  although  the  Englilh  army  could  not  cover 
the  ground  fufticiently  to  prevent  fmali  parties  ftom  getting  back, 
with  a few  head  of  cattle  or  other  provifions,  yet  all  thefe  fupplies 
were  unequal  to  the  daily  confumption  of  10,000  mouths;  for,  with 
their  followers,  the  My  fore  army  amounted  to  this  multitude;  and 
in  a few  days  rice  began  to  fell  in  their  camj)  at  the  rate  of  two 
pounds  for  a rupee.  This  diftrefs,  the  conftant  fatigue  and  rifque 
necellary  to  red  refs  it,  and  their  convictions  of  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Englifh  army,  as  well  by  the  lofs  of  Villenore,  as  the  caution  of  the 
French  to  rifque  an  engagement  fince  that  event,  made  them  weary 
of  their  expedition  and  alliance;  and  their  Sepoys,  forefeeing  lefs 
likelihood  of  retreating  with  fafety  than  the  horfe,  began  to  defert  in 
numbers  every  day. 

The  garrifon  of  Gingee  had  collected  2000  carriage  bullocks,  and 
rice  to  load  on  them,  and,  with  various  parties  which  had  got  out 
from  Pondicherry,  150  Europeans  of  the  infantry,  and  100  of  the 
cavalry,  were  waiting  there  to  efcort  this  train,  expeCtIng  to  be 
joined  by  the  Myfore  horfe;  who  were  by  this  time  determined 
to  go  away  to  Thiagar,  and  return  no  more;  on  which,  50  more 
Europeans,  with  three  companies  of  Sepoys,  were  detached  from 
Pondicherry,  to  reinforce  the  convoy.  Colonel  Coote  took  meafures 
to  prevent  its  arrival.  Some  Sepoys  patroled  along  the  iea-lhore,  as 
far  as  Rangapillah’s  choultry;  from  Alampar^ah,  Martin,  with  the 
free  company,  four  of  Sepoys,  and  three  field-pieces,  m.arched  on 
the  1 2th,  to  lie  between  Valdore  and  Permacoil,  and  were  rein- 
forced the  next  day  by  30  huftars  with  Lieutenant  Kircher.  Whilft 
thefe  parties  were  on  the  north  and  n.  w.  Enfign  Turner  marched 
from  Cuddalore  to  Trivadi,*  with  the  feven  companies  of  Sepoys 
^ belons:- 
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belonging  to  that  garrifon,  in  which  Major  Monfon  retnained 
with  the  troops  juft  arrived  from  England  : fo  that  the  outlets  to 
the  s.  w.  and  s.  were  equally  well  guarded,  and  the  main  body  of 
the  army  lying  between  Villenore  and  the  Red-hill  utterly  pre- 
cluded the  palTage  to  or  from  the  weft.  The  convoy  from  G ingee 
were  expected  to  fet  out  on  the  1 2th,  but  did  not  until  the  evening 
of  the  13th;  intelligence  of  Vydiich  was  foon  after  brought  to  Colo^ 
nel  Coote,  who  went  off  at  1 1 at  night,  with  all  the  black  cavalry, 
200  Europeans,  the  hundred  Topaftes  from  Bombay,  and  two  field- 
pieces,  and  proceeded  towards  Killcnore.  The  fame  night  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Myfore  horfe  decamped  from  the  glacis  of 
Pondicherry,  and  marching  faft  fell  in  when  if  was  deep  dark 
with  Martin  and  Kircher,  who,  charging  them  unexpefledly  met 
no  refiftance,  killed  40,  took  200  of  their  horfe,  and  900  bullocks 
laden  with  their  baggage.  At  day-break  Colonel  Coote  came  up 
with  his  party,  when  all  the  Myforeans  were  not  yet  out  of 
light ; they  were  retreating  in  broken  parties  to  the  weft-ward. 
Colonel  Coote  divided  his  force  in  purfuit  of  them,  which  returned 
the  fame  day  with  many  more  bullocks  and  two  European  prifoners. 
One  divilion  of  the  Myforeans  efcaped  both  the  encounter  and  pur- 
fuit.  They  were  at  fome  diftance  in  the  rear,  when  the  front  was 
flopped,  on  which  they  immediately  turned  back,  and  pafling  as 
they  had  come  at  the  back  of  the  Red-hill,  and  by  the  fea  fhore,  re- 
gained the  bounds  of  Pondicherry. 

Notwithftanding  this  rout,  it  was  ftill  confidercd  as  doubtful, 
whether  the  Myforeans  might  not  join  and  return  with  the  convoy 
waiting  at  Gingee : and  to  prevent  the  continual  fatigue  of  detach- 
ments marching  from  the  camp  on  every  report,  to  watch  and  in- 
tercept their  approach,  it  was  determined  to  poll:  a force  fufficient 
to  cope  with  them  feparate  from  the  main  body  of  the  army,  which 
continued  at  Perimbe.  The  detachment  which  had  accompanied  the 
Nabob  from  Madrafs,  when  it  was  fuppofed  he  intended  to  keep 
the  field  towards  Trinomaly,  advanced  from  Vandlvalh;  and  on  the 
19th  encamped  at  Ratlagramon,  a town  under  the  hills  to  the  eaft 
of  Gingee,  and  ten  miles  north  of  Vaidore  ; a ftation  wTich  the 
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convoy  could  not  avoid  without  much  circuit  and  trouble,  d'he 
detachment  was  immediately  joined  by  another  from  the  camp, 
when  the  whole  amounted  to  200  European  foot,  50  Coffrees,  500 
Sepoys,  50  European  horfe,  huITars,  and  500  black  horfe ; they 
were  commanded  by  Captain  Prcflon. 

The  500  Myforeans  which  had  returned  to  Pondicherry  were  afraid 
to  venture  out  again  in  a bodv,  but  in  every  of  the  iucceeding  nights 
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lent  off  fmail  parties,  which  palled  undifcovered.  To  flop  thofe 
which  remained,  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  with  roo  of  the  black 
horfe,  were  detached  with  Enlign  Meredith,  and  took  poit  at  Ran- 
gapillah’s  choultry.  Another  detachment  of  Sepoys  marched  tire 
fame  day  from  the  camp  in  queR  of  a party  of  Europeans  which 
had  marched  the  night  before  from  Pondicherry  for  Gingee,  but 
only  brought  back  four,  whom  they  had  picked  up  lagging  on  the 
road  with  fatigue.  Early  the  next  morning,  a Rrong  detachment 
from  the  bounds  attacked  the  poll  at  Rangapillah’s  choultry,  and 
obliged  the  party  there  to  retreat.  On  the  firR:  notice,  two  comj)a- 
nies  of  Sepoys,  and  all  the  grand  guard  of  cavalry,  marched  to  fuf- 
tain  them,  and  the  enemy  retired  on  their  appearance. 

In  two  or  three  nights  more,  all  the  Myforeans  who  had  returned 
to  Pondicherry  were  gone,  and  all  their  parties  had  efcaped  without 
interruption.  News  was  received  at  this  time  that  their  main  body, 
which  had  aR'embled  at  Thiagar,  were  marched  from  thence 
to  attack  Trinomaly;  it  was  therefore  concluded,  that  they  would 
make  no  farther  efforts  of  confequence  to  fuccour  Pondicherry  with 
provilions ; and  in  this  perfuafion,  the  Prefidency  refumed  the  in- 
tention of  blockading  Pondicherry  by  fea  and  land ; and  the  Ga- 
vernor  Mr.  Pigot  came  from  Madrafs  to  confer  with  Admiral  Stevens 
and  Colonel  Coote  on  the  means. 

The  ground  between  Villenore  and  Perimbe  was  the  beR  on  which 
the  EngliRi  army  could  continue,  whilR  the  Myforeans  remained 
with  the  French;  for  it  prefented  a narrow  front,  was  of  hazardous 
approach,  afforded  feveral  Rrong  poRs,  and  was  centrically  fituated 
for  the  expedition  of  detachments  to  interrupt  any  which  might  be 
fent  from,  or  coming  to  the  enemy’s  camp.  But  this  fitnation  did 
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not  fully  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a blockade,  which  was  to  reduce 
the  town  by  famine;  for,  being  live  miles  diftant,  the  army  was 
jiot  fufficient  to  form  a chain  of  polls  in  a curve  of  15  miles  from 
the  fea-lhore  on  the  north  to  the  fea-lhore  on  the  fouth  of  the 
town,  clofe,  or  in  all  parts  ftrong  enough,  to  intercept  every 
thing.  The  bound-hedge  of  Pondicherry  fvveeps  from  the  north 
to  the  s.  E.  of  the  town,  where  it  ceafes  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
of  Ariancopang,  which  in  two  arm"?,  with  an  illand  between  them, 
fupplies  the  reft  of  the  barrier  to  the  fouth  of  the  town.  The 
area  included  by  the  hedge  with  the  arms  of  the  river,  com- 
j)rizes  nearly  feven  fquare  miles.  This  ground  afforded  pafture  for 
a number  of  cattle,  which,  if  unmolefted,  might,  whilft  the 
Englilh  army  remained  at  their  prefent  diftance,  fupply  the  troops 
and  inhabitants  with  provilions  for  feveral  months;  and  the  daily 
confumption  might  be  replaced  by  fmall  convoys  from  without;  fo 
that  the  enemy  could  not  be  feverely  diftreffed,  until  pent  within 
the  bound-hedge,  when  its  redoubts  and  other  ftations  in  poffeftion 
of  the  Englifli,  would  fuffer  nothing  to  remain  abroad  beyond  the 
foot  of  the  glacis,  and  even  there  not  in  quiet.  Thefe  pofts  would 
likewife  obftru6l  the  introdifflion  of  fupplies  in  the  whole  extent  of 
the  hedge,  and  the  prel'ent  ftock  would  remain  the  principal  reliance, 
until  the  French  army  fhould  be  fufficiently  reinforced  to  recover 
them;  but  now  that  the  Myforeans  were  gone,  no  probability  re- 
mained of  any  troops  coming  to  the  fuccour  of  the  town,  excepting 
from  the  fea.  Neverthelefs  the  Enoflilh  force  was  not  vet  fufficientlv 
lliperior,  ev'en  if  in  poffeflion  of  the  bound- hedge,  to  open  trenches 
againft  the  town;  and  if  it  had,  the  preparation,  embarkation, 
and  tranfport  of  the  artillery  and  ftores,  which  were  all  to  come 
from  Madrafs,  could  not  be  accompliftied  before  the  fetting-in 
of  the  monfoon,  which  at  fartheft  might  be  expefled  in  the  middle 
of  Oclobcr.  If  the  French  fleet  appeared  before  this  time,  the  iffue 
of  the  fierht  at  fea  would  determine  the  future  fuccefs  of  the  fieo-e : 
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if  not,  their  delay  muft  arife  from  the  want  of  force  to  cope  with 
Mr.  Stevens’s  fquadron;  and  in  this  cafe,  it  was  fcarcely  to  be  doubted 
that  fingle  (hips,  or  more,  would  at  any  rifpie  venture  with  relief 
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in  the  height  of  the  fbormy  weather,  in  expeclation  that  the  Englifh 
fquaclron  would  have  left  the  coafl;  to  avoid  it,  as  they  had  done 
during  every  monfoon  for  the  lafr  five  years.  Thus  it  became  ne- 
cefTary  to  get  poffeflion  of  the  bound  hedge  and  its  redoubts  with- 
out delay;  and  then  that  the  Iquadron  fhould  continue  in  fight  of 
Pondicherry  through  the  monfoon,  in  order  to  intercept  whatfoever 
fliips  might  be  coming  either  with  troops  or  provifions:  but,  pre- 
vious to  the  attack  of  the  hedge.  Colonel  Coote  thought  it  neceflarv 
to  reduce  the  fort  of  Ariancopang,  which  ftandiiig  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  river,  almofi;  oppofite,  although  at  fome  ditlance  from  the 
termination  of  the  hedge  on  the  other  bank,  commanded  all  the 
{ground  between,  as  well  as  in  front  down  to  the  ifrand  of  the  fea; 
lb  that  from  the  garrifon  of  the  town  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
tort  on  the  other,  this  quarter  of  the  circumvallation,  luppofing 
the  hedge  to  be  taken,  could  not  be  completed  without  more  force 
than  the  army  could  fpare  from  other  parts;  and  even  then  the  polfs 
eftablifhed  on  this  fide  would  be  continually  expofed  to  dangerous 
attacks;  in  the  mean  time,  this  extent  of  ground  would  remain 
open  for  the  introdublion  of  convoys;  which,  detachments  from 
the  fort  of  Ariancopang,  if  taken,  ’might  eafily  intercept.  The 
force  of  the  Englith  army  before  the  town,  exclufive  of  garrifons 
and  detachments,  was  2000  Europeans,  and  6000  natives,  either 
horfe  or  SejDoys.  If  Ariancopang  were  attacked  by  a detachment, 
the  number  requifite,  of  800  Europeans,  would  leave  the  main 
body  fcarccly  a match  for  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  force,  if  col- 
lefiled  to  attack  them,  who  doubtlefs  would  make  the  effort.  If 
Ariancopang  were  invefted  by  the  whole  army,  theymufi;  move  from 
the  advantageous  ground  between  Villenore  and  Perimbe,  which 
would  leave  all  to  the  north  of  Pondicherry  open,  and  admit  the 
French  army  then  to  detach  a force,  which,  joined  with  the  party 
already  at  Gingee,  would  be  able  to  drive  Prelfon  from  Rattlagram- 
mon,  and  bring  in,  if  not  the  whole,  at  leaff  a confiderable  part 
of  the  convoy  collecled  there.  Thefe  grounds  and  circumifances  Miv 
Pigot  reprefented  in  a memorial  to  Admiral  Stevens,  and,  in  con- 
fequence  of  them,  requeued,  that  he  would  land  all  the  marines  of 
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the  fquadron,  to  enable  the  army  to  attack  Ariancopang,  and  take 
poffeffion  of  the  bound-hedge;  and  that  he  would  determine  to  re- 
main on  the  coaft  with  the  whole  fquadron,  through  the  monfoon. 
Mr.  Stevens  was  very  loth  to  deprive  his  fhips  of  their  marines  dur- 
ing the  expe6tation  of  an  engagement  with  the  enemy’s  fquadron, 
but  at  length  acquiefeed  to  the  neceffity  and  importance  of  the  fei- 
vice  they  might  render  on  Ihore;  and  promifed  without  hefitation 
that  his  I'quadron  thould  not  quit  the  coaft  until  compelled  by  irre- 
hftible  neceffity.  Accordingly,  the  marines  were  landed  at  Cudda- 
lore  on  the  27th;  they  were,  including  officers,  422  Europeans. 

The  Myforeans,  as  foon  as  they  arrived  before  Trinomaly,  made 
an  attack  on  the  pettah,  in  which  they  were  repulied  with  the  lofs 
of  fifty  or  fixty  men : but  continued  to  invefi;  the  place.  Captain 
Prefton,  on  intelligence  of  their  intention,  lent  off  on  the  2 2d  two 
companies  of  Sepoys  from  Ratlagrammon,  who,  by  bye  ways  in  the 
mountain,  got  into  the  fort  on  the  26th;  and  the  day  after,  the 
enemy  in  greater  force  than  before  made  another  affault,  in  which 
they  were  again  beaten  off,  with  the  lofs  of  fixty  men,  and  an  of- 
ficer of  diffin6tion;  the  garrifon  fallied  as  they  retreated,  and  obliged 
them  to  abandon  two  field-pieces,  which  they  had  brought  up  and 
ufed  in  the  attack.  The  whole  raifed  the  fiege  immediately,  and 
returned  to  Thiagar. 

Two  hundred  Europeans,  with  fome  Sepoys,  and  two  guns, 
marching  round  the  Red-hill  in  the  night  of  the  23d,  efcaped  the 
interruption  of  the  Englilli  guards,  and  arrived  the  next  day  at 
Gingee;  from  whence  they  fet  out  again  in  different  parties,  efcort- 
ing  2000  bullocks  loaded  with  proviiions;  of  which  fome  were  dif- 
perfed  by  Prefton,  as  they  were  coming  out  of  the  hills;  and  300 
were  taken,  when  advanced  within  a few  miles  of  the  Englilh  camp, 
by  a detachment  of  Sepoys  and  black  horfe,  fent  out  to  look  for 
them;  and  none  got  into  Pondicherry : but  as  all  that  had  been 
attacked  had  been  met  in  the  night,  the  efcorts  regained  Gingee  with 
very  little  lofs.  Three  or  four  thoufand  more  bullocks  were  ready  to 
be  fubffituted  as  the  convoys  fent  might  fail,  and  it  was  now  deter- 
mined to  fend  the  whole  of  this  colledion  together,  under  the 
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ftrongeft  efcort  that  could  be  rifqued  abroad ; accordingly  Mr.  Tally 
detached  loo  of  the  French  cavalry  and  feveral  more  companies  of 
Sepoys  from  Pondicherry,  to  join  the  troops  already  at  Gingce; 
fo  that  one  third  of  his  whole  force  was  now  employed  in  this 
iervice;  and  he  had  by  much  folicitation,  and  by  inducements 
of  u'hich  we  are  ignorant,  prevailed  on  the  Myforeans  to  fend  back 
800  of  their  horfe  to  Gingee,  who  w'^ere  likewife  to  accompany  the 
convoy;  and  this  body  of  horfe  arrived  there  at  the  fame  time  as 
the  lad  detachment  from  Pondicherry.  Intelligence  W’as  received 
on  the  29th,  that  the  convoy  with  the  w'hole  efcort  intended  to 
let  out  from  Gingee  In  the  enfuing  night;  on  w’hich,  difpofitions 
were  made  to  oppofe  their  paflage. 

The  w'hole  of  the  Red-hill  is  interledled  by  wdnding  dales,  in 
w hich  troops  may  march  unperceived  until  met  wdthin  them,  or  dif- 
covered  from  the  riling  grounds  above:  in  the  middle  of  the  gene- 
ral plot  of  the  Red -hill,  dands  one  eminence  higher  than  any  of 
the  others,  and  called  from  the  trees  it  bears,  the  Tamarind  grove : 
this  hillock  has  dales  on  each  fide  of  it,  which  join  with  others, 
leading  from  the  plain  of  the  country  on  the  outlide  of  the  Red-hill 
to  the  N.  w.  at  the  farthed  didance  from  the  Englifh  camp,  from 
the  left  of  which  Ihouldered  under  the  extremity  of  the  Red-hill  at 
Perimbe,  the  Tamarind  grove  w^as  two  miles  to  the  N.  e.  and  it  w^as 
three  to  the  N.  w.  of  Pondicherry.  This  fituation  being  central  for 
the  interruption  of  troops  marching  through  the  dales  of  the  Red- hill, 
either  to  or  from  Pondicherry,  Colonel  Coote,  w'ho,  by  his  continual 
excurlions,  knew  all  the  ground  in  the  adjacencies  of  his  camp,  or- 
dered a redoubt  to  be  raifed  there,  which  was  finifhed  in  the  day.  Lell 
the  convoy  Ihoukl  attempt  to  make  their  way  to  the  fouth  of  the 
river  of  Ariancopang,  the  whole  body  of  marines,  which  were  dill 
remaining  at  Cuddalore,  were  ordered  to  march  fome  miles  from 
thence  along  the  river  Paliar,  and  to  advance  fix  companies  of  Se- 
poys beyond  them  towards  Trivadi;  whild  I'couts  from  the  camp 
patroled  betw^een  the  two  rh  ers : and,  to  watch  the  convoy  if  com- 
ing by  the  diredl  road  from  the  w’ed,  feveral  companies  of  Sepoys 
from  Valdore  proceeded  along  it  tow^ards  Gingee.  The  convoy  fet 
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out  from  hence  on  the  29th,  the  day  appointed;  but  Captain  Freftoii 
having  two  days  before  taken  a mud  fort,  called  Penamalee,  fituated 
at  the  opening  of  the  hills,  polfcd  a ftrong  guard  there,  which  the 
enemy  miftakiag  for  the  whole  of  his  force,  retired  again,  and  after- 
wards hearing  of  the  difpofitions  made  from  the  Eiiglifh  camp,  re- 
folved  to  proceed  as  before  in  feparate  troops. 

On  the  2d  of  September  arrived  at  Cuddalore  three  of  the  FCing’s 
fnips,  convoying  feveral  of  the  Company’s  from  England.  Of  the 
men  of  war  two  were  the  America,  and  Medway,  each  of  60  guns., 
which  compleated  the  fquadron  before  Pondicherry  to  i p fail  of 
the  line.  In  the  Company’s  fhips  were  part  of  a Highland  regiment, 
fupplied  by  the  government,  in  addition  to  the  troops  it  had  already 
lent  to  India.  Thefe  mighty  aids  witneficd  in  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  as  equal  efforts,  wherelbever  neceflary,  in  every  other,  the 
fuperior  energy  of  that  mind,  who  polfelTing  equally  the  confidence 
of  his  fovereign  and  the  nation,  conduced  the  arduous  and  exten- 
live  war  in  which  they  were  engaged  againfl  their  great  and  only 
rival. 

The  fame  evening  Colonel  Coote  ordered  400  men  to  march  and 
inveft  the  fort  of  Ariancopang;  but  Colonel  Monfon,  the  next  in  com- 
mand, did  not  approve  the  operation,  although  it  had  been  pleaded  to 
Admiral  Stevens,  as  the  principal  inducement  to  land  the  marines  of 
the  fquadron:  and  Colonel  Coote,  not  to  dilguft  pertinacity,  when 
concurrence  was  fo  necelfary,  countermanded  the  detachment. 

Mr.  Lally  received  information,  that  the  detachment  had  been 
paraded,  and  fufpedled  the  fervice  for  which  it  had  been  intended. 
Such  a proof  of  the  opinion  which  the  Englilh  army'  entertained  of 
their  own  fuperiority,  convinced  him  that  it  would  foon  be  followed 
by  fome  real  blow  of  equal  detriment,  if  they  were  not  immediately 
convinced,  that  his  own  w'as  capable  of  more  than  acfing  on  the 
defenfive.  He  relblved  to  attack  their  camp  by  furprize  on  the 
night  of  the  4th,  and  his  difpofitions  were  made  with  much  Ikill 
and  fagacity. 

In  the  three  Ihips  at  anchor  before  the  town,  were  1 50  European 
mariners ; they  were  all  landed,  and  Lafcars  lent  on  board.  Thefe 
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Europeans,  with  fomc  Sepoys,  were  allotted  to  guard  the  redoubts 
in  the  bound-hedge,  that  all  the  regular  European  military  might 
I'erve  in  the  intended  attacks,  excepting  the  artillery  men,  who 
w^ere  diftributed  on  the  ramparts  of  the  town,  and  in  the  out-pofts 
which  mounted  cannon.  By  the  detachments  lately  fent  abroad, 
the  whole  force  that  could  march  on  the  prefent  fervice  "were  1 100 
European  infantry,  100  European  horfe,  and  900  Sepoys.  The 
battalion  of  India  and  the  volunteers  of  Bourbon,  amountino  to 
300  rank  and  file,  had  for  fome  days  been  encamped  under  the  fort 
of  Ariancopang;  the  Portugueze  company,  which  was  likewife 
called  the  company  of  Jeius,  and  had  a Jefuit  at  their  head,  with 
fome  Sepoys,  w^ere  quartered  in  the  Company’s  gardens,  fituated 
w'ithin  the  bound- hedge  in  the  road  tow^ards  the  \'aldorc  redoubt; 
the  regiments  of  Lorrain  and  Tally,  500  men,  the  marines  of  the 
fquadron,  200,  and  500  Sepoys,  were  in  the  town;  the  horfe  were 
diftributed  in  different  patroles.  The  gates  of  the  town  were  fhut 
early,  and  opened  again  at  ten  at  night;  and  although  Colonel 
Coote  entertained  fpies  and  correfpondents  in  the  town,  not  one  of 
them  acquired  the  leaff:  furmife  of  Mr.  Tally’s  intentions,  or  fuf- 
pected  any  unufual  operation. 

The  marines  and  Sepoys  marched  out  of  the  town  in  two  parties, 
told  off  in  equal  numbers  of  each.  They  proceeded  to  the  Val- 
dore  redoubt,  and  in  the  w'ay  the  Portugueze  company,  with  the 
Sepoys  at  the  garden,  fell  into  the  rear  and  formed  the  third  fub- 
divifion  of  this  line.  Continuing  in  the  avenues  from  the  Valdore 
redoubt,  the  finff  party  foon  turned  to  the  right,  to  gain  the 
Red-hill,  and  proceed  in  it  to  the  attack  of  the  Tamarind  redoubt ; 
in  which,  if  they  fucceeded,  they  were  to  march  acrofs  to  the 
left  and  join  the  fecond;  which  followed  them,  and  quitting 
the  avenue  likewife,  were  to  advance  along  the  foot  of  the  out- 
ward ridge  of  the  Red-hill,  until  they  had  gained  the  flank  of  the 
Englilh  redoubt  on  the  hillock  in  the  plain,  which  they  were  then 
to  bear  down  upon,  and  attack.  The  Portugueze  and  Sepoys,  which 
were  the  thud  fub-divifion,  were  to  proceed  quite  through  the  three 
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lines  of  the  Valdore  avenue,  difperfmg  what  patroles  and  out-guards  i 760. 
might  be  in  the  way,  and  to  take  poll:  at  the  jun61ion  of  this  avenue  September, 
with  that  of  Oulgarry,  where  they  were  to  wait  the  orders  of  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  attack,  which  was  to  be  made  by  the 
regiments  of  Lorrain  and  Lally.  Thefe  troops,  in  two  divihons, 
marched  from  the  town,  and  through  the  bound-hedge,  along  the 
avenue  of  Oulgarry,  until  they  came  to  the  head  of  this  village, 
where  a deep  water-courfe  crolTed  the  avenue,  and  had  a bridge  over 
it,  which  was  defended  by  a retrenchment  with  guns.  Here  Lor- 
rain halted,  whilfl  Lally’s  regiment,  quitting  the  avenue  by  the  left, 
marched  outwards  in  the  fields  to  fall  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
Englifir  redoubt  in  this  avenue ; to  which  Lorrain  was  to  advance 
ftraight  along  the  avenue,  and  attack  at  the  fame  time.  When  car- 
ried, the  Portuguefe  company,  with  the  Sepoys,  which  were  the 
third  fub-divifion  of  the  attack  to  the  right,  were  to  join,  and, 
with  Lorrain’s  and  Lally’s,  proceed  acrofs  on  the  left  to  attack  the 
retrenchment  in  the  Villenore  avenue  which  flood  in  the  fame  pa- 
rallel as  that  in  the  avenue  of  Oulgarry ; but  the  V illenore  retrench- 
ment had  on  its  left  a large  garden,  called  from  its  owner,  Barthel- 
mi’s  ; in  which  were  like  wile  polled  a ftrong  guard  wdth  Ibme  field- 
pieces.  When  this  garden  and  retrenchment  were  carried,  all  the 
troops  of  this  attack  were  to  regulate  thcmfclves  by  the  fuccefs  of 
another  attack  on  their  left,  w'hich  was  to  be  made  bv  the  India 
Battalion  and  the  volunteers  of  Bourbon.  They  v'ere  to  march 
from  the  fort  of  Ariancopang,  acrofs  the  river,  to  the  villages  un- 
der the  fort  of  Villenore  ; but  were  to  leave  two  field-pieces  on  the 
plain  in  their  way  from  the  river,  in  order  to  I'ccure  their  retreat. 

As  loon  as  the  firing  became  general,  at  the  retrenchment  in  the 
Oulgarry  road,  the  redoubt  on  the  hillock,  and  the  tamarind  re- 
doubt, thefe  troops  were  to  advance  from  the  village  in  which  they 
were  halting,  and  proceed  along  a fiiort  road  which  would  bring 
them  to  the  termination  of  the  Villenore  avenue,  and  exadlly  in  the 
rear  of  the  right  flank  of  the  Engliili  encampment ; on  which 
tliey  were  to  fall  with  the  utmofl:  vigour,  in  full  confidence,  that 
the  other  attacks  would  have  thrown  the  whole  camp  into  diforder, 
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1760.  by  the  uncertainty  and  diilradlion  of  what  and  where fuccours  were 
Septei^r.  be  fent.  Mr.  Tally,  with  a guard  of  horfe,  remained  at  the 
bridge  of  Oulgarry.  Calculation  had  been  made,  when  all  the 
troops  would  arrive  within  equal  reach  of  their  refpeftive  attacks, 
where  they  were  to  wait  in  lilence  for  the  fignal  of  two  Iky-rockets, 
which  were  to  be  thrown  up  at  Oulgarry,  when  all  were  to  advance 
to  the  attacks  allotted  them. 

The  Iky-rockets  were  fliot  off  a little  before  midnight,  and  foon 
after  the  firino;  commenced  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  tama- 
rind  redoubt,  the  hillock,  and  at  the  retrenchment  in  the  avenue  of 
Oulgarry.  The  attack  at  the  tamarind  redoubt  was  repulled  ; but 
the  redoubt  on  the  hillock  was  carried  ; the  lieutenant  of  the  artil- 
lery and  three  gunners  were  made  prifoners  there,  and  the  reft  of 
the  guard  driven  out,  nor  did  they  rally;  which  gave  the  enemy 
time  to  carr  y off  a brafs  three-pounder,  deftroy  the  carriage  of  ano- 
ther gun,  fpike  up  a third,  and  burn  down  the  battery.  At  the  re- 
trenchment in  the  Oulgarry  road,,  the  attack  and  defence  w^ere 
more  fierce.  Colonel  Coote  himfelf  brought  dowm  troops  to  that 
in  the  Villenore  avenue  and  Barthelmi’a  garden,  and,  inftead  of 
waiting  to  be  attacked,  advairced  acrofs  to  fuftain  the  other  redoubt ; 
againft  which  Lorrain  and  Tally’s  perfifted  until  eight  ferjeants,  be- 
fides  common  men,  of  Tally’s,  were  killed;  when  the  officers,  hear- 
ing no  figns  of  the  main  attack  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the  Englifh 
camp,  drew  off.  This  divilion,  by  fome  unaccountable  miftake,  in- 
ftead of  advancing  to  the  villages  under  the  fort  of  Villenore,  halt- 
ed in  another  a mile  to  the  fouth  of  it,  not  far  from  the  river,  and 
in  a line  with  the  village  of  Oulgarry.  At  this  erroneous  diftance,, 
they  had  not  time,  after  the  Iky-rockets  were  fired,  to  reach  the 
ground  of  their  attack,  before  the  three  others  were  either  repulfed  or 
ceafed.  They  were  led  by  D’Harambure,  who  had  always  behaved 
hitherto  with  gallantry^  and  efpecially  during  the  march  of  Mr. 
Law’s  reinforcement  to  Hyderabad  in  1756  but  Mr.  Tally,,  with 
the  ufual  feverity  of  his  prejudices,  imputed  the  failure  to  a defign,  as 
the  commander  of  the  Company’s  troops,  of  fruftrating  the  honour 
which  would  have  redounded  om  himfelf,  had  the  hardy  effort 

he 
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he  was  making  fucceeded  to  his  expedlation.  About  twenty  Se-  1 760. 
poys  were  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Englifh  troops,  but  fewer 
Europeans.  Of  the  enemy,  30  Europeans  were  fuppofed  to  be 
killed,  and  moll  of  them  either  in  Lorrain  or  Lally’s  ; four  were 
m3.de  prifoners,  with  Mr.  D’Autueil,  the  fame  ofEcer  we  have  feen 
opening  the  inteftine  v/ar  of  the  Carnatic  at  the  battle  of  Amboor, 
in  which  the  Nabob’s  father  fell,  and  who  afterwards  furrendered 
to  Clive  at  Volcondah. 

The  fhips  laft  arrived  from  England  brought  commillions  from 
the  war-office  appointing  majors  Brereton  and  Monfon  to  the  raitk 
of  lieutenant  colonels,  with  prior  date  to  Colonel  Coote ; but  both 
were  ordered  not  to  alTert  their  commiffions  whilfl  he  remained  on 
the  coaft.  Colonel  Coote  nev.ertheiefs  concluded  that  it  was  in- 
tended he  ffiould  remove  as  foon  as  might  be  to  his  original  and 
eftabliffied  command  in  Bengal,  nor  did  Monfon  propofe  to  continue 
ferving  under  him,  but  offered  to  retire  to  Madrafs;  but  Coote  im- 
mediately delivered  ovej;  to  him  the  command'  of  the  army,  and  went 
thither  himfelf,  and  requeftcd  to  proceed  with  his  whole  regiment 
to  Bengal.  The  Prcfidency  remoiiftrated  againft  the  detriment,  and 
Monfon  declared  that  the  blockade  of  Pondicherry  mufl;  be  raifed  if 
thefe  troops  were  taken  away:  on  which  Coote  confented  to  leave 
them. 


End  of  the  Twelfth  Book, 
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BOOK  XIII. 


O LON  EL  Monfon  being  now  mafter  of  his  own  views,  car- 


ried  into  execution  an  operation  which  he  had  propofed  in  the 
council  of  war  a few  days  before,  when  Colonel  Coote  explained  his 
intention  of  attacking  the  fort  of  Ariancopang. 

The  bound-hedge  of  Pondicherry,  befides  its  natural  defence  of 
trees  and  thorns,  is  ftrengthened  by  four  redoubts ; one  on  the  north, 
oppofite  to  the  north-weft  angle  of  the  town,  another  nearly  weft 
of  this  angle,  a third  nearly  weft  of  the  fbuth-weft  angle,  and  the 
fourth  ftands  dire<ftiy  fouth-weft  of  the  fame  point.  All  took  their 
names  from  their  fttnations ; the  north  was  called  the  Madrafs  re- 
doubt, the  next  the  Valdore,  the  third  the  Villenore,  and  that  to 
the  fouth-weft  the  Ariancopang  redoubt.  From  the  Villenore  re- 
doubt led  the  road  and  avenue,  which  pafled  through  the  center  of 
the  Englilh  camp  at  Perimbe  and  about  a mile  from  the  hedge  this 
avenue  leads  through  the  village  of  Oulgarry,  in  which  were  feve- 
ral  country-houfes  belonging  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Pondi- 
cherry, and  a church  belonging  to  the  Jefuits.  The  regiment  of 
Lorrain  and  Lally,  which  at  this  time  did  not  aftemble  both  to- 
gether more  than  400  men,  were  remaining  in  this  village  finee  the 
late  attack  on  the  camp.  The  marines,  300  men,  were  within  the 
hedge,  to  defend  the  redoubt  of  Valdore  with  the  part  of  the  hedge 
on  each  hand.  The  battalion  of  India,  conlifting  of  500  men,  were 
ftationed  at  the  Villenore  and  at  the  Ariancopang  redoubts,  and  be- 
tween them.  The  north  fide  of  the  hedge,  with  the  Madrafs  re- 


doubt. 
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I 760.  doubt,  as  being  at  the  fartheft  diftance  from  the  Englifli  camp,  as 
to  the  Sepoys.  The  horfe,  ftill  only  100  riders,  were  if- 
perfed  in  different  poffs  round  the  limits.  The  reft  of  the  army, 
which,  exclufive  of  the  garrifon  of  G ingee  and  its  out-pofts,  confifted 
of  500  European  foot,  150  European  horle,  and  500  Sepoys,  were 
abroad,  molt  .of  them  waiting  to  efcort  the  proviiions  collected  at 
G ingee. 

At  midnight  the  whole  of  the  Englifli  army  were  under  arms ; 
a proportional  number  from  each  of  the  different  bodies  were  left 
to  defend  the  camp ; and  the  main  body  appointed  to  march  was 
divided  into  two  brigades,  of  which  the  principal  officers  had  the 
.day  before  reconnoitered  the  ground  of  their  refpedlive  attacks  as 
near  as  the  enemy’s  out-pofts  would  admit.  The  regiments  of 
Draper  and  Coote,  comprizing  both  together  1000  men,  200  of  the 
marines,  the  150  highlanders,  with  500  Sepoys,  and  four  fleld- 
pieces,  marched  off  their  ground  from  the  left  of  the  camp  at 
three  in  the  morning,  and  entered  into  the  Red-hill,  in  which  they 
were  to  take  a large  circuit  round  the  tamarind-grove,  and,  coming 
out  where  neareft,  were  to  attack  the  Valdore  redoubt,  and  the  weft 
fide  of  the  hedge  adjoining.  This  brigade  M’as  formed  into  two 
.diviftons ; the  grenadiers  of  the  two  regiments  led  the  firft,  under 
the  command  of  major  Robert  Gordon  ; major  William  Gordon 
commanded  the  rear  divifion,  and  colonel  hlonfon  the  whole  of  this 
.attack.  The  other  brigade  was  compofed  of  the  Coromandel  battalion 
Soo,  the  two  French  companies  120,  the  Bombay  detachment  of  350 
Europeans  andTopaffes,  600  Sepoys,  and  four  field-pieces.  They  were 
to  march  from  the  right  and  attack  the  enem}'’s  troops  pofted  in  Oul- 
garry,  and  after  routing  them,  to  proceed  and  feize  the  Villenore 
redoubt.  Jofeph  Smith,  who  fince  the  departure  of  Calliaud  to  Bengal 
was  the  firft  officer  on  the  coaft  of  the  Company’s  troops,  and  a 
few  days  before  had  been  appointed  by  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs 
to  the  rank  of  major,  commanded  this  brigade.  The  cavalry,  black 
as  well  as  white,  were  intended  to  appear  before  the  Ariancopang 
redoubt  during  the  two  other  attacks,  in  order  to  prevent  the  troops 
there  from  fending  detachments  to  fupport  them. 


Major 
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Major  Smith’s  brigade,  having  much  lefs  groun-d  to  go  than  1760. 
IMonfon’s,  did  not  move  until  four  in  the  morning.  The  enemy’s 
entrenchment  in  front  of  the  village  of  Oulgarry  lay  acrofs  the  ave- 
nue, and  they  had  an  advanced  poll  in  a garden  beyond,  but  a little 
to  the  right  of  the  entrenchment.  Smith,  to  avoid  the  immediate 
cUfcovery  of  his  brigade,  as  well  as  the  diredl  fire  of  the  entrenchment 
along  the  avenue  of  Oulgarry,  marched  down  the  Villencre,  as 
far  as  Barthelme’s  garden,, which  lies  on  the  left  as  you  come  down;- 
the  line  then  turned  and  palTed  through  the  garden,  which  brought 
them  half  the  diflance  between  the  two  avenues,  when  the  bri- 
gade flruck  down  through  the  intervals  of  fome  inclofures,  whicli 
led  to  the  left  of  the  village  of  Oulgarry,  from  whence  they  might 
likewife  take  the  entrenchment  in  reverfe  ; but  the  two  French 
companies  were  lent  off  immediately  from  the  garden  to  crofs  the 
avenue  of  Oulgarry,  and  attack  the  enemy’s  advanced  poll  on  the- 
other  fide  of  this  avenue  ; but  were  not  to  begin  their  attack,  before 
the  firing  commenced  upon  Oulgarry,  which  foon  happened  ; for 
Ibme  black  fellows  belonging  to  the  French  troops,  w'ho  were  afleep 
in  the  llreets  of  a ruined  hamlet  which  flood  oppofite  to  the  angle 
of  the  entrenchment,  awakened  at  the  wheels  of  the  field-pieces 
Avhich  moved  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and  fled  with  the  alarm  to 
the  troops  in  Oulgarry,. who  immediately  began  to  fire  from  the- 
entrenchment,  wdth  fix  field-pieces  in  barbette,  and  with  Ibme  aim^ 
as  the  day  had  begun  to  dawn.  The  Englifli  field-pieces,  which 
w^ere  of  the  fame  number  and  calibre,  drew  out  of  the  village  to' 
anfwer  them,  and  were  fupported  by  a part  of  the  line ; whilll  the- 
refl  paflTed  on  to  gain  the  flank  of  the  village  of  Oulgarry : when 
oppofite  to  it,  divifions  were  detached  to  attack  the  enclofures,- 
which  the  enemy  had  lined  with  troops.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
two  French  companies,  led  by  captain  Myers,  ftormed  the  advanced 
poll  on  the  other  fide  of  the  road,  and  feized  four  pieces  of  cannon- 
which  were  there,  on  which  the  party  llationed  with  them  retreated 
in  much  hurry  to  the  main  body  at  Oulgarry,  who,  difpirited  by- 
their  rout,  flackened  infenfibly  the  defence  of  the  enclollires,  and- 
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ceafed  firing  the  field-pieces  in  the  intrenchment  acrofs  the  avenue. 
Major  Smith  perceived  this  wavering,  fignified  it  to  his  troops  ; and 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers.  Wherever  he  commanded, 
affedtion  to  the  man  confpired  with  dutv  to  the  officer.  T.'he  grena- 
diers rufhed  on  without  firing,  forced  their  way  over  the  enclofures, 
and  fell  amono-fl:  the  encmv,  dealino;  their  arms  with  irrefiflible  im- 
petuofity,  iiicreafed  by  the  difadvantages  they  had  furmonnted  : all 
the  reft  entered  at  other  parts,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  acrofs 
the  road  ; but  thofe  at  the  intrenchment  had  time  to  Ipike  up  the 
cannon,  and  then  followed  the  reft,  who  were  running  towards  a 
rifing  ground  on  the  other  fide  of  the  road,  but  farther  back  towards 
the  bound-hedge.  The  main  body  of  the  brigade  took  pofteffion  of 
Oulgarry,  and  were  foon  after  joined  by  the  divifion  with  captain 
Myers,  which  had  killed  fome,  and  brought  prifoners.  During  tins,  a 
body  of  Europeans  were  deferied  advancing  direftly  towards  Oulgarry, 
in  the  plain  between  this  and  theValdore  avenue:  their  diftindlions 
could  not  be  perceived,  and  the  fudden  halt  of  the  run-a-v/ays  on 
the  rifing  ground  rendered  their  appearance  very  fufiDicious.  Mef- 
I'engers  after  meflengers  were  fent  to  difeover  whether  they  were 
friends  or  foes,  but  none  returned  before  Major  William  Gordon  him- 
felf came,  and  gave  an  account  that  the  rear  divifion  of  Colonel  Mon- 
fon’s  brigade,  which  he  commanded,  had  feparated  from  the  van 
amongft  the  fand  hills  in  the  dark ; and  had  continued  wandering 
about  until  they  heard  the  fire  of  the  attack  at  Oulgarry,  to  which 
he  had  haftened  to  give  affiftance;  but  it  was  now  too  late;  other- 
wife  his  error  might  have  been  retrieved  by  the  important  fervice  of 
intercepting  the  regiments  of  Lorrain  and  Tally  in  the  confufion  of 
their  flight  out  of  Oulgarry,  W'ho,  in  this  cafe,  would  in  all  probabi- 
lity have  been  deftroyed  to  a man : during  his  report,  ftrong  firing 
was  heard  at  the  Valdore  redoubt. 

It  was  fome  time  before  the  van  of  Colonel  Moirfon’s  brigade  dif- 
covered  the  feparation  of  the  rear,  which  by  turning  wrong  had  got 
into  windings  leading  towards  the  plain ; and  Colonel  Monfon,  ap- 
prehenfive  that  the  rejundlion  could  not  be  made  before  the  dawn 
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of  day,  which  was  the  time  defined  for  the  attack  of  the  Valdore  1760. 
redoubt,  judiciouhy  determined  to  rifque  it  v,hth  the  van  divifion  of 
his  brigade  alone.  They  defiled  out  of  the  fand  hill  exaftly  right, 
whilfl:  it  was  Ifill  dark,  at  an  opening  direclly  on  a line  with  the 
weflern  fide  of  the  bound-hedge  and  the  redoubt,  up  to  which,  the 
road,  when  near,  leads  in  a lane  between  two  enclofures  towards 
the  flank  of  the  redoubt.  Two  field-pieces  were  in  the  front  of 
the  line,  followed  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  two  regiments  of  Draper 
and  Coote,  after  whom  came  the  reft  of  the  Euroj^eans,  and  then 
the  Sepoys  of  the  divifion.  Colonel  Monfon  knew  the  ground,  and 
intended  that  the  line,  inftead  of  advancing  through  the  lane 
between  the  enclofures,  fliould  pafs  through  the  enclofure  on  the 
right,  which  being  a coco-nut  garden,  was  furrounded  by  a ditch 
and  hedge  of  little  interruption;  and  the  ground  within  was  not 
only  firm,  but  free  from  underwood,  and  the  trees  themfelves  have 
no  branches.  When  paft  the  garden,  they  were  to  proceed  ftraight 
on  to  the  Valdore  avenue,  which  was  not  far  diftant,  and,  having 
crofTed  it,  were  to  file  down  on  the  other  fide,  to  gain  the  left  flank 
of  the  Valdore  redoubt;  where,  if  not  difcovered,  they  could  not 
be  cxpedted,  and  the  bound-hedge  hereabouts  v-as  not  fo  ftrong  as 
on  the  other  fide.  The  redoubt  had  a dry  ditch,  with  palifadoes  at 
the  bottom,  and  fix  embrafures,  of  which  the  parapet  was  fraized. 

The  grenadiers  were  to  nifh  on,  and  efcalade  the  redoubt  without 
firing,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  line  were,  part  to  fupport  them,  and 
part  to  fpread  along  the  bound-hedge,  and  to  force  their  way  through 
wherever  they  could  find  openings,  or  at  leaft  to  continue  the  fire 
until  they  had  driven  away  the  enemy,  who  w'ere  expedted  to  line 
and  defend  the  other  fide;  the  two  field-pieces  were  likewife  to  affift 
in  this  fervice  after  the  grenadiers  had  pafifed  them  to  the  efcalade. 

The  day  had  begun  to  dawn,  when  the  head  of  the  line  arrived  at 
the  two  enclofures,  and  Major  Robert  Gordon,  v/ho,  excepting  Mon- 
fon, only  knew  the  courfe  of  march,  and  was  to  lead  the  grenadiers 
to  the  afifault,  was  not  prefent:  and  the  grenadiers,  wanting  orders, 
naturally  entered  the  lane  which  lay  before  them.  Officers  were 
VoL.  II.  4Q  fent 
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fent  back  to  Colonel  Monlbn,  to  know  what  next  they  were  to  do. 
Monfon,  exafpe rated  at  this  fecond  miflake  in  the  condudl  of  his 
brigade,  ran  forward  to  re£lify  it  if  poffible,  or  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  grenadiers,  and  lead  the  aflault.  Juft  as  he  reached 
them,  the  enemy  difcovered  the  line  which  had  got  to  the  end  of 
the  lane,  within  a hundred  yards  of  the  redoubt,  which  in  this  flank 
had  a twenty-four  pounder,  double  loaded  with  langrain.  They 
fired  it,  and  its  execution  was  terrible,  killing  eleven  men,  and 
wounding  26;  amongft  them  Colonel  INIonfon  fell,  ftruck  with  a 
piece  of  iron,  which  broke  both  the  bones  of  his  leg.  The  grenadiers, 
inftead  of  being  difmayed,  or  now  hefitating  for  want  of  order,  of 
their  own  motion,  rulhed  to  the  efcalade;  and  the  officers,  of  their 
own  judgement,  got  the  line  as  faft  as  they  could  out  of  the  en- 
clofed  way,  and  led  them  to  the  hedge,  when  the  attack  and  de- 
fence foon  became  general  and  extenfive;  but  the  aflault  of  the- 
grenadiers  ftopped  the  firing  of  the  cannon  from  the  redoubt,  which 
otherwife  would  have  continued  to  enfilade  the  troops  attacking  the 
hedge.  The  grenadiers,  although  feverely  galled  by  mulketry  from 
above  and  in  flank,  perfifted  after  feveral  repulfes,  and  at  length 
forced  their  way  through  the  embrafures  of  the  redoubt,  when  the 
troops  within  quitted  it,  and  ran  out  of  the  gorge;  on  which  all 
defending  the  hedge  abandoned  their  pofts  likewife,  and  the  whole 
hurried  in  diforder  to  gain  the  glacis  of  the  town. 

The  regiments  of  Lorrain  and  Lally  continued  fome  minutes  on 
the  rifing  ground,  in  as  much  uncertainty  as  Major  Smith’s  brigade, 
who  the  troops  of  Major  William  Gordon’s  divifion  might  be;  but 
remained  firm  until  they  heard  the  firing  at  the  Valdore  redoubt, 
v/hcn  comprehending  the  whole  difpofition  of  the  attack,  they 
inarched  off  in  hafte,  regained  the  avenue,  and  retreated  to  the  re- 
doubt of  Villenore.  IVIajor  Smith  immediately  followed  them  with 
his  brigade,  preffmg  fo  clofe  on  their  rear,  that  they  palTed  through 
the  winding  of  the  hedge,  without  ftopping  to  defend  or  reinforce 
the  redoubt;  this  trepidation  caught  the  guard,  who,  after  dif- 
charging  the  guns  of  their  loads  upon  the  brigade  as  it  was  advanc- 
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ing  to  the  poft,  retired  with  the  regiments  to  the  glacis  of  the 
town.  Major  Smith  immediately  took  poll'effion  of  the  redoubts, 
and  was  foon  after  joined  by  the  Highlanders  commanded  by  Major 
Scot,  who  belonging  to  Monfon’s  attack  had  forced  their  way 
throuHi  the  hedge  between  the  \"aldore  and  the  V illenore  redoubts. 
I'he  battalion  of  India  ftill  continued  at  or  about  the  x‘\riancopang 
redoubt,  having  entertained  no  notion  of  retreating;  but  were  de- 
terred from  making  any  motion-to  fupport  the  other  polls,  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  attacked  themfelves:  this  however  did  not  happen; 
for  the  cavalry  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  \ allerot,  who 
were  intended  to  make  a feint  attack  upon  this  quarter,  when  the 
other  two  fhould  commence,  did  not  appear  upon  their  ground  until 
all  was  finllhed.  There  was  a fmall  opening  in  the  hedge  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  Villenore  redoubt,  where  a retrencli- 
ment  had  been  thrown  up,  and  the  battalion  of  India  kept  a guard,  * 
w ho  abandoned  it  on  the  appearance  of  a party  which  Major  Smith 
detached  along  the  infide  of  the  hedge  to  attack  them  in  the  rear. 
The  total  lofs  fuflained  in  the  two  attacks,  w^ere  115  Europeans 
killed  and  wounded,  which  fell  nearly  equal  in  both  brigades,  but 
in  Monfon’s  heaviefl  amongfl;  the  grenadiers,  of  whom,  befides  rank 
and  file,  a Lieutenant  and  an  Enfign  w^ere  killed.  The  Sejioys  fuf- 
fered  much  lefs,  having  been  very  little  expofed.  T he  French  lofs 
was  not  known;  but  they  luffered  mod:  at  the  attacks  of  Oulgarry, 
where  fome  were  likewile  made  prifoners. 

The  Bombay  detachment  of  350  men  were  ftationed  to  guard 
the  three  pofts  in  the  hedge,  and  the  body  of  the  army  affembled 
and  encamped  in  the  paddy-helds  to  the  left  of  Oulgarry.  The 
fituation  W'as  ill  chofen,  being  commanded  by  higher  grounds, 
and  lialile  to  be  fwamped  on  the  fird:  rain;  but  the  talents  of  Major 
Robert  Cordon  W'ere  inadequate  to  the  general  command,  which 
devolved  on  him  by  the  incapacity  to  which  Colonel  Monlbii  was 
reduced  by  his  wound.  Major  Jofeph  Smith  advifed  that  the 
whole  of  the  Company’s  battalion,  1000  men,  fhould  remain  in 
the  village  of  Oulgarry  to  cover  the  three  ports  in  the  hedge ; 
and  that  their  gorges,  which  were  open,  fhould  be  retrenched, 
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without  delay,  and  fufficient  day  remained  to  accomplifh  the 
work;  but  Robert  Gordon,  from  the  falfe  fhame  of  ignorance,  would 
not  fee  the  neceffity : and  in  the  enfuing  night,  the  enemy  made  a 
vigorous  attack  on  all  the  three  polls,  which  they  W’ould  have  car- 
ried, had  not  the  guards  defended  them,  as  dearly  purchafed,  with 
the  utmoh:  refolution,  until  reinforced  by  the  picquets  from  the  camp, 
when  the  enemy  retreated.  Seventeen  or  eighteen  Europeans  of  the 
Bombay  detachment  were  killed  in  this  defence;  the  enemy’s  lofs 
was  not  known,  but  could  not  be  lefs.  Had  they  attacked  with 
their  whole  force,  the  redoubt  u'ould  have  been  retaken,  for  the 
guards,  inferior  in  number,  had  no  advantage  of  defences  on  the 
hde  towards  the  town,  and  the  main  body  of  the  army,  exhauRed 
with  fatigue,  and  dead  with  deep,  were  at  too  great  a didance  to 
have  come  up  in  time  to  fhare  the  conteft. 

Two  days  after,  the  battalion  of  India  retreated  from  their  Rations 
at  the  hedge  near  the  Ariancopang  redoubt;  but  the  ufual  guard 
continued  in  the  redoubt,  and  the  ufual  garrifon  in  the  fort  of  Ari- 
ancopang on  the  other  fide  of  the  river.  But  the  enemy  receiving 
intelligence  that  prej^arations  were  making  in  the  camp  to  attack  the. 
fort,  the  garrifon  evacuated  it  on  the  13th  at  noon,  and  as  they 
were  going  off  fprung  a mine,  wdiich  blew  up  the  badion  to  the 
ead  with  part  of  the  rampart,  and  laid  the  body  of  the  place  open. 
They  retreated  to  the  glacis  of  the  town,  where  the  main  body  of 
the  army  lay  encamped,  and  had  been  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of 
feveral  fmall  efcorts  with  providons,  which  the  removal  of  the 
Englilfi  army  from  Perimbe  had  encxiuraged  to  venture  round  the 
Red  Hill the  guard  dill  continued  at  the  redoubt  of  Ariancopang. 

The  troops  which  Mahomed  Idbof  appointed  to  attack  the  didridls 
of  Dindigul  from  Madura,  were  300  horfe,  1500  Sepoys,  and  3000 
Peons;  but  as  mod  of  them  had  fird  to  march  from  Tinnivelly, 
it  w'as  the  middle  of  July  before  they  commenced  hodilities,  when 
pafdng  by  Sholavanden,  they  reduced  feVeral  fmall  pods,  command- 
ing defiles,  but  weakly  garrifoiied,  until  they  arrived  at  a more  con- 
dderable  fort,  called  Battal  Gunta,  I3  miles  to  the  s.  e,  of  Dindigul, 
which  made  more  relidance ; and  the  troops  of  Madura  having  only 
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fmall  guns,  with  much  difficulty  made  a kind  of  breach,  which  1 760. 
they  ftormed,  and  carried  on  the  firfl  day  of  Auguft;  and  imme-  odo^. 
diately  began  to  repair  and  add  better  works,  but  had  not  compleated 
them  before  the  troops  of  Dindigul  were  reinforced  from  Myfore, 
and  taking  the  held  encamped  within  light  of  Battal  Gunta,  in 
which  the  troops  of  Madura  had  kept  a garrifon,  but  the  main  body 
lay  without  the  walls. 

The  equipment  and  departure  of  the  troops  which  accompanied 
the  Nabob  into  the  Carnatic,  and  the  fubfequent  affilbances  fent  to 
Karical,  had  left  the  government  and  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly  fo 
bare  of  men,  money,  and  Ibores,  that  Captain  R.  Smith  could  not 
undertake  the  expedition  he  had  propofed  agaiiih;  the  Mylbreans, 
until  all  thefe  wants  were  fupplied,  which  depended  intirely  on  his 
own  refources,  for  although  the  Prefldency  and  Colonel  Coote'  ap- 
proved and  recommended  to  him  the  moft  a£live  exertions  againfb 
the  Myfore  territory,  he  received  no  affiftance  either  of  money  from 
the  one  nor  of  troops  from  the  other;  fo  that  the  preparations  ne- 
celTary  for  the  expedition  prevented  him  from  taking  the  field  until 
the  6th  of  Auguft.  His  force  was  50  Europeans,  with  two  guns, 
and  four  cohorns,  700  Sepoys  from  the  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly; 

600  horfe,  and  1000  Peons  armed  with  match-locks,  moftly  fent  by 
Tondiman,  a few  belonging  to  the  Nabob,  the  reft  to  Tanjore ; and 
3000  Colleries  from  the  neighbouring  Polygars,  who  were  content 
to  ferve  on  very  flight  ftipend,  in  expebtation  of  ample  plunder  in  the 
fertile  diftrldls  they  were  going  to  invade.  This  army  proceeded  along 
the  Ibuthern  bank  of  the  Caveri,  and  on  the  13th  came  before  Pudi- 
cotah,  a mud  fort,  fituated  on  the  bank  of  this  river,  about  40  miles 
to  the  weft  of  Tritchinopoly,  which,  with  other  diftribls,  the  Nabob 
had  ceded  to  the  Myforeans,  when  his  allies,  in  the  war  of  i 753. 

On  their  arrival,  a report  prevailed,  that  a large  body  of  troops 
Were  marching  from  'Seringapatam  to  Caroor.  The  garrifon  at 
Pudicotah,  converting  this 'news  i-hto  hourly  expe<ftation  of  relief, 
flood  on  the  defenfive,  and  having  three  guns,  obliged  Captain 
Smith  to  raife  a battery,  which,  having  nothing  but  field-pieces 
to  mount,  would  not  have  foon  produced  much  efFedt;  but,  by 
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1760.  the  time  the  battery  opened,  the  garrifon  had  lavifhed  away  all 
^to^.  powder,  and  capitulated.  The  lols  fuftained  in  the  attack 

was  only  three  men  wounded.  The  next  day  Captain  Smith,  with 
400  of  the  Se])oys,  and  two  cohorns,  paffed  the  Caveri  to  reduce 
Iloor,  a fort  fituated  on  the  other  bank,  ten  miles  beyond  Puuicotah; 
but  the  garrifon  evacuated  it  on  his  appearance.  From  hence  he 
marched  againfl  Caroor,  the  principal  objedl  of  his  expedition. 

Caroor  is  iituated  50  miles  vv^eft  of  Tritchi nopoly,  and  hands  on  a 
plain  fve  miles  to  the  fouth  of  the  Cav'eri,  but  near  another  river, 
which  falls  into  the  Caveri  at  that  dihance  to  the  north.  The  ri\  er  of 
Caroor  was  the  ancient  boundary  between  the  dominions  of  Tritchi- 
nopoly  and  Myfore;  and  this  conterminal  lituatlon,  under  the  le- 
curity  of  a ilrong  fort,  and  its  rule  over  a rich  and  extenfive  dihri^l 
had  'formerly  rendered  it  a place  of  great  mercantile  refort  and  opu- 
lence, and  it  hill  continued  populous  wdth  fome  wealthy  inhabitants. 
The  river  continues  at  the  dihance  of  800  yards  oppofite  to  the 
fouth  lide  of  the  fort,  and  1000  yards  beyond,  turns  fhort,  and  hrikes 
direclly  north:  along  this  part,  after  the  turning,  and  clofe  to  the  bank, 
extends  the  pettah,  which  likewife  has  the  other  courl'e  of  the  river 
on  the  fouth  fide;  but  not  fo  near;  the  extent  of  the  pettah  along 
the  river,  from  fouth  to  north,  is  1000  yards,  and  recedes  from  it 
about  500,  lo  that  the  efplanade  between  the  pettah  and  the  fort  is 
500  yards  acrofs.  This  ground  is  interlecled  by  tw'o  water-courfes 
derived  from  the  river  to  the  fouth,  one  of  which  pafiTes  dole  to  the 
wefi:  lide  of  the  pettah,  and  turns  along  the  north-fide  until  it  rejoins 
the  river  to  the  eaft,  and  thus  ferves  as  a ditch  on  the-W.  and  n ; the 
other  water-courle  lies  midway  between  the  fort  and  the  pettah,  and 
flretches  to  the  north  much  farther  out  into  the  plain.  The  whole 
of  the  pettah  is  inclofed  by  a mud-wall  with  towers,  but  of  little 
defence. 

The  fort  is  built  of  hone,  and  is  nearly  a fquare  of  600  yards.  It 
has  Iquare  towers  in  the  curtain,  and  bahions  at  the  four  angles, 
behind  eac^ji  of  which  hands  a cavalier,  or  round  tower  of  folid  ma- 
fonry,  which  riles  ten  feet  higher  than  the  bahion.  The  whole  fort 
is  furrounded  by  a dry  ditch,  of  which  the  counterfearp  is  faced 
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with  ftone  ; and  on  the  other  fide  is  lined  by  the  foot  of  the  main  1760. 
wall  of  the  curtain,  without  berm  or  faiiffebraye ; excepting  along 
that  part  of  the  rampart,  which  extends  from  the  left  of  the  great 
gateway  in  the  middle  of  the  eaftern  lide  to  the  baftion  in  the  n.  e. 
angle,  and  round  it  half-way  along  the  northern  wall ; in  which 
extent  a flip  of  dry  ground,  20  yards  broad  on  the  eaflern  fide, 
and  40  on  the  northern,  is  left  as  a place  of  arms,  and  Ikirted  W'ith 
a parapet  wall,  with  loop-holes  for  mufkitry ; and  round  this  wall 
the  ditch,  leaving  the  body  of  the  fort,  continues.  There  was  no 
glacis,  but  a clear  efplanade  of  400  yards  round.  The  garrifon 
confifted  of  800  horfe,  1000  Sepoys,  1000  matchlock-men,  and 
a great  multitude  of  Colleries  which  had  been  drawn  from  the 
hills  towards  Dindigul.  Mofl;  of  thefe  troops’  were  affembled  in 
the  pettah,  and  manned  the  walls  on  the  appearance  of  Captain 
Smith’s  detachment,  which  came  in  flght  on  the  1 7th,  in  the  morn- 
ing, approaching  from  the  eaflward  : the  river,  although  it  had  no 
where  more  than  three  feet  water,  was  three  hundred  yards  in 
breadth. 

The  neceflity  of  preferving  the  communication  with  Tritchinopoly 
required  that  the  army  fliould  command  the  river  during  the  at-  » 
tack  of  the  fort;  which  if  advancing  from  a different  point  of  fup- 
port,  they  might  have  attacked  outright  at  once  on  the  weftern  face : 
and  as  the  pofleffion  of  the  pettah  would  befl;  fecure  the  river.  Cap- 
tain Smith  prudently  made  this  his  flrfl:  obje6l.  If  the  pettah  were 
attacked  on  the  eaftern  fide,  the  river  was  to  be  paflTed  under  the  fire 
of  this  front : if  on  the  north  or  fouth,  the  attack  would  be  cx- 
pofed  to  the  additional  fire  in  flant  or  flank  from  tlie  fort;  which 
outvailed  the  paflage  of  the  river,  as  the  ground  on  the  caflern 
fhore  was  higher  than  the  eaftern  face  of  the  pettah,  which  de- 
fended the  paflage.  Accordingly  the  attack  was  made  on  this 
fide.  The  field  pieces  were  polled  in  the  higher  ground.  The  ti  oops 
were  formed  into  three  divifions.  The  cavalry  compofcd  the  left; 
the  auxiliary  foot  the  right;  the  Sepoys  and  Europeans  the  center. 

All  entered  the  river  in  this  order,  fupported  by  a brifk  fire  from  the 
artillery.  The  enemy  feemed  difpofed  to  difpute  the  paflTage,  and 
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1760.  from  the  rampart  of  the  pettah  kept  up  a conftant  but  ill-direclecl  fire 
againfl:  the  center  divifion;  but  the  cannoii-fhot  penetrating  through 
their  parapet  did  much  execution,  and  feeing  the  columns  to  the 
right  and  left  far  advanced  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  they  became  ap- 
prehenfive  that  their  retreat  to  the  fort  might  be  expofed  to  thefe 
bodies  of  horfe  and  foot  on  each  hand;  and  abandoned  the  defence, 
returning  to  the  fort  before  either  of  the  columns  had  croffed  the 
river ; but  they  had  killed  and  wounded  fome  Sepoys  in  the  paflage. 

The  plunder  was  given  up  to  the  troops  without  referve ; but  they 
found  little  of  any  value,  excepting  grain,  of  which  the  whole  crop 
of  the  country  was  in  the  town,  but  no  merchants  to  buy  it,  nor  had 
the  troops  means  to  fend  it  away.  The  firength  of  the  fort,  and 
the  fmall  number  of  Europeans  with  Captain  Smith,  on  whom, 
neverthelefs,  the  fuccefs  of  the  attack  mufi:  depend,  determined 
him  to  proceed  with  all  the  caution  necefl'ary  to  their  prefervation, 
by  opening  trenches ; and  more  artillery  was  ordered  from  Tritchi- 
nopoly.  The  convenience  of  the  pettah  determined  the  point  of 
attack  againfi:  the  fouth-eafl  baftion,  and  as  uiual  againfl  its  fa- 
lient  angle:  the  efplanade  in  this  line  was  interrupted  about  half 
way  between  the  pettah  and  the  ditch  by  Ibme  flaw  huts,  to  which 
the  enemy  had  fet  fire,  but  left  the  mud-walls  flanding.  The  next 
morning,  which  was  the  20th,  a party  of  Sepoys  were  polled  there, 
but  a flroiig  fally  of  horfe  and  foot  obliged  them  to  retire,  and  the 
enemy  remained  in  the  poft:  the  field  pieces  advanced,  and  drove 
them  from  it,  and  it  was  again  taken  polTeffion  of  by  the  Sepoys  ; 
in  a few  hours  the  enemy  made  a fecond  attempt,  but  v^ere  beaten 
off  with  lotk  The  fituation  being  exactly  proper  for  the  breaching- 
battery,  an  entrenchment  w^as  thrown  round  it,  and  a trench  of 
communication  continued  to  it  from  the  pettah,  to  preferve  the 
troops  from  the  fire  of  the  fort,  which  was  inceffant,  as  well  from 
their  cannon  as  fmall  arms.  On  the  23d  the  artillery  with  much 
difj^atch  arrived  from  Tritchinopoly ; they  were  one  eighteen- 
pounder,  two  field  twelve-pounders,  one  eight,  and  one  nine-inch 
mortar,  with  five  cohorns  ; and  by  the  next  morning  the  breaching- 
•battery  was  compleated,  and  another  in  the  rear  to  the  right,  to  en- 
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filade  the  fouth  curtain  with  ricochet.  Botii  opened  at  fun-rife,  1760. 
the  breaching  with  fix  guns,  the  mortars  and  cohorns;  the  ricochet 
with  two  field-pieces;  the  fort  returned  with  firmneis,  and  with 
much  vivacity,  and  the  advantage  of  a crofs  fire  from  the  s.w.  baf- 
tion  and  cavalier  on  the  left,  and  from  the  mafs  of  mafonry  of  the 
gateway  on  the  right.  On  the  26th  the  approaches  were  carried 
on  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  ditch,  when  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
mufquetry  growing  Ifrong  and  fare.  Captain  Smith  oidered  the  re- 
mainder of  the  trenches  to  be  condudled  by  double  fap,  which  is 
with  earth  and  gabions  on  each  fide.  The  fmall  number  of  Euro- 
peans in  the  detachment,  with  the  inexperience  of  moft  of  them  in 
carrying  on  trenches,  and  the  continual  fire  of  the  fort  by  night,  as 
well  as  by  day,  rendered  the  progrefs  of  the  double  fap  extremely 
tedious,  infomuch,  that  feven  days  were  employed  in  carrying  it, 
although  not  more  than  200  yards  of  w'ork,  to  embrace  the  angle  of 
the  counterfearp,  and  to  fpring  a mine,  which  blew  it  into  the 
ditch. 

It  was  perhaps  the  firfi:  time  that  the  Myforeans  had  ever  feen  an 
enemy  advancing  under  cover  to  the  foot  of  their  walls,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  novelty  of  the  attack,  they  fufpedled,  which  was  true, 
that  the  fort  might  be  entered  by  the  fame  means;  this  apprehenfion, 
with  the  ruin  that  had  been  committed  in  a large  tradl  of  country 
round  Caroor  by  the  matchlock-men  and  horfe  of  Tondiman  and 
Tanjore,  and  the  whole  body  of  colleries,  who  had  every  day  been 
making  excurfions,  prompted  the  governor  to  propofe  terms  for  the 
cefiFation  of  hoftilities.  He  began  by  difavowing  any  participation 
of  the  King  with  the  body  of  troops  which  had  joined  the  French 
in  the  Carnatic,  and  declared  Hyder  Ally,  whom  he  ftiled  a rebel, 
the  author  of  that  alliance  and  expedition;  in  confequence,  he 
wanted  a temporary  and  conditional  furrender.  Several  meffages 
pafied,  in  the  intervals  of  which  the  attack  and  defence  Avas  re- 
newed ; at  length  the  eighteen-pounder,  the  only  piece  of  effeftual 
battery,  burft,  and  the  breach  was  not  yet  pradlicable,  which  in- 
duced Captain  Smith  to  agree  to  the  following  conditions:  “ That 
“ an  Englifii  ferjeant,  and  fixty  Sepoys,  Ihould  immediately  be  put 
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“ ill  poiTefrion  of  the  baftioii  attacked,  and  the  Englifli  colours 
“ hoifted  in  the  fort.  That  the  Englifh  army  fliould  remain  in  the 
“ pettah,  or  any  where  elfe  out  of  the  fort,  keeping  guards  at  the 
“ counterfcarp  of  the  ditch,  for  twenty  days;  during  which,  if  no 

orders  arrh’cd  from  Madrafs  to  deliver  the  fort  again  to  the  gover- 
“ no)',  it  was  to  be  evacuated  by  the  garrifon,  who,  in  confideration 
“ of  their  gallant  defence,  were  to  carry  away  their  arms  and  horfes; 
“ but  all  proviiions  and  ftores  belonging  to  the  government  of 
“ Myfore  were  to  be  left  in  the  fort.  If  in  this  interval  an  army  ap- 
“ proached  from  Myfore,  the  garrifon  were  in  like  manner  to  evacuate 
“ the  fort  to  the  Englifli  troops : four  hoftages  were  to  be  given  by 
“ the  garrifon,  until  the  conditions  were  ultimately  decided,  and  an 
“ European  deferter  was  to  be  furrendered.”  This  capitulation  was 
f gned  on  the  2d  of  September,  and  the  Englidi  Sepoys  immediately 
took  poffeffion  of  the  baftion  attacked. 

Captain  Smith  in  his  interview  with  Boniapah,  the  governor  of 
the  fort,  was  convinced  that  the  king  of  Myfore  had  no  concert  in 
the  affiftance  which  Hyder  Ally  had  fent  to  the  government  of  Pon- 
dicherry ; and  Boniapah  having  no  doubt  from  the  articles  of  capi- 
tulation that  Caroor  would  be  reflored  to  the  king,  profferred  to 
withdraw  the  garrifon  to  Namcull,  a fort  20  miles  to  the  north,  and 
there  wait  the  orders  of  Seringapatam,  and  Fort  St.  George;  to  which 
Captain  Smith  confented  under  the  reflridlion,  that  none  of  the 
garrifon  fhould  ad!  againft  the  Englifh  until  the  fate  of  Caroor  was 
determined  at  Fort  St.  George.  Accordingly  all  the  Myfore  troops' 
evacuated  the  place  the  fame  day.  The  acquifition  was  valuable  and 
important;  for,  befides  that  its  revenues  amounted  to  44,000!.  a 
year,  it  highly  aggravated  the  refentment  of  the  miniftry  of  My- 
fore againfl  Hyder  Ally,  as  the  author  of  the  lofs. 

Hoftilities  had  continued  in  this  arrival  between  the  Myforeans  of 
Dindigul,  and  the  troops  of  Madura.  The  Myforeans  continued  the 
attack  of  Battle  Gunta  for  fix  days,  and  having  driven  away  the  troops 
which  fupported  it  without,  carried  the  fort  itfelf  by  alTault;  but 
the  defence  had  been  maintained  with  refolution,  for  in  the  courfe 
of  it  30  Sepoys  and  20  horfemen  had  been  killed  and  wounded;  and 
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of  the  Peons  50  wounded,  and  40,  with  an  officer  of  note,  killed.  The  1 760. 
Madura  troops  retired  to  a fort  three  miles  diftant,  called  Gadamcotah,  s^m^r. 
one  of  thofe  which  they  had  taken  from  the  Myforeans,  and  were  there 
joined  by  a reinforcement  from  Madura,  which  had  marched  to  relieve 
Battle  Gunta,  but  came  too  late;  this  addition  rendered  the  whole 
body  equal  to  the  Myforeans,  againft  whom  they  marched,  beat  up 
their  camp,  took  their  artillery,  recovered  poffeffion  of  Battle  Gunta, 
and  advanced  to  reduce  the  other  pohs  towards  Dindigul. 

The  capitulation  of  Caroor  arrived  at  Madrafs  on  the  1 3th  of  Scptem' 
ber.  On  the  fame  day  intelligence  was  received  from  Captain  Preflon, 
that  the  body  of  Myforeans,  which  had  continued  with  the  French 
troops  at  Gingee,  had  moved  from  thence  with  all  their  baggage  ; 
and  on  the  i ith  the  French  troops  followed,  both  proceeding  in  the 
road  to  Thiagar.  The  prefidency  were  by  this  time  convinced  that 
the  king  of  Myfore  and  Hyder  Ally  were  at  utter  variance;  but 
confidered,  that  either  they  might  reconcile  their  differences,  or  that 
Hyder,  as  was  moft  probable,  would  predominate ; and  in  either  of 
thefe  cafes,  other  fchemes  might  be  formed  by  the  Myfore  ftate  to 
balance,  as  formerly,  the  conteft  between  the  two  European  nations, 
a2:ainft  which  Caroor  in  their  own  hands  would  be  the  bed;  indemnity. 

They  therefore  ordered  Captain  Smith  to  keep  poffeffion,  ffill  with 
profeffion  of  amity  to  the  king,  but  neither  to  give  any  affiffance, 
nor  oppofe  any  force  which  the  king  might  fend  againfl:  Hyder 
Ally,  but  rather  to  employ  his  detachment  feparately  againft  the 
troops  of  Hyder  Ally,  if  the  opportunity  fhould  occur. 

Colonel  Cootc  was  not  embarked  for  Bengal,  when  the  news  of 
the  fuccefs  againft  the  bound-hedge  arrived  at  Madrafs,  and  with  it 
Colonel  Monfon  reprefented  the  Incapacity  in  which  he  was  likely 
to  remain  for  feveral  months  of  a6ling  in  the  field,  and  requefted 
that  Colonel  Coote  might  refume  the  command  of  the  army. 

The  Prefidency  feconding  the  requeft,  he  confented,  and  ar- 
ri\'ed  in  the  camp  on  the  night  of  the  20th ; where  he  found 
the  army  in  the  greateft  difcontent,  efpecially  the  black  troops,  for 
the  want  of  provifions,  owing  to  the  avarice  of  the  renters  appointed 
by  the  Nabob  in  the  conquered  countries,  who,  forefeeing  that  the 
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price  of  grain  would  rife,  fuifered  none  to  be  brought  to  the  camp. 
Sicknefs  likewife  prevailed,  and  with  the  wounded  there  were  600 
Europeans  in  the  hofpital. 

The  next  day  Colonel  Coote  caufed  the  gorges  of  the  redoubts  in 
the  bound-hedge  to  be  fortified,  and  fixed  pofts  in  proper  Nations  in 
the  higher  ground  round  the  camp:  from  whence  on  the  23d,  a 
detachment  of  200  rank  and  file,  with  the  company  of  pioneers, 
a great  number  of  cooleys  and  carpenters,  marched  to  a hillock  of 
fand,  which  flood  half  a mile  from  the  fea,  and  at  the  diflance  of  a 
mile  direffly  oppofite  to  the  Madrafs  redoubt  in  the  north  fide  of 
the  bound-hedge.  Here  they  were  to  remain,  and  raife  a large  re- 
doubt on  the  table  of  the  hill,  capable  of  containing  fi\  e hundred 
men.  On  the  27th  in  the  forenoon.  Colonel  Coote  advanced, 
with  his  ufual  efcort  of  three  companies  of  Sepoys,  and  300 
black  horfe,  towards  the  Ariaucopang  redoubt,  at  which  the 
guard  took  panic,  and  firing  off  the  guns  before  the  party  were 
within  point- blank- fhot,  abandoned  the  poff,  of  which  Colonel 
Coote  took  pofleffion,  and  leaving  the  Sepoys  in  it,  returned  in 
the  afternoon  with  workmen  to  retrench  the  gorge;  on  whofe 
appearance  the  town  cannonaded  and  threw  fliells,  but  without 
effedf,  and  the  gorge  was  completed  the  next  night.  Early  in  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  400  of  the  enemy’s  Europeans,  with  two 
field-pieces,  marched  from  the  glacis  to  recover  the  redoubt,  and. 
made  various  attempts,  in  all  of  which  they  were  repulfed,  until 
they  perceived  two  companies  of  Sepoys  marching  on  their  right 
to  gain  their  rear,  whom  Colonel  Coote,  who  was  always  early 
abroad,  had  fent  from  the  Valdore  redoubt;  on  which  the  enemy 
retreated,  but  as  they  were  going  off  received  the  fire  of  the  Sepoys, 
who  were  therafelves  expofed  to  a ffrong,  but  diflant  fire  from 
the  town.  The  enemy  had  two  officers  and  feven  privates  killed,, 
and  the  adjutant  of  the  Lorrain  regiment  with  18  wounded.  None 
were  killed  in  the  redoubt,  and  only  one  Sepoy  in  the  plain. 
Fifty  Europeans  were  appointed  to  be  the  guard  in  future,  as  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  fudden  defence,  until  reinforced ; and  more  would  have. 

been 
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been  unneceffarily  expofed  to  the  fire  of  (hot  and  fhells,  which  con- 
tinued and  reached  from  the  town. 

In  that  part  of  the  limits,  which  is  immediately  behind  the  Ma- 
drafs  redoubt,  was  a regular  village  of  feveral  ftreets,  called,  from 
its  intention,  the  Blancherie,  in  which  all  the  cloths  purchafed  for 
the  French  company  at  Pondicherry  were  bleached,  and  warehoufes 
were  built  in  the  village  to  receive  them.  As  thefe  buildings  would 
not  only  atford  fheltcr  but  convenience  to  the  Englifh  troops,  the 
enemy  refolved  to  deflroy  them,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  Madrafs  re- 
doubt, with  the  ground  about  it.  They  began  to  dcmolidi  on  the 
30th  of  September,  of  which  Colonel  Coote  received  intelligence,  and 
law  the  intention.  He  went  the  next  day,  with  his  ufual  efcort  of 
Sepoys  and  black  horfe,  as  if  he  only  meant  to  review  the  progrels 
of  the  redoubt  he  had  ordered  to  be  raifed  to  the  north  of  the 
hedge,  in  which  Major  Jofeph  Smith  commanded  for  the  week. 
After  dinner,  both  officers  mounted  their  horfes,  and  proceeded 
with  the  efcort  along  the  ffrand  of  the  fea,  towards  the  limits 
of  Pondicherry,  as  if  they  only  meant  to  reconnoitre.  The  bound- 
hedge  ceafeth  at  Ibme  diffance  from  the  water-mark,  and  left  an 
opening  on  the  fand,  which  the  enemy  had  negledfed  to  clofe  or 
obffruft.  As  foon  as  near  this  opening.  Colonel  Coote  ordered  the 
Sepoys  to  form  in  three  parties,  and  the  horfe  to  divide  equally  with 
them;  but  the  Sepoys  having  entertained  no  fufpicion  that  they 
were  led  to  fuch  an  attack,  boggled ; on  which  he  ordered  the  horle 
to  cut  down  whoever  refufed  to  advance,  or  attempted  to  run  away;: 
and  the  Sepoys,  afhamed  of  their  backwardnefs,  recovered  their 
ipirit.  Two  of  the  divifions  went  off  to  the  right,  one  to  force 
through  the  bound-hedge,  500  yards  beyond  the  Madrafs  redoubt 
on  its  left,  the  other  to  attack  the  redoubt  itfelf,  whilff  Colonel 
Coote  with  Jofeph  Smith  remained  along  the  fea-fhore,  ready  to 
pufh,  and  gain  the  rear  of  the  hedge,  and  all  the  three  attacks  were 
to  be  made  at  the  fame  time.  There  were  fome  fmall  j^ieces  of 
cannon  in  the  redoubt,  and  feveral  guards  of  Sepoys  along  the  inlide 
of  the  hedge,  all  of  which  kept  up  a conffant  lire,  but  at  too  great 
a diftance,  whilft  the  two  parties  fent  to  the  right  were  advancing 
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to'  the  ground  oppofite  theii  refj^eclive  attacks.  All  bore  down 
properly,  as  it  had  been  concerted.  Colonel  Coote’s  dlvifion 
eafily  pufhed  round,  and  that  on  the  right  through  the  hedge; 
and  as  Toon  as  within  both  advanced,  driving  the  guards  before 
them,  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  redoubt,  againft  which  the  divifion 
which  attacked  it  had  not  fucceeded,  having  more  difficulties  and 
reliftance  to  encounter;  but  as  foon  as  the  guard  faw  the  danger 
approaching  from  either  hand  within  the  hedge,  they  abandoned  the 
redoubt,  and  retreated  haftily  into  the  warehoufes  of  the  bleaching 
town,  which  flood  within  200  yards  inclofed  with  a high  wall.  Five 
Sepoys  were  killed,  and  the  fame  number  wounded  in  the  different 
attacks.  All  the  three  companies,  with  an  Enfign,  were  left  at  the 
redoubt;  Colonel  Coote  and  Major  Smith  returned,  the  Major  to  his 
poll,  the  Colonel  to  the  camp,  from  whence  he  fent  off  a party  of  pio- 
neers with  gabions  and  fafeines  under  the  command  of  Enfign  Mac- 
mahon,  to  clofe  and  retrench  the  gorge  of  the  redoubt;  but  they 
were  firfl  to  proceed  to  Major  Smith’s  pofl,  from  whence  they 
were  to  be  accompanied  by  a detachment  of  European  foldiers  : but 
Macmahon,  miftaking  his  orders,  did  not  call  for  this  neceffary 
reinforcement.  In  war  more  than  in  all  the  other  occupations  of 
man,  negle6l  rarely  fails  to  bring  on  its  own  punifhment. 

At  midnight,  whilft  the  pioneers  wei'e  at  work,  they  were  fud- 
denly  attacked  by  400  Europeans,  and  600  Sepoys,  detached  from 
the  town.  The  Enfign,  a Dane,  who  commanded  the  Sepoys  in 
the  redoubt,  abandoned  it  on  the  firfl  onfet,  in  which  Enfign 
Macmahon  was  killed ; and  the  pioneers,  furprized  and  defencelefs, 
efcaped  as  they  could;  what  Sepoys  were  within  the  redoubt 
jumped  out;  but  the  greateft  part,  who  were  flationed  round,  en- 
couraged by  a Subahdar  named  Coven  Naig,  kept  with  him,  and 
gained  the  plain  at  fome  diflance  without  fright,  where  they  formed, 
under  his  direction,  and  followed  him  to  recover  the  poft.  They 
mounted  the  outfide  of  the  ramj}art,  gained  footing  on  the  infide, 
kept  it,  and  continued  a hot  fire  on  the  area  below,  efpecially 
tow'ards  the  gorge.  The  enemy  imputed  this  refblution  to 
much  greater  numbers  than  they  expelled,  and  than  really  were  at 
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the  poll:,  aud  in  this  fuppofition  retreated  to  the  bleaching-houfe.  1760. 
Soon  after  came  up  a ftrong  party  of  Europeans  detached  on  the  firfl: 
firing  by  Major-  Smith  from  his  poll  to  the  north.  In  the  different 
acfions  from  the  firlf  affault,  three  private  Europeans,  belides  enfign 
Macmahon,  were  killed,  and  30  Sepoys  killed  and  wounded.  The 
enemy  the  next  morning  erefted  a battery  of  four  pieces  of  cannon 
at  the  end  of  a lane,  which  joined  the  flreet  of  the  Blancherie,  lead- 
ing as  well  as  that  in  a flraight  line  to  the  rear  of  the  redoubt,  on 
which  they  continued  firing  two  days  without  killing  any  of  the 
guard,  and  then  having  other  occupations  they  defifled  ; fome  muf- 
ketry  ftill  continued  in  the  bleaching-hovtfe,  but  were  driven  out  the 
next  day,  and  abandoned  the  village. 

The  acquifition  of  theMadrafs  redoubt  com  pleted  the  entirepoflef- 
fion  of  the  bound-hedge  from  the  fea-fhore  to  the  north,  as  far  as 
the  river  of  Ariancopang  to  the  s.  e.  ; and  turned  againfi;  the  town, 
with  every  advantage,  the  line  of  circumvallation  intended  for  its 
defence.  But  the  ground  to  the  fouth  along  the  courfe  of  the  river, 
from  the  redoubt  of  Ariancopang  to  the  fea,  was  ftill  open,  and  the 
river  fpreading  over  fheets  of  fand,  which  were  often  dry,  was  all 
times,  excepting  in  the  rainy  feafon,  fordable;  and  to  fecure  the 
paflage,  Mr.  Tally  had  fome  months  before  erefled  a redoubt,  which 
he  called  St.  Thomas,  in  a fmall  ifland  of  fand  in  the  river,  oppofite 
to  the  center  of  this  face  of  the  town,  and  about  500  yards  from  the 
wails.  The  rains  were  now  approaching,  and  the  redoubt,  if  im-  - 
mediately  taken  pofteffion  of,  could  not  be  maintaind  by  the  Englifti 
army  after  the  river  ftiould  fill,  and  as  ufual  overflow  the  country  ; 
for  which  reafon  Colonel  Coote  deferred  the  redudfion  of  it,  until 
the  rains  were  paffed.  In  the  mean  time  efforts  were  ftill  to  be 
a])prehendcd  to  bring  provifions  into  the  town  ; for  the  French 
troops,  which  had  followed  the  laft  divifion  of  the  Myforeans  to 
Thiagar,  continued  there;  and  although  the  main  body  of  tne 
Myforeans  had  left  Thiagar,  no  intelligence  was  vet  received  of  their 
departure  to  their  own  country. 

The  French  force  which  had  marched  to  Thiagar,  was  400 
European  foot,  250  European  horfe,  and  1000  Sepoys,  The  • 

little 
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1760.  little  army  of  obfervation,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Pi’eflon,  was  not  equal  to  an  open  encounter  with  this  force  ; he, 
however,  with  his  ufual  acliv'ity,  determined  to  give  them  all  the 
interruption  in  his  power,  and  ordered  Captain  JNlartin,  who,  with 
the  free  company  of  50  Frenchmen,  was  abroad  with  the  Polygarof 
Ventivalum  in  the  hills  to  the  fouth  of  Gin2:ee,  to  haiiij  in  the  rear 
of  the  enemv’s  march  4 and  moved  himfelf  with  the  main  bodv  of  his 
divillon  from  Ratlagrammon,  to  watch  their  motions  at  Vicravandi, 
left  they  fhould  turn,  and  lay  wafte  the  recovered  diftrids  between 
this  place  and  Verdachilum,  hlartin  knowing  the  country,  and  uling 
the  night,  picked  up  twelve  Europeans  of  the  French  troops.  They 
reached  the  Panar  juh  as  it  was  fwelled  by  a fudden  flood  ; and  per- 
lifting  neverthelefs  to  crofs  it,  Ibrae  of  them  were  carried  away  and 
drowned  in  the  flream,  which  the  Myforeans  had  pafled  with  eal'e 
before  the  frefhes  came  down.  As  foon  as  Prellon  v'as  arrived  at 
Vicravandi,  the  garrifon  remaining  at  Gingee  marched  and  aflault- 
ed  Ratlagrammon,  in  which  had  been  left  only  two  companies  of 
Sepoys,  who  defended  the  |yofl:  with  refolution,  and  obliged  the 
enemy  to  retire,  after  they  had  loft  fourteen  Europeans  killed  in  the 
attack,  and  leaving  an  officer  and  three  wounded,  who  were  made 
prifoners.  Preflion  receiving  intelligence,  that  the  French  troops  and 
the  Myforeans  were  aflembled  at  Thiagar,  returned  from  Vicra- 
vandi to  Raltagrammon,  left:  they  fhould  return  fuddenly  during 
his  abfence,  and  attempt  to  move  to  Pondicherry  with  the  convoy  of 
bullocks  which  flill  continued  at  Gingee. 

By  this  time,  the  prefidency  knew  the  caufe  of  the  departure  of 
the  laid;  body  of  Mylbreans  from  Gingee  to  Thiagar,  but  were  not 
able  to  account  for  the  march  of  the  French  troops  fo  far  to 
the  weft  ward,  at  a time  when  their  utmoft  efforts  became  every  day 
more  neceffary  to  effort  the  provifions  they  had  colleded,  into  Pon- 
dicherry. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  Balagerow,  the  general  and  regent  of 
the  Morattoes,  fent  an  army  of  8000  horfe,  and  the  fam.e  number  of 
foot,  with  cannon,  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  fervice, 

named 
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named  VizvazypuQt,  which  croffed  the  Kriftna  in  the  month  of  1760. 
February,  and  advancing  to  the  fouthv/ard  hopped  frequently  to 
exa6t  contributions  from  forts  and  ftrong  holds  in  the  way ; feveral 
of  which,  on  denial,  they  took.  In  the  beginning  of  June  they 
halted  and  encamped  at  Chinabalabaram,  on  the  confines  of  Myfore 
to  the  N.  E.  and  not  far  from  the  hills  to  the  n.  w.  of  the  Carnatic, 
from  whence  Vizvazypunt  fent  letters,  fignifying  expeflations  of 
money,  but  proffering  affihance  to  the  Nabob  Mahomed  x\lly  ; and 
others  to  the  king  of  Myfore,  demanding  with  more  authority 
the  arrears  of  the  chout,  or  tribute,  to  which  the  IMorattoe  nation 
pretends  a right  from  all  the  countries  in  the  peninfula.  At  this 
time  Hyder  Ally,  at  Seringapatam,  the  capital  of  Myfore,  had,  as 
if  in  dilguft,  refigned  his  employments  of  general  and  minifter:  he 
had  fome  time  before  concluded  his  treaty  with  M.  Lallv,  and  fent 
off  the  body  of  4000  Myforeans,  which  came  to  Pondicherry  under 
the  command  of  his  brother-in-law  Mufloon  Saheb;  relying  on  this 
alliance,  and  his  own  courage,  he  was  fo  affured  of  his  importance 
and  fafety,  that  he  abided  at  a town  within  three  miles  of  Seringa- 
patam, with  all  his  family  of  women,  attended  only  by  300  horfe- 
men,  who  were  of  proved  fidelity  and  refolution.  Agents  accompanied 
the  letters  of  Vizvazypunt,  with  whom  the  king  concerted,  that 
their  maftcr  fhould  move  with  his  army  to  Seringapatam,  as  if  to 
haften  by  intimidation  the  levy  of  a large  contribution,  which  the 
king  had  privately  confented  to  pay.  Hyder  Ally  fuppofed,  that 
their  approach  would  reinflate  him  in  the  command  of  the  king’s 
forces  to  oppofe  tliem,  and  difcovered  when  near,  that  the  Morat- 
toes  had  engaged  to  feize  his  perfon ; on  which  he  mounted  in  the 
dead  of  night,  accompanied  by  fome  of  his  horfemen,  and  left  his 
whole  family  behind.  Some  Morattoes  followed  them,  whom  he 
out-ftripped,  and  the  next  day  arrived  at  Bangalore,  a flrong  city 
60  miles  to  the  north  of  Seringapatam.  Being  the  bringer  of  his 
own  errand,  he  had  time,  and  found  means  to  engage  fome  of  the 
officers,  who  prevailed  on  the  reft  to  declare  they  would  abide  by 
his  fortunes  ; and  in  confequence  they  fhut  the  gates.  From  this 
retreat  he  immediately  fent  orders  to  his  brother-in-law,  to  quit  the 
VoL.  11.  4 S Carnatic 
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6o.  Carnatic  with  all  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  to  march, 
a^'oiding  the  Morattoes,  to  Bengalore.  Muftoon  Saheb  had  received 
the  letters,  when  he  moved  from  Phndicherry  on  the  i6th  of  Au- 
gufl;  but  concluding  Hyder  Ally  to  be  in  fafety  for  a while  at  Ben- 
galore, and  believing  either  that  a reconciliation  would  take  place 
between  him  and  the  King,  after  the  retreat  of  the  Morattoes ; or 
otherwife,  that  Hyder  Ally  might  think  it  molt  expedient  to  come 
himfelf,  and  join  the  French,  for  the  fake  of  the  celiions  ftipulated 
in  the  treaty ; he  determxined,  although  not  to  return  to  Pondicherry, 
to  continue  in  the  Carnatic,  and  in  confequence  employed,  as  we 
have  feen,  his  troops  againft  Trinomaly,  and  other  places  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  until  he  received,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  far-' 
ther  intelligence  from  Hyder  Ally,  which  left  no  alternative  to  his  de- 
parture ; ©n  which  he  recalled  the  800  horfe  whichwere  at  Gingee,and 
without  folicitation,  with  an  integrity  rare  in  the  politics  of  India, 
requeued  the  French  force  to  accompany  them  in  order  to  receive 
back  the  poffeffion  of  the  fort  of  Thiagar,  which  he  without  hipula- 
tion  tendered  of  his  own  accord.  On  their  arrival  there  on  the 
J3th  of  September,  he  fullilled  his  word,  claiming  only  on  oc- 
calion  their  future  affilfance,  and  three  days  after  maiched  away 
with  his  whole  force  to  join  his  brother.  The  French  left  200  Eu- 
ropean foot,  and  five  companies  of  Sepoys  in  Thiagar,  and  the  reft,, 
being  the  fame  number  of  foot,  1 50  European  horfe,  and  three  com- 
panies of  Sepoys,  returned  to  Gingee. 

The  reftitution  of  Thiagar,  and  the  departure  of  the  Myfore  troops 
out  of  the  province,  confirmed  the  veracity  of  the  king’s  difavowal 
of  any  participation  in  that  expedition,  and  the  Prefidency  repeated 
their  orders  to  Captain  Smith  and  the  troops  of  Madura  to  ceafe  hof> 
tilities  in  the  Myfore  diftri-fts.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  thefe  or- 
ders, Captain  Smitli  had  fent  a detachment  from  Caroor,  againft  a 
fort  called  Pudicotah,  different  from  that  he  had  taken  in  his  ap- 
proach. It  ftands  nine  miles  to  the  N.  e.  of  Caroor  on  the  fouth 
bank  of  the  Caveri.  The  garrifon  evacuated  it  on  the  appearance  of 
the  detachment,  who  left  a party  to  hold  it,  and  returned  to  Caroor.. 
The  want  of  money  prevented  any  fai  ther  operations ; for,  although 
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the  revenues  of  the  country  reduced  exceeded  300,000  rupees  a 1760. 
year,  the  devaflation  of  the  auxiliary  horfe  and  foot  which  could  not  odob^ 
be  reftraincd,  left  no  contributions  to  raile.  Captain  Smith,  there- 
fore, returned  with  a part  of  his  command  to  Tritchinopoly,  and 
on  the  way  fent  olF  a detachment  to  reinftate  two  polygars,  who 
had  been  driven  out  of  their  pollams  by  the  troops  of  Dindigul,  from 
whom  the  detachment  met  no  refiftance,  as  the  governor  of  Dindigul 
had  received  orders,  in  confequene  of  the  capitulation  of  Caroor,  to 
ceafe  hoftilitles  againfl  the  pofTeffions  of  the  Nabob.  By  this  time  the 
troops  of  Madura  had  taken  five  other  forts  between  Batal  Gunta 
and  Dindigul,  in  all  feven,  and  continued  to  keep  polfeflion  of  them 
until  farther  orders,  encamping  their  main  body  at  Batal  Gunta, 
and  keeping  flight  guards  in  the  others.  Captain  Smith  arrived  in 
the  beginning  of  Odfober  at  Madrafs,  to  give  an  account  of  his  ex- 
pedition, and  the  flate  of  the  conquered  country ; and  foon  after  re- 
turned to  his  command  in  Tritchinopoly. 

As  loon  as  it  _was  afeertained  that  the  Myforeans  had  quitted  the 
province,  Colonel  Coote,  to  fave  the  heavy  expence  of  the  black  ca- 
valry, difeharged  500  of  them,  moftly  thole  brought  by  Maphuze 
Khan,  which  reduced  the  number  to  800,  of  which  500  were  Avith 
Preflon,  and  the  reft  with  himfelf  in  the  camp.  A party,  with  fome 
bullocks,  advancing  from  Gingee,  arrived  on  the  2d  of  06lober  at 
Malamoodi,  a village  tweh'e  miles  from  Pondicherry  between  the 
river  of  Ariancopang  and  the  Panar,  intending  to  pufli  into  the 
town  in  the  night  under  the  protection  of  St.  Thomas  redoubt. 

On  intelligence  of  their  approach.  Colonel  Coote  detached  all  the 
cavalry  in  the  camj),  which,  belides  the  black,  were  one  of  the  two 
troops  of  Europeans,  to  lie  in  their  way  : of  which  the  party  got 
intelligence,  and,  leaving  their  bullocks,  returned  during  the  night, 
and  in  their  return  three  officers,  who  lagged  behind  in  their  palan- 
kins,  were  taken  by  fome  black  horfe  and  Sepoys,  which  Captain 
Prefton  had  detached  to  harafs  the  party  from  Ratalgrammon. 

The  army  had  hitherto  continued  on  the  ground  between  Oul- 
garry  and  the  river  of  Ariancopang,  were  they  had  encamped  im- 
mediately after  the  luccefs  of  the  bound-hedge.  This  ground  is  always 
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1760.  overflowecl  in  the  rainy  leafon,  of  which  the  figns  encreafed  every 
day;  and  on  the  6th  the  whole  army  marched  off  by  the  left,  and 
encamped  on  the  ridge  of  the  Red-hill,  a mile  and  half  nearer  the 
l)onnd-hedge  than  their  firft  encampment  at  Perimbe,  but  to  the  left 
. of  that  ground.  The  heighth  and  Tandy  foil  of  this  fituatioii 
drained  and  dried  the  wet  as  faff  as  it  fell,  and  fecured  at  lead:  the 
troops  from  this  inclemency  under  foot,  and  large  caferns  of  mat 
and  bamboo  were  built  to  fhelter  them  from  the  other. 

At  one  the  next  morning,  firing  of  cannon  and  mufketry  was 
heard  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry.  Befides  fmallei'  craft,  three 
French  ihips,  the  Ilermiohe,  the  Baleine,  and  the  Compagnie  des 
Indes  were  at  anchor  before  the  town,  as  near  the  furf  as  prudence 
permitted,  and  under  the  command  of  100  guns,  mounted  along  the 
works  on  this  fide,  and  the  flrand,  to  proteft  the  road.  Thefe  flrips 
were  intended  to  wait  until  the  ftormy  weather,  and  then  fail  to  ports 
to  the  fouthward,  and  return  with  provifions,  of  which  the  pre\  cn- 
tion  would  in  that  feafon  become  precarious,  even  fhould  the  Eng- 
lilh  fquadron  be  able  to  continue  in  fight  of  Pondicherry,  hlr.  Ste- 
vens had  for  fome  time  determined  to  cut  them  out  of  the  road.  His 
Iquadroii  always  continued  at  anchor  before  Cuddalore.  A fortnight 
before  the  prefent,  a night  had  been  fixed ; but  the  fhips  beginning 
to  hoift  out  their  boats  before  it  was  dark,  they  were  perceived  by 
telefcopes  from  Pondicherry ; and  men  were  immediately  fent  from  the 
ihore  to  reinforce  the  French  fhips;  which  was  likewife  difcovered  by 
the  fquadron,  and  obliged  Mr.  Stevens  to  defer  the  defign,  until  the 
enemy’s  fufpicions  fhould  have  ceafed.  In  the  mean  time  the  Tyger 
of  60  guns  was  fent  to  continue  near  Pondicherry,  and  anchored  a 
little  to  the  fouth,  two  miles  from  the  fhore.  On  the  night  of  the 
6th,  the  enterprize  was  refumed.  The  boats,  fix  and  twenty,  were 
hoiffed  out  after  dark,  and  manned  with  400  bailors,  moflly  volun- 
teers, and  failed  to  the  Tyger,  where  all  affembled  at  1 2,  Soon  after 
thev  perceived  the  lights  in  the  great  cabin  of  the  neanefl  flrip, 
the  Hermione,  extinguifhed,  and  concluding  that  the  officers  were 
o^one  to  reft,  fet  off  for  the  attack.  The  boats  moved  in  two  divi- 
lions,  one  allotted  to  the  Hermione,  the  other  to  the  next  fliip,  the 
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Baleine;  the  attack  of  the  Compagnie  des  Iiides  was  to  depend  on  1760. 
the  fiicceis  of  thefe.  To  prevent  deviation,  the  boats  of  each  divi- 
fion  moved  in  a line,  holding  to  one  another  by  ropes.  The  niches 
of  the  oars  were  covered  with  frefh  flieep'lkin,  to  prevent  creaking. 

The  watch-word  bv  which  the  men  were  to  know  one  another  in 
the  attack,  was  Cathchart,  a found  which  few  Frenchmen  can  pro- 
nounce. It  lightened  continually,  as  ufual  in  the  nights  before  the 
change  of  the  monfoon;  neverthelefs,  the  divifion  to  the  Hermione 
got  within  piftol-lhot  of  her  flern,  before  they  were  dlfcovered; 
when  the  boats  feparating,  ranged  up  equally  on  each  fide  of  the 
fhip,  and  two  went  forward  to  the  bows  to  cut  the  cables.  During 
this  approach,  all  hands  in  the  fliips  were  up,  and  firing  mulketry 
on  the  boats,  and  fhot  came  from  the  guns  of  the  C ompagnie  des 
Indes,  which  lay  to  command  both  the  other  fhips.  T he  Hermione 
was  boarded  in  as  many  parts  as  there  ^vere  boats  round  her.  The 
crew,  which  were  70  Europeans,  behaved  well,  defending  them- 
I'elves  and  the  fhip  with  pikes  and  piftols,  when  the  attack  came 
hand  to  hand.  The  man  who  firfl:  attempted  to  cut  the  cable  had 
his  head  cut  off  by  an  officer  flanding  to  guard  it  in  the  bows;  never- 
thelefs numbers  prevailed,  and  the  crew  were  all  driven  or  tumbled 
down  the  hatch-ways;  for  no  concert  of  furrender  could  take  place, 
or  be  trufled.  As  foon  as  they  were  all  down,  the  hatches  were 
clofed  and  centinels  fixed  over  them,  and  then  the  mizen  topfall,. 
the  only  fail  bent,  was  fet  to  carry  off  the  fhip,  which  feveral 
boats  were  llkewife  ready  to  tow:  but,  by  this  time,  the  fhore, 
which  had  waited  until  the  firing:  of  the  attack  had  ceafed  in  the 
fliip,  began  a violent  cannonade,  of  which  the  lightning  direfted 
the  aim;  and  fhot  continually  ftruck:  one  deflroyed  the  wheel  of  the 
rudder,  killed  the  two  men  who  were  fleering,  and  cut  the  tiller 
rope.  The  prifoners  confined  below  deterred  every  one  from  going 
down  into  the  gun-room  to  fix  another  rope  to  the  rudder,  and  the 
fingle  fail  was  not  fufficient  to  fleer  the  fhip;  the  boats  remained 
the  only  means  of  carrying  her  off,  and  they  tugged  v/ith  fuch 
violence,  that  they  continually  fnajjt  the  towing-ropes.  Mean 
while  the  fire  continued  from  the  fhore.  At  length,  fome  imagined 
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1760.  that  the  iliip  had  no  motion,  and  refifted  by  a cable  and  anchor 
concealed  under  her  keel;  on  which  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  attack,  refohTd  to  leave  her.  The  prifoners  below  were  told, 
that  it  was  determined  to  fet  her  on  fire,  on  which  they  came  up 
readily  to  be  carried  off  in  the  boats,  which  rowed  away  with  them 
to  the  Tyger.  When  arrived  on  board,  the  Captain,  Digby  Dent, 
iaid  he  ffiould  fend  Ids  own  men,  if  the  divifion  did  not  imme- 
diately return  to  bring  off  the  /hip.  This  fpirited  rebuke  prevailed, 
all  the  boats  fet  off  again  and  met  the  /hip  half  a mile  nearer;  for 
the  land-wind  had  /prung  up  and  was  driving  her  out. 

The  difpofitions  for  the  attack  of  the  Baleine,  were  the  fame,  and 
fucceeded  more  eafily.  The  crew  made  little  refiftance;  only  two 
men  were  killed  before  they  furrendered.  The  rudder  of  the  /hip 
was  a/hore,  but  leveral  falls  were  bent  to  the  yards  which  /'ufficed 
to  move  and  fleer  her,  and  £he  was  brought,  and  anchored  near  the 
Tyger,  before  the  Baleine  came  up.  No  attempt  was  made  on  the 
Compagnie  des  Indes. 

By  this  time  the  want  of  provifions  preffed  fo  hard,  that  Mr. 
Tally  affembled  a general  council,  and  propofed  the  immediate 
expulfion  of  the  black  inhabitants,  who  reprefented  that  their 
fidelity  alone  to  thofe  who  might  condemn  them  to  this  fevere  ca- 
lamity had  left  it  in  their  power  to  inflidl  it;  by  their  removal, 
likewife,  all  the  Europeans  would  be  deprived  of  their  domeflics,: 
and  from  thefe  confiderations  the  affembly  broke  up  without  de* 
cifion ; but  Ibme  from  fear  of  the  other  inconveniences  of  the 
•blockade  during  the  flormy  weather,  requefled  permiffion  of  Colonel 
Coote  to  fend  away  their  families  either  to  the  Dani/h  or  Dutch  fet- 
tlements  on  the  coafl,  which  were  neutral  in  the  war;  and  paffports 
were  granted. 

Intelligence  was  received  on  the  i ith,  that  the  garrifon  intended 
to  march  out  a detachment  of  400  men,  to  florm  the  Madrafs  re- 
doubt in  the  bound-hedge,  and  then  pu/h  on  to  attack  the  large  re- 
doubt, which  the  Englifli  army  had  raifed  to  the  north  of  it ; on 
which  the  picquets  of  the  camp  marched,  and  took  pofl  half-way,  in 
•order  to  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  detachment : being  difcoverecl,  the 
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enemy  made  no  motion,  but  the  next  day  the  town  fired  hotly,  but 

without  execution,  on  the  Ariancopang  redoubt. 

T.lie  winds  had  for  fome  days  veered  and  ftrengthened ; and  on 
the  22d  and  23d,  the  two  Admirals  failed  out  of  the  road  of  Cud- 
dalore  with  all  the  Ihips,  excepting  four,  which  two  days  after,  on 
I'ufpicion  of  ftormy  weather,  went  away  likewife.  Their  departure 
was  unexpected,  becaufe  contrary  to  Mr.  Stevens’s  declaration,  that 
he  v/ould  not  quit  the  coafl:  until  compelled  by  the  utmoil  ne- 
celTity,  which  had  not  yet  come.  As  foon  as  they  difappeai'ed,  the 
Compagnie  des  Indes,  and  a floop  which  was  in  the  road,  prepared 
as  had  been  forefeen  to  put  to  fea.  The  fhip  failed  on  the  30th  to 
bring  provif  ons  from  Tranquebar,  and  the  (loop  armed  with  feveral 
guns  was  intended  to  cruize  in  the  offing  for  the  grain-boats,  which 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  come  with  the  wind  and  current  from  the 
northern  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  coafl,  and  generally  fail  in 
light  of  the  Ihore.  The  four  men  of  war  which  left  Cudd'alore  on 
the  ^23d,  anchored  on  the  ill:  of  November  off  Alamiiarvah, 
from  whence  they  fell  down  on  the  4th  to  the  road  of  Pondicherry, 
and  gave  information,  that  Mr.  Stevens  w'as  gone  with  the  other  1 2 
flips  of  the  fquadron  to  refit  them  in  the  bay  of  Trincomaly. 

Captain  Prefton,  on  the  i8th  of  Odlober,  detached  fome  black 
horfe  and  Sepoys  from  his  poll:  at  Ratlagrammon,  who  came  back 
with  400  head  of  cattle  of  thofe  colleifed  by  the  French,  which 
were  grazing  in  the  country  round  the  pettah  of  G ingee:  The  de- 
tachment was  neither  oppofed  or  purfued,  although  a confiderable 
party  of  the  French  troops  was  then  in  the  pettah  ready  to  march. 
This  party  moved  on  the  2 iff;  they  were  200  Europeans  and 
Coffrees,  400  Sepoys,  100  European  and  as  many  black  horfe. 
They  crolTed  the  river  Panar  on  its  decline,  and  on  theh  arrival  at 
Thiagar,  a detachment  larger  than  their  number  ivas  formed,  and 
marched  aw'ay;  to  attack  the  fort  of  Chandamungalum,  which  flands 
half-way  tow  ards  Trinomalee:  the  fort  was  garrifoned  by  four  cr 
five  companies  of  Sepoys,  with  a few  Europeans  from  Chittapet, 
who  repulfed  the  affault  wdth  uncommon  ability,  having  killed 
ten  Europeans  and  40  Sepoys,  and  wounded  50  Sepoys  and  2.0 
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1760.  horfes;  after  which  the  French  party  attempted  nothing  more,  bat 
returned  to  Thiagar. 

Captain  Prefton,  on  the  hrft  intelligence  of  their  motion  from 
Gihgee,  fet  out,  as  before,  to  follow  them  with  the  greatefl;  part  of  his 
force  from  Ratlagrammon,  but  when  arrived  on  the  24th  near  \"illa- 
porum,  found  the  river  fwelled,  and  continued  on  the  bank,  in  expefla- 
ovctnber.  tion  of  its  fall;  and  on  the  ill;  of  November,  the  garrifon  of  Gingee, 
being;  fl;rong:er  than  the  force  he  had  left  at  Ratlag:rammon,  ag;ain 
detached  a party  of  25  European  horfe  and  20  foot  with  three  com- 
panies of  Sepoys  and  fome  black  ca\^alry,  to  dri^^e  away  all  the 
cattle  about  this  place,  which  by  the  late  captures  and  purchafes 
made  for  the  camp  were  many  herds.  Captain  Robert  Fletcher, 
^v’ho  commanded  during  the  abience  of  Prefton  at  Ratlagrammon, 
waited  until  the  enemv  began  to  retreat  with  the  cattle  they  had- 
gathered,  when  he  appeared  with  50  black  horfe,  and  three  com- 
panies of  Sepoys  in  their  rear,  and  followed  them  fix  miles,  but 
as  if  cautious  of  coming  too  dole  to  their  fire;  which  continually 
drew  it  from  them;  when,  perceiving  that  they  had  almoft  ex- 
pended their  ammunition,  he  approached  nearer,  and  engaged  them 
regularly,  which  they  fcarcely  fuftained,  and  foon  broke,  and  all  their 
Sepoys  flung  down  their  arms.  Fifteen  of  them  were  killed,  and 
30  with  a Subadar  or  Captain  made  prifbners:  of  the  Europeans, 
iix  were  killed,  or  fell  wounded,  and  150  mulkets  were  colleded. 
The  next  day,  Fletcher,  with  a ftronger  force,  marched  again 
from  Ratlagrammon,  and  contriving  his  time,  arrived  at  night,  and 
entered  the  pettah  of  Gingee,  which  has  but  a flight  wall,  by  fur- 
prize,  fet  fire  to  it  in  e\  ery  part,  and  met  no  refiftance,  excepting 
the  uncertain  fire  of  the  cannon  from  the  hills  above,  and  on  his 
return  he  drove  oft  a greater  number  of  their  cattle  than  the  enemy 
had  taken  the  day  before. 

The  frequent,  although  flender  attempts  and  enterprizes,  which 
had  been  made  by  the  body  of  French  troops  in  the  field,  in  order 
either  to  fupply  Pondicherry  with  provifions,  to  gain  plunder,  or  to 
create  diverfions  of  the  Englifh  force,  had  in  the  whole  expended 
more  than  three  hundred  Europeans;  moft  of  the  reft  were  now  at 
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Thiagar,  and  from  the  force  remaining  at  Gingee,  including  what  the  1 760. 
garrifon  might  on  occafion  fpare,  no  attempt  of  convoys  to  Pon- 
dicherry  beyond  the  provifions  of  a few  days  were  to  be  appre- 
hended. They  had  loft,  if  ever  it  lay  open,  the  opportunity,  when  they 
were  in  full  force.  Neverthelefs  the  number  of  troops  remaining  at 
Pondicherry,  with  the  defences  and  ammunition,  ftill  fecured  the  town 
from  every  danger,  excepting  famine ; and  Mr.  Lally  not  impru- 
dently preferred  that  the  troops  he  had  detached,  fliould  remain  abroad, 
where  they  might  do  fome  fervice,  and  would  fubfifl  themfelves, 
rather  than  return  to  confume  in  Pondicherry  the  flender  flock  of 
provifions,  of  which  they  had  fupplied  fo  little.  He  now  wifhed 
even  to  add  more  to  their  number  for  another  purpofe,  on  which 
ill  fortune  and  neceflity  obliged  him  to  rely  as  the  likeliefl  means 
that  remained  of  relieving  the  diflreffes  of  Pondicherry. 

The  French  fquadon,  which  had  left  the  coafl  on  the  ill  of 
Odlober  of  the  preceding  year,  arrived  on  the  1 5th  of  November  at 
the  Ifle  of  France.  This  ifland  never  furnifhed  provifions  flifficient 
for  the  fettled  Inhabitants,  and  had  been  fo  much  exhaufled  of  the 
flores  colle61ed  from  abroad,  by  vi61uailing  the  fquadron  at  their 
departure  for  the  coafl,  that  little  remained  to  afford  them  on  their 
return  ; and  this  fcarcity  had  been  injudicioufly  encreafed  by  the 
equipment  of  two  vefTels,  which  had  been  fent  to  attack  the  Englifh 
fa61orie3  in  the  gulph  of  Perfia.  In  this  diftrefs,  it  was  refolved  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  preceding  year,  and  to  fend  three  fhips 
of  burthen,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Centaur  of  74  guns,  belonging 
to  the  French  Company,  to  purchafe  provifions  at  the  Cape-  of 
Good  Hope.  But  Mr.  D’Ache  propofed  to  give  the  command  of  the 
Centaur  to  the  captain  of  the  King’s  fhip  the  A61if;  on  which  all  the 
captains  of  the  Company’s  Ihips  of.  war  protefled  againfl  this  pre- 
ference, as  derogatory  to  their  own  rights ; and  whilfl  the  tedious  dif- 
putations  ufual  on  fuch  occafions  were  carrying  on  in  writing,  with 
much  acerbity  and  little  public  zeal,  the  annual  tempefl  of  the  ele- 
ments in  this  climate  arofe  in  the  night  of  the  27th  of  January,  and 
lafled  without  intermiffion,  and  with  the  utmofl  excefs,  for  36  hours. 
Thirty-two  velTels  in  the  port  of  Mauritius  were  torn  from  their 
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1760.  anchors;  but  all,  excepting  one  of  30  guns,  were  flopped  by  the 
N^mW.  ^^7  from  driving  on  the  rocks  which  fraize  the  fliore; 

on  which  all  the  fmaller  craft  were  ftranded  and  wTecked.  The 
ruin  was  greater  on  the  land.  All  the  vegetation-  of  provifions 
above  the  furface  was  deftroyed.  The  cattle  and  fowls  were  wathed 
away  by  the  torrents,  or  perifhed  by  the  inclemency,  and  of  the 
magazines  of  grain,  which  are  all  built  of  wood,  fbme  were  over- 
thrown, and  the  reft  opened  by  the  wind  to  the  rain.  Three  months 
were  employed  in  reparing  the  damages  of  the  marine  and  fhore. 
In  this  interval,  fome  few  provifions  were  brought  by  fome  trading 
veftels  of  the  Colony  from  Madagafcar,  and  the  furplus  of  the  ifland 
of  Bourbon.  On  the  26th  of  May  it  was  determined  to  fend  four 
fhips  of  war,  as  faft  as  they  could  be  equipped,  in  order  to  fubfift  at 
Foul-point  in  Madagafcar.  On  the  8th  of  June,  arrived  a veffel 
from  France,  apprifing,  that  an  armament  was  fitting  out  in  England 
to  attack  the  two  iflands  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon;  in  confequence 
of  which,  the  French  government  had  fent  the  regiment  of  Cam- 
bray,  of  700  men,  to  reinforce  them;  and  the  fquadron,  if  at  Mau- 
ritius, w^as  ordered  to  continue  there  ; and,  if  gone  to  the  coaft,  to 
be  immediately  recalled.  Thefe  orders  determined  Mr.  D’Ache 
to  remain  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  fhips  for  the  defence  of 
the  ifland,  but  to  fend  away  thofe  before  allotted  to  Madagafcar; 
w'hich,  to  fave  the  confumption  of  viftuals,  were  not  to  return  to 
the  iflc  of  France  until  the  20th  of  Auguft:  if  at  this  time  they 
receiy^  no  diredtions  how  to  a6l,  the  council  of  war  might  proceed 
to  the  execution  of  any  fervice,  of  wTich  the  condition  of  the  fhips 
might  be  deemed  capable : meaning  to  intimate,  that  they  might, 
if  they  chofe  it,  go  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  The  Centaur 
failed  for  Madagafcar  on  the  i6th  of  June,  but  the  other  three 
not  in  lefs  then  a month  after,  by  wTich  time  the  regiment  of 
Cambray  was  arrived  in  feveral  of  the  Company’s  fhips  from 
France.  The  news  of  the  ftorm  was  brought  to  Pondicherry  by 
the  Hermione  and  Baleine  in  July,  but  by  detaining  the  failors  for  a 
while  on  board,  the  report  was  kept  fecret,  until  others  properly 
fabricated  and  given  out,  perfuaded  the  colony,  and  the  enemy  at  their 
4 gates, 
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gates,  that  the  fquadroii  ftroiigly  reinforced  from  France  might  be  1760. 
every  day  expedled  on  the  coaft.  In  the  middle  of  Odlobci , letters 
dilpatched  from  Mauritius  to  Mahe,  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  ar- 
rived from  hence,  with  information  of  the  departure  of  the  four 
fhips  to  Madagafcar,  and  dubious  affurances  of  their  intention  to 
come  at  all  events  to  Pondicherry.  Mr.  Lally  had  always  regarded 
the  operations  of  the  fquadron  as  fo  unzealous  and  indeciftve,  that 
he  was  convinced  thefe  fhips  would  not  make  the  eftbrt.  He,  how- 
ever, concealed  this  opinion,  and  the  intelligence  concerning  the 
fuppofed  attack  of  Mauritius  from  England  ; but  gave  out  that  the 
fhips  gone  to  Madagafcar,  and  more,  might  be  expefted  at  Pondi- 
cherry with  the  regiment  of  Cambray  on  board.  But,  defpairing 
of  the  relief  he  pretended,  he  perfuaded  the  Council  to  conclude  a 
treaty  for  the  affiftance  of  the  body  of  Morattoes  under  the  com- 
mand of  Vizvazypunt,  which  had  lately  returned  from  Seringapa- 
tam  in  Myfore  to  the  confines  of  the  Carnatic. 

Vizvazypunt,  on  his  firft  approach  from  the  Kriftna,  had  in  April 
fent  letters  to  Pondicherry,  tendering  the  fame  affiftance  to  the  French 
as  he  was  offering  to  the  Nabob  and  the  Englilh:  a vague  correfpon- 
dence  had  continued  in  confequence  of  thefe  overtures  ; but,  on  his- 
nearer  approach,  Mr.  I.ally  fent  two  agents  to  his  camp.  The 
Morattoe  required  a fum  of  ready  money  in  hand,  and  the  ceffion 
of  the  fortj-efs  of  Gingee,  which,  befides  the  influence  it  would  give 
Balagerow  in  the  province  of  Arcot,  was  the  wifh  of  a national 
point  of  honour,  fince  Gingee  had,  until  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  been  the  capital  of  a race  of  Morattoe  kings,  whofe 
dominion  extended  from  the  Coleroon  to  the  Paliar.  The  Council 
empowered  the  agents  to  agree  that  Gingee  fhould  be  delivered  to 
him  as  foon  as  the  Englifh  army  retreated  from  Pondicherry,  and 
that  500,000  rupees  fhould  be  paid  him  when  his  own  appeared  in 
light  of  the  town.  All  the  French  troops  abroad  were  to  join  the 
Morattoes  as  foon  as  they  paffed  the  hills,  and  entered  the  jjio- 
vince.  If  thefe  terms  were  not  readily  accepted,  the  agents  were  to 
infinuate  that,  although  the  diftreffes  of  Hyder  Ally  had  broke  any 
fartlier  expedlations  of  affiftance  from  him,  the  king  of  Myfore  him- 
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1760.  felf  would  be  glad  to  obtain  Gingee  on  the  fame  terms;  when  the 
IVIorattoes  would  be  precluded  from  the  probability  of  gaining  any 
advantage  by  their  expedition  to  the  Carnatic. 

But  as  the  negociation  might  be  protracled,  and  provifions,  even 
for  a few  days,  were  become  of  great  importance,  IMr.  Tally  ordered 
the  troops  abroad  to  make  what  effort  they  could  before  the  rains 
ceafed  ; and  as  Gingee  was  fo  clofely  watched  by  Prefton’s  com- 
mand, he  dircbled  the  main  body  to  continue  and  adt  from  Thiagar, 
from  whence,  by  the  diftance,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  be- 
tween, their  motions  would  be  lefs  liable  to  be  afcertalned  and  in- 
terrupted. In  the  mean  time,  as  well  to  fave  the  confumption  in 
the  town,  as  to  convince  the  Morattoes  that  the  troops  in  garrifoii 
were  more  than  fufficient  to  defend  it,  he  refolved  to  fend  out  more 
to  join  thofe  already  in  the  field.  Accordingly,  on  the  night  of  the 
I ft  of  November,  100  Europeans  croffed  the  river  of  Ariancopang 
in  boats,  and  were  proceeding  along  the  fea-fliore,  from  whence  they 
intended  to  turn  inland,  and  gain  their  way  to  the  weft  between 
the  two  rivers,  expecting  no  interruption,  as  the  rains  were  almoft 
continual,  and  had  drenched  the  plain  : but  in  the  clofe  of  the  even- 
ing, a guard  of  Sepoys  had  been  advanced  from  the  fort  of  Arian- 
copang, and  took  poft  on  the  ftrand  of  the  fea  ; they  fired  on 
the  firit  alarm  upon  the  French  party,  who.  Imagining  their  force 
greater,  and  that  it  had  been  ftationed  on  purpofe  to  intercept  them, 
hurried  back  to  their  boats,  and  regained  the  town  : only  one  of  the 
Sepoys  was  killed  ; the  enemy’s  lofs  was  not  known,  but  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  more. 

Exceffive  rain  flopped  any  farther  operations  between  the  Englifh 
camp  and  the  French  troops  for  feveral  days,  during  v.'hich,  both 
continued  intent  only  on  the  fea.  To  oppofe  the  armed  boats  of 
the  town,  fome  were  equipped  in  the  like  manner  at  Cuddalore, 
which  on  the  7th  took  a boat  coming  with  paddy  from  Tranque- 
bar,  and  another  going  thither  with  effefls  of  value  ; and  intelli- 
gence being  received  that  the  fhip  la  Compagnie  des  Indes,  with  a 
fchooner  and  feveral  fmaller  vefl'els,  were  taking  in  provifions  there. 
Commodore  Haldan  detached  two  of  the  men  of  war  with  orders 
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to  felze  them,  and  every  other  veffel  which  had  more  than  the 
provifions  of  their  own  diet  on  board.  They  came  into  the  road 
on  the  8th,  where  they  found  the  Salifbury  of  50  guns  arrived 
from  Triconomaly,  which  had  anchored  clofe  to  the  Compagnie  des 
Indes,  and  kept  her  under  command,  waiting  orders  from  the  Com- 
modore. The  Compagnie  des  Indes  ftruck  on  the  firh:  fnmmons  ; 
and  the  fchooner,  which  was  loaded  with  400  bags  of  wheat,  and 
fome  barrels  of  lalted  meat,  ran  afhore.  The  fmaller  veffels  in  the 
road  efcaped  to  the  fouthward  ; and  the  Salifbury  failed  away  with 
the  prize  to  rejoin  Admiral  Stevens  at  Triconomaly.  The  news  of 
this  lofs  was  received  in  Pondicherry  with  as  much  concern  as  a dif- 
after  in  the  field.  The  Danifh  government  fent  deputies  to  Colonel 
Coote,  with  a proteft  againll:  the  infradtion  of  the  neutrality  of  their 
port  ; but  were  fhewn  intercepted  letters,  which  proved  their  afiift- 
anceto  the  French  agents,  and  filenced  their  remonftrances. 

On  the  9th  of  the  month,  a ricochet  battery  of  four  eighteen- 
pounders  was  finifhed  in  a ruined  village,  1 400  yards  to  the  north, 
between  the  fca-fide  and  the  bleaching  towm:  the  fhot  plunged 
along  the  eaft  face  of  the  town,  and  were  anfwered  very  hotly  by 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  which  as  well  from  the  diftance,  as  the 
parapet  of  the  battery,  by  which  the  guns  were  entirely  concealed, 
could  do  no  mifchief. 

On  the  1 2th,  Colonel  Coote  received  information,  that  a convoy 
was  advancing  from  Thiagar ; they  were  24  European  and  100 
black  horfe,  efcorting  100  bullocks,  laden  with  falted  beef,  and  each 
of  the  horfemcn  likewife  carried  a parcel  of  it  at  the  croup  of  his 
faddle.  They  crofiTed  the  Panar  on  the  13th,  at  fome  diftance 
above  Trivadi,  and  proceeded  between  this  and  the  river  of  Arian- 
copang;  but  imprudently  lofi:  time  in  driving  300  bullocks  more, 
which  they  had  taken  up  in  the  way.  At  four  in  the  morning  they 
came  up  near  the  fort  of  Ariancopang,  and  were  immediately  fur- 
rounded  by  a detachment  of  100  European  foot,  40  European  and 
150  black  horfe,  which  were  waiting  to  intercept  them.  The 
officer  with  one  of  the  troopers  was  killed,  and  ten,  with  more  than 
half  the  black  horfe,  furrendcred;  but  the  other  12  of  the  European 
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1760.  horfe  pullied  to  the  river,  and  were  ferried  over  to  the  town  under 
the  guns  of  St.  Thomas’  redoubt.  To  prevent  fuch  attempts  in 
future,  50  Europeans,  with  a company  of  Sepoys,  were  flationed 
and  retrenched  on  the  flip  of  fand  on  the  fea-fhore,  oppofite  to  the 
bar  of  the  river. 

By  this  time  the  waters  of  the  Panar  were  run  off”,  and,  as  the 
troops  at  Ratlagramon  with  Captain  Fletcher  were  deemed  fuffi- 
cient  to  oppofe  what  the  enemy  had  at  Gingee,  Captain  Prefton, 
with  the  main  body  of  his  command,  marched  away  from  Villa- 
porum  to  attack  Elavanafore,  to  which  the  officer  at  Thiagar  fent  a 
reinforcement,  chiefly  of  black  troops;  but  after  Elavanalbre  was 
invefted  did  not  advance  to  its  relief.  The  only  guns  fit  for  battery 
with  Prefton’s  divifion,  were  two  field  twelve-pounders,  which  are 
too  flight  againfl;  ftrong  defences;  but,  as  the  lafl:  thing  which  is 
done  in  country  forts  is  to  repair  them,  a breach  was  eafily  made, 
and  the  garrifon  capitulated  at  difcretion,  although  they  were  1 1 
Europeans,  19  Topaffes,  and  400  Sepoys,  with  three  field-pieces, 
befides  the  sfuns  of  the  fort. 

O 

Preparations  had  for  fome  time  been  making  at  Madrafs  to  con- 
vert the  blockade  of  Pondicherry  into  a regular  attack ; and  on  the 
16th,  the  Admiral  Watfon,  a fliip  of  500  tons,  laden  with  all  kinds 
of  flores,  arrived,  and  anchored  off  the  north  redoubt,  and  the 
maffoolas  of  Cuddalore  repaired  thither  to  unload  her.  On  the 
1 8th,  Mr.  Call,  the  chief  engineer,  arrived  in  the  camp,  to  condu6t 
the  trenches. 

There  were  remaing  in  Pondicherry  about  50  horfes  belonging 
to  the  cavalry,  for  w'hich  no  forage  could  be  procured  either  within 
or  without  the  walls;  and,  as  the  grain  they  confumed  was  fo  much 
taken  from  the  fuflenance  of  the  garrifon,  Mr.  Lally  refolved  to 
fend  them  with  the  beft  riders  to  Thiagar.  Colonel  Coote  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  intention,  but  not  of  the  time.  At  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2 iff,  200  grenadiers,  with  the  horfe- 
men,  paffed  the  river  on  rafts,  near  the  bar,  oppofite  to  the  re- 
trenched guard  on  the  fpit  of  fand,  from  which  the  Europeans  had 
been  withdrawn,  and  only  the  Sepoys  were  remaining;  on  whom  the 
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French  grenadiers  immediately  advanced,  and  gave  their  fire,  whilfi:  1760. 
the  horfemen  went  off  as  fall:  as  they  could  over  the  plain,  taking  the  jsjovem^ 
road  to  Trivadi.  On  the  alarm,  the  pickets  of  horfe  in  the  camp 
mounted,  and  crolfmg  the  river,  whicli  chanced  to  be  fordable  at 
Villenore,  went  in  purfuit,  and  took  thirteen,  whofe  horfes  were  too 
feeble  to  keep  pace  with  the  others. 

Major  Prefton,  following  his  luccefs,  marched  from  Elavanafore, 
againlf  a fort  called  Rilhavandum,  which  Hands  1 5 miles  to  the 
N.  E.  of  that])lace:  it  furrendered  to  him,  after  little  refiftance,  on 
the  2 2d:  the  garrifon  confiHed  of  200  Sepoys,  and  five  Europeans. 

From  hence  he  marched  againfi:  Chacrapollam,  a mud  fort,  15  miles 
north  of  Thiagar;  which  furrendered  to  him  without  making  any 
defence  ; for  the  garrifon  was  only  a company  of  Sepoys,  with  a fer- 
jeant.  In  the  mean  while,  the  French  troops  remaining  at  Gingee, 
exclufive  of  the  garrifon  there,  went  againfi:  Chittamoor,  a fort  10 
miles  to  the  s.  e.  and  were  repulfed,  with  the  lofs  of  20  Sepoys  and 
four  Europeans,  killed  and  wounded. 

The  landing  of  the  Hores  from  the  Admiral  Watfon  had  been  im- 
peded by  the  defertion  of  the  boatmen,  who  ran  away,  becaufe  they 
had  not  been  regularly  paid;  but  the  blockade  continued  with  the 
ntmofi:  vigilance,  and  nothing,  fince  the  kill:  convoy,  had  attemped 
to  get  in  by  land ; feveral  boats  coming  from  the  Ibuthward,  with 
fait  provifions  and  arrack,  were  intercepted  by  armed  boats  equipped 
at  Devicotah.  The  encreafing  dilfrefs  determined  Mr.  Lally  to  con- 
fult  nothing  any  longer  but  neceflity;  and  on  the  27th,  he  turned 
out  of  the  gates  all  the  blacks  remaining  in  the  town,  excepting  a 
few  who  were  domellics  to  the  principal  inhabitants.  The  number 
expelled  were  1400,  of  both  fexes,  and  every  age.  They  wandered 
in  families  and  companies  towards  all  parts  of  the  limits,  hoping  the 
mercy  of  being  fulfered  to  pafs  away;  but  they  were  every  where 
Hopped  by  the  advanced  Sepoys,  and  ordered  to  go  back;  on  which 
they  retired,  and  alfembled  round  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  begging 
admittance,  and  many  of  them  attempting  to  pafs  over  into  the 
covered-way,  were  fired  upon  by  the  mulketry  and  cannon,  and  fome 
were  killed.  At  night  they  were  quiet ; but  the  next  day,  and  for 
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1760.  fix  more,  they  repeated  the  fame  importunities  to  the  town  and  the 
N^m^r.  pofi>  and  received  the  fame  repulfes.  Examples  of  this 

feventy  rarely  occur;  and  in  civilized  war  is  ne^^er  exercifed  but  with 
December,  the  utmofi:  reludlance.  At  length  Colonel  Coote,  finding  Mr.  Lally 
inflexible,  let  the  whole  multitude  pafs.  Their  only  fufienance,  ex- 
cepting the  little  they  had  brought  out  of  the  town,  fecreted  about 
their  perfons,  had  for  eight  days  been  the  roots  of  grafs  they  picked 
up  in  the  fields,  in  which  they  lay.  They  were  all  extenuated  by 
famine,  and  few  had  homes  or  friends  to  go  to;  neverthelefs  their 
thanks  were  inexprcffible,  CA'en  for  this  chance  of  prefervation. 

The  Nabob  was  prefent  at  this  a61:  of  mercy,  and  concurred  in  it. 
He  left  Arcot  on  the  1 5th  of  November,  and  went  to  Madrafs  to 
confer  a few  hours  with  Mr.  Pigot,  from  whence  he  arrived  in  the 
camp  on  the  3d  of  December.  On  the  2d  and  3d,  two  veflels,  a 
dloop,  and  a pinnace  remaining  at  Pondicherry,  failed  away  for  Tran- 
quebar,  but  the  pinnace  was  taken  by  the  boats  of  Devicotah. 

Four  ricochet  batteries,  which  were  fir  ft  to  open  againft  the  town, 
were  finiftied  on  the  8th.  We  have  already  given  fome  defcriptioii 
of  Pondicherry,  when  attacked  by  Mr.  Bofcawen  in  1748.  All  the 
baftions  remained  in  their  firft  form,  which,  for  a town  of  this  fize, 
was  very  confined ; but  counter-guards  had  been  made  before  three 
of  them,  and  ravelins  raifed  before  the  three  gates  to  the  land;  a 
rampart  of  earth  had  been  added  to  the  curtains,  which  before  were 
only  walls  of  brick  five  feet  thick.  A wet  ditch  had  been  compleated 
on  the  three  fides  to  the  land,  excepting  in  an  extent  of  200  yards  on 
the  fouth  fide  towards  the  fea,  where  the  ground  rifing  higher  re- 
quired a deeper  excavation,  which  for  this  reafon,  as  being  more  la- 
borious and  expenfive,  had  not  yet  been  dug;  to  the  extremity  of 
this  higher  ground  where  the  ditch  ceafed,  came  a large  creek  from 
the  river  of  Ariancopang,  which  fupplied  the  ditch  all  round  with 
water.  The  berm  within  the  ditch  was  25  feet  broad;  the  covered- 
way was  narrow,  and  the  glacis  not  fufiiciently  raifed.  The  face  to 
the  eaft  being  within  a few  yards  of  the  furf,  and  expofed  only  to  an 
efcalade  by  furprize,  had  no  ditch,  but  its  curtain  was  flanked  by 
projecfing  batteries,  which  likewife  commanded  the  road.  The  ci- 
tadel 
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tadel  was  a pentagon  with  five  ballions,  but  too  fmall  to  endure  i 760. 
bombardment  ; two  of  its  baftions  over-looked  the  ead:  curtain, 
and  added  to  the  fire  on  the  fea.  The  town  was  very  commodi- 
oufly  laid  out  in  flraight  flreets  which  traverfed  it  entirely  in  both 
direftions. 

- The  ricochet  battery  of  four  guns,  w hich  had  opened  on  the  loth 
of  November,  had  for  fome  time  been  quitted,  and  the  guns  re- 
‘moved  to  the  north  redoubt  beyond  the  bound-hedge  ; becaufe  their 
effect  was  not  equal  either  to  the  expence  of  ammunition,  or  the 
fatigue  and  rifque  of  the  guards.  The  four  batteries  wdiich  w^ere 
now  opened  were  thus  fituated.  One  flood  near  the  beach  to  the 
north,  200  yards  in  front  of  that  which  had  been  abandoned, 
and  about  1200  from  the  walls;  it  mounted  four  18  pounders, 
and  enfiladed  the  eaft  front  of  the  town.  Another  of  two  24  and 
two  18  pounders,  wdth  three  mortars  of  13,  10,  and  8 inches, 
was  raifed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  morafs,  which  fpreads  to  the 
wefl: ; it  was  1 400  yards  from  the  walls,  and  bore,  but  a little  to 
the  left,  upon  the  weft  flank  of  the  baftion  in  the  north-w^eft  angle, 
which  mounted  10  guns,  and  had  before  it,  wuthin  the  ditch,  a 
ftrong  and  extenfive  counter-guard,  mounting  25  guns.  The 
two  other  batteries  were  to  the  fouth.  One  on  the  edge  of  a 
large  ifland,  formed  by  the  river  of  Ariancopang;  this  battery 
mounted  only  two  guns.,  of  wTich,  one  bore  on  the  baftion  next  to 
that  in  the  s.  w.  angle  of  the  town,  the  other  on  St.  Thomas 
redoubt,^  which  flood  on  the  oppofite  .bank  of  the  river  lower 
down  ; the  other  batterv  w'as  raifed  in  a fmaller  ifland  below  the 
Coco-nut,  from  wdiich  it  is  feparated  on  one  hand,  and  on  the 
other  from  the  fpit  of  fand,  which  forms  the  ftrand  of  the  fea 
from  the  bar  of  the  river.  This  is  called  the  Sand  Ifland ; 
the  battery  bore  upon  St.  Thomas  redoubt,  and  on  the  cuitain 
of  the  towui  betw^een  the  two  baftions  on  this  fide  neareft  the 
fea. 

All  the  four  batteries  w’'ere  only  intended  to  harrafs  the  gar- 
rifon  by  a crofs  fire  of  ricochet  fhot  along  the  flreets  or  ramparts; 
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for  none  of  them  were  on  the  perpendiculars  on  which  the  breach- 
ing batteries  were  intended  to  be  eredled.  They  opened  at  mid- 
night, between  the  0th  and  9th,  firing  all  of  them  at  the  fame 
rime,  and  in  vollies,  on  the  fignal  of  a fliell.  A little  before  the 
firff  volley.  Colonel  Coote,  with  two  or  three  officers,  approached 
towards  the  glacis  of  the  north  front,  in  order  to  obferve  what 
efFeCl;  the  firing  would  produce  upon  the  garrifon.  I’hey  beat  to 
arms,  but  without  confulion,  and  feemed  to  have  every  thing  in 
proper  order  on  their  baflions  ; they  raifed  blue  lights  indifferent 
parts  of  the  town,  but  did  not  lire  a ffiot.  Captain  Fletcher,  who 
was  with  the  Colonel,  very  imprudently  quitted  him  without  no- 
tice, and  went  to  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  where  he  fell  in  with  the 
centinel  of  an  advanced  guard  of  Sepoys,  whom  he  feized  and  dif- 
armed,  and  was  bringing  off ; when  the  guard,  hearing  the  ffrug- 
gle,  ran  into  the  covered-way,  from  whence  immediately  came  a 
hot  fire  of  muflietry  upon  Colonel  Coote’s  party ; but  Fletcher 
brought  off  the  Sepoy,  who  gave  no  intelligence  that  was  not  bet- 
ter known  before. 

The  batteries  ceafed  before  day-break,  and  the  guns  were  kept 
mafked  until  the  afternoon,  when  they  recommenced,  and  the  town 
returned  with  great  vivacity,  but  the  firing  ceafed  on  both  fides  in 
two  hours.  The  two  batteries  to  the  fouth  prevented  the  enemy 
from  launching  a large  boat  which  they  had  fitted  on  the  ffiore  near 
the  bar,  and  drove  them  likewife  from  their  guns  in  St.  Thomas’s 
redoubt,  which  were  only  mounted  in  barbette. 

The  firing  was  varioufly  renewed  in  the  fix  following  days, 
but  diminiffied  much  on  the  i8tli  from  want  of  powder;  but  the 
purpofe  of  wafting  the  garrifon  with  fatigue,  which  their  fcanty 
allowance  of  provifions  rendered  them  little  able  to  endure.  On 
the  19th,  >a  party  of  pioneers  appeared  at  work  with  great  eagcr- 
nefs,  to  raife  and  convert  the  barbette  of  St.  Thomas’s  redoubt 
into  a parapet  with  embrafures.  The  battery  on  the  fand  ifland 
fired  to  interrupt  them  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  but  they  per- 
fevered.  On  the  20th,  fome  powder  arrived  in  a veflel  from  Ma- 
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drafs,  and  the  enfilade  and  bombardment  recommenced  from  all 
the  batteries  as  before  ; and  was  conflantly  anfwered  with  the  fame 
vivacity  from  the  town.  On  the  23d,  the  flrip  Duke,  of  500  tons, 
arrived  from  Madrafs,  laden  with  1 7 pieces  of  battering  cannon 
and  their  fhot,  with  all  kinds  of  ftores  for  the  fiege ; but  fo  few  of 
the  boatmen  had  returned  to  their  mafifoolas,  that  very  little  could 
be  landed  until  others  were  affembled  from  the  neighbouring  ports 
on  the  coalh,  and  even  from  Madrafs  : this  delay,  however,  appear- 
ed of  lefs  detriment,  becaufe  the  materials  for  the  trenches,  and 
for  the  batteries  which  were  to  difmantle  the  defences  and  breach 
the  body  of  the  place,  were  not  yet  colleded,  and  the  engineers 
reported,  that  they  fhould  not  be  ready  to  open  this  fire  before  the 
third  of  January ; but  the  batteries  already  conlhrucSted  continued 
theirs.  On  the  26th,  Admiral  Stevens  in  the  Norfolk,  with  three 
other  Ihips  of  the  line  and  the  Prote6tor  fire-lhip,  returned  into  the 
road  from  Trinconomaly. 

The  French  troops  afifembled  at  Thiagar  were  fo  much  fuperior 
to  the  little  forts  around,  that  they  became  the  terror  of  the  country, 
and  their  fmalleft  parties  brought  in  provifions  in  plenty,  and  with- 
out rifque.  Major  Prefton,  having  no  longer  any  apprehenfions 
that  the  troops  at  Gingee  would  either  be  able  to  pufh  any  convoys 
through  the  circumvallation  of  the  Englllh  armv,  or  even  to  diflrefs 
the  ports  under  the  protedlion  of  Captain  Fletcher  at  Ratlagrammon, 
refolved,  by  cutting  off  the  daily  fupplies  of  Thiagar,  to  oblige  the 
troops  there  to  emj)loy  large  efcorts,  which  he  hoped  to  intercept. 
He  marched  from  Rafhivandum  on  the  irt  of  December,  and  en- 
camped in  the  evening  three  miles  to  the  n.  w.  of  Thiagar.  On 
the  night  of  the  3d,  all  the  French  cavalry,  amounting  to  200, 
led  by  IMajor  Allen,  an  officer  of  Mr.  Tally’s  regiment,  purtied 
out  of  the  pettah,  and  went  to  the  wert  of  Triiiomalee.  Be- 
ing fure  of  provifions  abroad,  they  intended  to  remain  in  the 
hills,  u'aiting  the  event  of  the  negociation,  which  Mr.  Tally  was 
carrying  on  Muth  the  Morattoe  Vizvazipunt,  whofe  troops,  ifpt 
fucceeded,  they  intended  to  accompany  to  Pondicherry.  A few 
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1760.  days  afterwards,  they  were  joined  by  a party  of  100  European  in*- 
Eintry,  whom,  to  alleviate  the  confumption  of  provitions,  Mr. 
Lally  had  fent  out  of  Pondicherry  in  the  two  veffels  which  failed 
on  the  2d  and  3d  of  the  month,  and  efcaped  to  Tranquebar  ; from 
w'hence,  headed  by  the  bifhop  of  Hallicarnaflus,  they  marched  to 
efcort  him  to  the  camp  of  Vizvazipunt  at  Cudapanatam,  with  whom 
the  bifhop  was  empowered  to  conclude  the  negociation.  They  pro- 
ceeded to  Combaconum,  by  the  fame  road  as  the  Nabob  and  Major 
Jofeph  Smith  had  come  to  Karical,  and  received  no  moleflation  in 
their  journey  through  the  country  of  Tanjore.  From  Combaconum, 
they  croffed  the  Coleroon,  and  then  paffed  between  Volcondah  and 
Thiagar,  out  of  the  reach  of  Prefton’s  troops;  but  10  or  12  of  them 
deferred,  and  travelled  to  Tritchinopoly,  where  they  offered  to  ferve, 
but  were  not  enlifted;  becanfe  Captain  Smith  had  at  this  time  dlf- 
covered  a confpiracy  of  the  French  prifoners  to  rife  and  overpower 
the  garrifon;  in  which  the  number  of  Enropeaiia  did  not  exceed  100, 
and  rnoif  of  them  were  invalids  or  foreigners  ; whereas  the  prifoners 
were  500;  being  the  colledlion  of  all  that  l^d  been  taken  at  Kari- 
cal, Chillambrum,  and  Verdachilum,  by  Colonel  Monfon,  and  in  the 
different  a6Iions  at  Seringham  and  its  diflridfs,  by  the  two  Smiths 
' from  Tritchinopoly. 

The  King  of  Myfore,  not  thoroughly  convinced  that  his  pro- 
teflations  of  good-will  to  the  Englifh  would  induce  them  to  reftore 
Caroor,  fent  a large  body  of  troops  to  the  confines  of  its  territory, 
in  order  to  fecond  the  terms  of  his  negociation  by  the  appearance  of 
renewing  hoftilities,  if  not  accommodated ; and  other  troops  proceed- 
ed to  reinforce  thofe  at  Dindigul ; from  whence  the  governor  on 
their  arrival  marched,  with  1000  horfe,  2000  Sepoys,  as  many  com- 
mon peons,  and  fome  cannon,  againft  Agarpatty,  the  nearelf  and  laff 
of  the  forts,  which  the  troops  of  Madura  had  taken,  but  having  left 
it  only  40  Sepoys,  it  furrendered  on  the  4th  day  of  the  attack.  From 
hence  the  Myforeans  marched  againft  Narafingapore,  another  of  the 
forts,  fix  miles  farther,  which  they  likewife  battered  for  four  days, 
when  they  were  attacked  themfelves  by  a ftrcng  body  detached  from 
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Madura,  who  beat  them  off  the  ground,  and  drove  them  back  to  1760. 
Dindigul,  with  the  lofs  of  50  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  colleries 
of  Nattam,  encouraged  by  this  renewal  of  hoftilities,  made  incurlions 
into  the  northern  dilfridls  of  Madura,  and  flopped  the  whole  road  of 
the  pafs  with  trees,  which  they  felled  on  either  fide,  and  with  much 
labour  drag^cred  and  laid  them  acrofs  the  road  with  fo  much  contri- 
vance,  that  a fingle  perfon  could  not  pafs  without  continual  difficulty. 

No  events  of  great  importance  had  happened  during  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  in  the  country  of  Tinivelly.  The  commandant,  Ma- 
homed Iffoof,  after  the  repulfe  before  Wafhinelore  in  the  end  of 
the  preceding  year,  was  from  the  want  of  battering  cannon,  no  longer 
in  a condition  to  attack  the  flronger  holds  of  the  poly  gars  ; and  con- 
tented himfelf,  until  fupplied,  with  pofting  the  greatefl  part  of  his 
army  in  ftations  to  check  the  Pulitaver  and  the  eaftern  polygars ; but 
remained  himfelf  with  the  refl  atTinivclly,  watching  Catabominaigue 
and  the  Weftern.  The  departure  of  Maphuze  Khan  from  Nel- 
litangaville  in  the  month  of  January,  left  the  Pulitaver  and  his  allies 
no  longer  the  pretext  of  oppofing  the  authority  of  the  Nabob  in  fup- 
port  of  the  rights  of  his  elder  brother ; and  they  debated  whether 
they  fhould  treat  with  Mahomed  Iffoof,  or  wait  the  event  of  Ma- 
phuze Khan’s  journey,  who  they  fuppofed  would  return  to  them,  if 
not  received  on  his  own  terms  by  the  Nabob.  In  this  uncertainty, 
they  formed  no  vigorous  defigns,  and  employed  their  colleries  in 
night  robberies,  wherever  they  could  elude  the  ftations  of  Mahomed 
Iffoof;  but  attempted  nothing  in  the  open  field  or  day.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  their  depredations  were  fb  ruinous  to  the  cultivation,  that  Ma- 
homed Iffoof  thought  it  worth  the  expence,  to  draw  off  feme  of 
their  dependants  and  entertain  them  in  the  Company’s  fervice, 
as  beft  able  to  retaliate  the  fame  mifehief  on  thofe  by  whom 
they  had  been  employed ; and  towards  the  end  of  April,  feveral 
of  thefe  petty  leaders,  with  their  followers,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  2000  colleries,  joined  him  at  Tinivelly,  and  faithfully  entered  on 
the  duties  for  which  they -had  engaged.  Nothing,  however,  like 
regular  fighting  happened  until  the  end  of  May,  when  Catabo- 
minaigue appeared  at  the  head  of  two  or  three  thoufand  men,  near 
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Etiaporum,  and  flood  the  attack  of  feven  companies  of  Sepoys,  drawn 
from  the  limits  towards  Nellitangaville,  by  whom  they  were  dif- 
perfed,  but  with  little  lofs.  In  May  Mahomed  Iffoof  received  intel- 
ligence of  the  hoftilities  commenced  by  the  Myforeans  from  Dindi- 
gul,  and  the  orders  of  the  Prefidency  to  oppofe  them  ; in  confequence 
of  which  he  fent  the  detachment  we  have  mentioned  of  1500  Sepoys, 
300  horfe,  and  3000  peons.  They  were  fcarcely  gone,  when  a new 
and  unexpedted  alarm  arofe  in  the  Tinivelly  country.  The  Dutch 
government  at  the  ifland  of  Ceylon  had  received  a large  reinforce- 
ment of  European  troops  from  Batavia,  which  affembled  at  the  port 
of  Colombo,  oppofite  to  Cape  Comorin,  from  whence  a part  of  them 
arrived  in  the  beginning  of  June  at  Tutacorin,  a Dutch  fort  on  the 
continent,  40  miles  eaft  of  Tinivelly.  Two  hundred  Europeans, 
M'ith  equipments,  tents,  and  field-pieces,  immediately  encamped, 
giving  out  that  they  fhould  flrortly  be  reinforced  by  more  than  their 
own  number,  and  that  400  other  Europeans  had  left  Batavia  at  the 
fame  time  with  themfelves,  and  were  gone  to  Cochin  on  the  Mala- 
bar coaft,  in  order  to  join  the  king  of  Travancore.  The  natives 
were  frightened,  and  pretended  to  have  difcovered,  that  the  force 
they  faw  was  intended  to  affift  the  polygars  in  driving  the  Englifh 
out  of  the  country  of  Tinivelly,  and  to  begin  by  attacking  the  town. 
Mahomed  Iffoof  immediately  fent  to  the  Dutch  chief  at  Tutacorin, 
to  demand  an  explanation;  who  anfwered,  that  he  fliould  give  none. 
A few  days  after  the  troops  advanced  inland,  and  halted  at  Alvar 
Tinivelly,  a town  in  a very  fertile  diftridl,  fituated  20  miles  s.  e.  of 
Tinivelly,  and  the  fame  diftance  s.  w.  of  Tutacorin ; and  at  the 
fame  time,  another  body  of  200  Europeans  landed  from  Colombo 
at  Manapar,  20  miles  to  the  s.  e.  of  Alwar  Tinivelly.  Mahomed 
Iffoof  had  previoufly  drawn  troops  from  the  eaftern  flations,  and 
marching  with  4000  Sepoys,  and  fbme  horfe,  appeared  in  fight  of 
the  Dutch  troops  at  Alvar  Tinivelly  in  the  evening  of  the  i8th  of 
June;  who,  in  the  enfuing  night,  decamped  in  ftridl  filence,  and 
marched  back  to  Tutacorin;  thofe  at  Manapar  went  away  thither 
likewife  in  the  fame  embarkations  which  brought  them  ; and  no 
more  was  heard  of  this  alarm. 
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The  depreciations  of  the  polygars  continued;  but,  deprived  of  1760. 
Maphuze  Khan,  and  hearing  how  clofely  Pondicherry  was  invefted, 
tliey  ventured  nothing  more:  the  Pulitaver’s  colleries  were  as  ulual 
the  moft  adlive  in  the  robberies;  and  to  reprefs  them,  Mahomed 
ilToof  again  frationed  the  greateil  part  of  his  force  towards  Nellitan- 
gaville,  which  in  December  encamped  at  tiie  foot  of  the  hills  within 
three  miles  of  this  place,  and,  Mahomed  IfToof  joined  them  from 
Tinivelly  on  the  12th;  he  had  purchafed  feveral  eighteen-pounders 
at  Tutacorin,  and  had  the  two  mortars  fent  to  him  the  year 
before  from  Anjengo,  but  no  fhot  or  fhells  for  either,  and  was 
moreover  in  want  of  gun-powder  and  flints,  all  which  he  expedled 
from  Tritchinopoly,  and,  whilfl;  waiting  for  them,  made  llich  pre- 
parations as  the  country  afforded  to  attack  Nellitangaville  in  form. 

On  the  20th  of  the  month,  the  colleries,  with  the  Pulitaver  at 
their  head,  attacked  his  camp,  fallying,  as  uflial,  on  all  quarters 
at  once,  and  perflfled  until  100  of  them  fell;  but  they  killed  ten 
of  Mahomed  Iffoof’s  men,  and  wounded  feventy,  and  fome  horfes. 

At  this  time  the  Myforeans  on  the  frontiers  of  Caroor,  al- 
though profeffing  peace,  and  difavowing  the  operations  of  the  go- 
vernor of  Dindigul,  did  not  prohibit  their  own  horfe  from  foraging  in 
the  diftrids,  of  which  they  had  confented  that  the  Englifh  Ihould  col- 
le6l  the  revenue  until  the  Prefldency  and  their  king  had  agreed 
concerning  the  reftitution  of  the  fort.  The  crop  on  the  ground  was 
plentiful  and  ready  to  be  cut ; and  as  the  renewal  of  hoflilities 
would  only  aggravate  the  evil  they  meant  to  revenge.  Captain 
Richard  Smith  refolved  to  remain  quiet  until  the  harvefl:  was  Ga- 
thered. Such  was  the  Rate  of  the  fouthern  countries  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  confumption  of  proviflons  in  Pondicherry  had  ever  fince  the 
month  of  Augufl;  exceeded  the  fupplies  received.  In  November, 
when  the  black  inhabitants  were  turned  out,  the  foldiery  were  put 
to  an  allowance  of  a pound  of  rice  a day,  with  a little  meat  at  in- 
tervals. In  the  beginning  of  December,  Mr.  Tally  caufed  a ftridl 
fearch  to  be  made  in  all  the  houfes  of  individuals,  and  what  could  be 
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I 760.  found  in  them  was  brought  to  the  citadel,  from  whence  they  were 
Decemb^.  fhflributed  equally  to  the  military  and  inhabitants.  Two  colonels 
lately  arrived  from  France,  men  of  family,  deemed  the  fearch  in 
their  apartments  an  affront,  and  fent  word  to  Mr.  Lally,  that  they 
would  no  longer  adl  as  officers  ; but  on  every  occafion  as  volun- 
teers. But  the  event  juftified  the  feverity;  for  by  the  end  of  De- 
cember, notwithftanding  fbme  fupply  from  the  fea,  the  public  ftock 
did  not  exceed  the  confemption  of  three  days ; and  Mr.  Lally, 
guided  by  certain  information,  determined  another  fearch ; on 
which  father  Lavaur,  the  fuperior  of  the  Jefuits,  who  knew  all 
the  fecrets  of  the  town,  prevailed  on  him  to  defer  it,  promifing  to 
produce  a fufficiency  for  fifteen  days  more,  but  gave  no  expedlation 
- of  further  fupply  ; but  the  French  agents  with  Vizvazypunt  fent 
hopes  of  flicceeding  in  their  negociation;  and  on  the  lafl  day  of 
the  year  intelligence  was  received  in  the  Englifli  camp,  and  fome- 
what  credited,  that  a large  body  of  Morattoes,  with  all  the  French 
horfe,  were  arrived  from  Cudapanatam  at  Trinomalee,  and  were 
-going  to  Thiagar,  from  whence  they  intended,  at  all  events,  to 
pufh  with  provifions  to  Pondicherry. 

The  rains  had  ceafed  for  fome  days,  and  the  weather  was  re- 
flored  to  its  ufual  temperance  ; the  Iky  bright,  although  the  winds 
fometimes  ftrong,  which  always,  at  this  feafon,  blow  from  the  north, 
and  near  the  coafi:  in  the  day  from  the  fea,  and  at  night  from  the 
land : but  on  the  30th  of  December,  although  the  weather  con- 
tinued fair,  a large  fwell  came  from  the  s.  e.  and  the  furf  beat  fo 
hollow  and  heavy,  that  no  boats  could  pafs ; which  encreafecl  in  the 
•night.  The  next  morning  the  wind  frefhened,  and  the  Iky  was 
ciofe  and  dulky,  but  without  that  wild  irregularity  which  prognofti- 
cates  a ftorm  ; and  this  afpedl  did  not  change  till  noon,  nor  the  wind 
encreafe  until  eight  at  night.  There  were  in  the  road  eight  fail  of 
the  line,  two  frigates,  ,the  fire-lhip,  and  the  fiiip  with  fiores  from 
Madrafs,  in  all  12  fail.  From  eight  o’clock  the  wind  blew  in  fqualls, 
every  one  ftronger  than  the  lafi:,  until  10,  when  the  Admiral’s  fhip, 
Norfolk,  cut  her  cable,  and  fired  the  fignal  for  the  other  Ihips  to 
‘ do 
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do  fo  too;  but  the  fignal  guns  were  not  heard,  and  the  Iliips,  1761. 
in  obedience  to  the  difcipline  of  the  navy,  rode  until  their  cables 
parted  with  the  flrain,  when  they  with  much  difficulty  got  before 
the  wind,  none  able  to  fet  more  than  a lingle  fail,  and  none  without 
Iplitting  fe\  eraL  Every  minute  increafed  the  ftorm  until  twelve, 
by  which  time  the  wind  had  veered  from  the  N.  v/.  where  it  began, 
to  the  N.  E.;  when  it  fuddenly  fell  ftark  calm  with  thick  haze  all 
round.  In  a few  minutes  the  wind  flew  up  from  the  fouth-eaft,  and 
came  at  once  in  full  ftrength  with  much  greater  fury  than  it  had 
blown  from  the  other  quarter. 

By  the  delay  of  not  getting  early  under  fail  whilftthe  ftorm  was  from 
the  north,  moft  of  the  fhips  loft  the  opportunity  of  gaining  fuffici- 
ent  fea-room  before  it  came  on  from  the  Ibuth-eaft.  The  firft  guft 

of  this  wind  laid  the  Panther  on  her  beams,  and  the  fea  breakins: 

. ® 

over  her,  Captain  Affleck  cut  away  the  mizen;  and  this  not  anfwer- 
ing,  the  main-maft  likewife,  which  broke  below  the  upper  deck, 
tore  it  up,  and  continued  fome  time  encumbering  over  the  fide  of 
the  fhip  without  going  clear  off  into  the  fea,  until  the  ftiock  of  a 
wave  fent  it  away.  I'he  fhip  then  righted,  the  reefed  forefail  flood, 
and  brought  her  back  into  fourteen  fathom  water,  when  fhe  dropped 
the  fheet  anchor;  but  not  bringing  up,  which  means  turning  to  ride 
with  her  head  to  the  anchor,  they  cut  away  the  fore-maft,  which 
carried  away  the  bowfprit,  when  the  fhip  came  round;  and  thus 
rode  out  the  ftorm.  The  America,  Medway,  and  Falmouth,  cutting 
away  all  their  mafts  on  the  different  neceftities  with  the  fame  pru- 
dence, rode  it  out  likewife,  after  they  had  anchored  again  nearly  in 
the  fame  foundin2:s  as  the  Panther. 

The  Newcaftle,  the  Queenborough  frigate,  and  the  Protedlor 
fire-fhlp,  returning  with  the  s.  e.  ftorm,  miftook  their  found- 
ings, and  drove  towards  the  fhore,  without  knowing  where  they 
were,  or  attempting  to  anchor.  The  roaring  of  the  furf  was 
not  to  be  diftinguiftied  in  the  general  tumult  of  the  elements; 
and  the  danger  was  not  difeovered  until  it  was  too  late,  and  the 
three  fhips  came  afhore  about  tw'o  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Pondi- 
VoL.  II.  4X  cherry; 
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1761.  cherry;  but  only  fevcn  in  all  the  crews  periflied,  who  were  knocked 
'^u^.  overboard  by  the  Ihock  of  ftriking  aground. 

The  Duke  of  Aquitain,  the  Sunderland,  and  the  Duke  ftorefhip, 
unfortunately  preferved  all  their  mails  through  both  the  florms, 
until  they  were  driven  back  to  the  neceflity  of  anchoring;  and  in 
bringing  up  with  them  Handing,  all  the  three  either  broached  to, 
or  overfet,  and  went  to  the  bottom.  Eleven  hundred  Europeans 
perilhed  in  thefe  lliips;  only  feven,  and  feven  lafcars,  were  faved  out 
of  the  crews,  who  were  picked  up  the  next  day,  floating  on  jDieces 
of  wreck. 

The  difference  of  the  element  prevented  the  deffrudlion  from  be- 
ing equal  at  land;  but  the  ravage  in  proportion  was  not  lefs.  All 
the  tents  and  temporary  caferns  of  the  camp-on  the  Red-hill,  and 
its  out-polls,  were  blown  to-pieces.  The  ammunition  abroad  for 
immediate  fervhce  was  ruined.  Nothing  remained  undamaged  that 
was  not  under  the  flielter  of  mafonry,  either  at  the  redoubts  of  the 
bound-hedge,  in  the  buildings  at  Oulgarrey,  or  in  the  fort  of  Ville- 
nore,  where  the  main  Hock  of  gun-powder  was  depolited.  The  Ibl- 
diers,  unable  to  carry  off  their  mulkets,  and  reliff  the  llorm,  had 
left  them  to  the  ground,  and  were  driven  to  feek  Ihelter  for  their 
own  perfons  wherefoever  it  was  to  be  found.  Many  of  the  black 
attendants  of  the  camp,  from  the  natural  feeblenefs  of  their  con- 
llitution,  perilhed  by  the  inclemency  of  the  hour.  The  fea  had  every 
where  broken  over  the  beach,  and  overflowed  the  country  as  far  as 
the  bound-hedge;  and  all  the  batteries  and  redoubts  which  the  army 
had  raifed  were  intirely  ruined.  But  thefe  detriments  might  be  re- 
paired. The  great  anxiety  remained  for  the  other  Ihips  of  the 
fquadron,  whofe  fortune  was  not  yet  known. 

The  town  of  Pondicherry  beheld  the  fform  and  its  effeds 
as  a deliverance  lent  from  heaven.  The  fun  rofe  clear,  and  fhewed 
the  iiavock  fpread  around.  It  was  propofed  by  fome  to  march 
out  immediately,  and  attack  the  Englilh  army ; but  this  operation 
w'as  impradicable ; becaufe  no  artillery  could  move  through  the 
inundation,  nor  could  the  troops  carry  their  own  ammunition  dry; 
otherwife  three  hundred  men,  properly  armed,  w^ould  not,  for 

three 
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three  hours  after  day-light,  have  met  with  i oo  together  in  a con- 
dition to  refift  them.  The  witli  of  every  one  then  turned  to  expec- 
tation that  the  fliips  from  Madagafcar  might  arrive  in  the  interval 
before  the  Englifh  fhips  in  the  road  -were  repaired,  or  others  joined 
them  from  the  fea:  but  the  excellence  of  the  opportunity  did  not 
alter  Mr.  Tally’s  miftruft  of  the  refource;  and  letters  were  imme- 
diately difpatched  to  the  agents  at  Puliacate,  Tranquebar,  and  Ne- 
gapatam,  ordering  them  to  fend  away  provihons  with  inilant  expe- 
dition, at  every  rifque,  on  any  kind  of  embarkation. 

The  anxiety  for  the  miffing  (hips  continued  until  fun-fet  of  the 
next  day,  when  the  Norfolk  with  Admiral  Stevens’s  flag  was  difco- 
vered  in  the  offing.  The  (hip,  prepared  at  all  points,  before  the 
fouth-eafl:  ftorm  arofe,  fcudded  before  it  with  a flay-fail,  v/ithout 
lofing  a mafl:,  and  without  being  obliged  to  anchor  until  the  wind 
fell,  when  in  the  morning  they  difcovered  Sadrafs.  The  apprehen- 
fion  of  more  bad  weather  made  the  Admiral  put  out  again  to  fea ; 
when  he  met  the  Liverpool,  entirely  difmafted.  This  (hip,  having 
parted  her  cable,  and  got  under  fail  before  the  others,  had  gained  more 
fea-room  than  any  of  them;  but  the  fouth-eafl  ftorm  had  carried 
away  all  her  mafts;  foon  after  they  were  joined  by  the  Grafton, 
who  gave  the  welcome  information  that  (he  had  left,  on  the  28  th 
of  December,  the  Lenox,  Admiral  Corniffi,  with  the  York,  and 
Weymouth,  30  leagues  off  the  land:  they  were  all  returning  to- 
gether from  Trincomaly:  the  Grafton,  after  parting  with  them,  met 
hard  weather  during  the  hours  in  which  the  ftorm  was  raging  near 
the  coaft.  The  Admiral,  leaving;  her  to  take  care  of  the  Liver- 
pool,  anchored  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry  the  next  morning,  and 
they  in  the  afternoon.  The  other  three  (hips  came  in  the  next 
day.  On  the  7th  came  in  the  Salifbury,  with  the  prize  la  Compagnie 
dcs  Indes,  likewife  from  Trincomaly,  and  the  Tyger  from  Madrafs, 
where  the  violence  of  the  ftorm  had  not  reached.  No  more  were 
to  be  expedled;  for  the  Elizabeth  and  the  Southfea-caftle,  want- 
ing the  dock,  were  failed  for  Bombay,  with  the  two  other  prizes, 
the  Hermionc  and  Baleine.  But  by  this  time,  the  four  difmafted 
(hips,  although  not  quite  refitted,  were  again  in  a condition  to 
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1761.  a(SI;  on  neceffity;  and  thus  in  a week  after  the  florm,  which  had 
raifecl  luch  hopes  of  deliverance  in  the  garrifon  of  Pondicherry,  they 
faw  their  road  again  blockaded  by  eleven  fail  of  the  line,  and  although 
three  of  them  were  only  of  50  guns,  all  were  manned  above  their 
complements  by  the  addition  of  the  crews  which  had  been  faved 
from  the  three  ftranded  fliips.  Their  boats  continually  cruizing, 
intercepted,  or  drove  away  whatfoever  embarkations  came  towards 
the  road  with  provifions;  but  feveral  boats  which  were  launched  from 
the  town  in  the  three  nights  immediately  after  the  ftorm,  favoured 
by  the  wind,  the  current,  and  the  darkiiefs,  efcaped  to  the  fouth- 
ward.  In  one  of  them  Mr.  Tally  fent  away  Rajahfaheb,  the  foil 
of  Chundafaheb,  who,  ever  fince  the  defeat  of  Vandlwafh,  had  re- 
fided  with  his  family  in  Pondicherry;  he  landed  at  Negapatam, 
and  from  thence  palTed  to  Ceylon  in  the  charader  of  an  elephant- 
merchant. 

Every  diligence  was  exerted  to  reflore  the  works  and  ftations  of 
the  army  to  the  condition  from  which  they  had  been  difmantled 
by  the  Porm.  Reports  of  the  Morattoes  continued,  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  prefent  opportunity  increafed  the  apprehenfions  of 
their  attempts  to  throw  provifions  into  the  town.  The  bound-hedge 
and  its  redoubts  remained  as  before  a fufficient  defence  as  far  as  they 
extended;  but  the  fouth  fide  of  the  blockade  along  the  river  of 
Ariancopang  was  laid  open  by  the  ruin  of  the  two  batteries  on  the 
coco-nut  and  land  ifland,  and  of  the  Rar  redoubt  on  the  fpit  of  fand 
over  againR  the  bar;  which  could  not  be  reflored  in  ten  days;  and 
the  torrent  of  the  river  prevented  the  immediate  tranfportof  men  and 
materials  to  fet  about  the  work.  Colonel  Coote  therefore  deter- 
mined, as  foon  as  the  river  fubfided,  to  furprize  St.  Thomas’s  re- 
doubt, which,  wTilR  it  remained  as  at  prefent  without  oppofition 
on  the  other  fhore,  would  prote6l  the  palTage  of  what  convoys  the 
garrifon  might  expefl;  but  if  taken,  would  preclude  their  approach 
even  more  efficacioufly  than  the  polls  on  this  fide  the  blockade  which 
the  ftorm  had  ruined.  The  waters  fell  fufficiently  on  the  5th,  and 
the  detachment  intended  for  the  attack,  having  previoufly  affembled 
at  the  Ariancopang  redoubt,  which  ftood  above  at  the  extremity  of 
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the  bound-hedge,  and  on  the  Tame  fide  of  the  river,  marched  down 
after  it  was  dark  under  the  bank,  which  was  fteep  and  Ikirted  by  a 
fand.  The  redoubt  {food  at  the  opening,  but  on  the  farther  (ide,  of  a 
channel,  which  ftrikes  to  the  north  from  the  main  body  of  the  river, 
and  carries  water  into  the  ditches  of  the  town.  A French  officer,  with 
three  troopers  of  his  nation,  who  had  taken  fervice  in  the  Eiiglifh 
army,  croffed  firft,  whilll;  Colonel  Coote  himl'elf,  with  the  reft  of  the 
detachment,  halted  on  the  nether  fide  of  the  channel.  The  officer 
was  challenged,  and  anfwered  that  he  came  from  the  town  with  a 
party,  which  Mr.  Tally  had  fent  off  in  hafte,  on  intelligence  that 
the  Englifh  intended  to  attack  the  redoubt  this  very  night.  He  war, 
believed,  and  admitted;  and  Colonel  Coote  hearing  no  buftle  or  firing;, 
immediately  fent  over  the  front  of  his  party,  who,  as  foon  as  their 
numbers  were  fuff.cient,  declared  themfelves,  and  theatencd  to  put 
the  whole  guard  to  death,  if  a fingle  man  made  the  leaft  noife,  or  at- 
tempted to  efcape.  All  obeyed,  excepting  one  Caffrc,  who  ftole  away 
unperceivcd.  They  confifted  of  a ferjeant,  five  gunners,  five  Caftres, 
and  fome  Sepoys.  The  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Call,  followed  with  the 
pioneer  company  of  50  Europeans,  and  100  Lafcars,  carrying  ga- 
bions, fafcines,  and  tools,  with  which  they  immediately  let  to  work 
to  clofe  and  retrench  the  gorge;  over  w'hich  it  was  intended  when 
neceffary  to  turn  the  guns  againft  the  town.  At  one  in  the  morning 
blue  lights  appeared  over  the  ramparts  along  the  fouth  front,  as  if  the 
garrifon  apprehended  fome  attack  on  their  walls.  Soon  after  they  began 
to  fire  fingle  fhot  upon  the  redoubt,  which  came  with  fuch  good  aim, 
that  the  party  at  work  threw  the  guns  out  of  their  carriages  on 
the  ground,  to  preferve  them.  At  two,  every  thing  was  quiet 
in  the  town,  and  the  work  forward,  when  Colonel  Coote  went 
, away  to  get  reft  at  his  head  quarters  at  Oulgarry,  leaving  a Lieu- 
tenant of  artillery,  with  the  40  Europeans,  and  100  Sepoys,  in 
the  redoubt,  which  the  officer  was  ordered  to  defend  to  the  laft 
extremity.  The  workmen  had  finifticd,  and  were  withdrawn  at 
four  o’clock.  At  five,  the  redoubt  was  attacked  by  the  four  com- 
panies of  grenadiers  from  the  garrifon : they  aftaulted  on  every 
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1761.  fide  at  once,  few  fired,  and  all  pnfhed  with  fixed  bayonets  through 
Jaimary.  the  ditch  Over  the  parapet.  The  refilliance  was  not  equal  either 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  poll:,  for  it  was  clofed  on  all  fides;  or  to 
the  number  of  the  guard,  which  were,  including  the  Sepoys,  1 70 
men.  Some  elcaped  by  jumping  over  the  parapet;  a few  were 
killed,  and  the  greatefl:  part,  with  the  officer,  furrendered  themfelves 
prifoners.  At  noon,  Mr.  Tally  fent  back  all  who  had  been  taken, 
to  the  Englifh  camp,  for  want  of  provifions  to  feed  them ; but  on 
condition,  that  they  fhould  not  adl  again.  This  difcovery  of  the 
diftrefs  of  the  garrifon  could  only  be  required  or  warranted  by  the 
•utmofi:  neceffity.  However,  Mr.  Tally  might  fuppofe,  that  the  pri- 
foners had  not  time  to  learn  the  worfl  of  what  the  town,  was  en- 
during, and  that  they  could  not  tell  fo  much  as  deferters. 

On  the  failure  of  this  attempt,  a large  portion  of  the  working 
]5arties  was  allotted  to  complete  the  redoubt  on  the  fj^it  of  faiid, 
which  was  to  replace  that  which  had  been  wafhed  away.  It  was 
raifed  for  the  advantage  of  higher  ground,  three  hunded  yards  in 
the  rear  of  the  former;  its  fcale  fufficient  to  contain  400  men,  and 
to  mount  1 6 guns  in  different  directions.  Equal  attention  was  given 
to  repair  and  complete  the  Hanover  battery,  where,  from  the  lownefs 
of  the  fituation,  much  labour  was  requifite  to  clear  the  water,  which 
had  filled  the  trench  that  communicated  with  it  from  fbme  inclofiires 
in  the  rear.  The  only  fire  from  the  town  W’as  to  interrupt  the 
workmen  here,  but  with  little  effeff.  On  the  7th,  the  Com- 
pany’s fhip  Falmouth  arrived  from  Madrafs,  laden  with  battering 
cannon,  ammunition,  and  flores,  to  replace  what  had  foundered 
in  the  Duke:  and  on  the  9th  another  fhip  brought  Mr.  Pigot  the 
governor,  with  Mr.  Dupre,  one  of  the  council,  and  captain  Robert 
Barker,  who  had  been  to  Madrafs  to  fuperinteiid  the  embarkation  of 
the  flores  and  artillery,  which  Captain  Hiflop  and  he  were  now  to 
direfl  a^ainfi:  the  town. 

At  this  time  the  Nabob  received  intelligence  that  his  agents  had 
concluded  a negotiation  with  the  Morattoe  general  Vizvazypunt. 
Allen,  and  the  bifhop  of  HalicarnafTuSjhad  added  the  offer  of  Thiagar 

to 
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to  Gingee,  and  the  payment  of  500,000  rupees  for  their  affiftance, 
and  proffered  fubftantial  fhroffs  as  fecurity  ; how  this  wary  tribe  of 
money-changers  were  induced  to  this  venture,  when  there  was 
not  fo  much  in  Pondicherry,  nor  likely  to  come,  remains  un- 
accountable. Either  Vizvazipunt  himfelf  muft  have  encouraged 
them  to  hand  forth  in  appearance,  that  he  might  obtain  the  highcft 
terms  from  the  Nabob;  or  fome  fecret  enemy  of  the  Nabob,  who  was 
to  gain  advantage  by  the  march  of  the  Morattoes  into  the  Carnatic, 
and  the  fupport  of  Pondicherry,  muft  have  proved  to  the  fhroffs  the 
certainty  of  producing  the  money  before  the  payment  fhould  fall 
upon  their  fecurity  ; in  this  cafe  w^e  fee  no  one  but  Hyderally  to 
conje6ture.  The  Nabob’s  agents  were  fo  perplexed  by  thefacl,  that 
they  rofe  by  degrees  from  the  fame  fuin  of  500,000  rupees  v/ith 
which  they  had  began,  and  concluded  for  two-  millions,  of  which 
one  was  to  be  paid  in  20  days,  and  the  other  in  nine  months ; on 
w'hich  Vizvazipunt  told  the  French  reprefentatives,  that  they  had 
no  affiftance  to  expert  from  him ; and  Allen  and  the  Bifhop 
w'ent  away  with  their  troops,  who  w’ere  200  Europeans  mounted, 
and  100  on  foot,  to  Hyderally  in  Bengalore,  which  is  five  days 
from  Cudapanatam.  The  Nabob,  on  this  important  occafion,  as 
indeed  on  all  others  ever  fmee  he  w^as  convinced  of  the  pro- 
bability of  taking  Pondicherry,  enlarged  himfelf  with  more  de- 
cifion  and  fpirit,  than  he  had  ever  exerted  fince  his  government, 
and  firft  connexion  with  the  Englifh  nation ; and  as  the  fmalleft 
undiffembled  exceffes  of  the  mind  tell  more  than  the  whole  com- 
pofure  of  political  reafon,  he  never  failed  to  afk  Colonel  Coote 
every  day,  whether  he  was  fure,  and  when,  Pondicherry  would 
furrender.  Advices  were  at  the  fame  time  received  from  Captain 
Prefton,  that  he  had  attacked  the  pettah  of  Thiagar,  which  ftands 
on  the  plain,  and  after  fome  refiftance  carried  both  the  mud-w'alls ; 
on  which  the  French  troops  who  defended  it  ran  to  the  rock, 
and  faved  tf  emfelves  in  the  fortifications  above,  wdneh  could  only 
be  affaulted  by  furprize,  or  reduced  by  famine  or  bombardment : he 
had  already  begun  to  throw  fhells  from  two  howitzers,  and  W'as  w^ait- 
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1761.  ing  for  mortars  from  Madrafs.  Thefe  advices  removed  any  farther 
jiamary'  Rppreheiifions  of  fuccours  getting  into  Pondicherry  from  the  laud. 

By  the  morning  of  the  ioth,the  Hanover  battery  was  completed; 
but  before  it  opened,  Colonel  Coote,  with  feveral  officers,  advanced 
from  the  Villenore  redoubt,  to  reconnoitre  the  bafiions  of  the 
town.  As  they  were  handing  about  800  yards  from  the  wails,  a 
flag  appeared  approaching.  Colonel  Coote  fent  forward  his  aid- 
de-camp  lieutenant  Duefpe,  (not  the  officer  we  have  m*entioned 
at  Vandivafh)  to  receive  his  mcffiige  or  letters.  Two  other  officers 
accompanied  Duefpe,  and  went  on  in  the  avenue  leading  from 
the  Villenore  redoubt  to  the  glacis,  until  they  were  challenged  by 
the  centries,  and  ordered  to  retire;  but  not  obeying,  a ffiot  was 
fired  from  a fix-})Ounder  on  the  Villenore  gate,  which  m.ilTed  them, 
but  unfortunately  ftruck  and  killed  Duefpe,  as  he  was  talkingr  to 
the  meffeno-er.  Colonel  Coote  fent  to  demand  fatisfadiion  for  the 

O 

outrage,  fuppoiing  it  unprovoked.  Mr.  Tally  confined  the  officers 
on  duty  at  the  gate,  and  the  next  day  fent  his  aid-de-camp  to  explain 
the  mifehance,  for  which  he  exprefled  much  concern. 

A few  hours  after  Duefpe  was  killed,  the  Hanover  batterv 
opened  with  ten  guns,  fix  were  twenty-four,  and  four  eighteen- 
pounders,  and  with  three  mortars,  two  of  thirteen  and  one  of  ten 
inches.  The  fix  guns  on  the  left  fired  upon  the  wefl:  face  of  the 
N.  w.  baifion,  and  of  the  counter-guard  before  it.  The  two  next 
upon  the  next  baftion  on  the  left,  which  was  fmall,  and  mount- 
ed only  three  guns ; it  was  called  St.  Jofeph.  'Phe  two  other 
guns  on  the  right  battered  the  two  projediing  towers  handing 
on  each  fide  of  the  Valdore  gate,  which  had  a good  ravelin 
in  front  between  them.  The  mortars  fired  varioufly.  The  fire 
of  the  cannon  ceafed  in  three  hours,  but  the  mortars  continued 
at  intervals  throughout  the  day.  The  garrifon  returned  very  fpa- 
ringly.  The  next  day,  the  iith,  the  battery,  having  been  da- 
maged by  its  own  ufe,  fired  lei's,  and  the  town  more,  with  the 
addition  of  Ihells  from  two  mortars  in  the  Valdore  ravelin,  which 
I'evei  al  times  fell  in  and  near  the  Hanover  battery ; which  never- 
thelefs  opened  again  the  next  morning  quite  repaired,  and  with 

great 
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great  vivacity ; but  the  enemy  neither  in  this  nor  the  preceding  1761. 
night  had  given  any  repair  to  the  n.  w.  baflion,  and  its  counter- 
guard ; which,  in  confequence  of  this  negledt,  had  very  little  lire 
to  return,  nor  did  much  come  from  the  baftion  of  St.  Jofeph,  or  the 
works  of  the  Valdore  gate.  Many  deferters  came  over  in  thele  two 
nights,  and  their  accounts  agreed  of  the  diimal  diftrefs  of  the  gar- 
rifon.  The  Englifli  army,  on  the  contrary,  received  the  confirma- 
tion of  a re{>ort,  that  more  forces  from  England  (fent  by  the  fame 
fpirit  as  the  others)  were  arrived  at  Anjengo,  on  the  coaft  of  Mala- 
bar, Six  hundred  men,  the  rem.ainder  of  the  Highland  regiment, 
had  embarked  in  the  month  of  May  in  five  of  the  company’s  fhips 
and  two  men  of  war  of  the  line.  Three  of  the  company’s  and  one 
of  the  men  of  war  arrived  at  Anjengo  on  the  15th  of  December, 
and  the  others  were  daily  expefled  there. 

The  redoubt  on  the  fpit  of  fand  to  the  fouth  was  completed  by 
the  night  of  the  1 2th,  and  the  workmen  and  tools  recalled,  to  ferve  at 
the  opening  of  the  trenches,  for  which  all  the  materials  were  by  this 
time  colledled.  The  Hanover  battery  fired  little  through  the  13th, 
and  received  only  a few  Ihells.  In  the  beginning  of  the  night,  all 
appointed  for  the  trenches  were  afiembled  at  the  bleaching  town.  > 
They  were  700  Europeans  draughted  from  the  rank  and  file,  400 
lafears,  the  pioneer  company  of  70  Europeans,  and  200  coolies  ; 
there  were  likewife  400  oxen,  with  their  drivers,  one  to  three. 

The  ground  was  opened,  under  cover,  juft  within  the  fkirt  of  the 
bleaching  town,  in  the  part  neareft  the  beach.  After  three  fhort 
returns,  the  trench  was  brought  to  the  outfide  of  the  houfes, 
and  from  hence  puflied  on  obliquely  in  one  ftraight  line,  until 
it  pafled  crofs  the  high  road  leading  from  the  Madrafs  gate,  on  the 
other  fide  of  which  road,  the  intended  battery  was  to  be  eredled. 

This  oblique  trench  was  480  yards  long,  and  from  its  termination 
was  continued  another  of  280  yards,  parallel  to  the  defences  of 
the  town.  Two  Ihort  trenches  continued,  one  from  each  end 
of  this  parallel,  and  fell  in  with  the  two  ends  of  the  intended 
battery,  which  was  to  be  conftrudled  40  yards  in  front ; and  the 
parallel  in  the  rear  was  to  be  the  flation  of  the  main  o-uard  for 
VoL.  II.  4 Y ' the 


January. 


The  War  of  Coromandel.  Book  XIII. 

the  fupport  of  the  battery,  if  attacked.  All  this  work,  compre- 
hending 800  yards,  Iheltered  on  the  left  by  gabions,  fafcines,  and 
fand-bags,  was  executed  by  the  European  foldiery,  divided  into  com- 
panies, all  working  at  the  fame  time  according  to  the  trace,  on  the. 
different  ground  allotted  to  each  divifion ; whilfl:  the  400  lafcars, 
and  the  200  coolies,  were  employed  in  bringing  the  materials,  not 
only  to  them,  but  to  the  battery,  where  the  pioneers  were  at 
work,  as  requiring  more  knowledge  and  exaftnefs ; who  before  the 
morning  had  finiflied  fix  embrallires  in  the  battery ; to  which, 
likewife,  the  oxen  had  brought  the  cannon  from  the  artillery-park, 
which  had  been  formed  near  the  fea-fhore,  jufl  without  the  bound- 
hedge.  It  was  fcarcely  poffible  for  the  fame  number  of  hands  to 
have  done  more  work  in  the  fame  time.  Colonel  Coote,  and  the 
principal  officers,  paiTed  the  night  in  the  trenches,  and  were  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Pigot  and  Mr.  Dupre.  The  town,  to  their  great 
lurprize,  although  blue  lights  often  appeared  on  the  walls,  did  not 
fire  a fingle  fhot  to  interrupt  the  work.  Care  had  been  taken  to 
leffen  the  ufual  noife,  by  not  driving  the  picquets  of  the  gabions 
into  the  earth  with  the  entrenching  tools  ; neverthelefs,  fo  many 
perfons  continually  bufy,  the  found  of  the  carriages  and  oxen,  and 
the  call  of  their  drivers  could  fcarcely  remain  unheard  ; as  the 
battery  was  within  450  yards  of  the  walls.  Julf  before  day-light 
all  the  workmen  were  withdrawn,  and  too  Europeans,  with  300 
Sepoys,  were  polled  in  the  parallel,  and  another  party  of  the  fame 
number  in  the  cover  of  the  village  at  the  tail  of  the  trenches,  in 
order  to  fjpport  the  foremoft  guard.  The  embrafures  that  were 
finifhecl  were  left  mafked  ; becaufe  there  had  not  been  time  to  lay 
down  the-  platforms  for  the  guns.  Neverthelefs,  it  was  expedfed, 
that  the  garrifon  would  fire  hotly  the  enfuing  day,  were  it  only  to 
damage  the  parapet  of  the  batter3^ 

They  were  doubtlefs  affonifhed  at  the  work  they  faw  done ; but 
only  fired  now  and  then,  and  only  fingle  fhot  at  a time;  obferv- 
ing  which,  the  chief  engineer  fent  carpenters,  who  laid  down  the 
platforms-,  without  receiving  any  hurt.  The  Hanover  battery  bred 
throughout  the  day,  with  ail  its  artillery  and  redoubled  vivacity, 

which 
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which  before  night  filenced  all  the  guns  againft  which  it  opened;  1761. 
on  the  N.  w.  baftion  and  its  counter-guard,  on  St.  Jofeph’s,  on  the 
two  demi-baftions,  and  on  the  ravelin  of  the  Valdore  gate. 

At  night  the  pioneers,  with  300  Lafcars,  w^ent  to  work  again  at 
the  royal  battery  ; and  the  town,  having  well  marked  the  aim,  kept 
up  a I'mart  fire  of  fliot,  grape,  and  mufketry,  u hich  killed  or 
dangeroufly  wounded  twelve  men  in  the  battery.  Several  fliowers 
of  rain  fell  in  the  night,  which  gave  apprehenfion  that  the  enemy 
would  fally;  but  they  refrained,  and  before  day-light  the  battery 
was  completed.  It  was  called  the  royal,  and  contained  1 1 twenty- 
four  pounders,  and  on  the  left  three  heavy  mortars.  It  opened 
early  in  the  morning,  and,  feconded  by  the  crofs  and  enfilading  fire 
of  the  Hanover  battery  with  10  guns,  loon ’filenced  all  the  defences 
which  bore  upon  it ; excepting  a gun  or  two  on  the  baftion  next 
the  beach.  Inadlivity  joined  neceffity  in  this  unaccountable  aban- 
don of  defence  ; which  was  fo  great,  that,  what  rarely  happens  un- 
til all  commanding  w'orks  are  entirely  demolifhed,  men  were  fet, 
and  continued  at  v/ork  throughout  the  day,  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  trenches,  fixing-  more  fecurelv  the  g:abions,  ramming-  down  the 
earth,  and  fmoothing  the  tops  of  the  parapet,  that  the  troops,  if 
fallied  upon  in  the  enfuing  night,  might  fire  over  them  with  cer- 
tainty and  fafety.  A party  was  draughted  to  begin,  as  foon  as  it 
was  dark,  another  battery  of  fix  guns,  300  yards  nearer  to  the 
beach,  and  1 50  nearer  the  walls  : it  was  intended  to  deftroy  the 
flanks  of  the  feveral  baftions,  which  the  royal  battery  could  only 
take  ill  reverfe. 

As  the  fun  was  fetting.  Colonel  Coote  coming,  as  was  his  cuftom, 
to  fupervife  the  batteries,  faw  a flag  advancing  in  the  Villenore 
avenue ; who,  being  challenged,  announced  the  approach  of  a de- 
putation. They  came  on  foot,  the  town  having  neither  horfes  or 
palankin  bearers  to  carry  them,  and  Colonel  Coote  received  them  at 
his  head-quarters  at  Oulgarry.  The  deputies  were  Colonel  Durre, 
commandant  of  the  king’s  artillery,  father  Lavaur,  fuperior  of  the 
Jefuits,  Moracin  and  Courtin,  members  of  the  council,  with  Tobin 
ferving  as  interpreter. 
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1761.  Colonel  Durre  delivered  a memorial  llgiicd  by  Mr.  Lally  of- the 
January,  ^o^^owing  purport : “ That  die  hhiglifli  had  taken  Cliandernagore 
“ agaiiift  the  faith  of  the  treaties  of  neutrality  which  had  always 
‘‘  I'ubfifted  between  the  European  nations  in  Bengal,  and  efpeciallv 
“ betv^een  the  Engliili  and  French  ; and  this  at  a time,  when  that 
“ fettlement  had  iufi  rendered  the  Engliili  the  mod  fignal  fervices, 
“ as  well  by  refufmg  to  join  the  Nabob  Surajah  Dowlah  in  the 
“ attack  of  Calcutta,  as  by  receiving  and  fuccouring  the  inhabi- 
“ tants  of  this  colony,  after  their  , defeat  and  difperfion ; by  which 
“ protection  they  were  enabled  to  remain  in  the  province,  and  by 
“ this  continuance  to  recover  their  fettlcments  ; as  Mr.  Pio-ot  had 
“ acknowledged  in  a letter  to  the  government  of  Pondicherry. — ■” 
That  “ the  government  of  Madrafs  had  refufed  to  fulfil  the  con- 
“ ditions  of  a cartel  concluded  between  the  two  crowns,  tilthoueh 
“ Mr.  Pigot  had  at  firft  accepted  the  cartel,  and  commiffioners  had 
“ been  appointed  on  both  deles  to  meet  at  Sadrafs,  in  order  to  fettle 
“ amicably  whatfoever  difficulties  might  occur  in  the  execution.” — 
“ This  condudt  of  the  Engliffi  (Mr.  Lally  goes  on)  puts  it  out  of 
“ his  power,  as  refponfible  to  the  court  of  France,  to  propofe  any 
“ capitulation  for  the  city  of  Pondicherry.” — “ The  troojis  of  the 
“ king  and  company  furrender  themfelves,  for  want  .of  provi- 
“ dons,  prilbners  of  war  to  his  Britannic  Majedy,  conformably 
“ to  the  terms  of  the  cartel,  which  Mr.  Lally  claims  for  the 
“ civil  inhabitants  and  citizens,  and  for  the  exercife  of  the  Ro- 
“ man  religion,  the  religious  houfes,  hofpitals,  chaplains,  furgeons, 
“ domedicks,  &:c.  referring  to  the  two  courts  to  decide  a propor- 
“ tional  reparation  for  the  violations  of  treaties  fo  folemnly  eda- 
“ bliffied.” — “ In  confequence,  Mr.  Coote  may  to-morrow  morn- 
“ ing  at  eight  o’clock  take  podefdon  of  the  Villenore  gate,  and  on 
“ the  fame  hour  the  next  day,  of  the  gates  of  the  citadel  (Fort  Louis); 
“ and  as  he  has  the  force  in  his  own  hands,  he  may  didlate  fuch  far- 
“ ther  difpodtions  as  he  may  think  proper.” — From  a principle  of 
“ judice  and  humanity  alone  I demand  (thefe  are  Mr.  Lady’s  words) 
“ that  the  mother  and  dders  of  Rajahfaheb  be  permitted  to  feek  an 
afylum  wherefoever  they  ffiall  think  proper,  or  that  they  re- 

“ main 
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“ main  prlfoners  with  the  Englifh,  and  be  not  delivered  into  the  1761. 
“ hands  of  Mahomed  Ally  Cawn,  ftill  tino;ed  with  the  blood  of  the 

/ o _ January. 

“ father  and  hufband,  which  he  fhed,  to  the  fhame  indeed  of  thofe 
“ who  delivered  up  Chundafaheb  to  him,  but  to  the  Ihame  likewife 
“ of  the  commander  of  the  Englifh  army,  who  ought  not  to  have  fuf- 
“ fered  fuch  a barbarity  to  have  been  committed  in  his  camp.” — 

“ Being  himfelf  confined  by  the  cartel  in  the  declaration  wdhch  he 
“ is  now  making  to  Mr.  Coote,  Mr.  Lally  confeiits  that  the  mem- 
“ bers  of  the  council  of  Pondicheri  y make  their  own  reprelentations, 

“ on  w'hat  may  more  immediately  concern  their  particular  interefls, 

“ and  thofe  of  the  colony.” 

Father  Lavaur  and  the  other  deputies  prefented  another  memo- 
rial, from  the  governor  and  council  of  Pondicherry.  “ That  no 
“ hurt  fhould  be  done  to  the  inhabitants  ; their  houfes  be  preferved, 

“ their  effedls  and  mercantile  goods  left  to  their  own  difpofal  : that 
“ all  who  chofe  might  remain  in  their  habitations,  and  'were  to-be 
“ confidered  as  Britifh  fubjedts,  and  enjoy  their  former  pofTeffions 
“ and  advantages.  In  their  favour  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
“ was  to  be  maintained  ; the  churches,  the  houfes  of  the  ecclefiaf- 
“ tics,  and  the  religious  orders,  wTether  within  or  wnthout  the  city, 

“ to  be  prcferv'ed  with  every  thing  belonging  to  them;' the  mif- 
“ fionaries  free  to  go  and  come,  and  receive  under  the  Englifh  flag 
“ the  fame  protedlion  as  they  had  under  the  French.”  “ No  build- 
“ ings  or  edifices,  and  no  part  of  the  fortifications,  w'ere  to  be  de- 
“ molifhed,  until  the  decifion  of  the  refpedlive  fovereigns.” — “ The 
records  in  the  regifter-office,  on  which  the  fortunes  of  indivi- 
“ duals  depend,  were  to  remain  under  the  care  of  the  prefent  dc- 
“ pofitaries,  and  be  fent  to  France,  at  their  difcretion.” — “ Not 
“ only  the  inhabitants  who  w'ere  French,  but  of  whatfoever  other 
nation  efliablifhed  at  Pondicherry  for  their  commerce,  w'cre  to 
“ participate  of  thefe  conditions.” — “ The  natives  of  Bourbon  and 
“ Mauritius,  in  number  41,  having  ferved  only  as  volunteers,  to 
‘‘  return  home  by  the  firfl  opportunity.” — “ Safeguards  were,  to 

“ be 
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“ be  furnifhed  to  prevent  diforders.”  “ And  all  thefe  conditions 
“ were  to  be  executed  with  o-ood  faith.” 

O 

Colonel  Coote,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Lally’s  memorial,  faid,  that 
“ the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  Chandernagore  were  before 
“ his  Britannic  Majefty,  which  precluded  any  difculTion  on  this 
“ fubjedt,  neither  had  it  .any  relation  to  the  furrender  of  Pondi- 
“ cherry.”  “ That  the  difpute  concerning  the  cartel  remaining 
“ undecided,  precluded  his  confent  that  the  troops  in  Pondicherry 
“ llrould  be  deemed  prifoners  on  the  term.s  of  that  cartel ; but 
“ that  they  mull  furrender  prifoners  of  war,  to  be  treated  at  his 
“ difcretion,  which  fhould  not  be  deficient  in  humanity.”  “ That 
“ the  gates  of  the  tov/n  and  citadel  fliould  be  taken  polTelfon 
“ of  by  the  Engliih  troops  at  the  hours  propofed  by  INIr.  Tally.” 
“ That  the  mother  and  ffters  of  Rajahlaheb  Ihould  be  efcorted 
“ to  IVladrafs,  where  proper  care  fliould  be  taken  for  their  fafety, 
and  that  they  fliould  not  on  any  account  be  delivered  into  the 
“ hands  of  the  Nabob  INIahomedally.”  To  the  other  deputies 
Colonel  Coote  only  faid,  that  their  propofitions  were  anfwered 
in  his  anfwer  to  Mr.  Tally  ; they  returned  into  the  town  at  mid- 
night. 

The  next  morning,  it  was  the  i6th  of  January,  the  grenadiers  of 
Coote’s  regiment  marched  from  the  camp,  and  took  poffeff  on  of  the 
Villenore  gate.  Colonel  Coote  dined  with  Mr.  Tally  ; who,  appre- 
henfve  of  tumult  or  diforders,  confented  that  the  citadel  fhould  be 
delivered  up  in  the  evening,  that  the  foldiers  might  be  put  under  con- 
finement before  night.  Accordingly  more  troops  marched  in  from 
the  camp  ; and  in  the  afternoon  the  garrifon  drew  up  under  arms  on 
the  parade  before  the  citadel,  and  the  Englifli  troops  facing  them  ; 
Colonel  Coote  then  reviewed  the  line,  which,  exclufive  of  commif- 
fioned  officers,  invalids,  and  others  ivho  had  hid  themfelves,  amount- 
ed to  I loo,  all  wearing  the  face  of  famine,  fatigue,  or  difeafe.  The 
grenadiers  of  Torrain  and  Tally,  once  the  ablefi:  bodied  men  in  the 
army,  appeared  the  moft  impaired,  having  conftantly  put  themfelves 
forward  to  every  fervice  ; and  it  was  recollefted,  that  from  their  firfh 
* landino;. 
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landing,  throughout  all  the  fervices  of  the  field,  and  all  the  diftrefifes 
of  the  blockade,  not  a man  of  them  had  ever  deferted  to  the  Eno^lilh 

' _ D 

colours.  The  vi6tor  foldier  gave  his  figh  (which  none  but  banditti 
cpuld  refufe)  to  this  folemn  contemplation  of  the  fate  of  war,  which 
might  have  been  his  own.  The  French  troops,  after  they  were 
reviewed,  marched  into  the  citadel,  where  they  depofited  their  arms 
in  heaps,  and  were  then  condufted  to  their  prifoiis. 

The  next  morning  the  Englilh  flag  was  hoifted  in  the  tov’i'n,  and 
its  difplay  was  received  by  the  falute  of  a thoufand  pieces  of  cannon, 
from  every  gim  of  every  fhip  in  the  road,  in  all  the  Englifh  polls  and 
batteries,  the  field-artillery  of  the  line,  and  on  the  ram.parts  and  de- 
fences of  Pondicherry. 

The  lurrender  was  inevitable,  for  at  the  fcanty  rate  of  the 
wretched  provifions,  to  which  the  garrifon  had  for  fome  time 
been  reduced,  there  did  not  remain  fufficient  to  fupply  them  two 
days  more.  Neverthelefs  the,  detellation  againfl:  Mr.  Tally,  if 
polfible,  increafed,  as  the  foie  author  of  the  calamity,  and,  no  longer 
retrained  by  his  authority,  broke  out  in  the  mofl;  vindiftive  expref- 
fions  of  menace  and  rej^roach.  The  third  day  after  the  furrender  was 
appointed  for  his  departure  to  Madrafs.  In  the  forenoon  of  this 
day  a troop  of  officers,  moftly  of  the  French  company’s  battalion, 
went  up  the  fleps  of  the  government  houfe,  towards  his  apart- 
ments, where  they  were  met  by  his  aid  de  camp,  whom  they  in- 
fulted ; and  were  difperled  by  the  guard,  which  came  up  on  the 
quarrel.  This  trooj)  then  affembled  and  waited  below  at  the  gate  of 
the  citadel  until  one  o’clock.  Mr.  Tally  did  not  move  until  the  clofe 
of  the  day ; his  elcort  was  1 5 Englilh  hulTars,  and  four  troopers  of 
his  own  guard ; he  came  out  in  his  palankin,  and  at  the  gate  were 
gathered  a hundred  perfons,  moftly  officers,  with  them  the  coun- 
fellors  Moracin  and  Courtin.  As  foon  as  Mr.  Tally  appeared,  a hue 
was  fet  up  by  the  whole  aftembly,  hilTes,  pointing,  threats,  and 
every  abufive  name ; but  the  efcort  prevented  violence.  Mr.  Dubois, 
the  king’s  commilTary,  who  was  to  proceed  with  Mr.  Tally,  came 
out  of  the  fort  an  hour  after,  but  on  foot;  the  fame  aftembly  had 
continued  on  the  parade,  and  fhov'ered  the  fame  abufes.  Dubois 
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iftopt,  and  faid  he  would  anfwer  any  one.  One  Defer  ftept  out,  they 
drew,  and  the  fecond  pafs  laid  Dubois  dead,  who  was  6o  years  of 
age,  fiiort-fighted,  and  always  wore  fpedlacles.  No  one  would  affifl; 
his  fervants  to  remove  and  bury  the  corpfe;  and  his  death,  vio- 
lent and  iniquitous  as  it  was,  was  treated  as  a meritorous  acl : his 
papers  were  immediately  taken  pofTeffion  of  by  the  regifter.  It  v\’as 
known,  that  he  had,  ever  fince  his  arrival  at  Pondicherry,  compofed 
protefts  on  the  ^part  of  the  king  againfl  all  the  diforders  and  irregu- 
larities which  came  to  his  knowledge  in  any  of  the  departments  of 
the- government,  and  the  colledion  M'as  very  voluminous;  but  none 
of  his.  papers  have  ever  appeared. 

ITe  total  number  of  the  European  military  taken  in  the  town, 
including  fervices  attached  to  the  troops,  was  2072  ; the  civil  inha- 
bitants were  381  ; the  artillery  fitforfervice  were  500  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  100  mortars  and  howits.  The  ammunition,  arms,  weapons, 
and  military  ftores,  were  in  equal  abundance. 

On  the  4th  day  after  the  liirrender,  Mr.  Pigot  demanded  of  Co- 
lonel Coote,  that  Pondicherry  fliould  be  delivered  over  to  the  Pre- 
lidency  of  Maclrafs,  as  having  become  the  property  of  the  Englilh  Eaft 
India  Company.  A council  of  war,  compofed  of  the  two  admirals, 
and  four  poft-captains  of  the  fquadron.  Colonel  Coote  and  three 
Majors  of  the  king’s  troops,  affembled  to  deliberate  on  this  de- 
mand ; and  required  the  authority  on  which  it  was  made.  hlr.  Pigot 
infifled  on  the  king’s  patent,  dated  the  14th  of  January  1758,  which 
regulates  the  Company’s  fhare  and  title  to  captures.  The  council 
of  war  deemed  the.patent  incompetent  to  the  pretenfion.  Mr.  Pigot, 
as  the  fliortefl  way,  declared,  that  if  Pondicherry  were  not  delivered, 
the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs  would  not  furnifh  money  either  for  the 
hibfiflence  of  the  king's  troops,  or  the  French  prifoners.  This  con- 
clufion  barred  all  farther  argument,  for  neither  the  Admiral,  nor 
the  commander  of  the  king’s  troops,  were  authorized  to  draw 
bills  on  the  government  in  England  for  fuch  a contingency.  The 
council  of  war,  therefore,  fubmitted  to  the  requilition,  but  protefled 
againfl;  the  infult  it  conveyed  againft  the  King’s  prerogative,  and 
declared  the  Prefidency  relponfible  for  the  confequences. 

During 
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During  this  dlfcuffion,  Colonel  Coote  detached  eight  companies  1761. 
of  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Stephen  Smith,  to  inveft 
the  forts  of  Gingee;  and  a convoy  of  military  flores  were  lent  from 
the  camp  to  Major  Preflon,  who  was  continuing  the  blockade  of 
Thiagar. 

The  Nabob  requefted  and  expedled  that  the  army,  after  the  necef- 
fary  repofe,  would  accompany  him  againft  liich  chiefs  and  feudatories, 
whom  he  wilhed  or  had  pretenfions  to  call  to  account,  either  for  con- 
tempts of  his  authority,  or  for  tributes  unfettled,  or  withheld.  He 
liad  not  foreiven  the  rebellion  of  his  half-brother  Nazeabulla  of 
Nelore.  His  indignation  had  never  ceafed  againft  Mortizally,  the 
Kellidar  of  Velore,  who,  as  well  as  the  three  greater  Polygars  to 
the  north,  and  of  Arlelore,  and  Woriorepollam  to  the  fouth,  were 
fufpeded  of  hidden  treafures;  flill  more  the  greater  and  lelTer  Mora- 
vars;  and  the  king  of  Tanjore,  wealthier  than  all,  fca'rcely  con- 
fidered  the  Nabob  as  his  fuperior. 

But  the  Prefidency  had  other  attentions  to  regard  ; their  treafury 
and  credit  was  exhaufted  in  the  redudtion  of  Pondicherry;  the  care 
of  2500  French  prifoners  required  ftrong  guards  and  no  little  ex- 
pence. Bengal  w'as  engaged  in  hoflilities,  wanted  troops,  and  could 
lend  no  money.  Bombay  had  extended  its  military  concerns  by  the 
acquifition  of  the  caftle  of  Surat  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1759, 
which  had  induced  the  necelfity  of  other  important  attentions  in  that 
part  of  the  continent;  and  they  w'ere  at  this  time  earneflly  requeu- 
ing the  return  of  all  the  troops  they  had  fent  to  Coromandel.  The 
fa6tory  at  Tellichery  likewife  advifed,  that  they  intended  to  flop  the 
troops  which  were  juft  arrived  and  expe6ted  in  the  lliips  from  Eng- 
land, and  w^aited  only  the  orders  of  their  fuperiors  at  Bombay  to 
attack  the  French  fettlement  at  Mahe,in  which  lervice  they  requefted 
what  aftiftance  could  be  Ipared  from  Coromandel.  It  was  ftill  un- 
certain what  was  become  of  the  French  fquadron ; the  Englifh 
fquadron  wanted  their  marines,  and  were  enjoined  a fecret  fervice 
from  England,  in  W'hich  Madrafs  w'as  to  aftift.  Theft  view's  and 
conhderations  appeared  to  the  Prefidency  of  more  Immediate  impor- 
tance than  the  indulgence  of  the  triumphal  notions  which  fwelled 
VoL.  II.  4 Z the 
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1761.  the  mind  of  the  Nabob,  whofe  joy  at  the  reduftion  of  Pondicherry, 
although  the  arfenal  M hich  had  forged  all  the  anxieties  of  his  life, 
was  immediately  imbittered  by  this  interruption  to  the  future  coii- 
quefls  he  had  lb  near  at  heart:  and,  un\^diling  to  continue  in  the 
Carnatic  without  the  entire  predominance  of  his  authority,  he  retired 
as  it  were  in  dilguh  with  viclory  to  Tritchiiiopoly,  where  he  ai'rived 
on  the  1 5th  of  February. 

February.  Four  hundred  of  the  French  prlfoners  were  lent  to  Madrafs,  ai\d 
the  Highlanders,  fix  companies,  with  feme  artillery- men,  and  four 
companies  of  Sepoys,  marched  thither  to  reinforce  the  garrifon;  200 
were  fent  to  Tritchinopoly  under  the  elcort  of  ico  Europeans,  and 
fome  Sepoys.  The  refi;  of  the  prifoners  remained  in  the  dungeons 
of  Pondicherry,  until  they  could  be  otherwife  difpofed  of ; and  300 
Europeans,  including  the  pioneer  company,  and  50  artillery-men^ 
with  the  troop  of  European  horfe,  and  four  companies  of  Sepoys, 
^vere  appointed  to  garrilbn  the  town.  The  troops  from  Bombay, 
being  1 20  of  the  king’s  artillery,  and  i 90  common  infantry,  belong- 
ing to  that  Prefidency,  embarked  in  two  lliips  to  return  thither;  the 
marines  were  reftored  to  the  fquadron;  the  reh  of  the  army  went 
into  cantonments  at  Cuddalore. 

The  court  of  France  had  inftrudled  Mr.  Lally  to  deftroy  the  ma- 
ritime polTeflions  of  the  Englifli  nation  in  India,  which  might  fall 
to  their  arms.  Thefe  inflrublions  had  been  intercepted;  and,  in  con- 
lequeiice  of  them,  the  court  of  Diredors  of  the  Englilh  Eaft-India 
Company  had  ordered  their  Prelidencies  to  retaliate  the  fame 
meafure  on  the  French  fettlements,  whenever  in  their  power.  Ac- 
cordingly Mr.  Pigot,  with  the  approbation  of  the  council  of  Madrafs, 
relblved  to  demolidi  the  fortifications  of  Pondicherry ; and  as  Mr.^ 
Stevens  lignihed  his  intention  to  repair  forthwith  to  Bombay,  in 
order  to  relit  his  fquadron,  the  demolition  was  commenced  without 
delay,  left  a French  armament  fhould  arrive  during  their  abfence, 
and  recover  the  town,  whilft  the  fortifications  remained  in  a condition 
to  afford  anv  advantag-e  in  maintainins;  it. 

Mr.  Stevens  failed  on  the  23d  of  February,  with  all  the  lhips,eleYeii- 
of  the  line,  and  two  frigates.  They  took  away  400  of  the  prifoners. 

in 
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ill  PoiidicheiTv,  all  of  the  regiments  of  Lorraln  and  Lally»  to  be  1761. 
condiied  at  Bombay,  or  fent  to  Europe  as  opportunities  flioukl  offer, 

As  ISIr.  Stevens  intended  to  aid,  if  neceiTary,  in  the  attack  of  Mah4 
the  Prefidency  fent  50  of  the  company’s  artillery,  and  three  of  their 
engineers  in  the  fquadron. 

Mahe  is  fituated  four  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Tellicherr}'.  1 he  fort 
and  town  (land  not  far  from  the  beach  of  the  fea,  along  the  fouth 
fide  of  a river,  which  admits  fmall  veffels.  Several  hills  rife  near 
the  town,  and  on  the  two  neareft  on  the  fame  fide  oi  the  river  are 
built  two  fmall  forts,  and  a much  larger,  called  St.  George,  on  a hill 
on  the  other  fide.  The  fettlcment  prefides  over  all  belonging  to  the 
French  company  on  this  fide  of  the  peninfula,  excepting  their  fadlory 
at  Surat.  Thele  dependencies  are  five  forts  to  the  north  of  Telli- 
cherry,  and  a faflory  houfe  at  Calicut. 

"I'he  five  flips  from  England  had  landed  the  troops  at  Tellicherry 
by  the  5th  of  January ; but  from  the  length  of  the  paflage  to  and 
fro,  the  permiffion  from  Bombay  to  attack  Mahe  did  not  arrive 
before  the  beginning  of  February;  and  with  it  the  Prefidency  fent 
one  of  their  cruizers,  and  a bomb-ketch  to  affifl:;  as  none  of  the  fhips 
bad  been  detained.  The  delay  had  given  Mr.  Louet,  the  governor 
of  Mahe,  time  to  make  treaties  for  affiftance  withfeveral  of  theneigh- 
bourine  chiefs  of  the  country,  with  whom  the  fettlement  had  Ions: 
been  in  commerce;  and  they  promifed  and  fwore  to  affift  efficacioufly 
as  againft  a common  enemv.  The  aid  was  much  wanted,  for  the  Eu- 
ropean  military,  on  whom  the  ftrefs  of  the  defence  was  to  refc,  did 
not  exceed  100,  and  even  they,  from  the  general  neceffity  of  the 
French  company’s  affairs,  had  not  received  their  pay  for  feveral 
months,  and  miffed  no  opportunity  of  deferting.  The  black  troops 
belonging  to  the  company,  were  a thoufand. 

The  troops  at  Tellicherry  marched  out  and  encamped  on  the  8th 
of  February  on  the  limits  of  Mahe.  Their  numbers,  for  the  garrifon 
took  the  field,  amounted  to  900  Europeans,  and  700  natives;  they 
were  commanded  by  major  Heffor  Monro,  who  determined  to  direfl 
his  firff  attack  againfl  Fort  St.  George,  on  the  hither  fide  of  the 
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All  the  felicitations  of  Mr..Louet  were  of  no  avail,  when  his  allies 
faw  the  Engim-i  troops  taking  the  field,  and  were  apprized  of  their 
numbers ; they  did  not  lend  a man ; and  before  day-break  the  next 
morning,  he  dilpatched  a letter  to  Mr.  Hodges,  the  chief  of  Telli- 
cherry,  propofing  terms  of  capitulation,  on  which  Major  Monro  was 
ordered  not  to  commence  hoftilities.  Agents  fent  to  explain  doubts 
and  objedlions,  continued  going  to  and  fro  until  the  mornino-  of 
the  i3th,^  when  the  capitulation  was  figned.  It  was  agreed,  diat 
all  the  European  military  fhould  be  tranfported  at  the  expence 
of  the  Englilh,  either  to  the  iOand  of  Bourbon,  or  to  Europe 
and  when  landed  there,  to  be  free.  The  effeds,  artillery,  and 
miiitaiy  Eores,  belonging  to  the  French  company,  were  to  be 
lurrendeied,  but  the  effeds  and  polTefiions  of  individuals  were  to  be 
preferved  to  them  enthe,  without  moledation  in  the  ufe.  The  free 
exercife  of  the  Roman  religion  was  to  be  permitted  as  before  the 
furrender;  the  pnefis  on  no  account  were  to  be  vexed,  nor  the 
churches  or  religious  edifices  impaired.  The  forts  to  the  north- 
ward of  Tellicherry  were  to  be  given  up  on  the  fame  conditions  as 
Mahe,  and  the  fadory  at  Calicut  was  to  continue  unmolelfed  under 
the  ullial  neutrality  of  that  town:  ample  honours  of  war  were  al- 
lowed to  the  garrifon.  Five  hundred  men  under  the  command  of 
Major  Peers  marched  into  Mahe  at  noon;  and  foon  after,  the  garrifon 
were  efcorted  with  their  honours  to  Tellicherry.  A detachment  was 
then  prepared  under  the  command  of  Major  Monro^  to  take  in  the 
forts  to  the  northward,  which  it  was  fufpeded  might  difpute  the 
terms  of  capitulation  provided  for  them.  The  news  of  the  furrender 
of  Mahe  arrived  at  Madrafs  on  the  3,d  of  March. 

Captain  Stephen  Smith,  as  foon  as  encamped  before  Gingee,, 
lummoned  IMacgiegoi,  the  commanding  officer,  w'ho  anlwered,  that 
^f  hv.^  held  brought  one  hundred  thouland  men,  the  forts  would  not 
be  reduced  in  three  years.  The  troops  encamped  to  the  eaft  op- 
pofite  to  the  outward  pettah  on  the  plain,  which,  although  it 
had  a mud  u'all,  was  of  much  lels  defence  than  the  inward  town,, 
which  Rands  on  higher  ground,  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  triangu- 
lar valley,  extending  between  the  three  mountains.  The  valley 
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is  enclofed  on  the  three  ficles  by  a ftrong  wall  with  towers  of  Hone, 
which  have  a ditch  before  them,  excepting  in  inch  parts  where  the 
rocks  render  it  uzinecefTary  ; but  the  wall  continues  up  the  moun- 
tains, and  furrounds  the  three  forts,  connedling  them  with  each  other. 
Bcfides  this  exterior  enclofure,  the  interior  and  higher  defences  run 
double  round  the'  two  forts  to  the  eaft ; and  the  great  mountain  to 
the  weft,  which  is  the  principal  fortification,  has  four  enclofures,  one 
below  another  towards  the  town  in  the  valley,  but  of  different  fpaces 
and  elevations;  and  the  higheft  is  a fteep  rock  in  the  north-weft 
part  of  the  third  enclofure  above  the  valley;  this  far  overtops  all  the 
mountains,  and  in  the  fort  on  its  fummit,  although  fmall,  is  a con- 
tinual fpring  of  water.  The  extent  of  wall  in  all  fortifications 
meafures  more  than  12000  yards;  to  defend  which  the  French  had 
only  150  Europeans,  topaffes,  or  coffrees,  600  Sepoys,  and  looo 
natives  of  the  adjoining  hills,  whom  they  called  Colleries.  But 
they  fuppofed  the  forts  on  the  mountains  to  be  impregnable,  and  that 
the  town  below  would  not  be  attempted,  becaufe,  if  taken,  the  troops 
which  were  to  maintain  it,  would  be  continually  fubje61;  to  the  fire 
of  the  defences  above. 

The  wall  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  valley  extends  1200  yards  from 
the  mountain  of  St.  George  on  the  right,  to  the  Englifli  mountain 
on  the^left,  and  nearly  in  the  middle  pafteth  along  the  fide  of  a 
heap  of  rocks  on  which  the  French  had  raifed  a work,  which  they 
called  the  royal  battery;  under  which  on  the  right  towards  the 
mountain  of  St.  George  ftood  a gateway  oppofite  to  the  outward 
pettah  in  the  plain : but  the  pettah  extended  only  from  this  moun- 
tain to  the  rocks  of  the  battery. 

Obfervation  and  deferters  (of  whom  feveral  came  every  day)  ap- 
prized Captain  Smith  of  the  ftate  of  the  garrifbn  and  defences,  and 
that  the  garrifon  remained  in  perfeft  fecurity  as  well  in  the  town 
below,  as  in  the  forts  above.  On  the  night  between  the  2d 
and  third  of  February,  he  marched  from  his  camp  with  600  Sepoj  s, 
in  two  divifions,  of  which  the  foremoft,  200,  carried  a fufficient 
number  of  fcaling  ladders, and  the  others  were  to  fupport  when  called 
for.  They  left  the  north  wall  of  the  pettah  on  the  left,  but  palfed 
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through  the  intervals  of  fomehoiifes,  which  adjoined  to  it  and  brought 
them  oppolite  to  the  middle  of  that  part  of  the  wall  of- the  valley 
which  extends  between  the  royal  battery  and  the  Englim  mountain. 
They  eroded  the  ditch,  placed  tiieir  ladders,  and  got  over  the  wall  un- 
challenged : the  object  was  now  to  get  poffeffion  of  the  gate  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  royal  battery;  but  the  rocks  on  M’hich  it  frood  ex- 
tended backv/ards  to  the  firft  houfes  of  the  town,  and  it  was  necef- 
lary  to  go  through  the  fiTt  ftreet  leading  acrofs,  in  order  to  pafs  be- 
vond  the  rear  of  the  rocks  and  gain  an  avenue  of  trees,  which  led 
down  to  the  gateway;  they  proceeded  even  quite  through  the  flreet 
unpcrceived;  but,  as  they  were  coming  down  the  avenue,  v^ere  chal- 
lenged and  difeovered  by  the  guard  of  the  gateway,  who  fired; 
which  alarmed  the  other  ftations  in  the  town,  but  wdth  fo  much 
confufion,  that  Captain  Smith  gave  no  attention  to  it,  but  hafeened 
to  the  gateway,  from  which  he  difperfed  the  guard  at  the  pufli  of 
bayonet,  and  opening  the  gate  let  in  the  other  dh  ifion  of  400  Sepovs, 
who  were  halting  not  far  off  in  the  neareff  flielter,  and  wdth  them 
took  poffeffion  of  the  royal  battery.  It  w^as  now^  three  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  Smith  waited  for  day  light  to  drive  the  enemy'’  out  of 
the  towm,  who  retired  before;  fome  to  St.  George’s,  others  to 
the  Englifli  mountain,  but  moft  of  them  into  the  enclofure  next 
the  town  towards  the  great  mountain,  W'here  they  continued  firing 
from  the  adjacent  rampart  throughout  the  next  day  upon  the  guards 
which  were  advanced  and  ffationed  in  the  houfes  of  the  town 
and  cannon  from  all  the  hills  continually  plunged  down,  wherefoever 
they  faw  or  fufpedled  any  of  the  Englidi  troops ; but  with  little  effedf . 
In  the  enfuing  night  the  enemy’s  troops,  w'ho  had  retired  to  the  fecond 
enclofure,  left  it,  and  retreated  to  the  higher  defences  of  the  great 
mountain. 

On  intelligence  of  this  fuccefs  1000  more  Sepoys  were  fent  to 
Smith,  w'ho  as  the  towm  W'as  very  unhealthy,  continued  more  than 
one  half  of  his  force  in  the  encampment  on  the  plain.  The  defertion 
continued,  and  amongff  them  came  a very  experienced  Jemautdar 
of  the  Sepoys,  w'ho  proffered  to  lead  a party  by  a path  he  knew  to 
furprize  the  forts  on  St.  George’s  mountain:  he  was  trufled,  and 
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the  next  night  200  Sepoys  marched  under  his  guidance.  We 
are  not  apprized  of  their  track,  but  fuppofe  they  proceeded  from  the 
camp  and  went  up  on  the  outfide  of  the  mountain  to  the  fouth,  to  the 
encloiure  of  the  outward  rock  which  is  80  feet  hio;her  than  thofe  be- 
neath.  They  fixed  their  ladders,  and  got  over  the  wall  before  they 
were  difeovered,  and  feized  8 Europeans,  but  the  reft  of  the  guard 
efcaped  to  the  enclofures  below  ; where  all  continued  very  alert  until 
day-light,  when  an  officer  came  down  to  capitulate,  and,  demanded 
very  liberal  terms;  ’out  captain  Smith  knowing  that  they  were  at  any 
time  in  his  power,  by  fending  more  men  up  to  the  rock  above  them, 
refufed  to  accept  the  lurrender,  excepting  at  diferetion;  to  which 
tliey  confented.  They  were  42  Europeans,  of  whom  fix  wei’e 
officers,  and  70  Sepoys.  A large  ftock  of  pro\'ifions  was  found 
in  the  forts  of  this  mountain,  by  which  it  was  concluded,  that  thofe 
in  the  two  others  were  equally  as  well  provided;  and  no  enquiry  gave 
hopes  that  either  of  thefe  fortrefles  could  be  taken  by  furprize,  and 
ftill  lefs  by  open  attack.  It  therefore  remained  to  try  if  time  might 
produce  the  fuccefs  which  was  not  to  be  expedted  either  from  force 
or  fortune. 

The  fame  day  that  the  mountain  of  St.  George  furrendefedtocaptain 
Smith,  the  Important  fortrefs  of  Thiagar  capitulated  to  Major  Prefton, 
atter  a blockade  and  bombardment  of  65  days,  during  which,  above 
40  Europeans  had  deferted  to  him  from  the  rock,  20  had  been 
killed  or  died,  25  lay  wounded  in  the  hofpital,  and  114  rank  and 
file,  with  twelve  officers,  were  in  a condition  to  march,  fo  that  the 
whole  number  of  Europeans  which  had  been  ffiut  up  v/ere  upwards  of 
200,  with  300  Sepoys,  and  100  CoftVees;  they  had  provifions  for 
two  months  longer;  and  the  water,  which  gave  the  principal  value  to 
the  fort,  continued  as  ulual  in  plenty,  and  of  a good  quality. 
Neverthelefs,  the  commanding  officer  only  ftipulatcd  that  the  gar- 
rifon  ffiould  receive  the  fame  treatment  as  the  troops  taken  in  Pon- 
dicherry ; according  to  which  the  officers  w'ere  to  be  fent  to  Europe 
upon  parole,  not  to  ferve  again  during  the  prefent  war,  and  the 
Europeans  of  rank  and  file  were  to  be  treated  at  diferetion;  arul-tliev 
were  fent  to  be  confined  with,  thofe  already  in  the  prilbns  of 
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l''rltchiiiopoly ; but  the  Sepoys  and  Coffrees  being  excellent  were 
taken  into  the  Company’s  fervice. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  detachment  from  Tellicherry  was  profe- 
cuting  the  redudion  of  the  dependencies  of  Mahe.  The  firll:  is 
called  Fort  Delhi,  lituated  on  the  ftrand  of  a promontory  called 
Mount  Delhi,  which  is  a remarkable  head-land  ten  miles  to  tlie 
north  of  Tellicherrv ; four  miles  further  on  is  the  mouth  of  the  ri- 
ver  of  Nellferum,  which,  dei'cending  from  the  mountains  to  the  eafl, 
turns  fnort  many  miles  above,  and  continues  parallel  to  the  beach 
of  the  fea,  from  which  it  is  no  where  a mile  afunder  ; a mile  and  a 
half  up  this  river  on  the  left  hand,  and  on  the  mouth  of  another, 
hands  Ramatilly,  which  is  a fmall  fort;  on  the  fame  fide,  hve  miles 
beyond,  is  the  fort  of  Mattalavy,  which  hands  hrong  on  a rocky 
eminence  : feven  miles  farther,  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  mouth  of  ano- 
ther river,  is  the  fort  of  Neliferum,  W'hich  is  much  larger  ; and  fix 
miles  up  this  river,  to  the  eah,  and  on  its  left  fhore,  hands  the 
fifth  fort,  which  is  fmall,  and  called  Veramaly.  Fort  Delhi,  Neli- 
lerum  and  Ramatilly  were  garrifoned  by  French  troops,  but  the 
government  of  Mahe  had  delivered  up  the  other  two  in  pledge  for 
debt  to  two  chiefs  of  the  country,  who  were  determined  not  to 
part  with  them  until  compenfated  ; and  as  they  equally  command- 
ed the  rivers,  which  were  the  channels  of  traffick,  the  other  three 
would  be  of  no  fervice,  if  the  two  continued  in  hoflillty.  Delhi 
and  Ramatilly  furrendered  on  the  firft  furnmons,  but  at  Mattalavy 
were  aflembled  a large  body  of  Naires,  whofe  bravery  is  always  def- 
perate.  The  two  fhips  from  Pondicherry,  which  were  carrying  back 
.the  Bombay  troops,  were  at  this  time  working  up  the  coafi:  of  Ma- 
labar, and  hadpalTed  beyond  the  river  of  Neliferum;  and  Major  Mon- 
ro, finding  more  refinance  than  he  expe6ted  in  his  expedition,  fent 
after  them  for  artillery-men  and  cannon,  which  came,  and  two 
batteries  were  ereded  againfl;  Mattalavy  : but  the  fettlement  of 
I'ellicherry  had  in  the  mean  time  been  negotiating  with  the  two 
chiefs  who  were  in  pcfleffion  of  Matalavy  and  Veramally,  who 
confented  to  furrender  them  on  condition  of  receiving  an  annual 
fine,  which  for  both  amounted  to  3000  rupees.  As  loon  as  thefe 
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forts  were  delivered,  the  French  garrifon  at  Neliferum,  which  did  not 
exceed  20  Europeans,  fubmitted  without  refinance. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  Captain  Stephen  Smith  received  a propofal 
from  Captain  Macgregor,  who  commanded  in  the  great  mountain  of 
Gingee,  that  he  would  capitulate,  if  his  garrifon  were  allowed  the 
honours  of  war,  the  rank  and  file  to  be  fent  to  Europe  by  the  frfl 
opportunity  as  prifoners  liable  to  exchange,  but  the  officers  per- 
mitted to  retire,  with  their  arms,  baggage  and  effe<5ts,  to  any  of  the 
neutral  fettlements  on  the  coafl,  where  they  were  to  be  fubfiffed  ac- 
cording to  their  ranks  at  the  expence  of  the  Englifh  company,  who 
were  likewife  to  defray  their  paffage  to  Europe.  Three  hundred  of 
the  Englilh  Sepoys  had  already  died  in  the  town,  and  in  the  mountain 
of  St.  George,  from  the  peculiar  inclemency  of  the  air,  which  has  al- 
ways been  deemed  the  moff  unhealthy  in  the  Carnatic,  infomuch  that 
the  French,  who  never  until  lately  kejit  more  than  100  Europeans 
here,  had  loll;  1 200  in  the  ten  years  during  which  it  had  been  in  their 
pofleffion.  Captain  Smith,  therefore,  very  readily  accepted  the  terms, 
and  in  the  afternoon  the  garrifons  marched  out  of  the  two  mountains. 
They  were  12  officers,  and  100  rank  and  file,  Europeans,  CofFreeSjk 
and  Topafifes,  and  40  Lafears  for  the  artillery,  which  were  30  pieces 
of  cannon  and  fome  mortars.  A pafTport  and  fafeguard  was  allowed 
to  a Moor  of  diftinftion,  who  had  long  refided  in  the  great  mountain. 

This  day  terminated  the  long  conteffed  hoft ilities  between  the  two 
rival  European  powers  in  Coromandel,  and  left  not  a fingle  enfign 
of  the  French  nation  avowed  by  the  authority  of  its  government  in 
any  part  of  India ; for  the  troops  which  had  gone  away  to  Myfore, 
were  hereafter  to  be  regarded  as  a band  of  military  adventurers  feek- 
ing  fortune  and  fubfiftence.  In  Bengal  they  had  not  a fingle  agent 
or  reprefentative,  and  their  fa6fories  at  Surat  and  Calicut  were  mere 
trading  houfes  on  fufferance.  Thus  after  a war  of  1 5 years,  which 
commenced  with  the  expedition  of  Delabourdonnais  againft  Madrafs 
in  1 746,  and  had  continued  from  that  time  with  fcarcely  the  inter- 
mlffion  of  one  year,  was  retaliated  the  fame  meafure  of  extirpation,^^ 
which  had  been  intended,  and  invariably  purfued,  by  the  French 
councils  againft  the  Englilh.  commerce  and  power;  for  fuch,  as  is 
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avowed  in  the  French  memoirs  on  the  events  we  have  related,  was 
the  objeft  of  Delabourdonnais’  expedition,  of  the  whole  governmeni 
and  ambition  of  Dupleix,  and  of  the  great  armament  of  naval  and 
land  forces,  which  accompanied  Mr.  l.ally  to  India,  who  conftantly 
declared,  that  he  had  but  one  point,  which  was,  not  to  leave  an 
Englifhman  in  the  peninfula.  To  retard  as  much  as  poffible  the 
facility  of  their  re-eftablifhment  in  Coromandel,  if  reftorations  fhould 
be  made  at  the  conclufion  of  a general  peace,  Mr.  Pigot  laid  a repre- 
fentation  before  the  council  of  Madrals,  which  determined  them  to 
dehroy  all  the  interior  buildings,  as  well  as  the  fortifications  of  Pon- 
dicherry, of  which  the  demolition  was  by  this  time  nearly  completed : 
and  in  a few  months  more,  not  a roof  was  left  handing  in  this  once 
fair  and  flourifhing  city. 

For  two  years  before,  the  fortune  of  France  had  been  declining  in 
every  other  part  of  the  world  ; they  had  loft  their  fettlements  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  half  their  Weft  India  iflands,  the  whole  region  of 
Canada;  their  naval  force  was  utterly  ruined,  and  their  armies  were 
ftruggling  under  defeats  in  Germany.  The  lofs  of  India,  as  a laft: 
hope,  excited  the  public  indignation  more  than  any  of  the  former 
difafters,  which  was  fo  far  from  producing  any  reconciliation  amongft: 
the  amenable,  that  it  only  fl=iarpened  their  vengeance  againft  each 
other.  Mr.  Tally,  on  his  arrival,  formally  accufed  Mr.  De  Leyrit, 
Mr.  Bufly,  Mr.  Moracin  and  Courtin,  of  having  wilfully  conipired 
the  ruin  of  the  French  affairs  from  their  averfion  to  himfelf,  as  ap- 
pointed by  the  King  to  inveftigate  and  corred  the  abufes  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Pondicherry.  Of  200  perfons  who  were  either  arrived 
or  returning  from  hence,  not  more  than  20  were  in  habits  or  con- 
nexions with  Mr.  Tally;  all  the  others,  revolted  by  the  exceffes  of 
his  temper,  or  the  feverity  of  his  authority,  bore  him  either  fecret 
grudge,  or  avowed  hatred;  all  thefe  became  voluntary  partizans  with 
Mr.  De  Teyrit  and  the  council,  whofe  refolutions  were  cond^Xed  at 
Paris,  as  they  had  been  at  Pondicherry,  by  the  Jefuit  Tavaur.  Their 
firft  ftep  in  public  was  to  prefent  a manifeft  to  the  comptroller-ge- 
neral, in  exculpation  of  themfelves,  and  accufing  Mr.  Tally  of  mif- 
conduX  under  nine  different  heads,  which,  as  they  faid,  proved  more- 
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than  incapacity;  and  in  Auguft  1762,  they  petitioned  the  King  to  1761. 
\indicate  themfelves  juridically  from  the  accufations  of  Mr.  Lally; 
whofome  months  after  was  confined  in  the  Baflile.  In  June  1763, 
father  Lavaur  died  ; this  Jefuit  had  compofed  in  India  two  me- 
moirs, the  one  a juftification  and  panegyrick,  the  other  a defama- 
tory impeachment  of  every  part  of  Mr.  Lally’s  condu(St.  Argu- 
ments taken  from  this  piece  were  occafionally  fupplied  to  pro- 
pagate the  public  antipathy,  but  it  had  never  been  authentically 
publifhed.  As  Lavaur  was  rated  as  an  evidence,  his  papers  were 
taken  poffeffion  of  by  the  officers  of  juftice,  and  amongfl:  them  this 
libel  was  found.  Lavaur,  as  if  ruined  by  the  lofs  of  Pondicherry, 
had  petitioned  the  government  for  a fmall  penfion  of  fubfillence ; 
and  it  was  difcovered  that  he  died  poffeffed  of  60,000  pounds  in 
gold,  diamonds,  and  bills  of  exchange.  This  hypocrify,  with  the 
frauds  of  another  Jefuit,  who  managed  the  weftern  miffions,  con- 
duced not  a little  to  the  expulfion  of  the  order ; but  full  attention 
was  eiven  to  the  memoir  of  Lavaur,  and  from  its  documents  the 
attorney  general  inferted  the  charge  of  high  treafon,  which  deprived 
Mr.  Lally  of  the  affiftance  of  counfel.  After  he  had  been  con- 
fined 18  months,  the  deponents  in  the  procefs  were  brought 
before  him,  and  he  permitted  to  interrogate  them  before  the  re- 
corder. The  number  of  fadls  depofed  againll:  him  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  fixty,  for  every  violent  or  unguarded  expreffion  during 
the  courfe  of  his  government  and  ill  fuccefs  was  admitted.  The 
number  of  witneffies  mufi;  likewife  have  been  many,  for  Mr.  Lally 
oppofed  ilrong  reproaches  of  incompetency  to  thirty-four  of  them; 

The  recorder  was  the  fame  who  had  given  the  rnofl  fanguinary 
judgment  ever  pronounced  in  France  againft  a young  man  of  family; 
and  Mr.  Lally,  with  his  ufual  indiferetion  and  intemperance,  aggra- 
vated the  feverity  of  his  chara6ler,  by  treating  him  with  haughti- 
nefs  and  contempt  during  the  difeharge  of  his  office.  Eighteen 
months  paffied  in  the  confrontation  and  interrogatories,  when  the 
final  decifion  was  to  be  made  by  the  whole  parliament  of  Paris, 
which  is  compofed  of  120  members.  It  muft  be  left  to  conjedture, 
how  many  of  them  went  regularly  through  the  immenle  volume 


of 


73^  The  War  of  Coromandel.  Book  Xlil, 

1761.  of  records  from  which  they  were  to  form  their  judgments,  and  how 
few  perfevered  in  comparing  and  combining  this  multitude  of  depo- 
fitions  with  one  another,  in  a fubjeiSl  fo  new  to  them,  whether 
as  military  operations  by  land  and  fea,  or  as  tranfaftions  in  a ftrange 
land,  of  which  they  were  now  to  learn  the  culloms,  manners,  cli- 
mate, and  geography.  Neverthelefs,  with  due  attention,  much  of 
this  knowledge,  and  of  the  eaule  itfelf,  might  be  acquired  from  the 
memoirs  publifiicd  not  long  before  the  decifion,  by  Mr.  D’Ache, 
Soupii  es,  Buffy,  and  of  Mr.  Deleyrit,  who  was  dead,  but  publilhed 
by  his  heirs,  with  feveral  others  of  lelTer  note  and  importance  ; 
and  from  the  more  copious  juftifications  of  Mr.  Lally,  written  by 
himfelf,  with  the  fame  unconquered  fpirit  of  invedtive  againfl:  his 
enemies,  as  had  brought  on  him  the  combination  of  accufations, 
on  which  the  jurifprudence  of  his  country  was  now  to  pronounce. 
But  none  of  thefe  publications  alleged,  nor  did  any  evidence  affert 
any  fadt,  to  warrant  the  fentence  of  his  judges,  who  muft  there- 
fore have  been  led  by  the  report  of  the  recorder  to  condemn  him 
to  be  beheaded,  as  duly  attainted  and  convidled  of  having  be- 
trayed the  interells  of  the  King,  the  flate,  and  the  Eaft  Lidia  com- 
pany ; of  abufe  of  authority,  vexations,  and  exadlions,  upon  the 
lubjedls  of  the  King,  and  ftrangers  refident  in  Pondicherry.  Be- 
fore the  fentence  was  made  known,  he  had  been  diverted  in  the 
prefence  of  the  court  of  his  military  orders,  and  declared  degraded 
of  his  military  rank,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was  removed  from 
the  Bartile,  as  a more  honourable  confinement,  to  the  common  pri- 
fgn  of  criminals.  Here  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  May,  i 766,  his 
fentence  was  read  to  him  ; he  threw  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  ex- 
claimed, Is  this  the  reward  of  45  years  fervice!  and  fnatchingapair 
of  compartes,  which  lay  with  maps  on  his  table,  rtruck  it  to  his 
breart,  but  it  did  not  pierce  to  his  heart ; he  then  gave  loofe  to  every 
execration  againrt  his  judges  and  accufers.  His  fcaffbld  was  pre- 
pared, and  his  execution  appointed  for  the  fame  afternoon : to  pre- 
vent him  from  fpeaking  to  the  fpeflators,  a large  gag  was  put  into 
his  mouth  before  he  was  taken  out  of  prifon,  when  he  was  carried 
in  a common  cart,  and  beheaded  on  the  Greve.  He  perifhed  in  the 
65  th  year  of  his  age, 
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If  abufe  of  authority;  vexations,  and  exadions,  are  not  capital 
in  the  jurilj^rudence  of  France,  they  ought  not  to  have  been  in- 
ferted,  as  efficacious,  in  the  fentence  of  death.  The  betraying  of 
interefts  required  that  the  intention  of  ruining  them  ffiould  be 
proved  by  inconteftable  fadls ; but  Mr.  Tally  neither  gave  in- 
telligence to  the  Engliffi,  of  which  they  could  take  advantage, 
nor  led  or  commanded  his  troops  to  fervices  of  deftruftion 
without  the  probability  of  advantage  from  their  efforts,  nor  re- 
ceived bribes  to  influence  the  general  plan  of  his  condudl.  The 
invedlive  of  his  declaration  to  Colonel  Coote,  when  offering  to 
furrender,  thews  how  little  favour  he  expedled  from  the  Engliffi 
government;  and  he  had  perfonally  offended  Mr.  Pigot  in  his  cor- 
refpondence.  Neverthelefs,  the  imputation  of  having  fold  Pondi- 
cherry, opened  the  cry  againft  him  in  France.  Mr.  D’Effaign,  and 
Crillon  depofed  honourably  of  him.  Nor  was  the  fentence  of  his 
judges  unanimous.  Mr.  Siguier,  admired  for  his  eloquence,  and 
Mr.  Pellot,  for  his  application  and  the  clearnefs  of  his  underftanding, 
declared  their  convidtion  of  his  innocence;  another  of  his  judges  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  was  not  condemned  on  any  particular  faft,  but 
on  the  whole  together.  Mr.  Voltaire,  who  had  well  confidered  the 
caiife,  has  not  fcrupled  to  call  his  death  a murder  committed  with 
the  fword  of  Juffice. 

Mr.  Tally  conflantly  claimed  the  right  of  having  his  military 
condudt  tried  by  a board  of  general  officers.  They  would  have  feen 
his  errors  with  difcernment,  and  weighed  them  with  impartiality. 
That  the  recall  of  Mr.  Bufly  from  Salabadjing,  and  the  fubftituting 
the  inffifficient  abilities  of  Mr.  Conflans,  produced  the  lofs  of  Ma- 
'fulipatam  and  the  northern  provinces.  That  the  flege  of  Madrals 
was  wrong  in  the  intention,  and  equally  defe6Iive  in  the  execution; 
but  that  Mr.  Tally  expedled  no  abler  refinance  here  than  he  had 
met  at  Fort  St.  David.  That  the  feparation  of  the  army,  by  the  large 
detachment  fent  to  Seringham,  which  enabled  the  Engliffi  to  ex- 
tend their  barrier  to  the  fouth  of  the  Paliar  by  the  acquilition  of 
Vandivaffi  and  Carangoly,  was  contrary  to  the  found  principles  of 
war;  but  that  the  motive  was,  the  hope  of  relieving  the  want  of 
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money,  and  the  diftrefs  for  provlfions.  That  the  attempt  to  retake 
Vandivafh,  reduced  Mr.  Lally  to  the  neceffity  of  receiving  battle, 
which  as  the  Englifh  were  feeking,  he  ought  to  have  avoided; 
but  that  he  had  reafon  to  expeft  greater  induftry  and  fpirit  in  the 
artillery,  officers,  and  engineers,  who  might  have  breached  the  place 
in  half  the  time.  Whether,  after  this  battle,  Pondicherrv  might  have 
been  better  ftored,  or  whether  the  provilions  colledted  were  injudi- 
cioufly  difpofed  of,  would,  after  all  witnefres,have  remained  adecilion 
of  doubt. 

The  troops  which  arrived  with  Colonel  Coote  in  November  1 759, 
with  his  immediate  activity  in  the  redu6tion  of  V'andivaffi  and  Caran- 
goly,  brought  the  war  nearly  to  an  equality;  which  juftified  him  in 
rifquing  the  battle  for  the  relief  of  Vandivafh,  although  he  fought 
it  with  the  inexplicit  difapprobation  of  the  Prefidency  in  his  pocket; 
but  his  diljDofitions  had  fecured  refources  againft  mifchance.  Before 
this  important  fuccefs,  the  views  of  no  one  had  extended  to  the  re- 
dudion  of  Pondicherry ; but  inftantly  after,  all  were  impreffed  with 
the  firmefl:  perfuallon  of  this  termination  of  the  war.  This  fortu- 
nate confidence  led  to  the  molb  ^ igorous  counfels.  Nothing,  it  was 
realbned,  if  all  advantages  are  taken,  can  fave  Pondicherrv,  except- 
ing the  arrival  of  their  fquadron  in  force  fufficient  to  cope  with  the 
Englifh;  or  the  lucky  introdudion  of  troops  and  money  by  divi- 
fions  of  their  ffiips,  if  the  whole  do  not  venture:  whatfoever  is 
gained  in  the  mean  time  u’ill  require  fo  much  effort  to  recover, 
Ihould  the  enemy  be  j-eiiiforced ; and  if  they  are  not,  will  be  fo  much 
accomplilhed  towards  the  ultimate  object  The  enterprizing  fa- 
gacity  of  Colonel  Coote  loff  no  time  in  difeovering  and  taking  every 
advantage.  The  Prefidency  feconded  his  operations  by  the  expedition 
to  Karical,  and  in  fupplies  to  the  field;  the  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly 
by  their  adivity;  the  detachment  to  the  weftward  by  its  vigilance; 
the  army  by  their  zeal  on  all  occafions.  Colonel  Coote,  by  conffantly 
expofing  his  own  perfon  with  the  Sepoys,  had  brought  them  to  fuf- 
tain  dangerous  fervices,  from  which  the  Europeans  were  preferved. 
Bvthis  oeconomy,and  the  reinforcements  from  England  and  Bombay, 
if  .the  armament  fo  much  announced  had  arrived,  and  landed  a 
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greater  force  than  France  had  ever  before  fent  to  India,  the  1761. 
J^nglifli  on  the  day  of  the  furrender  of  Pondicherry,  were  in  a con- 
dition  to  have  given  them  battle,  if  they  had  chofen  it,  under  their 
very  walls. 

Colonel  Cootc  embarked  on  the  13th  of  March,  leaving  his  regi- 
ment to  follow ; and  with  him,  our  narrative  returns  to  the  affairs 
of  Bengal. 
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A Bdulwahab  Cawn,  371.424.425.  440.  443. 
^ 458.  461.  463.  494.  502. 

Ahilfmians.,  S48- 

Achempettah,  15  miles  from  Tanjore,  437. 

A<ftif,  a French  ftiip  of  war,  512.  513.  693. 
Adams,  captain,  608. 

Adlercron’s  regiment,  458,  487. 

Adnet,  captain,  379,  380,  382. 

Adoni,  476.  493.  547. 

Affleck,  captain,  of  the  Panther,  709. 

Africa,  734. 

Agarpatty,  a fort,  704. 

Aimapittah,  439. 

Airey,  lieutenant,  395.  398.  445.  462.  471.  cap- 
tain, 625  641. 

Alamparvak,  367.  375.  395.  400.  410.  590.  596. 
601;.  612.  613.  615.  616.  617.  624.  626.  635. 
636.  638.  651.  652. 

Allen,  major,  an  officer  in  Lally’s  regiment, 
703.  714.  715. 

Alvar  Tinivelly,  S.  E.  of  Tinivelly,  706. 

Amboor,  663. 

America,  an  Engliffi  man  of  war,  659.  709. 
Arniildar,  or  renter,  496. 

Andrews,  Mr.  376.  473.  493.  557. 

Angus,  lieiit.  613. 

Anjengo,  369.419.  468.  567.  707.  717. 
Anunderamrauze,  554. 

Anunderauze,  375.  376.  377.  381.  382.  383. 
47.2-  473-  474-  475-  479-  481-  482.  49°-  492- 
S54-  557-  559- 
Anwarodean  Khan,  531. 


Arabs,  548. 

Arcot,  367.  368.  370.  371.  372.  415.  424.  437. 
453-  459-  462. 464-  469-  471-  493-  496-  497- 
502.  504.  505.  506.  508.  516.  526.  527.  528. 
533-  538.  S42-  546*  547*  548-  549-  SSo-  S5'3- 
571.  572.  575.  590.  591.  592.  594.  S95.6ot. 
602.  603.  605.  615. 616.  626.  637. 649.  650. 
695.  700. 

Arcot,  fort,  368.  501.  546.  590.  $94.  595. 
Ariancopang,  fort,  656.  657.  659.  660.  661.  665. 
672.  696.  697. 

redoubt,  bound-hedge,  Pondicher- 
ry,665. 666.  671.  672.  680.  683. 
691. 712. 

river,  610. 647. 648.635. 65S.  683. 

687.  696.  697.  700.  701.  712. 
t<mn,  636.  642.  644. 648.  649. 
Arielore,  Polygar,  440.  725. 

Arnee,  496. 

Arm,  530,  571.  591.  592.  603. 

Arracan,  556. 

Afa,  562. 

Aflafbeg,  a jemidar,  612.  629.  631.  638. 
Atchaveram,  537.  599. 

Aurengabad,  city,  476.  492. 

Bahoor,  638. 

Bajinrow,  57.1. 

Balagerow,  general  and  regent  of  the  Morattocs, 
424.  494.  684.  695. 

B.alantyne,,lieut,  397, 

Bala/ore,  555. 

Balchittfs 
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Balchitty's  choultry,  497. 

Baleine,  a French  fhip,  688. 689.  690.  694.  71 1. 

Bampore,  475. 

Bangalore^  a ftrong  cltv  N.  of  Seringapatam, 
685.  686. 

Bangar-yatchum,  464. 

Bangar  Yatcham  Naigiie,  371.  528.  531. 
Bannatyiie,  captain,  471. 

Barker,  captain  Robert,  of  the  company’s  ar- 
tillery, 458.  C2I.  579.  580.  583.  609.  615. 
622.  714. 

Barnes,  enfign,  414. 

Barthehni's garden,  Pondicherry,  661.  662.  667. 
Bafiaulet  Jung,  476.  492.  493.  504.  1:09.  515. 
526.  527.  53T.  532.  533.  546.  547.  548.  566. 
735.  756. 

Butacola,  a port  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  S.  of 
Trinconomalee,  51 1. 

Batavia,  507.  510.  706. 

Battal  Gunta,  a fort,  S.  E.  of  Dlndigul,  672.  673. 

678.  679.  687. 

Beaver,  captain,  458. 

Bengal,  375.  377.  453.  462.  472. 481.  491  • 493- 
503.  507.  508.  534.  5;6.  sy7-  558-  560-  596- 
649.  650.  663.  666.  679.  720.  725.-733.  739. 
Bengalore,  6S6.  7J5. 

Bergen-cp-zoom,  458. 

Bezoara,  on  the  Kriftna,  482.  483. 

Billock,  lieut.  393. 

Bifliop  of  Halicarnadus,  637.  704.  714.  715. 
Black,  captain,  421.  458. 

Black  town,  Madrafs,  400.  401.  40S.  452. 

Blair,  lieut.  394. 

Blake,  captain,  466. 

Blakeney,  enfign,  609. 

Blancherie,  a village  near  Pondicherry,  681.  683. 
Bombay,  371.  419.420.  425.  454.  464.  496.  563. 
604.  6j  I.  634.  643.  653.  71 1.  725.  726.  727. 

738- 

Bombay  detachment,  666.  671.  672.  732. 
Bomrauze,  371.  464.  506.  508. 

Boniapah,  governor  of  the  fort  of  Caroor,  678. 
Bonjoin-,  enfign,  396.  504.  505. 

Bofcawen,  Mr.  700. 

Bofwell,  Mr.  furgeon,  437. 

Bourbon,  natives  of,  721. 

volunteers,  660.  661. 

Bourdonnais,  De  la,  402.  623.  733.  734. 
Brarhins,  502.  598. 

Brampore,  475-  470.  49 

Brereton,  captain  of  the  Tyger,  51^. 

major,  368.  390.  393.  41 1.  458.  463. 
469.  470.471.472.  497.506.  508. 


515.  516.  ^17.  ^18.  511.  ^23.  527. 
535.542.543.585.586.663. 
Breft-fever,  368. 

Bretueil,  a French  col.  370. 

Bridger,  enfign,  551.  552. 

Brifiol,  Mr.  377.  378.  481. 

a French  ihip  of  30  guns,  415.  425.  426. 
436.  448.  449.  491.  556.  558. 
Britannic  Majefly,  720.  722. 

Britifli  fubjeifts,  721. 

Brooke,  lieut.  of  the  artillery,  410. 

Browne,  lieut.  of  the  Shaftefburyindiaman,  426. 
Buccangee,  bankers,  438. 

Buhvanfing,  610. 

Burrampoor,  a town,  555.  556. 

Bufly,  Mr.  367.  370.  371.  393.  394,  430. 
474- 475- 476.  491-  498.  499-  504-  Si?-  525* 
526.  527.  52S.  531.  532.  533.  547.  548.  549. 
550-  553-  554-  573-  574-576.582.  585.586. 
587.  590.  596.  612.  734.  736.  737. 

Calacad,  564.  566. 

Calancandan,  a mud  fort,  563. 

Calcutta,  375.  SSS'  59°'  7^°. 

Crt/w/r-fncYory  houle,  727.  728.  733. 

Call,  AJr.  chiefengineer,  458. 615. 619. 698.  713. 
Callendar,  capt.  on  the  Madrafs  eilabliflrmenr, 
376.  585.  388.  489. 

Calliaud,  major,  369.  384.  436.  437.  438.  439. 
440.  442.  4.13.  444.  445.  447.  4;3.  458.  459. 
461.  463.  471.  505.  506.  508. 522.  523. 534. 
666. 

Cambfaj',  a French  regiment,  694.  695. 
Campbell,  capt.  Charles,  458. 

capt.  Donald,  458. 
lieut.  of  the  artillery,  546. 

Canada,  loft  to  the  French,  734. 

Cape  Comorin,  493.  560.  564.  7c6. 

Cape  cf  Good  Hope,  420.  5 1 1.  693. 

Carangoly,  367.  369.  372.  462.  497.  516.  544. 
546.  549.  573.  575.  577.  591.  601. 604.605. 
737.  738. 

Carcamhaddy^  a town  in  the  polygar  hills,  502. 
505.  508. 

Carnatic,  375.  438.  461.  464.  467.  470.  526. 
532.  533-  546.  547.  548.  552.  558.  563-  564. 
566.  571.  581.  599.  601.  615.  620.  624. 
637.  638.  639.  650.  663.  673.  677.  685.  686. 
695.  696.  715.  726.  733. 

Career,  W.  of  Tritchinopoly,  673.  674.  677. 

678.  679.  686.  687.  704.  707. 

Cartaricopum,  a village  near  Pondicherry,  626. 
Carty,  enfign,  606.  607. 
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Carvaliio's  garden,  441.  442.  444.  445.  446. 
■Cajjfmcotah,  472. 

Catabominaig,  467.  561.  563.  705. 

Cathchart,  the  Englilh  watch- word  at  the  attack 
of  the  French  Ihips  off  Pondicherry,  689. 
Caveri,  river,  539.  551.  597.  598.  600.  620. 
673.  674.  686. 

Centaur,  a French  fliip  of  war,  512.  514.  515. 
693.  694. 

Ceylon,  IJland  of,  423.  507.  51 1.  333.  706.  712. 
Chace,  enfign,  393. 

Chacrapollant,  a mud  fort,  N.  of  Thiagar,  699. 
Chambole,  a village  in  the  Northern  Provinces, 

377-  378-  379' 

Chnndamungalum,  a fort,  691. 

Chandergherry,  371.  463.  464.  494' 
Ckandernagote,  72O.  722. 

Checkrimalore,  a village,  on  the  Paliar,  538.  542. 
Chicacole,  province,  534. 

Chilamharum,  536.  537.  599.  602.  614.  616. 

622.  626.  630.  632.  704. 

Chilfholm,  lieut.  573.  590. 

Chinabalabnram,  on  the  confines  of  Myfore,683. 
Chindadrepettah,  a village,  387.  397.  434. 
Chinejimwidrum,  a village,  553.  571.  572. 
Chinglapet,  368.  369.  370.  372.  373.  384.  395. 
398.  399.  400.  401.  408.  414.  424.  430. 
434.  440.  442.  447.  453-  458-  459-  461. 
462.  469.  497.  498.  510.  515.  538.  542. 

543-  544'.  545-  57  5-  590*  594-  595- 
Chipetuk,  a village,  452. 

Chitore,  424.  463.  464. 

Chittamoor,  a fort,  S.  E.  of  Thiagar,  699. 
Chittapet,  367.470.  497.  501.  509.  516.  542. 

544-  549-  iiSO'  5S3'  ?90'  S9i-  602.  603. 
604.  6c:;.  624.  625.  691. 

Choultry  plain,  S.  W.  of  Fort  St.  George,  385. 

386.  387.  397.  434.  436.  455.  461. 
Choulttyi,  386.  462.  469.  471. 497.  609.  651.  652. 
Chont,  or  tribute,  685. 

Chunderfaheb,  526.  544.  638.  712.  721. 
Clive, colonel,  491.  534.  556.  558.  571.  592.663. 
Cobelong,  395.  397.  398. 

Cocanara,  557.  558.  559.  560. 

Cochin,  on  the  Malabar  coall,  706. 

Cockanarah,  a Dutch  fettlement,  481. 

Coco-nut,  battery  Pondicherry,  701.  712. 

Codaver  difiriffs,  492. 

Coffrees,  369.  388.  450.  453.  461.  489.  515. 
518.  520.  525.  540.  584.  600.  606.  609. 
614.  640.  641.  645.  649.  654.  691.  713. 
729.  731.  732.  733. 

Coilas  Cuddy,  a fort  on  the  hills  near  Velore,  544. 


Collorcpettah,  563. 

Colair  lake,  539. 

Coleroon,  river,  383.  439.  440.  496.  33$.  536. 

537.  539-  5+^-  SSo-  SSI-  597'  598-  599* 

6oo.  6o2.  620.  630.  695.  704. 

Colleries,  399.  408.  414.  462.  467.  495.  539. 
541.  550.  551.  561.  562.  564.  565.  566, 

567.  568.  569.  605.  673.  675.  677.  705. 

707.  729. 

Columbo,  port,  oppofite  to  Cape  Comorin,  706. 
Combaconum,  on  the  firftarm  oftheCflT«rf,620.704. 
Compagnie  dcs  Indes,  a French  fltip,  688,  689. 

690.  691.  696.  697.  71 1. 

Company’s  exchange,  438. 

gardens,  660. 

poffejfions,  560. 

regulations,  481.  482. 

reprefentative,  375. 

fltips,  375.  420.  425.  449.  51 1. 

512.637. 643. 651. 659.7i4.’7i7, 
troops,  392.  457.  458.  463.  487. 
503.  507.  522.  579.  582.  584. 
587.  589.647.662.666.671.  732. 
Comte  de  Provence,  a French  fliip  of  war,  512. 
513.  574. 

Concak,  a fort,  477.  480. 

Condavire,  504.  509. 

Condore,  a village  in  the  Northern  provinces, 
377-  378-  439-  440- 

Conflans,  Mr.  376.  377.  378.382.400.  474. 

475.  476.  478.  485.  488.  489.  491.  504.  737. 
Conjiveram,  368.  369.  370.  372.  375.  374.  375. 
384.  399.  400.  401.  402.  415.  423.  430. 

459.  462.  469.  470.  495.  494.  495.  497. 

498.  505.  506.  507.  508.  510.  515.  516. 

527.  531.  538.  541.  542.  546.  549.  561. 

572-  573-  575-  59°' 

Coni  mere,  612. 

point,  S.  of  Sadrafs,  395. 

Cook,  enfign,  394. 

Coolies,  615.  621.  680.  717.  718. 

Coote,  lieut.  colonel,  503,  523.  534.  541, 
542-  543-  544-  S4S-  546-  549-  55°'  SS*- 

SS3'  571-  572'  573-  574-  575-  576.  577. 

578.  579.  580.  581.  582.  584.  585.  589. 

590.  591.  592.  594.  595.  596.  601.  602. 

604.  605.  6o6.  607.  608.  610.  61 1.  612. 

613.  6i6.  624.  626.  627.  628.  629.  632. 

633.  634.  638.  639.  641.  642,  643.  644. 

635.  646.  647.  649.  650.  652.  653.  654. 

656.  658.  659.  660.  662.  663.  665.  666. 

673.  679.  680,  681.  682.  683.  687.  690. 
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6<)y.  698.  700.  702.  712.* 713.  71 C-  716. 
7:8^  719.  720.  722.  724.  725.  747.  73B.  739- 
Coote  i*fegimdnt.  ^07.  i;84.  585  587.  589. 

608.  613.  677.651.  669^  722. 

Cor.niO^,  rear  admiral,  524.  533.  534.  604.  615. 
..  6i7.-63r.  635.  7ri. 

Coromandel,  battalion,  666.  » 

. - ‘ coajlof,  420,  441.458.483.493. 

503.  507.  522.  604.  694.  725. 

733- 734- 

CorfrJum,  a mud  lort  on  the  S.  bank  of  the  Ca- 
veii,  551.  601. 

Cojfimcotah,  a fort,  40  miles  W.  of  Vizagapa- 
tam,  375.  376. 

Coven  Naig,  a .Subahdar,  682. 

Council  of  Madrafs,  463. 

of  FondicheriV,  C38.  602.  biC.  642. 
633.  695.  719.  721. 

Cmrepauk,  370.  494.  49J.  496.  497.  501.  502. 
506,  507.  508.  546.  548.  550,  552.  553.  572. 
590.  592. 

Court  of  Directors,  503.  726. 

Courtin,  Mr.  of  the  council,  Pondicherry,  719. 

723-  734- 

Crillon,  Chevalier  de,  367.  370.  539.  540.  541. 
737- 

Crowley,  enlign,  384.  388.  397. 

Cudapah,  464.  533.  547.  548.  582. 
Cudapar.ctam,'W.of'Vd.ox^,  549.  704.  708.  715. 
Cuddalare,  road,  651.  691. 

fchooner,  belonging  to  the  company, 
429.449.453. 

town,  495.  63 1.  633.  634.  642.643. 
647.  652.  657,  658.  659.  688.  696. 
698.  726. 

Cumberland,  an  Engliflt  Ihip  of  wari  512.  514. 
515.631. 

Cuttack,  in  Orixa,  555. 

D’Ache,  Mr.  510.  512.  514.  524.  525.  636. 

693.  694.  756. 

J>’AguilIe,  Mr.  512; 

Dalrymple,  Mr.  425. 

Damalchcrry,  424.  464.  494.  591. 
Damerla-Venkytapah-naigue,  509.  528.  531. 
Dameriah  Venkytapah,  464. 

Danes,  535.  683.  690. 

Danifh  government,  697. 
fhip,  507. 

Darveu,  a French  officer,  555. 

D’Autueil,  a French  officer,  663. 

De  Beck,  captain,  458. 

De  Buke,  captain,  612. 


Decan,  491.  492.  504.  526.  547,  587., 

Defer,  724. 

D’Eguille,  Mr.  510. 

De  la  Doiiefpe,  lieutenant,  520. 

De  la  Faire,  a French  colonel,  370. 

De  Laiidivifjan,  a French  colonel,  370. 
Delaway,  or  regent,  636.  637. 

Deleyrit,  Mr.  governor  of  Pondicherry,  459^ 
464,  49S.  538  602.  626.  635.  642.  734.  736.. 
Demi  bajiion,  Fort  bt.  George,  413. 

D’Maigne,  count,  367.  370-  394-  737- 
Ds  Tilly,  commandant  of  Chittapett,  591. 

Devi  Cotak,  437.  453.  535.  536.  599.  614.  630,. 
699.  700. 

D’Harambure,  a French  officer,  662. 

Digby  Dent,  captain  of  the  Tyger,  690. 
Diligence,  a French  frigate,  375..400.  410.  433. 
451. 


Dindigul,  468.  639.  650.  672.  673.  675.  678. 

679.  687.  704.  705.  706.  707. 

Dollabad,  forirefs,  476. 

Draper,  lieut.  col.  368.  373.  374.  39c.  391. 

392.  393.  41 1.  458.  463. 

Draper’s  regiment,  420.  425.  462.  582.  585.. 

586.  587.  589.  647.  651.  666.  669. 

Duans,  491.  504.  531.  532.  547.  601. 

Dubbeer,  or  miniller,  601. 

Dubois,  Mr.  French  commilTary,  723.  724. 

Due  de  Burgogrie,  512.  514. 

Due  d’Orleans,  512.  514.  525. 

Duefpe,  lieutenant,  aid  de  camp  to  col.  Coote, 

Duke  of  Aquitain,  an  Englifli  fltip,  710. 

an  Englifli  ftore  lliip,  703.  710.  714. 
Dumefnil,  a French  lieutenant,  298. 

Dnpleix,  Mr.  613.  627.  734. 

Dupre,  Mr.  of  the  council,  Madrafs,  714.  718, 
Durafapatam,  N.  of  Madrafs,  454. 

Du  Rocher,  a French  commander,.  477. 

Durre,  colonel  of  the  French  king’s  artillery, 
719.  720. 

Dutch,  406.  438. 458.  498.  507.  508.  510.  534. 

535-  556*  559’  560-  566.  690.  706. 
fettlements,  396.  406.  690. 
ffiips,  374.  395.  396. 
troops,  706. 

Eafaltaver,  wood  and  fort,  566. 

Eaji  Indies,  507. 

Egmore,hnAgt,  387. 
plain,  452. 
redoubt,  388. 

a village,  385.  387.  389.  397.  400.  436. 
45S-  456- 

Eifer, 
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Elfer,  lieutenant,  651.  652. 

El  .vanaf, re,  398  399.  494.  499.  500.  637.  698. 
699. 

Elizabeth,  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  512.  513. 
515.  711. 

Elliot,  lieutenant.  394,  471.  546. 

Ehre,  otherwife  cailtdi  Yalore,  S.  W.  of  Rajah- 
mundrinn,  474.  475.476.480. 

England,  368.  371.  462.  463.  503.  507.  510. 
604.  631.  632.  642.  649.  651.  653.  659. 
663.  694.  695.  717.  724.  725.  727.  738. 
Englill),  437.  441.  464.  465.  491.  72-0.  726. 

7J7-  738.  739' 
admiral,  708.  711.  724. 
affairs,  556.  560.  561. 
army,  374.  375.  376.377.  378.  379. 
380.  381.  382.  383.  384.  385.  387. 
388.  389.  390.  391.  392.  393.  394. 
402.406.408.  415.  421.  431.  442. 
459.  462.  463.  466.  467.  468.  469. 
470.  472.  473.  474.  475.  476.  477. 
479.  480.  482.  483.  489.  490.  492. 
493.494.495.  497.  498.  500.  501. 
504.  505.  506.  516.  577.  522.  527. 
528.529.530.  531.  533.  537.  542. 

544*  545-  546-  549-  55°'  S53-  554- 
555.  559.  560.  565.  572.  575.  576. 
577-  578.  579-  58!'  582-  583.  584. 
588.  589.  600.  601.  602.  603.  604. 
605.  610.  616.  6ig.  623.  625.  626. 
628.  629.  634.  635.  636.  642.  643. 
644.  645.  647.  648.  649.  651.  652. 
654.  655.  656.  657.  659.  663.  666. 
667.  672.  677.  678.  681.  683.  690. 
692.695.  703.  710,  713.  717.  720. 
721.  722.  723.  724.  728.  730. 
in  Bengal,  508.  556. 
camp,  571.  573.  574.  589.  627.  645. 
646.  648.  657.  658.  659.  661.  662. 
665.  666.  696.  708.  714. 
in  the  Carnatic,  468.  469.  526.  532. 

533-  538-  547-  549-  ?S7' 

566.  571.  574.  592.  603.  638.  641. 
69c.  704.  706.  707.  715. 
chief,  557. 

colours,  425.  649.  678.  723. 
diftrifts,  464.  574. 

Eaft  India  company,  724.  726. 
faftories,  468.  474.  557.  596.  693. 
flag,  721.  723. 
garrifons,  602. 

government,  371.  438.  528.  737. 
governor  of  Madrafs,  456. 
hofpital,  410, 


Englifli  mountain,  near  Gingee,  729.  730. 
poflelfions,  376. 
pofts,  700.  723. 
prifontrs,  397.  503. 
redoubt,  660.  66 r. 
refident,  555. 
fettlements,  554. 
fliips,  425,  510.  560.  727. 
fquadron,  368.  369.  371.  406.  40,9. 
507.  510.  511.  512.  513.  514.  515. 
524.  525.  533.  535.  556.  562.  563. 
604.  615.  617.  624.  630.  631.  633. 
634.  635.  643.  655.  656.  657.  659. 
688.  691.  710.  711.  724.  725.  726. 
727. 

ftations,  535. 

fort,  at  Vitnagapatam,  481. 
women,  406.  409. 

Eftevan,  a crazy,  bufy  Jefuit,  438.  574. 
Etiaporum,  561.  563.  706. 

Europe,  51 1.  527.  613.  728.  731.  733. 

European  deferter,  678. 

inhabitants,  602.  624.  635. 
mariners,  659. 
nations  in  Bengal,  7^0. 
renters,  636. 
veflels,  614. 

European®,  Englifli,  369.  372.  373.  377.  378I 
379.  381.  384.  387.  388.  389. 
396-  397-  398*  401-  407-  408. 
411.  414.  415.  416.  417.  418, 
419.  421.  422.  423.  427.  428. 
429.  431.  433.  434.  435.  436. 
442.  445.  447.  449.  450.  451. 

452-  453-  455-  456-  457-  458. 
461.  462.  465.  477.  479.  480. 
481.  484-  485*  489-  495-  497- 
499.  501.  502.  503.  505.  506. 
5.07.  508.  510.  515.  518.  521. 
523.  527.  531.  534.  535.  536. 

537-  539-  541-  542-  546-  549- 
550.  551.  552.  556.  558.  560. 

573-  575-  577-  578-  582.  583- 
584.  588.  589.  594.  597.  600. 
604.  607.  608.  6og.  610.  61 1. 
614.  615.  621.  622.  623.  627. 
628.  629.  630.  632.-633.  634. 
639.  641.  642.  645.  649.  650. 
651.  653.  654.  656.  659.  660. 
663.  666.  668.  669.  671.  672. 
673.  675.  676.  677.  680.  682. 
683.  687.  692.  696.  697.  698. 
704.  710.  713.  717.  718.  726. 

727-  738. 


Europeans^ 
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Europeans,  French,  272.  377.  378.  370.  380. 

381.  382.  383.  383.  386.  387. 
388.  396.  397.  398.  399.  401. 
407.  408.  415.  430.  431.  443. 
444.  447.  4?4.  436.  459.  462. 
463.  470.  474.  475.  477.  480. 
486.  489.  491.  493.  495.  497. 
499.  50©.  501.  504.  516.  517. 
525.  527.  533.  535.  339.  340. 

541.  542-  544-  545-  546.  347. 
348.  349.  351.  334.  333.  336. 
537.  558.  560.  571.  572.  573- 
574.  575-  578.  581.  582.  383. 
388.  389.  390.  391.  392.  393. 
397.  398.  600.  601.  603.  603. 
606.  609.  610.  613.  622.  623. 
626.  628.  629.  631.  633.  634. 
633.  640.  641.  642.  644.  643. 
649.  630.  632.  633.  637.  663. 
680.  682.  683.  684.  686.  689. 
690.  691.  692.  697.  698.  699. 
704.  713.  724.  728.  729.  731. 
733- 

in  genera!,  402.  733. 

Expedition,  a French  frigate,  373.  400.  413. 

Falmouth,  company’s  fhip,  714. 

an  Englifli  man  of  war,  616.  617. 
709. 

Fifcher,  captain,  483.  487.  488.  489.  558.  359. 
560. 

Fitzgerald,  lieutenant,  633. 

Fitzpatrick,  lieut.  421. 

Fletcher,  captain  Robert,  692.  698.  702.  703. 
lieutenant,  538.  539. 

Ford,  col.  373.  376.  377-  378.  379-  380.  381. 
382.  383.  400.  462.  472.  473.  474.  473. 
476.  479.  481.  482.  483.  484.  487.  489. 
490.  491.  492.  493.  304.  537.  558. 

Fort  St.  David,  368.  398.  495.  497.  51 1.  560, 
633.  634.  642.  737- 
Dauphin- Karical,  618.  619.  621. 

Delhi,  on  Mount- Delhi,  732. 

St.  George,  383.  401.  402.  403.  404.  406. 
425.  678. 

Louis,  citadel  of  Pondicherry,  720. 
a t Kajahmundrum,  383. 

Fortunee,  a French  fliip  of  war,  312.  313.  314. 
Foul  point,  in  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  31 1. 
694. 

France,  370.  402.  498.  311.  527.  636.  637.- 
642.  694.  695.  708.  720.  721.  726.  734. 
735*  737-  739- 

Free  company,  French,  640.  684. 


Freidiman,  capt.  438. 

French  affairs,  734. 

agents,  349.  697.  708. 
army,  367.  372.  373.  374.  373.  376. 
378.  379.  380.381.  382.  383.  384. 
385.  386.  387.  388.  389.  390.  391. 
392.  394-  395-  400.  401-  403.  403' 
406.  407.409.415.  424.  425.  437. 
443.  444.453.458.  459.  461.  463. 
464,  465.  468.  469.  470.  472.  473. 
474.  475.476.  477.  479-  480.  481. 
482.  483.490.  491.  492.  493.  494. 
495.  496.  497.  498:  499.  500.  501. 
504.  505.  506.  509.  516.  517.  518. 
526.  533-  535-  53S.  541.  543-  544- 
545.  546.  547.  548.  549.  552.  553. 
554.  555-  556.  557-  559-  s6o.  57.1. 
572.  573'  574-  576.  577.  578.  579. 
580.  5S1.  582.  584.  588.  589.  590. 
596.  597.  598.  599.  600.  601.  604. 
605.  606.  610.  61 1.  615.  625.  626. 
628.  629.630.632.  633.  634.  636. 
637.  640.641.642.  643.  645.  646, 
647.  648.  649.  650.  651.  653.  654. 
655.  656.  658.667.  671.  679.  683. 
684.  686.  691.  692.  695.  696.  699. 
703.  708.  715.  720.  721.  723.  729. 
732. 

camp,  400.  469.  571.  577.  578.  579. 
580.  581.  642. 

in  the  Carnatic,  371,  373.  438.  439. 
467.532.  533.  538.  546.  547.  554. 
556.  566.  571.  576.  592.  603.  623. 
624.  625.  638.  639.  677.  686.  695. 
720.  721. 
colours,  490.  6 1 6. 

company,  370.  635.  681.  693.  694. 

723.  727.  728.  736. 
company’s  domains,  638. 
company’s  fervants,  Pondicherry,  635. 
636, 

deferters,  604. 

diflriSls,  415.  464.  495.  499.  625.  631. 
faeory,  474.  475.  556.  557. 
garrifons,  368.  625.  733. 
government,  400.  464.  469.  535.  537. 

544.  614.  629.  642.  694. 
hoftages,  438. 
huflars,  515. 

in  India,  399.  438.  439.  530.  733. 
inhabitants,  618.  665. 
king  and  miniftry,  525.  526. 
language,  545.  ' 

French 
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French  nation,  491.  733. 

officers,  395.  463.  486.  487.  5:55.  556. 
595-  640..  713- 

prifoners,  41a.  458.  465.  503.  534.  538. 

629.  704.  724.  725.  726. 
renters,  496.  546. 
reprefentatives,  715. 
fettlements,  725.  726. 
fliips,  39$.  425.  433.  491.  688.  693. 
694. 

fquadron,  368.  498.  507.  5^1  r.  512. 
5x3.  5x4.  515.  524.  525.  527.  533. 
S3S-  57S-  582.  613.  614.  62X.  635. 
637.  660.  693.  694.  695.  725.  738. 
territory,  624. 
trading-houfe,  354. 
volunteers,  604.  607.  608.  629.  640. 
JPtyar's  Hood,  the  N.  E.  headland  of  the  ijland 
of  Ceylon,  507.  5x0. 

• ■Fumel,  vifcount,  a French  commander,  500. 

509.  316.  517.  330.  533. 

Gadanmtah,  a fort,  679. 

. Gallapool,  a village  in  the  northern  provinces, 

377-  378. 

GangaJarant,  364. 

Ganjntn,  493.  554.  353.  356.  557.  338.  560. 

582.  616. 

Germany,  734. 

Gingee,  367.  440.  390.  59 x.  396.  603.  605. 

616.  624.  623.  626.  636.  640.  643.  64^8. 

649.  650.  631.  652,  653.  654.  636.  637 

658.  666  679.  684.  686.  687  691.  692. 

693.  693  696.  698.  699.  703.  713.  723, 

728.  733. 

Godaveri,  a river,  383.  472.  473.  474.  482. 
490-  5S7-  559- 

Gopaulharry,  a Morattoe  officer,  424. 

Gopaiil  Row,  464.  463.  469.  494.  493. 
Gordon,  major  Robert,  518.  519.  320.  32  x. 

523.  624.'  626.  6z8.  666..  669. 
671.  672. 

major  William,  666.  668.  670. 
Governor  of  Pondicherry,  635. 

Grafton,  an  Englith  man  of  war,  368.  512. 
3x3.  314.  515  71X. 

Grantham,  an  Engliflx  Eaft  India  flnp,  311. 
323. 

• Greig,  captain,  458. 

Greve,  at  Paris,  Lally  executed  there,  736. 
Grey,*  Mr.  Englidx  refident  at  Cuttack,  553. 
Gurtler,  capt.  438. 

» HftWan,  commodore,  696. 


Hanover  battery,  Pondicherry,  714.716.  717.  718. 
719.^ 

Hardwicke,  a company’s  fliip,  375.  383.  474. 

479.  480.  484.  490.  491.  556. 

Harlem,  a Dutch  Ihip,  374.  400.  408.  425. 

426.  428.  429.  433.  49X.  556.  616. 

HalTan  Ally,  60  r. 

Hermione,  a French  lliip,  688.  689.  694,  71 1. 
Heron,  colonel,  562. 

Highland  regiment,  639.  67 x.  726. 

Hiflop,  captain,  438.  714. 

Hodges,  Mr.  chief  of  Tellicherry,  728. 
Hopkins,  lieut.  453. 

Horne,  lieut.  336.  537.  398.  601. 

Horfe,  300  French  Europeans,  excellently 
mounted  and  difeiplined,  the  greateft  num- 
ber which  had  hitherto  appeared  together  ia 
India,  383.  3S6. 

Hume,  captain,  393.  438. 

Hunter,  enfign,  471. 

Hunterman,  ferjeant,  499.  300.  30 x.  ; enfign, 
536. 

HulTan  Ally,  598. 

Hufiein  Cawn,  466.  467.  468.  639. 

Hiifley,  captain,  594. 

Hyderabad,  475.  476.  492.  493.  504.  662. 
Hyderallv  the  Myibre  general,  468.  636.  637. 
638.  639.  642.  677.  678.  679.  683.  686. 

69.';-  715- 

Hyderjung,  473.  58^. 

Jackfon,  Mr.  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Tyger,  513. 
Jangolam,  a village  on  the  bank  of  the  Pa- 
har,  573. 

Jemaul  Saheb,  396.  397.  4XX. 

Jemidars,  610.  6x2.  634.  730. 

Jefuits,  574.  660.  665.  708.  719.  733. 

Jefuils church,  in  the  village  of  Oulgarry,  663. 
Jefus,  company  of,  660. 

Illufire,  a French  (liip  of  war,  5x2.  5x3.  314. 
Iloor,  a fort  on  the  Caveri,  674. 

India,  386.  402.  439.  481.  499.  330.  363. 

631.637.630.  639.  686.  726.  733, 
734-  735-  739- 

battalion,  390.  39 X.  392.  529.  374. 
382.  587.  588.  660.  661.  663.  67X, 
672. 

hills  and  vsilds,  568. 

Indiamen,  534. 

Indian  corn  fields,  378.  379. 
forces,  490. 
hou/es,  390. 

Indians,  502.  601. 

Jngeram, 


/ 
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•Ingcram;^^^. ^ ■ 

Inglifs,  captain  Nathaniel,  of  the  Shaftefbury 
• Eait  Tndiaman,  425.  426.  436.  452. 

Tunis  Khan,  549.  554.  571.  590.  591. 
»Johnftone,  Mr.  the  commiflary,  375.  376.  382. 
483. 

JJland,  the,  near  Fort  St.  George,  385.  387. 

JJle  of  Bolt! bon,  31 1.  694.  728. 

of  France,  510.  511.  693.  694. 

IfToof  Khan,  561. 

Juggapettyrauze,  a relation  of  Anunderauze, 

^ 557- 5^8-  559-  ^ 

j umhakijpia,  pagoda,  600. 

Izer,  captain,  585. 

Kalajlri,  the  principal  town  of  Damerla  Ven- 
ketappah,  528.  531.  532.533. 

Karical,  465.496.  499.  535. 613. 614.615. 616. 

617.  618.  620.  621.  629.  630.  631. 
635.  673.  704.  738. 
fort,  618. 

■ Kellidars,  367.  368.  493.  501.  509.  521.  543. 

544.  603.  605.  607.  610.  725. 

Kennedy,  colonel,  438. 

Killenore,  624.  625.  626.  653. 

King  (French)  525.  526.  73-4.  735.  736. 

or  Maliaver  of  Travancore,  564.  565. 
566.  706. 

iof  Myfoie,'636.  637.  678. 679. 685. 686. 
695.705.  707. 

of  Tanjore,  374.  384.  437.  438.  439. 
465.  507.  550.  601.  603.  615.  620.  677. 
725. 

- King’s  artillery-men,  458. 
prerogative,  724. 
regiments,  590. 
fliips,  659. 

•troops,  458.  725, 

Kircher,  lieutenant,  652.  653. 

Kiiinarow,  a kellidar,  398.  399.  440.  .•',93.  494. 
495.  496.  499.  500.  501.  625.  626.  630.  632. 
639.  640.  643.  645. 

Knox,  captain,  381.  382.  475*  484.  485. 
488. 

Krifina,  river,  476.  478.  482.  492.  493.  494. 
504.  532.  560.  685.  695. 

La  Jove,  ferjeant-major  of  the  grenadiers  of 
Lorrain,  czg  530, 

Lake,  near  Flore,  476.  477. 

LaUapet,  a town,  N.  W.  of  Arcot,  424.  508. 
Lain  put,  591 

Lallv,  Mr.  367.  368.  369.  372.  375,  383.  384. 

387- 394- 399- 402.  407*  420- 430. 

431.  435.  443.  444.  453.  454. 


45j.  456.  458- .459-  462-  463« 

- : ■ 464.  469.  470.  476.  477.  493. 

496.  497.  498.  499.  516.  525. 
.526.  527.  530.  535.  538.  539. 
548.  549.  550.  552.  553.  354. 
563.  571.  572.  573.  574. 

575-  576.  577-  581-  583-  584- 
585.  586.  587.  5Q0.  592.  596. 
597.  599.  602.  603.  005.  609. 
626.  627.  631.  633.  635.  636. 
637.  638.  641.  642.  643.  644. 
645.  647.  649.  658.  659.  660. 
662.  683.  685.  690.  693.  695. 
696.  698.  699.  700.  703.  704. 
707.  708.  711.  712.  713.  714- 
716.  720.  721.  722.  723.  726. 

, 734-  735*  736.  737-  738- 

Lally’s  battery.  Fort  St.  George,  405.  408.  409. 

410.  412.  413.  415.  416.  417.  418. 
419.  427.  428.  434.  435.  436.  448. 
450.  452.  455. 

regiment,  390.  392.  393.  394.  405. 
509.529.  538.  545.  574.  582.  585. 
588.  65o.  661.  662.  663.  665.  668. 
670.  703.  722.  727. 

Lambert,  an  affive  adventurer,  374.  384.  387. 

399.  406.  407.  440.  468.  493.  494. 
Lancemen,  568. 

Lances,  the  arms  of  the  Colleries,  568. 

Lang,  lieut.  422. 

Lafcais,  369.  423.  446.  449.  457.  604.  615. 

621.  659.  710.  713.  717.  718.  719.  733. 
Latour,  lieutenant,  523. 

Lavaur,  fuperior  of  the  Jefuits,  708.  719.  721. 

734-  735- 

Law,  Mr.  662. 

Lawrence,  col,  372.  373.  384.  385.  386.  387* 
388.  441.  457.  462.  463.  524.  534. 
Lawrence’s  baflion,  Fort  St.  George,  423. 

garden  hufe,  441.  442.  444.  445. 
Lenox,  an  Englifli  man  pf  war,  71 1. 

Little,  lieut.  422. 

Liverpool,  an  Englifh  fhip,  71 1. 

Lorrain  battery.  Fort  St.  George,  405.  409.  410. 

416.  418.  423.  433.  434.  448.  450. 

452- 

regiment,  390.  391.  392.  405.  516. 
528.  529,  573.  574.  581.  582.  584. 
585.  587.  588.  612.  660.  661.  662. 
663.  665.  668.  670.  68o.  722.  727. 
Louet,  Mr.  governor  of  Mahe,  727.  728. 

Maegregor,  commanding  officer  at  Giogee, 

728.  733. 

Macquircj 
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Macgiiire,  Mr.  paymafter  to  the  army,  382. 
Maclean,  captain,  477.  48;.  487. 

Macmahon,  enfign,  593.  682.  683. 

Macoas,  blacks  who  row  the  Maflbolas,  617. 
Madagafcar,  jjland,  511.  694.  695.  7 it. 
Madnpolla>n^  37^-  ^ 

Madrafs,^!.  372.  373.  374.  376.  383.  384. 

385.  388.  399.  400.  415.  424.  425. 

434-  437-  438.  439-  453-  454-  4S8- 
459.461.  463.  464.  465.  466.  468. 
469.  470.  472.  473.  474.  477.  493. 
494- 497- 498-  502-  523-  504.506. 
508.  509.  510.  511.  515.  525.  528. 

532.  534-  539-’54i-  554-  549-  55°- 
552.  560.  563.  566.  574.  575.  576. 
589.  590.  592.  594.  599.  603.  604. 
612.  614.  615.  616.  617.  618.  623. 
624.  625.  629.  633.  638.  644.  647. 
649.  650.  653.  654.655.  663.  666. 
678.  679.  687.  690.  698.  700.  703. 
708.  711.714  716.  720.  722.  723. 
724-  725-726.  728.733.734.737. 
gate,  717. 

Madrafs  prefidency,  368.  369.  371.  372.  384. 
385.  388.  419.  457.  462.  463.  464.  465.  468. 
493.  494.  497.  502.  503.  507.  510.  515.  539. 
541.550.  563.  564.574.603.  614.615.  616. 
624.  629.  633.  643.  649.  654.  663.666.  673. 
679.  684.  686.  706.  707.  724.  725.  726.  727. 
738. 

Madrafs  Pondicherry,  665 . 680. 681.683. 

road,  395.  525. 

Madura,  c\\.y,  467.  468.  496.  560.  561.  562. 
563. 569. 

country,  467.  468.  496.  499.  534.  562. 
567.  568.  569.  638.  639.  650.  672. 
673-  678.  679.  686.  687.  704.  705. 
fort,  560.  568.  569. 

Make,  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  695.  725.  727. 
728.  732. 

Mahomedally,  531.  544.  566.  685.  722. 
Mahomed  Ally  Cawn,  721. 

Huflein,  475. 

Mahomedan  princes,  601. 

Mahomedans,  502.  601. 

Mahomed  lObof,  369.  373.  374.  375.  383.  398. 
399.  400.  401.  402.406.  407.  408.  414.  424. 
425.  429.  430.  434.  438.  440.  442. 445.  459. 
461.462.466.467.468.  471.472.  494.  495. 
496.  534.  560.  561.  562.  563.  564.  565.  566. 
567.  569.  625.  632.  639.  650.  672.  705.  706. 

707- 

Mainville,  a French  commander,  524. 


Malabar,  coap,  441.468.  533.  643.  695.  700. 
717.  732. 

Malabars,  559.  622.  624.  636. 

Malamoodi,  a village  near  Pondicherry,  687. 
Malays,  507. 

Maliaver,  or  king,  564. 

Malrawzds  -wood,  N.  \V.  ol  Madrafs,  425. 
Manapar,  S.  H.  of  Tinivelly,  706. 

Manoor,  612.  624.  6:6. 

Manour,  near  Permaccil,  6ro. 

Mapliuze  Khan,  467.  495.  532.  560.  561.  364. 

566.  632.  650.  687.  705.  707. 

Marmelong,  a village,  443.  447. 

Martins,  two  Frenchofhcers, 640. 652.  653.684. 
Mafktlyne’s garden,  N.  W.  ot  P'ort  St.  George, 
MS- 

Mailbolahs,  384.  426.  408.  616.  6\y.6i)?.  yc^. 
Mafulipatam,  374.  383.462.  472.  473.  474.  475. 

476.477.478.  481.482.  4'>3-484-  4'P-  49'- 
492.  493.  503.  504  508.  534.  554.  555.  557. 

558.  559-  50-  737- 

Mathifon,  captain  of  the  Falmouth,  617. 
Matlaver,  a Polygar,  502.  506.  508. 

Mattalayy,  fort,  732. 

Mauritius,  372.  401.  693.  694.  695.  72  I. 
Medway,  an  Engliflt  man  of  war,  659.  709. 
Meliapore  Tank,  a large  body  of  « ater,  386.  3S7. 
Meiedith,  enfign,  553.  654. 

Mergui,  616. 

Michie,  captain  of  the  Newcaftle,  515. 

MiniiS,  lieutenant,  523. 

Minotaur,  a French  fliip  of  war,  512.  514. 
Mogherry,  555. 

fort  and  wood,  554. 

Mollitore,  captain,  489. 

Mongalpaddy,  a village  in  the  difiricls  of  Arie- 
lore,  440. 

Monfon,  colonel,  470.  497.  501.  506  516.  518. 
519.  521.  522.  523.  543.  586.  (;92.  612. 

613.  615.  616.  617.  621.  623.  624.  629. 

630.  631.  632.  644.  650,  6ci.  652.  653. 

659.  663.  665.  666.  667.  668.  66.;.  670. 

671.  679.  704. 

Moonfoons,  375.  509.  527.  533.  534.656.  657. 
Moore,  captain,  515.  531.  546.  348.  549. 

major,  641.  643.  644.  645. 

Moorifh  horfe,  424. 

Moracin,  Mr.  of  the  council,  Pondicherry,  367. 
371.  372.  424.  554.  555.  556.  557.  5^8. 

559.  616.  719.  723.  734. 

Moran,  captain,  485. 

Morarirow,  373.  549.  550. 

Morattoes,  373.  424.  464.  468.  469.  490,  491. 
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494.  495.  502.  548.  5^9.  550.  552.  553. 

571-  572-  573-  574-  578-  579-  S8‘- 

582.  588.  590.  591.  637.  684.  685,  686. 

695.  696.  703.  708.  712,  714.  715. 
Moravars,  374.  384.  550.  561.  562.  563.  569. 
725- 

More,  captain.  See  Moore. 

Morgan,  enfign,  551.  552. 

Mortizally,  of  Velore,  464.  496.  603.  626.  638. 
725. 

Mount  Delhi,  arenaarkable  head-land,  N.  of  Tel- 
it cheny,  732. 

Mouni  St,  Thome,  374.  384.  383.  386.  388- 
389.  401.  407.  430.  434.  440.  441. 
Muftoon  Saheb,  683.  686. 

Muleaz'^ady,  ntdit  Arcot,  330. 

Miinro,  major  Hector,  727.  728.  732. 
Munfincotlah,  a town,  335. 

a viliige,  339.  340. 

Murphy,  lieut.  eol.  388.  393. 

Murzafabeg,  367.  372.  374.  470.  472, 
Miirzafajing,  613. 

Mujlewack,  498. 

Myers,  captain,  667.  668. 

Myfore,  468.  636.  637.  673.  674.  678.  679. 
683.  693.  704.  733. 
country,  463.  467. 
dijirifls,  630.  686. 
fort,  636.  637. 
government,  639. 

troops,  639.  640.  641.  632.  633.  678. 

686. 

Myforeans,  468.  636.  637.  638.  639.  640. 

641.  642.  643.  644.  643.  647.  648.  649. 

630.  631.  632.  653.  634.  653.  637.  638. 

673-  677.  678.  679.  683.  684.  683.  687. 

704.  706.  707. 


Nabob  of  Arcot,  367.  368.  374.  389.  396. 

424.  437.  438.  439.  463.  463.  467. 

468.  496.  499.  532.  333.  338.  344. 

346.  330.  532.  561.  564.  366.  397. 

398.  599.  6oi.  603.  6j2.  613.  616. 

620.  621.  624.  623.  626.  629.  630. 

631.  632.  633.  639.  630.  633.  673. 

679.  685.  687.  695.  700.  704.  703. 

714.  713.  723.  726. 

of  Arcot’s  brother,  424.  494. 
of  Arcot’s  palace,  346. 
of  Arcot’s  troops,  389.  333.  616.  632. 
639.  650. 

of  Arcot’s  wife,  438.  439. 
of  the  Carnatic,  526. 


Nabob  of  Cudapah,  348. 

Nabobfliip,  366. 

Nabob’s  camp,  623. 

government,  366. 

horfe,  500.  301.  336.  339.  540.  35U 
600. 

revenues,  649. 

Nagore,  334. 

Naires,  732. 

Namcull,  a fort,  N.  of  Caroor,  6 78. 
Narajingapore,  a fort,  704. 

Narraindeu,  a Rajah,  534.  553.  336.  557. 
Narrain  Sauftry,  a Morattoe  officer,  494.  302.- 
303.  306. 

Ncrjipore,  on  the  GoJaveri,  474.  473.  479* 
Nuttam,  467.  360.  362.  639.  703. 

Nazeabulla,  brother  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
371.  424.  463.  303.  504.  503.  509.  527. 
531.  346.  723. 

Nazirjing,  348. 

Negapatam,  369.  396.  433.  438.  439.  496.  303. 

507.  310.  433.  614.  711.  712. 
road,  324.  323. 

Neliferum,  fort,  732.  733. 
river,  732. 

Nellilangaville,  563.  367.  369.  703.  706.  707. 
Nekre,  367.  371.  424.  463.  303.  304.  309. 
527.  331.  346.  723. 

Newcaftle,  an  Englifli  flip  of  war,  312.  5i3» 

515.  709. 

Niconu»i,a  village,  533. 

Nizamally,  473.  476.  491.  492.  493.  304* 
526.  332.  547. 

Nizamalmuluck,  332, 

Nixamapatam,  492. 

Norfolk,  an  Englifli  fliip  of  war,  643.  703.  708. 
711. 

Norognha,  a Portuguefe  monk,  637. 

Norris,  Mr.  member  of  the  council,  Madra% 

439- 

O’Kenelly,  colonel,  543. 

O’Kennedy,  colonel,  607.  608.  609. 

Ongole,  509. 

Onore,  400. 

Orixa,  533.  560. 

Oulgarry,  a village  near  Pondicherry,  643.  646. 
661.  662.  663.  666.  667.  668.  671.  687. 
710.  713.  719. 

Outamaly,  367. 

Outatoor,  398.  536.  338.  539.  .See  Utatoor. 
Outramalore,  469.  516.  538.  575.  576.  377. 
390.  591.  604. 

P etgodaet 
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Pagodas,  367.  371.  397-  399-  434-  503- 1 

551.  552.  573.  597.  598.  599*  600.  601. 
632. 

Palamcoiah,  467.  468.  495.  560.  561.  567.  568. 
Paliacate,  429.  454* 

Paliar,  a river,  372.  374.  384.  399.  415. 
469.  494.  498.  535.  537-  538.  54^'  55°- 
553.  572.  573-  574-  575-  576-  S90- 

591.  658.  695.  737. 

Palmyra,  Itockade,  45^* 

Panar,  river,  633.  634.  642.  684.  687.  691. 
697.  698. 

Pandarums,  foot  plunderers,  571. 

Panther,  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  643.  709. 

P agantangud,  a town,  549'  57^* 

Paris,  734. 

Parliament  of  Paris,  735. 

Parfee,  a village,  5 1 7. 

Pafcall,  captain,  394-  457* 

Paupa  Braminy’s  Choultry,  462.  469. 

Peddipore,  a fort,  377.  383.  400.  472.  473.  474. 

475-  SS7-  „ 

Peers,  major,  728. 

Pellot,  Mr.  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  737; 
Penamake,  a mud  fort,  659. 

P<r««flr,  river,  504.  509.  527.  533. 

Peons,  374.  399.  564.  672.  673.  679.  706. 
Perimbi,  a hill,  near  Pondicherry,  610.  61 1.  612. 
632.  641.  642.  643.  644.  645.  646.  647. 
650.  653.  654.  656.  658.  665.  672.  688. 
Permacoil,  a fortified  rock,  605.  606.  610.  612. 

613.  624.  635.  636.  644.  651.  652. 

Perjia,  415. 

gulph  of,  693. 

or  towns,  478.479.  516.  517. 

Pigot,  Mr.  governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  388. 
399.  400.  401.  415.  429.  434.  457.  592. 
654.  656.  700.  714.  718.  720.  724.  726. 

734-  737- 

Pigot’s  balUon,  Fort  St.  George,  409.  410. 

423-  427-  , . 

Pitans,  548. 

Pitchandah,  a fortified  Pagoda,  on  the  bank  of 
the  Coleroon,  539.  597.  600. 

Pitt,  the  company’s  fliip,  50  guns,  368. 

PUJfy,  503.  590. 

Pocock,  Admiral,  368.  369.  371.  :395‘  4i9- 
507.  s>o-  5‘2.  513-  524-  525-  533-  534- 
604.  631. 

Poete,  Chevalier,  558.  559.  560.  582.  585.  • 
Point  Pedras,  5 ^ • 

Polier,  Major,  393.  394.  395-  49^*  497* 
Polipore,  a village,  372.  373. 


Pollams,  687. 

Pollore,  ion,  N.  ofNelore,  509,  527. 

Poly  gars,  374.  384.  399.  430.  440.  463.  464. 

465.  467.  495.  50a.  504.  505.  508.  5C9. 

527.  528.  531,  532-  563-  564-  565* 

566.  600.  632.  639.  673.  684.  687.  705, 

706.  707.  725. 

PondamalUe,,  424.  464.  498'.  574.  See  Pon- 
domalee. 

Pondi,  a village,  near  Tanjorc,  439. 

Pondicherry,  368.  370.  372.  374.  375.  397 
399.  400.  415.  419.  424.  426. 
433-  436.  451-  452-  453-  456- 
458.  459.  462.  464.  465.  466. 
468.  469.  470.  474.  489.  491. 
494.  495.  496.  497.  498.  499. 
503.  507.  509.  510.  515.  517. 
524.  525.  526.  527.  530.  531. 

533-  534-  535-  537-  538.  549. 
550.  556.  557.  558.  561.  566. 

574-  577-  590-  592-  595-  596- 
597.  599.  601.  602.  603.  604. 
605.  610.  612.  613.  614.  615. 
616.  619.  621.  622.  624.  626- 
627.  631.  635.  636.  637.  638. 
639.  640.  647.  642.  643.  644, 
646.  651.  652.  653.  654.  655. 
656.  637.  658.  659.  663.  663'. 
678.  681.  684.  683.  686.  687. 
688.  691.  692.  693.  694.  695. 
697.  698.  700.  703.  704.  707- 
708.  709.  710.  711.  712.  715* 
716.  720.  721.  722.  723.  724. 
725.  726.  727.  731.  732.  734, 
735-  736.  737-  738.  739- 

bound-hedge,  663. 

Pondomalee,  373.  384.  388.  498.  See  Pon- 
damallee. 


Poni,  494. 

Portuguefe  company',  66o.  061. 

monk,  637. 

Prefidencies,  503.  726. 

Prefidency  of  Bengal,  493.  538.  650. 

of  Madrafb,  363.  369.  371.  372. 
383.  3S5.  388.  419.  437-  462* 
463.  464.  463.  463.  493.  494. 
497.  502.  503.  307.  310.  515. 
539-  541-  550-  563-  564-  574- 
003.  614.  615.  616.  624.  629. 
633.  643.  649.  634.  663.  666. 
673.  679.  684.  686.  706.  707. 
724.  725-  726.  727-  738-  „ 

Frefton, 
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Preflon,  capt.  372.  395.  398.  399.  402.  406. 

407.  408.  414.  415.  424.  429.  430.  431. 

434.  436.  440.  458.  462.  469.  515.  519. 

520.  521.  542.  601.  654.  656.  657.  659. 

679.  684.  687.  691.  692.  696.  698.  699. 

703.  704.  715.  725.  731. 

Proteftor,  fire  fliip,  512.  703.  709. 

Ptidicotah,^.  mud  fort  on  the  Caveri,  673.  674. 

686. 

Puducotah,  the  principal  town  of  the  Polygar 
Tondiman,  632. 

Puliacate,  498.  71 1. 

Fulitaver,  467.  495.  561.  563.  564.  565.  566. 
567.  569.  632.  705.  707. 

Queenlborough,  an  Englifli  fliip  of  war,  512. 
534.  709. 

Rajah/imndrufn,  a town,  376.  377.  382.  383. 

472.  474.  480.  481,  482.  559. 

Rajahs,  375.  326  377.  378. 

Rajah’s  camp,  377. 

officers,  375. 

l.-oops,  377.  378.  381.  383. 

Rajahfaheb,  368.  374.  399.  415.  425.  526. 

527.  592.  638.  712.  720.  722. 

Raillard,  lieutenant,  499.  500.  501. 

Ramalinga,  a Malabar,  624. 

Rainatilly,  a fort,  732. 

Rangap'tllah' s choulhy,  651.  652.  654. 

Rangarow,  of  Thiagar,  367. 

• Rn/Idvajidum,  703.  See  Rifliavandum. 
RatlagramoH,  a.  town,  E.  of  Gingee,  653.  636. 

657.  684.  687.  691.  692.  698.  703. 

Red-hill,  a large  colleflion  of  fand  hills,  near 
Pondicherry,  610.  61 1.  626.  627.  629.  644. 
646.  617.  652.  653.  657.  658.  660.  666. 
672.  688.  710. 

Revenge,  an  Engliffi  man  of  war,  510.  534. 
Rheddis,  465.  466.  467. 

Rifliavandum,  a fort,  N.  E,  of  Elavanrfore,  699.  I 
Robins,  Mr.  planned  the  preient  fortification  of 
Madrafs,  402. 

Robfon,  lieutenant,  41 1. 

Roman  religion,  720.  721.  728. 

Royal  hnflim.  Fort  St.  George,  405.  409. 

Sadra/s,  395.  397.  39S.  406.  407.  409.  458. 

459.  498.  538.  544.  576.  71 1.  720. 
fort,  453. 

Saint  Denys,  a French  officer,  463. 

Louis,  a French  fliip  of  war,  512.  513. 
Salabadjing,  474.  475.  476.  481.  482.  483. 


490.  491.  492.  493.  504.  526.  532.  554. 
737- 

Salaivauk,  372.  399.  538. 

Salilbury,  man  of  war,  512.  513.  514.  515.  631. 
634.  697.  711. 

Samel  Cotah,  a fort,  537.  538.  559. 

Samiaveram,  539.  540.  531.  352.  397.  398. 
600.  601. 

Sampetrow,  331.  532.  348. 

Samfon,  captain  of  the  Hardwicke,  490.  536. 

557- 

Sand  ijlaud,  Pondicherry,  701.  712. 

Sangam,  a town  on  the  Pennar,  527. 

Saubinet,  Mr.  367.  373.  394. 

Scot,  Major,  671. 

Seid  Mudtoon,  the  nabob’s,  agent  at  Tanjore, 
438- 

Sepoys,  Englifli,  368.  369.  372.  373.  374. 

377-  378-  379-  380.  381.  382.  383. 

384.  386.  387.  3S8.  389.  393.  396. 

397.  398.  400.  401.  407^408.  411. 
4x2.  414.  416.  417.  418.  419.  421. 

422.  423.  427.  428.  429.  431.  432. 

433-  434-  435*  43^’-  439-  44°*  442- 

444.  445.  446.  447.  448.  449.  450. 

451.  452.  453.  455.  457.  459.  462. 

464.  466.  467.  468.  470.  471.  472. 

475-  477-  479-  48°-  484-  485-  487- 

488.  489.  494.  495.  499.  500.  501. 

502.  503.  505.  508.  515.  518.  523. 

527-  531-  535-  536.  537-  538.  539- 

541.  542.  543.  546.  549.  551.  552. 

553.  55S.  560.  561.  563.  564.  565. 

572-  573-  575-  577-  578-  579-  580. 

582.  583.  584.  ySS.  589.  591.  592. 

599.  600.  601.  603.  604.  625.  606. 

607.  608.  609.  610.  613.  6x4.  615. 

621.  622.  623.  624.  625.  627.  628. 

629.  632.  633.  634.  638.  641.  642, 

643.  644.  645.  647.  648.  649.  650. 

651.  652.  654.  656.  657.  658.  660. 

663.  666.  669.  671.  672.  673.  67/}. 

675.  676.  677.  67S.  680.  681.  682. 

683.  687.  691.  692.  696.  698.  699. 

704.  706.  713.  718.  725.  726.  729. 

730-  731-  733-  738- 

French,  367.  372.  374.  377.  3*78.  379. 
380.  381.  386.  387.  389.  395.  396. 

397-  398-  399-  401-  407-  411-  4^6. 

417.  424.  425.  430.  431.  436.  440. 

443.  444.  445.  446.  447.  454.  459. 

463.  471.  474.  475.  477.  480.  486. 

489.  493.  495.  495.  501.  502.  504. 

506. 
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506. 

508. 

518. 

533- 

535- 

539- 

540. 

54'- 

542. 

544- 

546. 

547- 

548. 

549- 

551- 

55T 

555- 

556. 

558. 

567. 

574- 

575- 

578. 

579- 

582. 

583. 

585. 

587. 

590. 

591. 

592. 

595- 

597- 

598. 

599- 

600. 

601. 

604. 

605. 

607. 

628. 

609. 

610. 

613. 

614. 

615. 

623. 

624. 

625. 

626. 

628. 

629. 

630. 

631. 

633. 

637. 

638. 

619. 

640. 

644. 

645. 

652. 

657. 

658. 

660. 

66  r. 

666. 

675. 

676. 

682. 

683. 

684. 

686. 

691. 

692. 

698. 

699. 

702. 

714. 

729. 

730. 

731. 

732. 

Seringapafam,  the  capital  of  Myfore,  468.  638. 
673.  678.  6S5.  693. 

Seringham,  466.  509.  535.  538.  541.  545.  549. 
550.  551.  552.  553.  573.  596.  597.  598. 
599.  600.  6oi.  615.  639.  704.  737. 
ShaUelbiiry,  Eaft  Intiiaman,  425.  426.427.428. 

429.433.  436.  448.452.  454. 

Shanavaze  Khan,  475. 

Skencottah  pafs^  565.  569. 

Sherlock,  captain,  571.  575.  577. 

Sholavanden^  672. 

Shot  andah,  564. 

Sidapet,  or  the  Httlemount,  384.  401. 

Siguier,  Mr.  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  737. 
Smith,  Mr.  engineer,  father  of  captain  Jofeph 
Smith,  402. 

captain  Jofeph,  369.  372.  383.  402. 
419.  420.  437.  458.  465.  466.  498. 

507-  535-  539-  54I-  55 1-  562.  597- 
598.  599.  600.  601.  615.  6t6.  617. 
618.  620.  621.  622.  630.  650., 
major,  666.  667.  668.  670.  671.  681. 
682.  683.  704. 

captain  Richard,  369.  372.  458.  535. 

536-  537-  539-  540-  55 ••  597-  600. 
615.617.  621.  673.  674.  675.676. 
677.  678.  679.  686.  687.  704.  707. 
captain  Stephen  591.  592.  603.  604. 

725.  728.  729.  730.  731.  733. 
lietitenant  Stephen,  394. 

Somerfet,  captain  of  the  Cumberland,  515. 
Sommers,  ferjeant,  599. 

Soolabgur,  a fort  near  Trinomaly,  625. 

Soupire,  Mr.  367.  370.  384.  401.  407.  462. 
469.  470.  736. 

Southfea  Catlle,  an  Englifh  man  of  war,  711. 
Stevens,  admiral,  512.  513.631. 654.  655.  656. 

657.  659.688.  691.  697.  7^53.  711.  726.  727. 
Stewart,  captain,  471. 

St,  David's,  503. 

St,  George’s  bajiion,^  Fort  St.  George,  409.  413. 


St.  George,  a fort  on  a hill  near  Maie,  727.  729. 
730.  731.  733. 

Helena,  631. 

jofph's  bajiion,  Pondicherry,  716.  717.  719. 
Thomas’s  mount,  373.  441. 

redoubt,  Pondicherry,  683.  687.  698. 
701.  702.  712. 

Thome  bajiion.  Fort  St.  George,  413.  429. 
430.  433. 

river,  384.  385.  388.  443  446.  447. 
road,  387.  396.  397.  411.  448. 

449.  451. 

town,  374.  384.  385.  386.  387. 
396.  400.  401.  406.  407.  408. 
415.  430.  436.  452.  456. 
Subadhar,  or  Captain,  6)  o.  634.  6S2.  692. 
Subah,  483.  504. 

of  the  Decan,  504.  526. 

Subderally  Cawn,  544. 

Sunderland,  an  fc.nglifli  man  of  war,  368.  512. 

513.514.710. 

Surajah  Dowlah,  720. 

Surat,  cajile,  725. 

. Jadiory,  727.  733. 

Surville  the  elder,  a French  captain,  514* 
Sydaporam,a  town,  528.  531.  533. 

Taliavernm,  near  Manoor,  612. 

Tamarind  grove,  \n  the  middle  of  the  Red  Hill, 
658.  666. 
redoubt,  660.  662. 

Tanjore,  374.  384.  399- 4H-  436-  437- 438-  439* 
440.  461.  465.  507.  536.  537.  55b. 
601.  603.  615.  620. 
country,  369.  396.  495.  C03.  509.  614. 
615.  623.  624.  650.  673.  677.  704, 
725. 

Tanjorincs,  495.  496. 

Tanh,  a large  body  or  refer  voir  of  water,  386. 
Tellicherry,  on  the  Malabar  coaji,  604.  643.  725, 
727.  728.  732. 

Ttrriore,  465.  466.  467.  639. 

Thames,  an  Englifii  fliip,  383.  400. 

Thames,  river,  632. 

Thia'^ar,  367.  398.  399.  440.  493.  494.495. 
496. 499.  501.  509.  539.  6r6  620.  625.  636. 
6-7.  638.  6^9.  640.  643.  644.  648.  652.  654. 
657.  679.  683.  684.  686.  691. 692.  693.  696. 
697.  698.  699.  703.  704.  708.  714.  715.  725. 
731. 

Timery,  36S.  502.  592.  603. 

Tinivelly  country,  369.  467.468.495.499.  532. 

534.562.  563.  566.568.638.639. 
672.  705.  706.  707. 


Tinivelly 
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Tini’velly  dijin'ftt,  5^5- 

tonn,  467.  560.  563.  564.  565.  569. 
632.  705.  706.  707. 

Tirimhourg,- z village,  577. 

Tobin,  an  interpreter,  719, 

Tondiman,  374.  384.  399.  414.  461.495.  496. 

550.  561.  563.  569.  6go.  632.  650.  673.  677. 
Tondivanum,  a town,  604.  605.  607.  610.  612. 
613. 

Topalles,  388.  461.468.  489.491.493. 535. 336. 
539.  546.  558.  560.623.  640.  643.  645.  653. 
666.  698.  729.  733. 

Totcum,  a mud  fort,  551.  552.  598.  601. 
Tran^uthar,  384.  437-  507.  614.  619.  691.  696. 
700.  704.  7 1 1. 

Travancore,  560.  564.  565.  566.  567.  706. 
Travancores,  566.  567.  569. 

Tricalore,  fort,  near  Trinomalee,  496.  625.  643. 
Trichimuvgalum,  a village,  610.  611.612.  641. 

644* 

Tricolcre,  a fortified  pagoda,  398.  399.  440. 
641. 

Trimalieily  fort,  440. 

Trimetcherryj  a village,  553. 

Trimliiuajk,  a town  on  the  fliirts  of  Malravvze’s 
wood,  424.  430.  431.434. 


Trimitddi,  an  outpoft,  571. 


Trmcono?nalee,  in  the  ijland  of  C^lon, 

510. 

511. 

533.  711. 

bay,  507. 

TrinomaUe,  367.  591.  603.  604.  625. 

638. 

650. 

653.  654.  657.  686.  691.  697.  703. 

. 708. 

711. 

-Tripnjfour,  373.  374.  388. 

Tripallbre,  424.  454.  464.  498.  305. 

515. 

546. 

Tri-Permadore,  49^* 

Tripefty^ 

371.  372.  464.  494.  502. 

504. 

505. 

50O. 

5c8.  509.  531.  546.  641. 

Ttiplicane  bridge,  386.  387.  396. 

rhe/,  385.  386.  387.  388. 

ATT 

389. 

397. 

1 • 

village,  397.  401.  452. 

Tritchinopoly,  369.  374.  383.  396. 

398. 

4'4- 

419. 

438.  439.  440.  458.  465. 

466. 

467. 

494- 

493.  496.  497.  499.  501. 

503. 

507. 

509. 

524-  534-  535*  537.  538. 

539" 

541. 

547- 

549*  55°-  55'.  552.  562. 

596. 

597- 

538. 

599.  6oo.  6oi.  615.  617. 

620. 

621. 

625. 

629.  630.  636.  639.  649. 

650. 

673. 

674. 

675.  676.  6S7.  704.  707. 

726. 

732; 

/3'-. 

Trivadi, 

r^tzx  Pondicherry,  495.  496. 

499. 

629. 

631. 

640.  641.  642.  645.  647. 

632. 

653. 

697.  699. 


Trivalore,  424. 

Trivamhore,  a village  with  a pagoda,  407.  414, 
Trivanalore,  440,  641. 

Trivaneloor,  a tort  near  Trinom.alee,  623. 
Trivatore,  367.  369.  470.  493.  494  •497.  515, 
516.  527.  542.  549.  571.  572.  573.  574, 
575-  576. 

TuckeafaJieb,  governor  of  Vandiwafli,  516. 
Turner,  enfign,  642.  652. 

Tutaccrin-,  566.  567.  706.  707. 

%,  468. 

Tyger,  an  Englilli  fliip  of  war,  512.  513.  515. 
688.  690.  7 1 1. 

Utatocre,  Jt.66.  535.  539.  340.  531.  552.  597. 

598.  600.  See  Outatoor. 

Utaioor,  ftreights,  309. 

Vadagherri,  563.  564.  565.' 

Vctldore,  399.  577.  596.  61 1.  612.  624.  626. 

627.  628.  629.  631.  632.  635.  636. 
638.  641.  646.  65  I.  652.  653.  638. 
fort,  626.  627. 

redcubt,  bound-hedge,  Pondicherry , 660. 
661.  665.  666.  668.  669.  670.  671. 
680.  716.  7x7.  719. 
road,  652. 

Fandiwajh,  367.  372.  399.  469.  470.  497.  502. 
510.  315.  516.  517.  527-  528.  530.  531. 

533-  535-  537-  542.  543.  544.  546.  549. 

530.  553.  565.  571.  573.  574.  575.  576. 

577.  380.  582.  588.  589.  590.  591.  597. 

399.  601.  602.  604.  605.  615.  624.  623. 

636.  650.  653.  712.  716.  737.  738. 
Vaniambady,  valley,  496. 

Vafierot,  captain,  434.  442.  443.  438.  590.  642. 

671. 

Vaughan,  captain,  471. 

Felcre,  424.  464.  496.  544.  549.  603.  626.  637. 
638.  725. 

Vendalore,  a town,  373.  384.  408.  414.  447. 
574- 

Vengeur,  a French  fliip  of  war,  512.  513. 
Venkitagherri,  the  place  of  refidence  of  Bangar 
Yatcham,  528. 

Ventivalum,  in  the  hills,  S.  of  Gingee,  684. 
Peramally,  a fort,  732. 

Kerdachelum,  336.  539.  631.  632.  633.  639. 
684.  704. 

Verdiere,  a French  col.  37c. 

Viart,  chevalier,  French  commander  of  Alam- 
parvah,  613. 

Vicravandi^  495.  624.  623.  633,  684. 

VillaporutHy 


SECTION  THE  SECOND. 


Vittapovum,  $()(),  440,  624,  625.  62^.  633.  640, 
641.  692.  698, 

ViUenore.,  a fort  near  the  Red  Hill,  309.610. 

61 1.  6r2.  627.  628.  629.  636.  638- 
644.  645.  646.  647,  648.  649.  652 
653  654.656.661.662.6^9,710. 
720. 

■ redoubt,  boo nd-hedge,  Pondicherry,  665 . 
666.  667.  670.  671.  7'6.  719.  722. 
Viparee,  a village,  589.  429.  430.  431. 
P'izagapatam,  375.  376.  377.  383.  400.  472. 

473- 474-  481-  554-  596- 

Vizeramraiize,  492.  554. 

Vizianagarum,  the  capital  of  Anunderauze,  481. 

554-  559- 

Vizvazypont,  a Morattoe officer,  685. 695.703. 
704.  708.  714.  715. 

Volcondah,  440.  499  509  516.  533.  599.  615. 

616.  620.  621.  625.  626.  639.  663.  704. 
Voltaire,  Mr.  737. 

Wncalmannar  diftridls,  490. 

Wajhinelore fort,  567.  568.  705. 

Watfon,  admiral,  698.  699. 


Weymouth,  man  of  war,  512,  313.  514.  jrj, 

711. 

Wilcox,  enfign,  502,  505,  506.  508. 

Wood,  captain,  508,  546.  548.  590.  592.  593, 
624.  623.  626. 

Woods  and  mountains  of  Bangar  Yatcham  Naigiie, 

371- 

Wootamally,  a Polygar,  fort  and  wood  of,  564. 
Woriorepollam,  Polygar,  723. 

Yalore.  See  Elore,  474. 

Yanam,  557. 

road,  474. 

Yarmouth,  an  Englifh  man  of  war,  512.  513, 
514.  313.  631. 

Yorke,  captain,  280.  484.  485.  486.  487.  539. 
560. 

York,  an  Englifh  fhip,  71 1. 

Zemindar  of  Narfipore,  473.  479. 

Zemindars,  or  landholders,  482. 

Zodiaque,  a French  fhip  of  war,  312,  513.  514, 
Ziilfacar  Jung,  304.  387.  390.  392.  626. 
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